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In December, we had many 
opportunities for connection which 
were fun, meaningful, introspective… 
the list goes on. From celebrating our 
community and Rabbi Toba at the Gala  
(ok… November!) to our Member’s 
Meeting (where Akiva Nelson, our 
Rabbinic Intern, spontaneously sang “I 
am a Latke”), and our Shabbat weekend 

with Dr. Koach Baruch Frazier to our Chanukah celebration! CDT brings 
me so much joy. 

At our Member’s Meeting we had some one-on-one time with “CDT 
Connects,” sharing personal stories about our connections to the 
congregation, and then moved onto our study and discussion of 
Reconstructing Judaism’s (RJ) Resolution on Reparations. Over 120 
members voiced overwhelming support for CDT supporting the 
Resolution. Scores expressed interest in continued learning and 
taking direct action. RJ’s Assistant Director for Thriving Communities 
and Tikkun Olam Specialist, Rabbi Micah Geurin Weiss, remarked 
how impressed he was with CDT’s serious engagement with our 
consideration of the Resolution and future activities. Yasher Koach CDT! 

The CDT Board sent Linda Kramer, our CDT representative, off to the RJ 
Plenum with blessings to vote YES. The Plenum approved the resolution 
47-0, with eleven abstentions (if you are curious about the details, please 
contact Linda). Next, the RJ Board of Governors will review the Plenum’s 
feedback and vote whether to formally adopt the resolution. If adopted, 

RJ will join the Reform Movement and the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
Association in passing reparations resolutions. In her Dvar Torah this 
past Yom Kippur, Rabbi Toba spoke about meeting the German Consul 
to Boston in 2017, asking how Germany progressed to acknowledging 
and beginning to atone for the horrors of the Holocaust. He responded, 
“First, the country has to have a shared narrative of its history.” The RJ 
Resolution is a meaningful step in support of a U.S. narrative, publicly 
acknowledging the historical wrongs to Black Americans and Native 
Americans and continuing injustices. Of course, there is much learning 
(and unlearning), as well as work to be done. I am proud that the CDT 
community is committed to doing this challenging work. Toda Raba to 
Linda Kramer for overseeing our congregational learning on this issue 
and representing us on the Plenum. 

We are also looking inward at CDT. RJ has selected CDT to participate 
in their second cohort piloting a self-assessment process for racial 
diversity, equity, and inclusion at the congregational level. In early 
December, our leadership group (small and all white – as required 
by RJ) had our first meeting with Rabbi Sandra Lawson, RJ’s Director 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. Following RJ’s protocol, our next 
steps are to complete the White and/or Ashkenazi Privilege checklist, 
try to “experience the entire community through the eyes of Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color” (RJ’s language) and complete the 
Audacious Hospitality Community Assessment.  

And as we look to the future, I am pleased to announce that Margaret 
Farmer will be joining CDT as our Executive Director of Operations, 
starting February 1st. Margaret is currently a private consultant – 

All featured pictures of the Chanukah 
Party courtesy of Viv Shein
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The CDT Newsletter is compiled, edited, and designed by the office and published monthly 
(with a July/August summer issue). Email articles, events, and photos to dtnews@
dorsheitzedek.org by the 10th of the month for the following month’s issue. For questions, 
email us at the same address. Volunteer Staff: Haralie Alpert (interviewer) and Vivienne Shein 
(photographer). Please let us know if you’d like to join the team!

Staff:
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, 
 t.spitzer@dorsheitzedek.org
Executive Director: Melissa Colten,  

m.colten@dorsheitzedek.org 
Education Director: Earnest Arky Solomon, 

e.arkysolomon@dorsheitzedek.org 
Administrative Assistant: Alistaire Webbe, 
 a.webbe@dorsheitzedek.org
Inclusion Coordinator: Jess Green, 
     j.green@dorsheitzedek.org 
Rabbinic Intern: Akiva Nelson,  

a.nelson@dorsheitzedek.org

Executive Committee: 
President: Stacey Chacker
Immediate Past President: Bob Warren  
VP Finance: Jen Levine-Fried 
Secretary: Dan Rome

Vice-Presidents:
VP Membership: Carole Slipowitz and 

Marjorie Salvodon
VP Education: Vacant — nominate yourself 

or a friend! 
VP Tikkun Olam: Tony Broh

Board Members–at–Large: 
Sheree Galpert, Melody Komyerov, Ayelet 
Lipton, Jenny Sartori, Meryl Epstein, and 
Rebecca Byard 

Off-Board Chairs:
Children’s Education: Becca O’Murchadha
Chesed: Gail Pressberg 
Nediv Lev: Janice Cole & Ezra Hausman
Ritual: Marion Ross & Peter Katz
Rabbinic Liaison: Cindy Shulak-Rome
Executive Director Liaison: Linette Liebling
Education Director Liaison: Lissy Medvedow
Space: Steve Siegel
Website: Dan Halbert
Welcoming: Vacant — nominate yourself 

or a friend! 

While congregants are always welcome and encouraged to discuss questions or concerns 
directly with Rabbi Toba, there are other avenues through which to bring concerns. The Rabbinic 
Liaison Committee exists to ensure the maintenance of a good working relationship between 
Rabbi Toba and the congregation. Issues raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, 
when appropriate, are shared with the Rabbi in a constructive manner. To discuss a question or 
concern, contact Rabbinic Liaison Chair Cindy Shulak-Rome at cbsrome@comcast.net. 

Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist 
Congregation dedicated to creating 
a caring and inclusive community, 
and to enhancing Jewish practice 
and learning in the lives of our 
members.

Rabbinic Liaison

CDT 

Staff & Board 

offering a range of development services – to a range of mission driven organizations. She also 
has worked in a variety of nonprofits, as well as the Boston Public Schools — again, focused 
on development. She is excited to be joining CDT! Many thanks to our Search Committee 
(Committee Chair Lissy Medvedow, Sheryl Koenigsberg, Jon Adler, Rob Greenly, and Linette 
Liebling) for their hard work. And of course, a depth of gratitude to Melissa Colten, our departing 
Executive Director. Please join us for a Havdalah celebration in honor of Melissa on Saturday, 
January 28th from 5-6:30 pm in our sanctuary and virtually.

Finally, I would like to lift up a touching moment. Leaving Kiddush after Dr. Koach Baruch 
Frazier’s teaching on the intersections of anti-Black racism and antisemitism in America today, I 
whispered to two of our founders, Judy and Chayim Herzig-Marx, “You must be so proud of 
what you’ve created.” Judy replied, “CDT is beyond what we imagined.” And this just in 30 years; 
let’s keep dreaming and building together.

From the Office

OFFICE HOURS AND JANUARY CLOSURES
The CDT offices at 60 Highland St will be open Monday-Thursday 10:00 am-6:00 pm and Friday 
9:00 am-4:00 pm. 

Please note that the office will be closed on January 2, 6, and 16. Melissa will also be out of the 
office January 4-5, and her final day with us will be on January 31. Rabbi Toba will have Shabbat 
off on January 21. 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR HAVDALAH IN HONOR OF 
MELISSA COLTEN!
Saturday, January 28, 5:00-6:30 pm
CDT Sanctuary & Zoom
 
5:00-6:00 pm: Havdalah, schmoozing, and program 
(masks mandatory)
6:00-6:30 pm: L’chaim and nosh (masks optional) 

mailto:dtnews%40dorsheitzedek.org?subject=
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Interview of the Month

BECCA O’MURCHADHA 
– CHAIR OF CDT’S 
CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE
Haralie Alpert 

There is a vibrant group 
of parents that provides a 
wonderful support system 
for CDT’s school-age children. 
The parents are members 
of our Children’s Education 

Committee, our version of a PTO.

Becca O’Murchadha is the Chair of the 
Children’s Education Committee. This 
committee includes one parent representative 
from each grade starting with Nitzanim (pre-
kindergarten). Becca states that “Professionally, 
I am a teacher.” This is one of the reasons she 
wanted to be on the CEC originally, because 
of her professional perspective about parent-
teacher-director relationships. Becca started 
as a member of the committee. She is the 
point person to come to if a parent has a 
question about the Religious School. Becca 
can put parents in touch with the right person 
for their question.

In describing what the CEC does, Becca states 
that the CEC supports, advises, and provides 
feedback to Earnest Arky Solomon (CDT’s 
Education Director) as he plans events for the 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious School. The CEC’s participation may 
include working on upcoming activities or 
new policies and procedures. They also help 
publicize school events.

Because the CEC represents all age levels, each 
parent can bring their unique perspective of a 
child’s needs and developmental milestones 
to each meeting. There is a good range of 
diversity of parents on the CEC, and they come 
from a variety of towns where they live. 

There have been many accomplishments since 
Becca has been part of the CEC. For example, 
the committee supported and advised 
COVID policies at our religious school and 
during other events that involved children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the pandemic, there were a lot more 
questions, such as what rules the CEC had 
and what rules the parents were comfortable 
with. These changes to school policy often 
happened week-to-week or month-to-month.

Another recent accomplishment of the CEC 
was a review of the amount of time per week 
that a class meets. The amount of time for 
the kindergarten class was looked at. Parents 
wanted to meet more often and therefore 
this year there was change. The committee 
increased the kindergarten days and hours. 

Becca notes that future goals for the 
committee include the coordination of the 
Chanukah party and organizing a children’s 
celebration of Rabbi Toba’s 25 years with our 
synagogue. The CEC also provides thank yous 
to the teachers at the end of the year that 
usually includes gifts and celebrations.

If any of our CDT members want to join or 
share ideas with the CEC committee, Becca 
suggests that you get in touch with Earnest, 
herself, or the parent representative of their 
child’s Religious School class. There are also 
opportunities for one-time support such as 
volunteering at end-of-year celebrations.

Becca has a unique connection with 
CDT. Becca’s mom, Joyce Galaski, was a 
Reconstructionist rabbi. When Becca was a 
child, her mom studied to become a rabbi 
at the same time and at the same school as 
our very own Rabbi Toba! The school was the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in the 
suburbs of Philadelphia. Becca has known 
Rabbi Toba since she was 10 years old!

CDT Chanukah Block Party 5782, 
chaired by Becca (December 2021)
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ALL-AGES EREV SHABBAT
Fridays, January 6 & February 3, 6:00-8:00 pm
CDT’s Fellowship Hall & Sanctuary

Adults and kids of all ages are invited to join 
us for this musical erev Shabbat service, with 
dinner! In January, we’ll gather at 6 pm for 
candle-lighting and a vegetarian potluck 
dinner — please bring a main dish or salad to 
share (enough for about 8 people); drinks and 
dessert will be provided. The service starts at 
6:45 pm, with an Oneg at around 7:30 pm.  
 
On February 3, we’ll celebrate Shabbat Shira 
– the Shabbat of Song – with a catered dinner 
at 6 pm and a special musical service at 6:45 
pm, featuring Rabbi Toba and CDT musicians!

SHABBAT MORNING 
SERVICES 

Shabbat Vayechi
Saturday, January 7, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
CDT Sanctuary &  Zoom

All are invited to join Rabbi Toba either in the 
CDT sanctuary or on Zoom for this Shabbat 
morning service as we read from and discuss 
the very end of the book of Genesis. Kiddush 
lunch follows services.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday 
Shabbat – with special guest Chaplain 
Clementina Chéry!
Saturday, January 14, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
CDT Sanctuary &  Zoom

As we celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. King 
and begin our reading of the book of Exodus, 
we are thrilled to be hosting the founder and 
CEO of the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute, 
Chaplain Clementina Chéry. CDT has been 

participating in the Peace Institute’s Mother’s 
Day Walk for Peace for over 15 years, and  
Chaplain Chéry visited us back in 2014. This 
year, she will share her reflections on how her 
work is connected to Dr. King’s legacy, what it 
means to pay attention to the importance of 
healing in our work for peace and justice, and 
invite us into conversation about how each 
of us is “called” to do our work in the world. 
All are welcome to join us either in the CDT 
sanctuary or on Zoom for this special Shabbat. 
Kiddush lunch follows services.

Chaplain Clementina 
M. Chéry is the founder, 
president, and CEO 
of the Louis D. Brown 
Peace Institute (LDBPI) in 
Boston, Massachusetts, 
a center of healing, 
teaching, and learning 

for families and communities impacted by 
murder, trauma, grief, and loss. Chaplain Chéry 
and her family founded the Peace Institute in 
1994 after her 15-year-old son Louis D. Brown was 
murdered in the cross fire of a shoot-out. With 
over 25 years of experience as a survivor serving 
families impacted by murder, Chaplain Chéry 
has developed the best practices in the field of 
homicide response. Her professional goal is to 
transform society’s response to homicide so 
that all families are treated with dignity and 
compassion, regardless of the circumstances. 
Her spiritual goal is to become a minister of God’s 
peace that is rooted in love, unity, faith, hope, 
courage, justice, and forgiveness.

Shabbat Va’era
Saturday, January 21, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
CDT Sanctuary &  Zoom

All are invited to join CDT Rabbinic Intern Akiva 
Nelson and member-leaders for Shabbat 

morning prayers, song, and Torah reading and 
study! Kiddush lunch follows services.

Shabbat Bo
Saturday, January 28, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
CDT Sanctuary &  Zoom

All are welcome to join Rabbi Toba in the CDT 
sanctuary or on Zoom for Shabbat morning 
services and Torah discussion. Kiddush lunch 
follows services.

Shabbat Shira & Refugee Shabbat 
– B’shallach
Saturday, February 4, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
CDT Sanctuary &  Zoom

All are welcome to join Rabbi Toba in the CDT 
sanctuary or on Zoom for Shabbat morning 
services and Torah discussion as we read 
about the Israelites crossing of the Reed Sea 
and the song they sang — hence the name 
of this Shabbat! We’ll have an extra-musical 
Shabbat morning in honor of this Shabbat of 
song. 

This Shabbat morning, we will also honor all 
the work of our Afghan Resettlement Project 
and the year-plus of our hosting a refugee 
family from Afghanistan. Kiddush lunch will 
follow services.

MINDFUL MORNINGS  
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:30-9:15 am
Zoom  

We invite all CDT members to consider joining 
us for meditation. No meditation experience 
or regular commitment required. For 
questions or to find out more, please contact 
Karen Arnold or Carole Slipowitz.

Shabbat, Holidays, and Spiritual Practice 
We are excited to be gathering again in person for Shabbat services and holiday programs (most are also available on Zoom)!
 
COVID Protocols: For our in-person gatherings, vaccination/booster shots are required for all those who are eligible aged 5 and 
older, and masks are required of all persons aged 2 and older (KN95 or better recommended). Kids too young for vaccination are 
welcome! Please check our website for ongoing updates about our COVID policies, and see the calendar listing for each service to find 
information about Zoom links, links to our Shabbat prayerbook, and other information. 

We are fragrance-free: For the health of our community, we also ask that all those attending programs in person refrain from wearing 
fragrances, including perfume, hair and body sprays, and other scented products. These cause illness for some of our members, and we 
appreciate all of our members’ and guests’ efforts to keep our space fragrance-free.
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CDT MEN CELEBRATE 
SHABBATON TOGETHER
Rob Greenly

Fifteen Dorshei Tzedek men gathered for a 
first-ever overnight Shabbaton on December 
2nd and 3rd. The planning committee of 
Emmanuel Cantor, Rob Greenly, Eric Karp, 
Andrew Sofer, and Scott Tepper coordinated 
a full schedule at the Edwards House in 
Framingham, MA. The weekend kicked off 
with a Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by a 
Shabbat dinner. The participants got to know 
each other better by sharing the history of 
their English and Hebrew names. The evening 
ended in robust singing and guitar playing led 
at various times by Jeff Arnold, Andrew Sofer, 
Richard Gomberg, and Dan Halbert. 

After Saturday breakfast, the group had a 
brisk walk on the Edwards House grounds 
followed by Shabbat morning meditation 
led by Andrew. Emmanuel led the Shabbat 
morning service. After Chevruta discussion, 
Eric Karp shared a d'var on Jacob’s dream, a 
sense of place, and the ladder (with reference 
to Stairway to Heaven!). Shabbat lunch 
and free time was followed by Dan Rome 
facilitating a discussion on Jewish masculinity.  

 
The weekend came to a close with a sunset 
Hitbodedut spiritual practice, a closing 
exercise identifying highlights of the weekend 
through pictures and imagery, and Havdalah 
service.

In a survey of participants, comments 
included, “It was fantastic in so many ways. 
Great content. Great singing together. Lovely 
space. Good to get away for a real Shabbat. 
Good to connect w/ folks I like and others I 
didn't know before. Great to hear men just 
sharing openly - conversations we don't often 
have in the everyday….It was a wonderful 
time to meet other CDT men and get more 
engaged in a spiritual path….A rare bonding 
experience among CDT men built on Jewish 
ritual practice….Great music, conversation, 
Torah study and a chance to really put our 
packs down for a day!”

The men were very appreciative of the support 
from both Rabbi Toba and Melissa Colten 
for this Shabbaton. Plans are underway for 
another Shabbaton, perhaps in June of 2024. 
The monthly men’s Zoom continues the third 
Monday of every month. All CDT members 
identifying with manhood are welcome to 
join each and every month.

Shabbat, Holidays, and Spiritual Practice (cont.)

From the left, up and then down the staircase: 
Emmanuel Cantor, Jeff Arnold, Bob Warren, 

Dan Halbert, Dani Krasa, Andrew Sofer, 
Stephen Zisk, Eric Karp, Roy Edelstein, Scott 

Tepper, Dan Rome, Rob Greenly, Richard 
Gomberg, Jeff Sacks. Missing: Doug Hersh

TU B'SHVAT

Tu B'Shvat Seder
with CDT Rabbinic Intern Akiva Nelson
Sunday, February 5, 5:00-6:30pm
FUSN (1326 Washington St, West Newton)
 
The 15th day of the month of the Hebrew month of 
Sh'vat is also known as the "new year of the trees," 
marking the season when the almond trees begin 
to bloom in the land of Israel. Over the centuries, Tu 
B'Shvat has taken on mystical and environmental 
meanings. At this Tu B'Shvat seder, we will explore 
teachings related to trees and the earth, connecting 
to the many levels of meaning found in this holiday.

CDT Tu B'Shvat 5778 Seder 
(January 2018)
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NEW MEMBER WELCOME 
A warm welcome to new members Erika 
Simmons and Anne Simmons!

MAZEL TOV
Mazel tov to Barbara Shatkin, Allison 
Hausman, Tony Broh, and all of the CDT JALSA 
Postcarding Campaign writers for sending 
out 3300 postcards for the Georgia and North 
Carolina midterm elections: 
Sara Dash, Miriam Bronstein, Sharon Gorberg, 
Amy Pollack, Emily Mathis, Rob Greenly, 
Barbara Pittel, Jenny Sartori, Tom Brown, Abby 
Cohen, Trish Nuzzola, Daniel Krasa, Nancy 
Gertz, Marjorie Salvadon, Louise Enoch, Jo 
Radner, Jacob Weinberg, Jodie Siegel, Susan 
Dargon-Hart, John Holohan, Annette Jacobs, 
Judy Herzig-Marx, Helaine Carroll, Allison 
Andrews, Bonnie Tenneriello, Carol Hausman, 
Diana Fisher Gomberg, Eileen Morrison, 
Stav Keshet, Zelda Gamson, Mark & Denise 
Yurkofsky, Jan Vogel, Ann Spanel, and Elaine 
Bresnick.

TODAH RABAH
A huge Todah Rabah to a who helped make 
our first in-person Chanukah party since the 
start of the pandemic such a success:
To workshop leaders Rabbi Emily Mathis, 
Shira Cohen, Ali Moss, Adah Hetko, Devora 
Rohr, Akiva Nelson, and Hannah Limov; to the 
set-up crew Elizabeth Ferrenz, Jenny Siegel, 
Batya Ferrenz Siegel, and Suzi Dargon-Hart; 
and to the CDT Youth Band (led by Joanna 
Marcus and Ayla Kobi) Sam Aghassi Springer, 
Sammy and Mia Auslander, Maya McCarthy, 
Helena Gates, and Neo Goldbarg. Thank you 
to our Sindyanna oil representative, Jonathan 

Rosenthal, and our Kitah Hey fairtrade gelt 
salespeople. 
 
Thank you to all who shared a story for CDT 
Lights! Your stories were inspiring and brought 
us all closer to CDT’s values this Chanukah 
season:
Melody Komyerov, Janet Penn, Sheryl 
Koeningsberg, Jonathan Lewis, and Kirsten 
Kuhn-Kutteh.
 
Thank you to all those who provided Kiddush 
on very short notice in November: 
Valerie Graf & Doron Gan, Thea Brite, Roy 
Edelstein, and Benjamin Tillinger. 
 
Thank you to all those who provided Kiddush 
in December:
Janice Cole, Lauren Gibbs (in memory of 
Mara and Pat Gibbs), Sue Lanser & Jo Radner, 
Dianne Lior, Michele Arons & Michael Brann, 

Akiva Nelson, Elizabeth 
Ferrenz, Allison Peiser, 
Jacqui Bloomberg, Beth 
Green, Barbara & Elliot 
Pittel (in memory of 
Barbara's mother, Edith 
Bushman), Amy Mazur (in 
memory of her parents, 
Rhoda & Marvin Mazur), 
Robin Bernstein, Beth 
Brooks, Shahar Colt 
& Darya Mattes, Ilana 
Mainelli, Eileen Morrison 
& Michael Jablon, Ellen 
Hemley, Bill & Phyllis 

Kantor (in memory of Phyllis's mother, Sylvia 
Waltzer), Linda Katz, and Jamie Tessler.
 
Thank you to Jacob Weinberg and Shawn Bact 
for hosting a Parent Cafe Affinity Space for 
Parents and Caregivers of GIaNTs at Religious 
School!

REFUAH SHLEYMAH
We send blessings of healing to Anya Rhodes, 
Jaime Wurzel, Emelia Webbe, Gail Pressberg, 
and Harriet Budd.  

YAHRZEIT
This month we remember CDT member 
Marty Bresnick on the occasion of his 21st 
yahrzeit, which falls this year on January 21. 
We will remember Marty at Shabbat morning 
services on January 28. May his memory be 
for a blessing.

We also remember CDT member Mara Gibbs, 
whose 5th yahrzeit falls this year on February 
2.  We will remember Mara at Shabbat morning 
services on  February 4. May her memory be 
for a blessing.

CONDOLENCES
We extend our condolences to Alan Epstein on 
the death of his mother, Etta Epstein, mother-
in-law of Louise Enoch and grandmother of 
Hannah Epstein. May her memory be for a 
blessing. 

Community
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We also extend our condolences to Jerold 
Gelfand on the death of his father, Fred 
Gelfand, father-in-law of Jennifer Nichols 
and grandfather of Carolyn Gelfand. May his 
memory be for a blessing.

And we extend our condolences to Jessica 
Middlebrook on the death of her father 
Steve Middlebrook, father-in-law of David 

Weintraub and grandfather of Audrey 
Middlebrook and Edith Weintraub. May his 
memory be for a blessing.

And we extend our condolences to Amy 
Westebbe on the death of her father, Zabathy 
Meltzer, father-in-law of David Broad. May his 
memory be for a blessing.

MOURNING AT CDT
As a reference,  CDT members have 
created the brochure “Finding Comfort, 
Giving Support: A Guide to Mourning at 
Congregation Dorshei Tzedek,” available on 
the resource table in our sanctuary and on 
our website at dorsheitzedek.org/mourning. 

AVELUT: SUPPORT FOR 
THOSE IN MOURNING 
Tuesday, January 10, 7:30-9:15 pm 
Zoom 

All CDT members who are in the various stages 
of mourning are welcome to attend as we  
support one another, reflect on loss on the 
occasion of a yahrzeit, and remember the 
legacies of the loved ones we carry with us. 
Drop-ins are always welcome anytime. For 
more information, please contact Nancy Gertz 
at nancy.gertz@gmail.com or Dianne Lior at 
dianne.lior@gmail.com. 

CDT FILM CLUB
Saturday, January 14, 8:00-9:00 pm 
Zoom

Please join us for a discussion of Beyond the 
Bolex! Watch the film on your own any time 
before the discussion. 

Beyond the Bolex (2018, 1 hr 34 min): When 
visionary Jewish immigrant Jacques Bolsey 
invents the Bolex in the 1920's, he puts the 
first home movie camera in the hands of 
everyday folks, fomenting a film revolution 
that still inspires artists to this day. Nearly a 
century later, Alyssa Bolsey uncovers his long 
lost archive and journeys to discover the man 

behind the machine through his personal 
and professional struggles.

Contact f ilmclub@dorsheitzedek.org 
with questions, film suggestions, to lead a 
discussion, or to be put on our mailing list.

CDT MEN’S GROUP 
Monday, January 16, 8:00-9:00 pm 
Zoom 

The CDT Men’s Group meets on the third 
Monday of each month and is open to anyone 
who identifies with manhood. Contact Dan 
Rome at dan.rome.md@gmail.com for more 
information. 

CDT Groups and Events 

Learning

LEARNER’S MINYAN
with Rabbinic Intern Akiva Nelson
Saturdays, January 21 & 28 and February 4 & 11, 
10:00 am-12:00 pm
CDT (60 Highland St; in-person only)
 
We're excited to announce the upcoming 
Learner's Minyan at CDT! Are you seeking 
to cultivate awe, gratitude, humility, and 
compassion on a regular basis? Excited to 
develop skills so that you can better follow 
along (or lead!) prayer services? Enjoy singing, 
but don't quite get the whole "prayer" thing? 
Or maybe you just want to dig deeper into the 
wonderful world of Jewish liturgy and prayer? 
If any of these describe you, join CDT and 
Rabbinic Intern Akiva Nelson for the launch of 
our Learner's Minyan!

The purpose of the Learner's Minyan is to 
provide people who are not as familiar with 
the Shabbat morning service a space to ask 
questions, learn choreography, take a look at 
the prayerbook, and explore the meaning of 
each part of the service. It will be a space to 
explore how prayer can be so much more than 
just asking G-d for things you want, a pathway 
to build skills to better participate in Jewish 
prayer, and an opportunity to build a more 
personal relationship with the oftentimes 
opaque Jewish prayer service. We'll be 
spending part of the time in the sanctuary 
during the Shabbat morning service and part 
of the time in a separate space to learn and 
discuss. 

Email a.nelson@dorsheitzedek.org if you're 
interested in learning more or think the 
Learner's Minyan may be for you. 

SHABBAT MORNING TORAH 
STUDY
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer
Saturdays, January 7 & February 11, 9:00-9:45 am 
Zoom only
 
Shabbat morning Torah study is back! 
All are welcome to join Rabbi Toba for an 
exploration of the weekly Torah portion, using 
commentaries both ancient and new. We will 
meet on Zoom for the months of January and 
February.

Community (cont.)

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org/mourning
mailto:nancy.gertz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dianne.lior%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:filmclub%40dorsheitzedek.org?subject=
mailto:dan.rome.md%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:a.nelson%40dorsheitzedek.org?subject=
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Reconstructing Judaism Movement

ANTISEMITISM AND 
ISRAEL-RELATED SPEECH
Sunday, January 8, 2:00 pm
Zoom 

When is Israel-related speech antisemitic, and 
when is it not? This question will be the focus 
of a webinar exploring several competing 
contemporary definitions of antisemitism 
and the debates surrounding their different 
approaches to Israel-related speech.

Join members of the movement's Joint 
Israel Commission as well as the authors of 
two essays expressing contrasting views 
about a public statement Reconstructing 
Judaism made in 2021 about the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Association's 
definition of antisemitism and Israel-related 
speech. Joining us as well will be Prof. Amos 
Goldberg of the Department of Jewish History 
and Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, co-author of the 
Jerusalem Declaration, one of several recently 
created definitions of antisemitism addressing 
Israel-related speech.

Register now at this Zoom link: https://tinyurl.
com/ybrp9tnc

This webinar is linked to the this online resource 
guide: https://www.reconstructingjudaism.
org/antisemitism-and-israel-related-speech/

 
REPARATIONS RESOLUTION 
UPDATE
Linda Kramer

The Reconstructing Judaism Plenum voted on 
December 11th, 2022 to pass the Reparations 

Resolution! The plenum is a group with 
one representative from each RJ affiliated 
congregation, which discusses issues of the 
day and votes on matters put before the 
movement. CDT voted on whether to endorse 
the resolution on Sunday December 4th (see 
our presidents column on pages 1-2 for more 
info) and our vote was a resounding YES! At 
the plenum meeting 60 out of 96 possible 
affiliated congregations voted; 49 voted yes 
and 11 voted to abstain. The resolution passed! 
Stay tuned for more info about next steps on 
this important issue.

Youth and Family Programming

CELEBRATING THE JOYS OF 
CAMP HAVAYA
Cindy Shulak-Rome

Camp Havaya (formerly known as Camp JRF) 
is celebrating its 20th birthday. I recall casting 
my vote 21 years ago, at a Reconstructionist 
movement board meeting, in favor of starting 
a camp. At the time, it wasn’t clear we had 
the funding or the infrastructure in our small 
movement to start its own camp, but some 
of us on that board believed “if we build it, 
they will come.” Now, 20 years later, camp is 
thriving and a place where many of our young 
members have grown and deepened their 
connection to Judaism. In fact, over the past 
couple summers, CDT has sent one of our 
movement’s largest contingents of campers.

Over the years, Dan and I have witnessed first-
hand the unique magic of Camp Havaya and 

the way it brings Reconstructionist values to 
life for our youth. Some years back, we started 
the CDT Camp Havaya Scholarship Fund to 
provide support for our members who want 
to send their children to Camp Havaya, the 
only Reconstructionist camp in the US. If you 
or someone in your family has experienced 
the wonder of Camp Havaya, or are a believer 
in the power of a great Jewish summer camp 
to shape young lives, we encourage you to 
consider a donation to CDT’s Camp Havaya 

Scholarship Fund. Join us as we extend a 
Mazal Tov to Camp Havaya for 20 great years of 
Reconstructionist Summer Camping!

To make a donation to our CDT Camp 
Havaya Scholarship Fund, send funds 
to CDT and designate “Camp Havaya 
Scholarship Fund” along with the 
contribution.

"'Reparations in Pursuit 
of Repairing the world' by 
Ayeola Omolara Kaplan 

was commissioned by 
Reconstructing Judaism 

and is now part of 
the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College's 

permanent collection. The 
organization has made 
combating systematic 
racism a core priority." 

– Bryan Schwartzman of 
Reconstructing Judaism

https://tinyurl.com/ybrp9tnc
https://tinyurl.com/ybrp9tnc
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/antisemitism-and-israel-related-speech/ 
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/antisemitism-and-israel-related-speech/ 
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I/P PEACE WINTER STUDY 
GROUP:  PALESTINIAN AND 
ISRAELI VISIONS BEYOND 
TWO STATES
Wednesdays, January 25, February 22, and 
March 15, 7:30-8:30 pm
Zoom

CDT’s Israel/Palestine Peace Group is pleased 
to offer a new winter study group for 2023! This 
year, we will explore the general concept of 
“a land for all” and focus more deeply on two 
inspiring explorations of a shared future that 
can accommodate both Jewish and Palestinian 
priorities. Our discussions will draw upon two 
short works, Omri Boehm’s Haifa Republic 
(2021, available in print and e-book versions) 
and Jonathan Kuttab’s Beyond the Two-
State Solution (2020, freely available online). 
Grounded in both historical understanding 
and contemporary realities, these works 
explore current challenges to peace and 
propose pathways toward resolution 
that are at once visionary and pragmatic. 
 

The study group will meet at 7:30 pm on three 
Wednesday evenings: January 25, February 
22, and March 15. The first two meetings will 
take place on Zoom; depending on feasibility, 
the final meeting may be hybrid. All members 
of CDT are welcome to attend. Reading in 
preparation for each session is encouraged 
but not required. Watch your email for further 
details about recommended readings for each 
session.

GBIO HOUSING TEACH IN
Sunday, January 29, 2:00-4:00 pm
CDT (60 Highland St) & Zoom

Save the date for Sunday, January 29 at 2 
pm; more info to follow soon. Pre-register 
on Zoom; the link can be found on the CDT 
calendar.

CDT's GBIO Core Team will be getting into 
the details with you about the Housing 
Justice Campaign that is currently launching. 
We will share information about the 

strategies, "targets" (who we will be holding 
accountable) and budgetary aspects of both 
the state wide and the local efforts that are 
getting underway. These efforts will be to 
address public housing needs, affordable 
housing (Transfer Fee legislation and MBTA 
Communities Act implementation), as well 
as housing for the mentally ill and returning 
citizens.

The goal of our Teach In will be to educate 
our members so that when we need you 
for actions, in-district meetings, calls to 
legislators, and local organizing (all of this 
starting in the spring); you will be informed, 
excited, and ready to go!

THANK YOU to all who have contributed 
this year to the Impact Fund. Contributions 
made in January will be credited to the 2022 
fundraising. So it's not too late!

If you have any questions about GBIO's 
activities, please be in touch with Louise 
Enoch at lpenoch@gmail.com.

Tikkun Olam 

Chesed

SIGNING UP FOR CHESED
Chad Pytel

Our community values chesed, acts of loving-
kindness. When a member has a significant 
life event such as a birth or adoption, illness, or 
death in the family, other members volunteer 
to provide a Shabbat dinner, a weekday meal 
or a food basket, a ride, an errand, or a visit. 
These gestures of practical comfort and caring 
acknowledge each other's life transitions or 
stressful times.

We would like to be sure everyone in 
our community is signed up to receive 
notifications of Chesed opportunities. 

We use a service called LotsaHelpingHands to 
publish and coordinate these opportunities. 
It’s a separate signup from any of the other 
CDT mailing lists, so if you’re not signed up 
please go to https://dorsheitzedek.org/
chesed-signup.

Signing up does not obligate you to volunteer, 
but it will keep you informed of life cycle 
events in our community.

If you have a Chesed need, know someone 
in our community who has a need, or are 
interested in joining the Chesed Committee, 
please contact the Chesed Coordinators at 
chesed@dorsheitzedek.org.

Rabbi Toba is available to talk about any spiritual, religious, or personal issues that you might want to discuss. To schedule an appointment, please 
contact Rabbi Toba (confidentially) at t.spitzer@dorsheitzedek.org. Rabbi Toba does not check email on Shabbat (Friday evening through Saturday 
evening) or on Mondays (her day off). For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is available through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. 
This fund is completely confidential.  For pastoral support while Rabbi Toba is away, please contact chesed@dorsheitzedek.org to get in touch with 
“on call” rabbis. 

mailto:lpenoch%40gmail.com?subject=
https://dorsheitzedek.org/chesed-signup
https://dorsheitzedek.org/chesed-signup
mailto:chesed%40dorsheitzedek.org?subject=
mailto:t.spitzer%40dorsheitzedek.org?subject=
mailto:chesed%40dorsheitzedek.org?subject=
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There are many ways to financially support Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, including contributions to the General Fund or to targeted funds. The 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund is not part of the congregation’s operating expenses; monies in this fund are used for tzedakah in the greater community, 
for special needs of the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help pay for an adult education program) and, most importantly, to help out congregants 
in need.  We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions: 

30TH ANNIVERSARY GALA 
DONATIONS
Stacey Chacker
Elaine Pollack
Robert Warren

GENERAL FUND
Sheree Galpert — In memory of Joe Slipowitz
Benis Bernstein & Hugh Fenimore —  In 
memory of Cynthia Grace Bernstein
Steffi Aronson Karp & Eric Karp
Carole Slipowitz —  With thanks to Lisa Schneier 
and Karen Arnold for their beautiful leadership 
of shivah minyan services for my father, Joseph 
Slipowitz

HIGH HOLYDAYS 
DONATIONS
Benis Bernstein & Hugh Fenimore
Judy Pollack

NEDIV LEV
Cindy Shulak-Rome & Dan Rome — In memory 
of Etta Epstein and Joe Slipowitz

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 
Denise  & Mark Yurkovsky — With thanks to 
Rabbi Toba
Jamie Tessler — In honor of Stacey Chacker 
for her steady, warm, and thoughtful service as 
President

Nediv Lev
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January 2023    •    Tevet/Sh'vat 5783
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Tevet 8 2 Tevet 9

Office Closed for 
Federal Holiday

3 Tevet 10

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings

4 Tevet 11 5 Tevet 12

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings

6 Tevet 13

  6:00pm All-Ages Erev 
Shabbat

7 Tevet 14

Vayechi
  9:00am Shabbat 
Morning Torah Study 
with Rabbi Toba
  10:00am Shabbat 
Morning Services

8 Tevet 15

  9:30am Sunday 
Religious School
  9:30am Nitzanim 
Sunday Religious School 
and Family Ed
  9:30am Gan Family Ed
  3:00pm Wise Aging
  2:00pm Antisemitism 
and Israel-Related 
Speech: A Webinar 
by RJ

9 Tevet 16

  4:30pm GIaNTs Affinity 
Group on Zoom

10 Tevet 17

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings
  4:00pm Tuesday 
Religious School
  7:30pm Avelut

11 Tevet 18 12 Tevet 19

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings

13 Tevet 20 14 Tevet 21

Shemot
  9:30am Shorashim 
Shabbat & Shabbat 
Childcare
  10:00am MLK Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Special Guest Chaplain 
Clementina Chéry
  8:00pm Film Club 
Discussion: Beyond the 
Bolex

15 Tevet 22 16 Tevet 23

Office Closed for MLK 
Day

  8:00pm CDT Men’s 
Group

17 Tevet 24

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings
  4:00pm Tuesday 
Religious School 

18 Tevet 25 19 Tevet 26

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings
  6:00pm Kulam: 8th 
Grade Program

20 Tevet 27 21 Tevet 28

Vaera
  10:00am Shabbat 
Learner's Minyan
  10:00am Shabbat 
Morning Services
  5:30pm Shorashim 
Havdalah (5 years old 
& under)

22 Tevet 29

  9:30am Sunday 
Religious School
  9:30am Kitah Vav 
Family Ed

23 Sh'vat 1

Rosh Chodesh Sh'vat
24 Sh'vat 2

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings
  4:00pm Tuesday 
Religious School: Rosh 
Chodesh
  6:00pm High School 
Youth Group

25 Sh'vat 3

  7:30pm I/P Peace 
Study Group: 
Palestinian and Israeli 
Visions Beyond Two 
States

26 Sh'vat 4

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings

27 Sh'vat 5

  5:30pm CDT 
Lights: Chanukah 
Candlelighting

28 Sh'vat 6

Bo
  8:45am Mindful 
Shabbat
  10:00am Shabbat 
Morning Services
  10:00am Shabbat 
Learner's Minyan
  5:00pm Havdalah in 
Honor of Melissa Colten

29 Sh'vat 7

  9:30am Sunday 
Religious School
  9:30am Kitah Zayin 
Family Ed
  2:00pm GBIO Housing 
Teach In

30 Sh'vat 8 31 Sh'vat 9

  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings
  4:00pm Tuesday 
Religious School 

1 Sh'vat 10 2 Sh'vat 11

 
  8:30am Mindful 
Mornings

3 Sh'vat 12

 

  6:00pm All-Ages Erev 
Shabbat Shira

4 Sh'vat 13

B’shallach
  10:00am Shabbat Shira 
& Refugee Shabbat 
Morning Services
  10:00am Shabbat 
Learner's Minyan



Address correction requested

Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland St.
West Newton, MA 02465

Do you need a large print version of the newsletter? 
Contact the office at office@dorsheitzedek.org

 

 » Relaunching Kiddush at CDT for 5783 has been an exciting and mostly-successful learning 
process so far; our deepest thanks to all of you who have contributed to making that possible!  

 » Pre-COVID, CDT’s Kiddush lunches after Shabbat services (and our monthly erev Shabbat meals) 
were a central way that we brought our community together, allowing us to share a meal and 
schmooze with old friends and new. To support this, we are again asking each adult member to 
co-host two Kiddushim per year with a team of other members.  

 » Volunteer opportunities include Shabbat morning Kiddush, All-Ages Erev Shabbat, Zoom 
greeting, and the Tu B'Shvat seder. 

 » Email Alistaire at a.webbe@dorsheitzedek.org for help. 

To select your date and get answers to FAQs, please visit 
www.dorsheitzedek.org/kiddush

KIDDUSH SIGN-UPS ARE LIVE FOR JANUARY-JUNE!

mailto:a.webbe%40dorsheitzedek.org?subject=
https://www.dorsheitzedek.org/kiddush

