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Learning and Leading
by Lissy Medvedow

Photo: CDT members at the CDT Tu B’Shevat Seder, January 2018. Photo by Josette Akresh-Gonzales

 AS I EXPLORE new CDT activities and participate in 
more of everything, I continue to be amazed at the 
generosity, spirit, and leadership of this congregation. 

For example, in all my years of being a member, I had never been 
to the Tu Bishvat Seder. Sitting down at a table abundant with per-
simmons, clementines, nuts, carob, and dates (thank you to those 
who brought such yummy treats), we learned about the seasonal 
roots of the holiday from Rabbi Shahar and Rabbi Toba but mostly, 
we shared stories, and enjoyed the food and wine (grape juice, too) 
that went from white to pink to more pink and then red, to align 
with the seasons. And to top it off, Laya Steinberg, our gardening 
guru, displayed her creative teaching prowess and brought seeds, 
clay, and other art supplies, to let the kid in us get our hands dirty in 
an art project, one that might actually yield vegetables and flowers. 

Now that my daughters are young adults, I’m long gone from the 
days of schlepping to Hebrew School and figuring out carpooling 
schedules. But lately, I’ve gone several times to JCDS, the Jewish 
Community Day School in Watertown where we hold our Sunday 
school program. There’s a great vibe as you wander around, peek-
ing into classrooms, watching children engage in Judaic study. Our 

Hebrew School program has really evolved. The kids study history, 
ethics, culture, Hebrew, and liturgy. While the children are in class, 
their parents meet at the religious school “café” over fair trade 
coffee, a time to be social and exchange ideas. At a meeting of the 
Children’s Education Committee (CEC), led by Sharon Sevransky 
and Andy Stefano, a group of these dedicated parents think about 
— and then implement — ways to enhance the connections be-
tween and among our Hebrew School families. If you haven’t been, 
the Members Meeting is being held at JCDS on Sunday morning, 
March 11th, from 10-noon. I hope to see you there.

At a Tikkun Olam Committee meeting, one couldn’t help but be 
astounded at the commitment of so many of our members and the 
breadth of our initiatives. Sanctuary, gardening, criminal justice 
reform, GBIO, prison mentorship, and more — all being led by 
Abby Cohen and other passionate members of CDT. Social justice 
is active and vibrant at CDT.

We are blessed to have so many leaders among the members of 
CDT, both within and outside of the congregation. And while many 
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Rabbinic Liaison
The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists to ensure the maintenance of a good working 
relationship between our rabbi and the congregation. While congregants are always 
welcome and encouraged to discuss questions or concerns directly with Rabbi Toba, they 
may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison Committee. Issues 
raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared 
with the Rabbi in a constructive manner. To discuss a question or concern, contact Cindy 
Shulak–Rome, Rabbinic Liaison Chair at cbsrome@comcast.net.

of the leaders involved in CDT initiatives are known, there are many more who remain 
unknown, unidentified, or perhaps just untapped. 

In my own leadership development, I’m trying to delve into more of what we do at CDT, 
ranging from infrastructure issues to ritual activities. I’m learning more about Judaism 
and going outside of my comfort zone. Leadership looks and feels different for everyone. 
I’m forging my own path; someone else might take another route entirely. There’s no one 
right way to serve a community or take on a leadership role. We each have a part to play in 
sustaining and building our community. 

Maybe you have been musing about stepping up and taking on a leadership role at CDT — 
joining a committee, organizing a project, serving on the Board — or looking to develop 
leadership skills for your own personal or professional growth. If so, we have just the op-
portunity for you. Starting on Tuesday, March 20th, and running for three consecutive 
Tuesday evenings, CDT is offering a three-workshop pilot series on leadership develop-
ment. Leadership will be explored from within a Jewish perspective, by looking at CDT 
through the lens of our congregation’s history, and ultimately, by practical application. Two 
hardworking members of the Executive Committee, Ellen Hemley, VP of Leadership, and 
Rob Greenly, CDT Secretary, are creating the program. 

Be bold! Step up! See you there!

Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist 
Congregation dedicated to creating a caring and 
inclusive community, and to enhancing Jewish 
practice and learning in the lives of our 
members.

CDT

Photos: Rabbi Toba and CDT members at the CDT Tu B’Shevat Seder (above), Laya Steinberg leading 
seed-art activity (opposite), January 2018. Photos by Josette Akresh-Gonzales
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Shabbat
ALL-AGES EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday evenings, March 9, April 13, May 4

6:00pm candle-lighting & potluck dinner, 
6:45pm service

Join us for this fun, musical, all-ages cel-
ebration of Shabbat! We begin with candle-
lighting and the Shabbat blessings at 6 pm, 
followed by a vegetarian potluck dinner 
(please bring a main dish or salad, enough 
for 10-15 people; drinks and dessert pro-
vided). Services begin at 6:45pm, and we 
end with Oneg Shabbat dessert at 7:30pm.

SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY 
WITH RABBI TOBA SPITZER
Saturday mornings, 8:45-9:40am, March 10, 
April 14, May 5

All are welcome to explore the weekly To-
rah portion, with commentaries both tra-
ditional and modern. No text study experi-
ence necessary! Bring your own caffeinated 
beverage.

GOT SHABBAT?
Saturday morning, March 17, 9:45am-noon

People of all ages are welcome at this Shab-
bat celebration, as we begin the book of 
Vayikra, the priestly book of the Torah, and 

its instructions for becoming a holy people. 
We begin together with morning songs and 
blessings at 9:45am, followed by workshops 
for all ages from 10:15-11:15am, including 
Tot Shabbat, yoga, drumming, and more! 
We come together for the Torah reading 
at 11:20am and then will enjoy a Kiddush 
lunch at noon. Don’t miss it!

BAT MITZVAH OF MAAYAN SARIT 
MAGAZINER
March 10

On March 10, our daughter Maayan Sarit 
Magaziner, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah! 
Please join us for Shabbat services followed 
by a Kiddush lunch.

Maayan is now in 7th grade at The Rashi 
School, having attended the Rafael Her-
nandez Bilingual Elementary School in 
Boston prior. Maayan has enjoyed dancing 
in a Latin American dance troupe in Bos-
ton, and playing on Rashi’s currently unde-
feated girls’ basketball team, among many 
other things!

For her Tikkun Olam project Maayan vol-
unteered at The Family Table delivering 
food to people in different neighborhoods 
of our own city. If you would like to donate 

food for the Family Table the day of Maay-
an’s Bat Mitzvah, we would be happy to 
bring it to JFCS in time for the next Family 
Table distribution day. (Priority items in-
clude raisins, kosher whole grain crackers, 
and dried beans.) Thank you in advance for 
any contributions.
— Hilary Marcus and Jonathan 
Magaziner

BAR MITZVAH OF IZZY FEINFELD
March 24, 9:45-noon

Please join us as our son Izzy Feinfeld is 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Izzy is 
a seventh grader at Thurston Middle School 
in Westwood, MA. Izzy plays trombone in 
the school band and jazz band, and he en-
joys playing basketball and reading. Izzy’s 
tikkun olam project was a book drive in 
Westwood for 826 Boston, a nonprofit that 
supports literacy among traditionally un-
derserved students ages 6-18. His neighbors 
donated almost 2000 books, most of which 
now comprise the lending library in the 
826 Writers’ Room at the Boston Teachers 
Union School in Jamaica Plain. Please join 
us downstairs for Kiddush lunch following 
the service. 
— Marjorie Feld and Michael Fein

UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE, ALL SHABBAT PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE DORSHEI TZEDEK PRAYER SPACE: 60 
HIGHLAND STREET IN THE SECOND CHURCH OF NEWTON, WEST NEWTON. SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES ARE 
HELD WEEKLY, STARTING AT 9:45 AM. FREE CHILDCARE IS AVAILABLE DURING SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES 
IN ROOMS 109-110. FOR THE COMFORT AND HEALTH OF OUR MEMBERS AND GUESTS, WE ASK EVERYONE AT-
TENDING OUR SERVICES TO AVOID WEARING FRAGRANCES (PERFUME, COLOGNE, HAIR AND BODY SPRAYS).

dorsheitzedek.org
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Tikkun Olam

Pesach/Passover

TIKKUN OLAM MEETING
Wednesday March 28th from 7:30-9:00pm in 
the Library of Second Church

One of Dorshei Tzedek’s core values is that 
of Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World. Our 
congregation’s name means “seekers of jus-
tice,” and, as that name implies, we strive 
to create a just and kind world by pursu-
ing a variety of social action initiatives and 
projects both within our congregation and 
in conjunction with the broader commu-
nity. We view such actions to end injustice 
and oppression as core to our spiritual 
journey and as a cornerstone of our ethical 
and moral tradition. At our meeting, all are 
welcome to come and find out what the vari-
ous committees have been doing as well as 
bring your own ideas and questions. 

If you have any questions or thoughts, 
please feel free to contact Abby Cohen at 
abby.cohen@verizon.net

FIGHTING FOR “FAIR FOOD”: 
CORRECTION
Audra Karp’s name was omitted from the 
list of CDT members that attended the ac-
tion at Wendy’s on January 18.

COLLEGE BEHIND BARS 
MENTORING TEAM 

Six members of CDT are participating in 
the College Behind Bars program with 
Partakers, an organization which supports 
prison education. The team is mentor-
ing an incarcerated woman who takes 
courses through the BU Prison Education 
Program. She hopes to ultimately get a 
college degree. Through this mentoring 
program, people in prison build the skills 
needed to complete a degree, as well as to 
form trusting personal relationships, both 
of which increase their chances for success 
when returning to the community. Two 
members of the team (who rotate) meet 

with the mentee at MCI Framingham ap-
proximately once a month to review what 
resources would be helpful to her and to 
listen and support her. The members of the 
Mentoring Team are inspired by her deter-
mination and effort to grow and learn, and 
by her persistent optimism. They are gain-
ing a better understanding of what it is like 
to be incarcerated and the obstacles people 
in prison face, including how difficult it is 
to maintain strong relationships with their 
families. 

It is possible that a second Mentoring Team 
will be forming. If you are interested, please 
contact Denise Yurkofsky at yurk@com-
cast.net.
—Denise Yurkofsky

PREPPING FOR PESACH AT THE 
PRINTING PRESS
With Rabbi Shahar

Sunday, March 18th, 6-8:30pm

Arbelest Press, Charlestown, MA

Join CDT adults for a quick introduction to 
the Dorshei Tzedek Hebrew printing blocks 
and how to use them on a real printing 
press! Design your own cards for Passover 
using the Hebrew letters as well as any of 
the images that are available at the press. 
As the physical space is limited in the print-
ing room, please RSVP by 3/12/18 to Rabbi 
Shahar (dcl@dorsheitzedek.org) to con-
firm your spot. The cost for the class is $20.

PREPARING FOR PASSOVER — 
ADULT LEARNING CLASSES
Sunday morning, March 25, 
10:45am-Noon

JCDS, 51 Stanley Avenue, Watertown

All are welcome to join Rabbi Toba and 
Rabbi Shahar for workshops exploring 
texts and traditions related to the Passover 
holiday. Need some ideas for your seder? 
Want to make the holiday more personally 
meaningful? Come join us!

Liberation & Risk-Taking, with Rabbi 
Shahar: What does the Passover story have 
to teach us about courage and initiative in 
the ongoing work of freedom?

You Shall Tell Your Children, with Rabbi 
Toba: How can we most meaningfully en-
gage our kids — of all ages — in the seder? 
What does it mean for all of us, no matter 
our age, to make the Exodus “our” story?

SHABBAT PASSOVER SERVICES
March 31 & April 7, 9:45am-Noon

The Passover holiday begins Friday eve-
ning, March 30th. We will celebrate to-
gether at Shabbat morning services, March 
31st with the singing of Hallel and a special 
Torah reading. We will mark the 8th day of 
Passover on Shabbat morning, April 7, with 
a Yizkor service, remembering loved ones 
who have passed away.

dorsheitzedek.org
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CDT Events 
MEMBERS’ MEETING
Sunday morning, March 11, 10am-Noon

JCDS, 51 Stanley Avenue, Watertown

We hope every CDT household can send at 
least one member to our first ever Mem-
bers Meeting held during religious school!  
If you do not have a child in the school, this 
is a great opportunity to see our beautiful 
Sunday morning space at JCDS.  At the 
meeting, Rabbi Toba will do a little teaching 
about Reconstructionist Judaism, we will 
get an update on movement activities and 
plans from Reconstructing Judaism leader-
ship, and learn about new opportunities for 
leadership development here at CDT.  Cof-
fee and bagels will be served!  If you need 
child care, please contact Lidia Pruente, of-
ficeassistant@dorsheitzedek.org. 

CDT FILM CLUB
Saturday, March 10

at the home of Emily Sper

Arab Labor (2009, Hebrew) 
Arab Labor is a raucous and irreverent criti-
cally acclaimed comedy series from Israel 
about Amjad, a Palestinian journalist and 
Israeli citizen in search of his identity. In the 
midst of a walloping identity crisis, Amjad 
jockeys between two cultures as he tries to 
polish his image for his Jewish friends and 
colleagues while enjoying his own down-to-
earth family life. We’ll start with Season 1 
and watch 6-7 episodes.

Potluck at 6:00 pm, movie starts at 7:00 pm 
to be followed by a group discussion. Feel 
free to come for any part of the evening. If 
you¹re coming to the potluck, please bring 
a main dish, salad or dessert to share (in 
consideration of members with dietary con-
straints, if you are making a dish with dairy 
or wheat that can be added later, ie. salad 
with cheese or croutons, please keep sepa-
rate). Due to space constraints, this event is 
for members and their families. 

We hope you can join us! Contact the co-
chairs, Stan Fleischman and Emily Sper, 
film-club@dorsheitzedek.org, for more 
information or if you’d like to host a film.

COMMUNITY POTLUCKS RETURN!
The third round of CDT community pot-
luck dinners will be held on the weekend of 
March 16-17. Be on the lookout in the sec-
ond week of March for the announcement 
that sign-ups are open. Join old friends and 
meet new people and eat good food! Con-
tact Debby Saltzman (debbysaltzman@
gmail.com) with any questions or to volun-
teer to host future potluck dinners in your 
home.

BABKA KIDDUSH CONTEST 
RESULTS
The official vote count for the February 10, 
2018 Babka Kiddush Contest was tallied 
and reported by Rabbi Toba and her (unof-
ficial) table committee. 

Here are the results:

First Place Trader Joe’s 
(label#1)

19 votes

Second Place Blacker’s 
Bakery (label 
#3)

9 votes

Third Place Rosenfeld’s 
(label #4)

6 votes

Fourth Place Whole Foods 
(label #2)

5 votes

Although Trader Joe’s babka was over-
whelmingly the favorite, according to Scott 
Gordon, it is not an authentic babka, more 
like a kokosh he thought. Editor’s note: a 
kokosh is a treat that’s similar to a babka 
cake, only a kokosh sits lower, is longer and 
isn’t braided like a babka. 

Because of the enthusiastic response to the 
contest, we are soliciting suggestions for our 
next Kiddush contest, comparing another 
Jewish food. Feel free to email us with your 
thoughts: JoAnn and Michael Feldstein: 
jofeldstein@comcast.net.

KIDS4PEACE BOSTON 
Sunday afternoon, March 11, 4-6pm 

CDT is co-hosting, along with the Second 
Church, an informational session with this 
wonderful organization. Kids4Peace brings 
together Jewish and Palestinian youth in 
Jerusalem, and their international chapters 
bring together Jewish, Christian and Mus-
lim young people for learning, relationship-
building and leadership development. This 
program is an opportunity to meet the new 
coordinator of the Jerusalem program and 
meet some of the participants from the Bos-
ton chapter. If you have kids in grades 6-10 
who might be interested, or if you just want 
to learn more about a great organization to 
support, come check it out! 

JEWISH COMMUNITY EVENTS 

RABBI TOBA TO BE HONORED 
AT THE NEW ENGLAND JEWISH 
LABOR COMMITTEE’S 18TH 
ANNUAL LABOR SEDER
Sunday, March 25, 2018, 4:00 – 7:30 pm 

Temple Israel, 477 Longwood Avenue, Bos-
ton, MA 02215

The Labor Seder is a unique interfaith op-
portunity through which labor and Jewish 
community leaders and activists continue 
to build bridges. We hope that you will join 
us at the table to learn more about strug-
gles of working people in Greater Boston, 
the heightened challenges we need to face 
together, and how to get involved.

This year we will be honoring Rabbi Toba 
Spitzer, President of the Massachusetts 
Board of Rabbis and Rabbi of Congrega-
tion Dorshei Tzedek

Kosher dinner will be served. Suggested 
ticket donation is $60.00 (any donation ac-
cepted $0 - $60) 

To RSVP: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/new-england-jewish-labor-com-
mittee-18th-annual-labor-seder-tick-
ets-39745489830 or email Marya Axner, 
Regional Director at NewEnglandJLC@
jewishlabor.org or call (617) 227-0888

dorsheitzedek.org
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STRENGTHENING OUR CDT 
COMMUNITY THROUGH 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Leadership Workshop Series

March 27, April 3, April 24 (optional), 
7pm-9:15pm

Dorshei Tzedek is dedicated to creating a 
caring and inclusive community, and to en-
hancing Jewish practice, learning and ac-
tivism in our members’ lives. The scope and 
richness of our communal resources are a 
reflection of our members’ dedication, com-
mitment and leadership - whether through 
chairing or participating in committees, 
organizing projects or serving on the Board. 

For those who’ve been contemplating a new 
or expanded leadership role at CDT or just 
interested in developing leadership skills for 
your own personal or professional growth, 
we hope you will consider participating in 
an exciting new three-session pilot program 
that will explore leadership within a Jewish 
perspective, through the lens of CDT’s val-
ues, history and structure, and ultimately, 
through application of leadership practices 
to issues or projects you care about. 
CDT board members — Ellen Hemley, VP 
of Leadership, and Rob Greenly, CDT Sec-
retary — are developing the program with 
support from congregants (and leadership 
experts!) Rochelle Weizman, Laurie Gold-
man, Ora Grodsky as well as Rabbi Sha-

har. Space is limited so we encourage you 
to email Ellen (ehemley@povertylaw.
org) and Rob (rob@greenlygroup.com) 
as soon as possible to let them know of your 
interest. We hope to confirm participation 
by no later than Friday, March 9. 

MAZEL TOV
To Denise & Mark Yurkofsky, on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Isabel Ruth 
Yurkofsky.

To David Shatz, on the birth of his first 
grandchild, Daniel Alexander, born on Sat-
urday, Jan. 20th to his daughter Carmit, 
and her husband Alex. And stay tuned...
there’s another baby coming soon, and then 
he’ll be “Saba” too! 

To Elaine Landes and David Felson, on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Zoe Reva 
Landes!

YAHRZEIT
This month, we remember Gina Fried, 
whose 2nd yahrzeit falls on March 13. 
We will be remembering Gina at Shabbat 
morning services, March 17. May her mem-
ory always be for a blessing.

CONDOLENCES 
To Kathy Pillsbury, and to Cindy Rivka 
Marshall, Jeremy and Mikayla, on the 

death of Kathy’s mother, Sally Pillsbury; 
may her memory be for a blessing.

To Tracey Rogers & Jane Schwartz on the 
death of Tracey’s mother, Alice Steinhardt.

MOURNING AT CDT
As a reference, CDT members have created 
the brochure “Finding Comfort, Giving Sup-

port: A Guide to Mourning at Congregation 
Dorshei Tzedek,” available on the resource 
table in our sanctuary and on our website 
http://dorsheitzedek.org/sites/default/files/
managed/mourning–2010.pdf. 

TODAH RABAH
Todah Rabah to everyone who helped with 
kiddush in January and February:
Alice Markowitz & Rick Glassman, Barry 
Ingber (Captain), Rebecca Byard, Lisa 
Goodwin-Robbins, Miriam Bronstein, 
Phoebe Cushman, Sharon Sevransky—in 
memory of Betty Baum, Elaine Bresnick 
(Captain)—in memory of Marty Bresnick 
and David Adler, Jen Levine-Fried & Matt 
Fried, Sandy Goodman (Captain) & Sue 
Weil, Amy Mazur—in memory of Rhoda & 
Marvin Mazur, Esther Kohn—in memory 
of S. Joshua and Priva Kohn, Jeff Kichen 
(Captain), Lisa Samelson & Paul Hattis, 
Mark Bronstein, Janice Cole (Captain), 
Lauren Gibbs—in memory of Mara Gibbs, 
Sue Lanser—in memory of Mildred and 
Dave Sniader & Jo Radner—in memory of 
Margorie Newlon

GREATER BOSTON INTERFAITH ORGANIZATION

Since 2003, Dorshei Tzedek has been a member of the Greater Boston 
Interfaith Organization (GBIO). GBIO is a broad-based coalition of area 
churches, synagogues, mosques, unions and community development 

corporations that have built a loving and action-oriented community on the basis of 
shared values and a strong commitment to economic justice. GBIO is one of the only 
organizations in the area that brings people together across racial, ethnic and religious 
lines in relationships of equality to work together toward a common vision of justice.

Dorshei Tzedek’s institutional commitment to GBIO includes a significant annual 
financial commitment (1% of our annual operating budget) and an agreement to send 
significant membership representation to GBIO actions at which key elected officials 
and leaders of important financial institutions are asked to listen to our leadership 
and make concrete and specific commitments to our agenda.

Community

Please notify the 
Newsletter of life cycle 
events, significant 
accomplishments, or 
other moments you 
would like to share 
with the community.

dorsheitzedek.org
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Learning
JEWISH LIFE IN MEDIEVAL SPAIN: 
AN INTRODUCTION
Wednesday evening, March 7, and Thursday 
evening, March 22, 7:30-9pm

with Dr. Fran Malino, Sophia Moses Robison 
Professor of Jewish Studies and History at 
Wellesley College

Jewish history in Spain began in the Roman 
period, reached its “golden age” under the 
Umayyad Caliphs in Andalusia and contin-
ued until the expulsion of 1492. CDT’s own 
Fran Malino will guide us in an exploration 
of the pre-Islamic and early Islamic context 
for the flowering of Jewish culture in Spain, 
as well as give an introduction to the great 
sweep of Spanish Jewish history under both 
Islam and Christianity. 

THE BEGINNING OF DESIRE: 
REFLECTIONS ON GENESIS 
Aviva Zornberg Reading Group

Tuesday evenings, March 13 & 27, April 10 & 
24, May 1 & 15

7:30-9:00pm

60 Highland Street, Library

In March we continue our study of Gen-
esis through Aviva Zornberg’s Beginning 
of Desire. This month we will be exploring 
selections from the third chapter, getting 
to know the characters of Abraham and 
Sarah through Zornberg’s broad use of mi-
drash. All are welcome to join us (even if you 
haven’t been before!). If you have any ques-
tions, or to find out about what we’ve been 
up to, please be in touch with Rabbi Shahar 
at dcl@dorsheitzedek.org.

MINDFUL MORNINGS
Thursday mornings, 8:30-9:15am

60 Highland Street, Library

CDT members and guests are welcome at 
this weekly meditation session--no back-
ground necessary, nor a weekly commit-
ment! Rabbi Toba leads the session on 
the second Thursday of each month, and 
CDT members Karen Arnold, Laya Stein-
berg, and Carole Slipowitz lead the other 
sessions. If possible, please try to arrive by 
8:30am, in order not to disrupt the silence.

COURAGEOUS CONVERSATION
On February 4 the Israel/Palestine Peace 
group offered members of our congregation 
the opportunity to participate in a coura-
geous conversation about a controversial 
subject. The BDS movement (Boycott, Di-
vest, Sanctions) is an international effort to 
bring justice to Palestinians by putting eco-
nomic, cultural, and psychological pressure 
on Israel. The event was structured so that 
participants could learn about the complex 
issues related to BDS, consider diverse Jew-
ish perspectives on boycott initiatives, and 
discuss their questions and thoughts in 
small groups. At a time when most Jewish 
communities are reluctant to bring people 
together to talk about Israel for fear of con-
flict over strongly held views, our commu-
nity is trying to find ways to do so.

“I found the evening tremendously valuable 
and expertly planned both for its content 
and as a communal experience. Members 
with diverse views were able to engage 
around this difficult and complicated topic 
without either stifling themselves or argu-
ing. We spoke honestly. We listened respect-

fully. And we learned.” —Barry Ingber

“I liked that the goal was not to come up 
with a position on BDS. I felt the small 
group discussions with others who held dif-
fering opinions were honest and safe.” —
Ruth Paris

“I really appreciated the handout. It made 
me realize that, although I personally do 
not support BDS, I do completely agree 
with some of the goals of the people who do 
support BDS. This is important because it 
makes it possible for me to find some com-
mon ground.” —Michael Brann 

Let us know if you would like to attend this 
program, as we may offer it again.
—Sue Lanser, Elaine Landes, Jonathan 
Rosenthal, and Louise Enoch
Steering Committee, Israel/Palestine Peace

“I found the evening tremendously valuable 
and expertly planned both for its content and 
as a communal experience. Members with 
diverse views were able to engage around 
this difficult and complicated topic without 
either stifling themselves or arguing. We spoke 
honestly. We listened respectfully. And we 
learned.” —Barry Ingber

dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:dcl@dorsheitzedek.org
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, April 29th

9:30-11:30am at JCDS

Do you know any families who might be a 
good fit for Dorshei Tzedek? We hope you 
will invite them to our religious school 
Open House! The open house is an oppor-
tunity for prospective school families to get 
to know our religious school community 
through participation in Z’man Rishon (our 
opening assembly), a tour of the school, and 
information session with Rabbi Shahar and 
members of the Children’s Education Com-
mittee. Registration is not required, except 
for childcare. Questions? Please be in touch 
with Rabbi Shahar (dcl@dorsheitzedek.
org). —Rabbi Shahar Colt

FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Over the course of the winter this year, each 
of the religious school classes have family 
education programs which offer parents 
spaces to engage with the themes of the the 

curriculum as adults as well as alongside 
their children. It can be a challenge to plan 
these programs- considering each unique 
constellation of families (and their interests 
and dynamics), the curricular themes, and 
how those interface with what’s happening 
in our communal conversations- but I have 
found these programs to be full of uniquely 
valuable moments. 

This year I have been responsible for lead-
ing the programs for the lower grade classes 
while Rabbi Toba has led the programs for 
the upper grades. Each of the parent-only 
parts of the program includes some time for 
the parents to get to know each other and 
develop trust as a parent group. This feels 
especially valuable for the younger grade 
cohorts, where there are usually new fami-
lies in the room. Though these activities can 

go in many directions (and the Kita Bet par-
ents played a game specifically designed just 
to get us to laugh in honor of the month of 
Adar/Purim), I have been consistently awed 
by how thoughtful CDT parents are about 
sharing from their lives and bringing these 
relational moments into conversation with 
their role as parents and the content of the 
curriculum. 

For example, around the theme of Tu Bish-
vat, the kita alef (1st grade) parents shared 
stories about a tree in their lives. When I 
thought of this prompt, I was a little worried 
that someone might not have a tree story… 
but it turned out that was not an issue, and 
these stories opened up the conversations 
about how each of us related to being out-
doors both as children and as adults, and 
how that compares to what we see in the 
children’s relationship to nature. 

It is really a privilege to get to know Dor-
shei parents in these contexts as adults—
playing, learning and sharing questions to-
gether. And then, when we join the classes 
to do activities with the children, it’s amaz-
ing to see the pride that the children have in 
showing off their learning. I look forward to 
the final family education program for this 
year, with the kita gimel family program in 
March!
 —Rabbi Shahar Colt

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE IS HERE FOR YOU! 
We at the CDT Children’s Education Com-
mittee (CEC) would like to re-introduce 
ourselves to the membership, let you know 
that we’re here to listen to your feedback 
and welcome your participation in our 
initiatives. 

The CEC’s mission is to advise and support 
Rabbi Shahar in her role as director of the 
Dorshei Tzedek religious school, to facili-
tate communication between parents and 
Rabbi Shahar, and to support the life of the 
school. 

Last summer, we worked to update and 
redesign the School’s Family Handbook, 
which you can find at https://dorsheitze-
dek.org/cdt-religious-school. So far this 
school year we have helped with the execu-

tion of the first day of school, facilitated and 
coordinated some of the class-specific social 
events for each grade, discussed ways for the 
school community to be more inclusive, and 
planned additional tikkun olam projects. 

As we head towards the end of the school 
year, we still have lots in store. Planning is 
under way for a Trivia Social during par-
ent coffee and we’re working on organizing 
a creative, fun Passover-related program 
at Z’man Rishon. Stay tuned for more on 
those. 

Finally, we want to reiterate that open com-
munication is very important to us. If you 
have any questions, comments or concerns 
about school programming, community 
building, diversity, etc., we want to hear 
from you. And if you have any ideas for im-
proving the life of the school, please reach 
out to any of us. 

—Andrew Stefano 
—Emily Shumsky 
—Rachel Pytel 
—Jessica Keimowitz 
—Joshua Komyerov 
—Bill Shorr 
—Sharon Sevransky

Religious School Notes

SUPPORT CDT THROUGH AMAZON.
COM
Buy your books, electronics, and whatever 
else, and support CDT at the same time! 
CDT is an Amazon Associate. When you 
click on the Amazon link on the bottom of 
the CDT homepage at www.dorsheitzedek.
org, a portion of any purchase you make will 
be contributed to Dorshei Tzedek. It’s an 
easy way to support the congregation while 
doing the on–line shopping you were plan-
ning to do anyway!

I have been 
consistently awed by 
how thoughtful CDT 
parents are.

dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:dcl@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:dcl@dorsheitzedek.org
https://dorsheitzedek.org/cdt
https://dorsheitzedek.org/cdt
AMAZON.COM
AMAZON.COM
www.dorsheitzedek.org
www.dorsheitzedek.org
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Chesed

Nediv Lev

YOUR CHESED CONNECTION: 
THE LOTSAHELPINGHANDS HELP 
CALENDAR
Our community values Chesed, acts of 
loving-kindness,   especially when members 
have a major life event such as the arrival of   
a child, death, injury or illness. The Chesed 
Committee facilitates gestures of Chesed, 
such as, preparing or buying meals, grocery 
shopping, providing transportation for 
medical appointments, and visiting mem-
bers who are ill.

The Chesed Coordinator uses the Lotsa-
HelpingHands (LHH) Help Calendar to 
post volunteer opportunities. Then the Co-
ordinator sends out an announcement to 
the list of CDT members who are signed up 
at LHH’s “Chesed at CDT” community.

LHH is your connection to Chesed. Sign 
up for LHH at: http://tinyurl.com/SignU-

pLHH. Forgot your LHH   password? Go 
to http://tinyurl.com/GetPsWrdLHH.

The Chesed Committee would like to thank 
everyone whose acts of  kindness manifest 
the spirit of Chesed in our community. If 
you have requests, suggestions, recipes or 
questions, please contact chesed@dor-
sheitzedek.org.

The Coordinators for   March are  Beth 
Green,  Judy Hersh , and Debby Saltzman.  
 — Ellie Goldberg

If you have a major life cycle event or ill-
ness or injury, contact Rabbi Toba Spitzer 
at rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or call 
617-965-0330. 

Rabbi Toba is available to talk about any 
spiritual, religious or  personal issues that 
you might want to discuss. To schedule 

an   appointment, please contact her   (con-
fidentially) at   rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or 
617-965-0330. She does not check  email 
or   voicemail on Shabbat (Friday evening 
through Saturday evening or on   Mondays 
(her day off). For congregants experienc-
ing financial  difficulties, help is available 
through the Rabbi’s Discretionary   Fund. 
This fund is completely confidential. 

There are many ways to financially support 
Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, including 
contributions to the General Fund or to 
targeted funds. The Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Fund is not part of the congregation’s oper-
ating expenses. Monies in this fund are used 
for tzedakah in the greater community, for 
special needs of the congregation (e.g., to 
buy books or help pay for an adult education 
program), and, most important, to help out 
congregants in need. The Jill Volk Teacher 
Development Fund provides scholarships 
for teachers in the Dorshei Tzedek Religious 
School to receive professional development 
and training. Jill was one of the founders of 
our school and one of its first teachers; this 
fund allows her love of Jewish learning to 
continue to enrich our community.

We gratefully acknowledge the following 
contributions.

GENERAL FUND
Liz Carver and Bryn Austin—In memory 
of my father, Harold Carver, on his seventh 
yahrzeit

Jo Ann Feldstein—In memory of Cecile 
Cohen

Lauren Gibbs—In Memory of Mara and 
with thanks to Rabbi Toba and all at CDT 
for coming to the shiva, giving me poundage 
due to the dessert left-overs from the shiva 
(!), sending letters and emails, visiting me, 
giving me hugs and/or words of support, 
donating in Memory of Mara, giving me 
rides to and from shul, and standing with 
me on Mara’s yahrzeit or wanting to.

Ellie Goldberg—In honor of the memories 
of my father, Emanuel Koenigsberg, my 
brother Jesse Koenigsberg, my aunt Leola 
Michaels and my father-in-law Sampson 
Goldberg

Diana Fisher Gomberg—In memory of Isa-
dore Mendel

Sharon Gorberg—In memory of my beloved 
mother, Sylvia R. Gorberg

Gail Harris and David Reider—In memory 
of Raphael Reider

Linda and Peter Katz—In memory of Viv-
ian Katz

Fran Malino—In memory of Jerome Malino

Emily Raymer—In honor of the birthday of 
Susan Silberberg

Rob Saper—In memory of Louis Saper

Steven Siegel—In memory of Philip Siegel

Laya Steinberg—In memory of my father 
Victor Steinberg

CAMP JRF FUND
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
SCHOOL FUND
RETREAT FUND
HOLY BOOKS FUND
JILL VOLK TEACHER DEVELOPMENT 
FUND
BUILDING FUND

dorsheitzedek.org
http://tinyurl.com/SignUpLHH
http://tinyurl.com/SignUpLHH
http://tinyurl.com/GetPsWrdLHH
mailto:chesed@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:chesed@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org
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CDT Calendar                March 2018
SunDay MonDay TueSDay WeDneSDay ThurSDay FriDay SaTurDay

28   29 30 31 1 2 3
Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

Shabbat Morning Service
9:45am to 12:00pm

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
religious School 
Gr. 1-7
9:30am to 12:00pm 

Jewish Life in 
Medieval Spain: 
an introduction
7:30pm to 9:00pm

CeC Meeting
7:30pm

economic 
Diversity Meeting
7:30pm to 9:00pm

Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

all-ages erev 
Shabbat Service/ 
Potluck
6:00 pm

Shabbat Morning Torah Study 
with rabbi Toba Spitzer
8:45am to 9:40am
 
Shabbat Morning Service &
Bat Mitzvah of
Maayan Magaziner
9:45am to 12:00pm

CDT Sings rehearsal
12:45pm to 2:30pm 

CDT Film Club
6:00pm

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
religious School 
Gr. 1-7
9:30am to 12:00pm

Members Meeting
10:15am to 
12:00pm

Pathways to 
Peace in Boston 
and Jerusalem
4:00pm to 6:00pm

religious School 
Gr. 3-6
3:45pm to 
5:45pm

Zornberg  
reading Group
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Tikkun olam 
Meeting
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

Jewish Life in 
Medieval Spain: 
an introduction
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

CDT erev Shab-
bat Community
Potluck Dinners
6:00pm

Got Shabbat? 
(including Tot Shabbat) 
9:45am to 12:00pm

CDT Shabbat Community
Potluck Meals
6:00pm

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
religious School 
Staff Meeting
9:30am to 
12:00pm

Pesach Card Mak-
ing at arbalest 
Press
6:00pm to 
8:30pm

religious School 
Gr. 3-6
3:45pm to 
5:45pm

economic 
Diversity Meeting
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

Jewish Life in 
Medieval Spain: 
an introduction
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Shabbat Morning Service & 
Bar Mitzvah of izzy (isaac) 
Feinfeld 
9:45am to 12:00pm

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
religious School 
Gr. 1-7
9:30am to 12:00pm

religious School 
Gr. 3-6
3:45pm to 5:45pm

Zornberg  
reading Group
7:30pm to 9:00pm

Leadership 
Development 
Program
7:30pm to 9:15pm

Tikkun olam 
Meeting
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

Shabbat Morning Service
(Pesach)
9:45am to 12:00pm

unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space: 
60 highland Street in The Second Church of newton, West newton. 
No Fragrances, Please. So that Dorshei Tzedek events are accessible to all of our members and guests, we 
ask that people refrain from wearing fragrances (perfumes, scented oils, colognes, etc.) to all CDT events. 
While pleasant to some, fragrances can cause illness to those who are chemically sensitive. Thank you for 
your understanding and flexibility.
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KIDDUSH ASSIGNMENTS

MAR 3 SHABBAT: Ilana Joy Streit (captain) / Madeline Steinberg, in memory of Anne 
Glazer & Mitch Feuer, in memory of Glenda Feuer / Laurie Gould, in memory of Robert 
Gould

MAR 9 EREV SHABBAT:Ellen White, in memory of John and Paul White / Haralie 
Alpert (captain), in memory of Francis and Sylvia Greenberg / Melody Komyerov / Amy 
Pollack-Howard

MAR 10 BAT MITZVAH OF MAAYAN MAGAZINER:
Sanctuary Cleanup: Jen Levine-Fried & Matt Fried
Kiddush Setup: Audrey Marcus-Berkman & Jethro Berkman / Jordan Schwartz / Lori & 
Pushkal Garg / Jennifer Greenberg
Kiddush Cleanup: Tal Shalom Kobi / Jordan Schwartz / Lori & Pushkal Garg / Jacob 
Weinberg / Amy Dain
Ushers: Erica Streit-Kaplan / Jeff Goldman

MAR 11 MEMBERS’ MEETING: Elaine Landes & David Felson / Sheree Galpert (cap-
tain) / Wendy Gedanken

MAR 17 SHABBAT: Linda Kramer, in memory of Alex Fried / Sami O’Reilly / Daniel 
Reeves / Ellie & Judah Axe / Andy Littman / Jacob Weinberg

MAR 24 BAR MITZVAH OF IZZY (ISAAC) FEINFELD: 
Sanctuary Cleanup: Alyssa Cohen / Tim Caputo
Kiddush Setup: Alison & David Lobron / Jodi & Alex Sugerman-Brozan / Polly Crozier & 
Jessica Keimowitz
Kiddush Cleanup: Marni Caputo / Alyssa Cohen / Roy Edelstein / Kristin Butcher & Scott 
Gordon / Rebecca Cohen
Ushers: Hilary Marcus & Jonathan Magaziner

MAR 31 SHABBAT: Gail Harris (captain) & David Reider / Marsha & Philip Klein

KIDDUSH NOTE: The complete kiddush and holiday assignment schedule is available in 
the members’ calendar on our website. Please remember to sign-in to the site to access the 
calendar as well as all member-specific information. When notified of your dates, please 
be sure to put them into your personal calendars. The whole congregation counts on your 
participation in kiddush and each assigned person is needed and expected to show up. 
Thank you!

Parents of students in 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades, who generally help out with B’nei Mitz-
vah kiddush, ushering and sanctuary clean–up, can primarily find their names listed on 
B’nei Mitzvah dates.

No Fragrances, Please. So that Dorshei Tzedek events are accessible to all of our members 
and guests, we ask that people refrain from wearing fragrances (perfumes, scented oils, 
colognes, etc.) to all CDT events. While pleasant to some, fragrances can cause illness to 
those who are chemically sensitive. Thank you for your understanding and flexibility.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28   29 30 31 1 2 3
Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

Shabbat Morning Service
9:45am to 12:00pm

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Religious School Gr. 1-7
9:30am to 12:00pm 

Jewish Life in 
Medieval Spain: An 
Introduction
7:30pm to 9:00pm

CEC Meeting
7:30pm

Economic 
Diversity Meeting
7:30pm to 9:00pm

Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

All-Ages Erev 
Shabbat Service/ 
Potluck
6:00 pm

Shabbat Morning Torah Study 
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer
8:45am to 9:40am
 
Shabbat Morning Service &
Bat Mitzvah of
Maayan Magaziner
9:45am to 12:00pm

CDT Sings Rehearsal
12:45pm to 2:30pm 

CDT Film Club
6:00pm

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Religious School Gr. 
1-7
9:30am to 12:00pm

Members Meeting
10:15am to 
12:00pm

Pathways to Peace in 
Boston and Jerusalem
4:00pm to 6:00pm
66:00pmam to 

Religious School Gr. 
3-6
3:45pm to 5:45pm

Zornberg  
Reading Group
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

TO Small Group 
Meeting
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

Jewish Life in 
Medieval Spain: An 
Introduction
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

CDT Erev Shabbat 
Community
Potluck Dinners
6:00pm

Got Shabbat? 
(Including Tot Shabbat) 9:45am to 
12:00pm

CDT Shabbat Community
Potluck Meals
6:00pm

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Religious School Staff 
Meeting
9:30am to 12:00pm

Pesach Card Making at 
Arbalest Press
6:00pm to 8:30pm

Religious School Gr. 
3-6
3:45pm to 5:45pm

Economic 
Diversity Meeting
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

Jewish Life in 
Medieval Spain: An 
Introduction
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Shabbat Morning Service & Bar Mitz-
vah of Izzy (Isaac) Feinfeld 
9:45am to 12:00pm

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Religious School Gr. 1-7
9:30am to 12:00pm

Religious School Gr. 
3-6
3:45pm to 5:45pm

Zornberg  
Reading Group
7:30pm to 9:00pm

Leadership Develop-
ment Program
7:30pm to 9:15pm

Tikkun Olam 
Meeting
7:30pm to 
9:00pm

Mindful Mornings
8:30am to 9:15am

Shabbat Morning Service
(Pesach)
9:45am to 12:00pm

dorsheitzedek.org


Address correction requested

Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland St.
West Newton, MA 02465

Shabbat Passover Services
March 31 & April 7, 
9:45am-Noon

Join us on March 31st, as we 
celebrate Passover together 
at Shabbat morning services 
with the singing of Hallel 
and a special Torah reading, 
and on April 7, with a Yizkor 
service.


