
How is the Sukkah Like a Cloud? 
 
 
1)  So Moses carved two tablets of stone, like the first, and early in the morning he went up 
on Mount Sinai, as YHVH had commanded him, taking the two stone tablets with him. 
YHVH came down in a cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name YHVH. 
YHVH passed before him and proclaimed: “YHVH! YHVH! a God compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness, extending kindness to the 
thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin...”    
 

(Exodus 34:4-7, from the Torah reading for Shabbat of Sukkot)  

ל ְפס ֹ֡ ת ַויִּ י־ֻלח ֹ֨ ֵֽ ים  ְשנ  ים ֲאָבנִִּ֜ נִִּ֗ אש  ם ָכרִּ ה  ַוַיְשכ ֹ֨ ֶׁ֤ ש  ר   מ  ק  ַעל   ַבב ֹ֨ ר ַוַי  ל־ַהַ֣ י א  יַנַ֔ ר סִּ ֶׁ֛ ָוָּ֥ה ַכֲאש  ֑תֹו ’ה צִּ חַויִּ  א  ַקַ֣  

ֹו ֵ֖י  ְבָידַ֔ ת ְשנ  ים׃ ֻלח ָּ֥ ֵֽ ד  ֲאָבנִּ ֵֶּׁ֤֤ר  ן  ’הַוי  ָעָנָ֔ ֶּֽ ם ב  ֵ֖ א ְבש  ְקָרָּ֥ ם ַויִּ ֹו ָש֑ מֵ֖ ב עִּ ָּ֥ ְתַיצ  ר ’הַויִּ ְקָרא   ’ה׃ ַוַיֲעב ֹ֨ ַעל־ָפָני֮ו ַויִּ  

ל  ’ה ’ה ָּ֥ תא  ֵֽ ֱאמ  ד ו  ס  ָּ֥ ם ְוַרב־ח  יִּ ְך ַאַפֵ֖ ר  ָּ֥ ום ְוַח֑נון א  ה   ַרחֵ֖ ה ְוַנק  ַשע ְוַחָטָא֑ ֵ֖ ן ָופ  א ָעו ֶׁ֛ ָּ֥ ש  ים נ  ד  ָלֲאָלפִַּ֔ ס  ר ח   ָּ֥ צ  נ    

2)  YHVH spoke to Moses, saying: Say to the Israelite people: On the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month is the Feast of Sukkot to YHVH, [to last] seven days…You shall live in sukkot 
seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in sukkot, in order that future generations may 
know that I made the Israelite people live in sukkot when I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, I YHVH your God.  (Leviticus 23:34, 42-43) 

 

ב  ֵּ נ  רֶׁ֛ד ַּ ָרא ֵּ יֶָּ֥אל־ב ְּ ֵָּ ר֑ל אמ ֵּ לִֵ֖יש ְּ ֲחִמש   ח ֵּ ו םִ֗י רִָ֜עש ֵָּ הֹ֨ב ַּ ֵֶּׁ֤לַּ ִביִעי ֶדש  ְּ ש   ז ֵֶּ  הַּ כ ֵּ ג֧חֵַּּ הַ֔הַּ ֻּ ס  עֵַּּ ו תֶׁ֛הַּ בְּ ִ יםֵ֖יָמִֵּ תָּ֥ש   
כ  ֵּ…’הלֵַּּ ֻּ ס  בֵּ תָּ֥ב ַּ ְּ ש  עֵַּּ ו ֵֵּ֖ת   בְּ ִ ָרח ים֑יָמִֵּ תַ֣ש  ׇּל־ָהֶָֽאזְּ ָרא ֵּ  כ  ִיש ְּ בֵּ לַ֔ב ְּ ְּ כ  ָֽת׃ ו ֵֵּ֖י ש  ֻּ ס  מֵַּּ ב ַּ ן֘לְּ ע ֮עַּ יֶכם ו ֵַּ֣י דְּ יַ֣כ ִֵּ  ד ר ָֽת   

כ ֵּ ֻּ ס  ֵַּּ ו תִ֗בַּ י הו ש  ת ִ נ   בְּ ָרא ֵּ יֵֶַּ֣את־ב ְּ הו ִציאִֵּ לִַ֔יש ְּ אֵֶּ םֵ֖או תֵָּ יָּ֥ב ְּ רֵָּ ֶרץַ֣מ  יֶכָֽ ’ה יֲֵ֖אנִֵּ ִיםִ֑מצְּ ׃םֱאל ה   
 
3)  The moved on from Sukkot, and encamped in Etam, at the edge of the wilderness. And 
YHVH went (walked) before them by day in a column of cloud, to guide them [on] the 
way; and by night in a column of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night. The 
column of cloud by day and the column of fire by night did not depart from before the 
people. (Exodus 13:20-22) 
 

: ולילה הדרך לנחתם ענן בעמוד יומם לפניהם הלך ויהוה : ברהמד בקצה באתם ויחנו מסכת ויסעו  
העם לפני לילה האש ועמוד יומם הענן עמוד ימיש-לא : ולילה יומם ללכת להם להאיר אש בעמוד    

 
 
Booth or Cloud? 
 
4)  It has been taught: For I made the children of Israel to dwell in sukkot (Lev. 23:43): These 
were clouds of Presence/Glory, so says Rabbi Eliezer.  Rabbi Akiba says, They made for 
themselves actual sukkot/booths.  (Talmud Sukkot 11b) 

 
  



Cloud, Sukkah, Shelter 
 
5)  And [Abraham] said, My lord, if now I have found favor in your sight, let now a little water 
be fetched, and wash your feet, and recline yourselves under the tree... (Gen. 18:3):  God said 
to Abraham: You have said, “Let a little water be fetched,” I swear that I will repay your 
children in the wilderness, in the Land, and in the messianic future...You have said, “And 
recline yourselves under the tree”: By your life, I will repay your children. As it says, [God] 
spread a cloud for a covering, and fire to give light by night (Psalms 105:39).  In the Land? 
You shall dwell in sukkot for seven days (Leviticus 23:42).  In the messianic future?  And a 
sukkah shall be for shade by day from the heat, and as a shelter for protection against 
drenching rain  (Isaiah 4:6).  (Midrash - Genesis Rabbah 48:10) 

 
6)  Adonai spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai:  The Blessed Holy One said to Israel: 
You said to Moses, “Wherefore have you brought us up out of Egypt, to die in the wilderness?” 
(Numbers 21:5); but was I at all like a wilderness to Israel, or did I at all act towards them 
as a wilderness?...Did I not assign to you three special teachers,  Moses, Aaron, and Miriam? 
…It was by the merit of Aaron that I surrounded you with clouds of Glory/Presence, as it is 
said, [God] spread a cloud for a covering (Psalms 105:39).   
 

How many clouds of Presence/Glory surrounded Israel in the wilderness? Rabbi Hoshaya 
and Rabbi Josiah differed.  R. Josiah said, “Five: four towards the four winds [directions],  
and one that went in front of them.”  R. Hoshaya said:  “Seven: four towards the four winds, 
one above them, one below them, and one that went ahead of them three days journey, and 
struck down before them snakes and scorpions and rocks. If there was a low place, it [the 
cloud] would raise it; and if there was a high place, it would lower it, and make everything 
level, as it is said, Every valley shall be lifted up and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low (Isaiah 40:4)”...From where do we know that the clouds of Glory/Presence were due to 
the merit of Aaron?  When Aaron died, what does the Torah say?  And the soul of the people 
became impatient/constricted on the way (Num. 21:4)--because the sun beat down on them.   
 

(Midrash - Numbers Rabbah 1:2) 
 
7)   Rabbi Elazar opened: “Thus says YHVH: I remember the chesed of your youth, your love as 
a bridge, how you followed Me in the wilderness” (Jeremiah 2:2).  This verse refers to 
Shekhina when She was walking in the wilderness along with Israel. I remember the 
chesed—this is the cloud of Aaron which floated along with five others, all bound to You, 
shining on You…Come and see: When one sits in this dwelling [the sukkah], the shade of 
faith1, Shekhina spreads Her wings over them from above, and Abraham and five other 
righteous heroes come to dwell with that person!   (Zohar III 103b, transl. Daniel Matt) 

 
 

 
1 “’The shade of faith’” means the protection of the Shekhinah, for ‘she is a sukkah that 
covers and protects us.’ (Zohar II, 135a),” The Wisdom of the Zohar¸ Isaiah Tishby, p. 1249. 


