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This spring marks 50 years since the 
Six-Day War, a historical moment that had 
profound implications for the state of Israel 
and the Palestinian people. Israel emerged 

from the war with control over the Golan Heights, the 
Sinai peninsula and Gaza strip, and the West Bank of 
the Jordan River. The city of Jerusalem, which had 
been divided since the 1948 war, was reunited under 
Israeli sovereignty. Much has transpired since that 
moment, but—whatever one’s analysis of why things 
have developed in the ways they have—the current 
reality is painful for all involved. Palestinians living in 
East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Gaza suffer a 
devastating array of deprivations, humiliations, and 
discrimination. The toll on Israeli society is manifest 
in the economic and moral burden of maintaining the 
occupation and the deepening decay of democratic 
institutions in Israel proper. Both peoples experience 
ongoing violence and fear. A resolution that would 
bring a measure of security, justice, and peace to all 
the inhabitants of that land seems far off indeed.

It was with all of that in mind that I attended the 
J Street Conference in Washington, D.C., this past 
February. J Street is a large tent of activists who remain 

committed to a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and who would 
like to see an active U.S. role in ending the conflict. The conference was an exciting and 
heartening event, with 3,500 participants, including 1,200 college students active with 
J Street U. I came away with the sense that real change is happening on the ground, 
despite the absence of any viable peace process and with an Israeli government more 
right-wing than any in its history.

At the various break-out sessions I did my best to learn from Israeli and Palestinian 
activists doing good work at the grassroots level. I was heartened to hear from the new 
leader of Peace Now—a group that has been almost moribund for decades—named 
Avi Buskila: a man of Moroccan descent who grew up in one of Israel’s smaller towns. 
Buskila is committed to challenging the racism and elitism that too often infects the 
Israeli left, as well as to reaching out to a larger swath of Israelis. I also heard Hamutal 
Goury of Women Wage Peace, an exciting new group that has grown over the past two 
years from 20 members to over 12,000, committed to bringing women’s voices into the 
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CDTers Louise enoch, noam shore, and Alan epstein 
with Congresswoman Katherine Clark at the J street 
conference in D.C. photos by J street staff.
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The CDT Newsletter is published monthly with a 
July-August summer issue. Email articles, events, 
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for the following month’s issue. For questions, 
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Barbara Pittel, Vivienne Shein (photographer), 
Michael Singer, Amy Westebbe.

Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist 
Congregation dedicated to creating a caring and 
inclusive community, and to enhancing Jewish 
practice and learning in the lives of our members.
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peace and security debates in Israel. WWP 
is reaching out to and involving women (and 
men) from every sector of Israeli society—
religious and secular, Jewish and Arab, 
working class and well off, Ashkenazi and 
Mizrachi. Talking about what women bring 
to the table, Goury spoke of the embrace 
of a wide range of opinion and seeing 
disagreement as the beginning, not the end, 
of conversation. She spoke about a politics 
of love and of 
caring, which 
is desperately 
needed in 
working for 
peace and 
security. 

Featured on 
a few panels 
was Michal 
Zernowitzki, 
the founder of 
the Ultra-Orthodox caucus of the Labor 
Party.  Zernowitzi is part of an exciting 
new trend of younger Ultra-Orthodox 
women who identify as feminist and who, 
she thinks, would get more involved in 
progressive politics if that community 
opened to them and their reality.  And 
I was deeply happy to connect with Ali 
Abu Awwad, the Palestinian nonviolence 
activist whom our group met on his land 
in the West Bank this summer. This past 
September, Ali realized his vision of 
bringing together 3,000 Palestinians in a 
non-violence action (you can learn more 
about this at www.friendsoftaghyeer.org), 
as he and his partners begin to build a 
large-scale nonviolence movement to 
enable Palestinians “to find their power to 
become decision-makers and agents of their 
own liberation.” 

I was moved to hear Member of Knesset 
Aymen Odeh, an Israeli Palestinian and 
the leader of the Joint List of Arab parties.  
Odeh is a rising star in the Israeli political 

rabbinic Liaison Committee
The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists to ensure the maintenance of a good working 
relationship between our rabbi and the congregation. While congregants are always 
welcome and encouraged to discuss questions or concerns directly with Rabbi Toba, they 
may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison committee. Issues 
raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared 
with the Rabbi in a constructive manner. To discuss a question or concern, contact 
Cindy Shulak–Rome, Rabbinic Liaison Chair at cbsrome@comcast.net.

scene, and he brings a new perspective 
to that world. He spoke of  how “we have 
a system that oppresses both nations in 
service to the occupation. We must liberate 
all peoples from the prison of occupation.” 
He addressed the real challenges facing 
Jews and Palestinians in acknowledging 
each other’s reality and told the gathering, 
“We are living in a moment of great hardship 
and of great opportunity.”

And that, 
perhaps, is the real message I took away 
from the conference: whether in Israel/
Palestine or in the U.S. or across the globe, 
we are living in a moment of great hardship 
and of great opportunity. As we mark 
the 50th anniversary of 1967, our newly 
formed CDT Israeli-Palestinian working 
group is organizing some opportunities to 
reflect on the hardship and to learn about 
the opportunities—including a meeting 
with Hadas Lahav of Sindyanna on April 
13 (see page 5 for details), and a meeting 
with Rabbi Donna Kirschbaum of Women 
Wage Peace on Shabbat afternoon, June 10. 
We are also participating as a congregation 
in a community-wide effort to expand the 
conversation on Israel so that all of us, 
no matter our political views or personal 
experiences, can engage in meaningful 
conversation together. May this 50th 
anniversary be the beginning of a new 
cycle of peace, a time when, at last, the 
opportunities overtake the hardships.

Can you find Elizabeth Warren 
and the six CDTers visiting her?
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shabbat and holidays

Unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space: 
60 Highland Street in The Second Church of Newton, West Newton. Shabbat morning services 
are held weekly, starting at 9:45 am. Free childcare is available during Shabbat morning 
services in room 112. For the comfort and health of our members and guests, we ask everyone 
attending our services to avoid wearing fragrances (perfume, cologne, hair and body sprays).

LIFT, WRAP, AND ROLL—A 
TrAining sessiOn!
Saturday morning, April 29, following 
Shabbat services at noon

Ever marveled at the graceful lifting of 
the Torah scroll at the end of the Torah 
reading? Wondered how to properly roll 
and “dress” the Torah scroll before we put it 
back in the ark? Here’s your chance to find 
out! The Ritual Committee will be showing 
all who are interested the ins and outs of the 
mitzvah of hagbah and gelilah—lifting and 
wrapping the Torah scroll at the conclusion 
of the Torah reading.

ALL-Ages erev shABBAT serviCe
Fridays, April 7, May 5 
6:00 pm, candle lighting and potluck dinner;  
6:45 pm, service

Join us for this fun, musical, all-ages 
celebration of Shabbat! We begin with 
candle-lighting and the Shabbat blessings 
at 6:00 pm, followed by a vegetarian 
potluck dinner (please bring a main dish or 
salad, enough for 15-20 people; drinks and 
dessert provided). Services begin at 6:45 
pm, and we’ll end with an Oneg Shabbat at 
7:30 pm . Services geared towards families 
with kids aged 3-8, but adults like it too!

At the April 7 service, we will be joined 
by guests from K’sharim, a program that 
provides opportunities for Jewish adults 
with disabilities to participate in synagogue 
life. We look forward to welcoming our 
K’sharim guests again this year.

shABBAT MOrning TOrAh sTuDy 
Saturday mornings, April 8, May 13, June 10
8:45–9:40 am, Library 
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

All are welcome to explore the weekly 
Torah portion, with commentaries both 
traditional and modern. No text study 
experience necessary! Bring your own 
caffeinated beverage. 

yOM hAshOAh v’hAgevurAh
holocaust remembrance & 
resistance Day program

Monday, April 24, 7:30-9:00 pm 
with Temple Hillel B’nai Torah, 120 Corey 
Street, West Roxbury

The program begins with a special ma’ariv 
(evening service) on Monday evening, 
April 24, at 7:30 pm.  After the service, 
at 8:00 pm, author Mary Dingee Fillmore 
will speak about her historical novel, An 
Address in Amsterdam, a compelling story 
of the Jewish experience during the Nazi 
occupation of the Netherlands. Mary spent 

the last 13 years researching the Holocaust 
and Resistance in the Netherlands. Come 
be challenged to consider how we as 
Americans may face the same dilemmas as 
Amsterdammers in the 1940s.

TOT shABBAT
Saturday, April 29, 10:45am-noon

Families with children aged 0-5 are 
welcome at this monthly Shabbat morning 
program, led by CDT members, musicians 
and educators Susan Moser and Tal 
Shalom-Kobi. Join us in celebrating 
Shabbat with songs, stories, crafts, and 
other fun activities!

BAT MiTZvAh OF ABigAiL sCOuT CApuTO
Saturday, April 8

Please join us as our daughter Abigail Scout is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on 
April 8, 2017. Abby is a seventh grader at F.A. Day Middle School in Newton where she is 
an Editor for the school newspaper, participates in musicals and plays, and is part of the 
ADL-sponsored World of Difference program. Abby is a dedicated swimmer and has been 
a member of the Karishim Swim Club for nearly seven years. She also loves her summers 
at JCC Camp Kingswood, her home away from home, where all of her favorite activities 
naturally involve being in the water. Abby is an excellent big sister to Quinn and Lucy, 
and adores her dog, Mrs. O’Leary. We will host a festive Kiddush lunch after the service.  
—Marni & Tim Caputo 

pesACh/pAssOver
Passover begins this year on Monday evening, April 10. This holiday marks the 
Biblical journey out of slavery in Mitzrayim, the “Narrow Place,” into freedom, and 
invites us to retell and re-experience that peak moment in our people’s narrative.

PREPARINg FOR PAssOvER—suNDAy MORNINg ADuLT LEARNINg
Sunday, April 9, 10:20 -11:40 am, JCDS, 57 Stanley Avenue, Watertown

All are welcome to join Rabbi Toba and Rabbi Shahar for two workshops to prepare 
our minds and spirits for the “season of our liberation.” Come get inspiration for your 
seder and for your personal experience of the holiday!

7Th DAy OF pesACh evening 
serviCe
Sunday, April 16, 7:30-9:00 pm

We will usher in the final day of Passover 
with an evening service that includes 
Yizkor, an opportunity to remember loved 
ones who are no longer with us.

shABBAT ChOL hA-MO’eD pesACh
Saturday, April 15, 9:45 am-Noon

At this Shabbat morning service, the 
celebration of Passover continues with 
the singing of Hallel and a special Torah 
reading for the holiday. We will also be 
marking the 8th  yahrzeit of beloved CDT 
teacher Lesley Chapman. 

dorsheitzedek.org
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Community
MAZeL TOv
Mazel tov to Temana Gordon and her 
family, on her becoming bat mitzvah!

Mazel tov to Chagit Steiner and Tom 
Brown, on the birth of their daughter, 
Eliza Rose Brown, on March 15! We will be 
celebrating her brit bat at Shabbat morning 
services on April 29.

TODAh rABBAh
Todah Rabbah to these CDT members 
for helping with kiddush in February and 
March: Sandy Goodman & Sue Weil, 
Emily Sper, Carole Slipowitz & Dan 
Halbert, Ellie Baron & Kate DeBethune, 
Sami O’Reilly & Robert Imperato, Marni 
& Tim Caputo, Lisa Goodwin-Robbins,  
Liz Carver (in memory of Harold Carver) 
& Bryn Austin (in memory of John Austin), 
Amy Westebbe, Janelle Winston, Daniel 
Reeves, Leah Diskin, Jerold Gelfand, 
Jacqui Bloomberg, Benjamin Newman, 
Jeff Marcus, and Bob Warren.

PURIM WAS “HUGE!” A HUGE thank 
you and “yasher koach” to everyone 
who made our Purim celebration so 
wonderful: Our Megillah readers: Laurie 
“Lovely Maiden” Goldman, David “Joey 
Ramone” Lobron, and Scott “Vladimir 

Poutine” Tepper; and Rabbi Shahar for 
organizing the young children’s program.  
To the entire Spiel crew: Spielwright James 
“Alt-Amalekite” Kaplan; Spielmeisters: 
Andrew Sofer, Alison Lobron and Susan 
Silberberg; Music: Tal Shalom-Kobi and 
Nathan Aronow; plus adult spielers Becky 
Cohen, Richard Gomberg, Doug Hersh, 
Lisa Hirsh, John Holohan, DB Reiff, 
Carole Slipowitz, and Stephen Zisk and 
kid spielers Tamar Arons-Brann, Anna 
and Eleanor Kaplan, Ayla Kobi, Shalev 
and Shirel Moser, Jane Robinson, 
and Shira and Gabriel Lobron. A big 
thanks also goes out to everyone who 
helped behind the scenes. Setup: Tatjana 
Meschede (Captain) & Daniel Krasa, 
Janet Boguslaw, Steve Zisk, Gail Harris 
& David Reider, Barbara Blumenthal, 
and Stacie Garnett-Cook; Cleanup: 

Diana Fisher Gomberg (Captain) &  
Richard Fisher Gomberg, Alissa & 
Gerry Leonard; Bonnie Tenneriello & 
Andrew Sofer, and Danielle Klainberg 
& Mark Rosenberg. Additional thanks 
to our administrative assistant, Lidia 
Pruente, for ordering, picking up, and 
delivering the hamentaschen to FUSN.

NEW MEMbERs
We give a hearty CDT welcome to new 
member Mona Pollack, whose interests 
include Tikkun Olam work, learning to 
read Torah and Talmud, and listening to 
and learning about Ladino music. And 
welcome back to former member Diane 
Yates, who is back in the country, along 
with partner Carla, and has rejoined the 
CDT community.

Please notify the Newsletter of life cycle 
events, significant accomplishments, or other 
moments you would like to share with the 
community. (See page 2 for details.) 

gArDening vOLunTeers neeDeD FOr CDT/Fusn

As the ground thaws and the sun rises higher in the sky, the CDT/
FUSN garden committee has been busy planning this year’s garden. 
This will be our second growing season to provide organic produce 
to The Newton Food Pantry and Bristol Lodge Soup Kitchen. We 
would love more volunteers 
to help with garden prep, 
planting, and watering 
throughout the summer. 
Upcoming tentative dates are 
April 2, 12pm: garden prep; 
April 23: spring planting; 
May 21: planting day. Emails 
will go out closer to the date 
to confirm. Please get in 
touch with Laya Steinberg, 
lasword@rcn.com, if you 
would like to join our garden 
group or simply show up on 
a garden day. No experience 
necessary. Families welcome. 
Rabbits, not so much...

Teen ChiLD CAre heLpers neeDeD

Be a part of the reason CDT is a great place for 
families with small children!

Are you a teen who would like to make a meaningful contribution 
to the CDT community and earn some money? We are currently 
looking for a few more teens to 
sign on as caregivers for small 
children during Shabbat services 
on Saturday mornings and for 
various other events throughout 
the year. 

This is a great chance to gain 
working experience, get to know 
more members of the community, 
and make a difference in the lives 
of our very youngest members 
and guests! If you are in middle 
or high school and are interested, 
please contact Kate de Bethune, 
kdebethune@gmail.com, for 
more information.

emily shumsky at purim. 
photo by rebecca pomerantz.
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Learning
MindfuL Mornings
Thursday mornings, 8:30-9:15 am 
60 Highland Street, Library

This weekly gathering combines guided 
and silent meditation to develop our 
capacity for mindful awareness, helping us 
cultivate qualities of patience, gratitude, 
clarity and compassion. All are welcome, 
whatever your level of experience (or 
lack thereof). No need to make a weekly 
commitment; join us when you’re able. 
For more information, please contact 
mindful-mornings@dorsheitzedek.org. 

sunday Morning aduLt Learning

Sunday mornings, 10:20-11:45 am 
JCDS (57 Stanley St. Watertown, MA)

An exciting new component of this year’s Sunday morning program is that we are 
hosting a series of programs open to all adults (and teens too!) in the community:

• Sunday,	April	9: Preparing for Passover—with Rabbi Toba and Rabbi Shahar
(see page 3 for more information)

• Sunday,	May	7: Adoption in the Jewish Community—with Jenny Sartori

Cdt reLigious sChooL open house
Sunday, May 7th, 9:30-10:30 am  
JCDS (57 Stanley Ave, Watertown)

Do you know anyone who would enjoy being part of our CDT 
Religious School community? Please invite them to join us for 
our open house on Sunday, May 7, 9:30-10:30 am. Visitors will 
experience Z’man	Rishon—our opening assembly, meet with 
Rabbi Shahar, and tour the school with members of our children’s 
education committee. Childcare available upon request. Please 
be in touch with Rabbi Shahar at dcl@dorsheitzedek.org 
with any questions.

the VaLue of Kindness
by rabbi shahar Colt
On Valentine’s day, Rabbi Shai Held posted on Facebook on 
a theme to which he has been frequently been returning: 
kindness. “I dream of a time when people pass a synagogue or a 
Jewish school and think, almost reflexively, ‘that place must be 
a bastion of kindness.’” A few months previously, he had written 
more extensively about kindness, and how often intellectual 
brilliance becomes an excuse for mean behavior. 

I have been thinking about how our school is experienced as a 
place that values and teaches kindness—even and especially 
when the explicit curriculum is Hebrew or Torah or Prayers. It 
does feel like a healthy challenge for any school to value both 
intellectual achievement and kind behavior, without either 
overshadowing the other.

Our final staff meeting will explore this. Our Kita Bet teacher 
will present  how she has been working with her class to develop 
awareness of their kind acts on a weekly basis. Jumping off of 
other teachings from Rabbi Held, we will discuss where and 
how the practice of kind behavior interfaces with our teaching. 
How does our teaching shift across grade levels? How do we 
explore this topic without being simplistic or cliche? I look 
forward to learning from our teaching staff about how we can 
develop together in these areas. 

If you have questions, concerns, or feedback about the CDT 
Religious School and would like to connect with the parent-
run Children's Education Committee, feel free to email Andy 
Stefano, Chair of the CEC, at CEC@dorsheitzedek.org.

religious school notes

inclusion task force
by susan nitkin

In February, our congregation observed Jewish Disabilities Awareness 
and Inclusion Month (JDAIM) at an event during the Religious 
School’s Z’man	Rishon (Morning Gathering). Three panelists shared 
stories and answered questions from a group that included students, 
teachers, parents/guardians of students, and and CDT members not 
connected with the school.

One panelist, a parent of a young adult with special developmental 
needs, spoke of her gratitude to a stranger who smiled reassuringly 
at her and made her feel welcomed in an unfamiliar place. Another 
panelist, a teen with a specific learning disability, recounted feeling 
sad about not having the skills to engage in fun activities that others 
around her were doing. The third panelist, a person with two adult 
brothers who have special needs, noted that, despite what some people 
thought when she was growing up, her life felt perfectly normal.

Attendees wanted to understand what types of things they could do 
to help. Invite people to participate, be kind, and show or even tell 
the person or family that you’re glad they’re there. If a person with 
a disability makes a mistake, they might not even be aware of it, so 
calmly explain, without getting angry, what happened and what they 
need to do fix the situation. During a difficult moment, simply ask, 
“What can I do to help?”

Spontaneous efforts at inclusion occur regularly in our school and 
in our congregation. For example, a child helped a classmate who 
was trying to climb on the playground equipment by making sure 
other children didn’t accidentally get in his way. The child had figured 
out on his own that his classmate needed more time managing this 
challenge. Another student offered her seat to him at a moment when 
he was beginning to get frustrated and upset. These children know 
their classmate well enough to be able to anticipate his needs. When 
we promote a more welcoming environment, people who struggle stay 
among us and we learn to help each other.

The gentle curiosity of the attendees at the JDAIM event and the 
panelists’ willingness to share experiences created a setting where 
everyone could learn from each other. We look forward to more 
conversations like this!

dorsheitzedek.org
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STAND BY IN SOLIDARITY

by Esther Kohn, CDT Understanding Race Group

On February 22, 2017, a handful of CDT members participated in a 
Bystander Intervention workshop presented by True Story Theater 
and sponsored by Arlington Living Brochure. With the significant 
rise in harmful acts targeting immigrants, Muslims, Jews,  women, 
and others, I felt called to attend the session to learn what to do if 
I witnessed such an attack.

During the training, we watched theater pieces, participated 
in role plays, and discussed personal experiences. We practiced 
responding to a range of situations, from “everyday bigotry” to 
witnessing someone being threatened in a public place.

Since practice is key to becoming an active bystander, here are 
some skills I intend to try out:

• Have a go-to phrase ready when I hear “everyday bigotry.” I’m
going to try, “I’m uncomfortable with what you just said,” or,
“That’s not my experience.”

• If I witness someone being targeted, I need to assess the
situation before I decide to act using one of these options:
assist the person being targeted; ask others to help; choose
carefully whether and how to relate to the attacker.

The facilitators stressed that our responses might not be smooth or 
articulate but that it’s important to try, and we’ll gain confidence 
and effectiveness as we practice being an active bystander.

True Story Theater is continuing to offer bystander training 
workshops. To learn more about the training or receive a detailed 
handout, contact Esther Kohn at estiekohn@gmail.com.

CDT HOSTS CO-FOUNDER OF ARAB-JEWISH OLIVE OIL PRODUCER 
Thursday, April 13, 7:30 pm, Room 111, Second Church

CDT will host Hadas Lahav, co-
founder of our olive oil supplier, 
Sindyanna of Galilee, a unique non-
profit organization led by a team of 
Arab and Jewish women working to 
create social change from the ground 
up. Sindyanna produces outstanding 
olive oil and other premium food 
products, while enhancing Arab-
Jewish cooperation, promoting 
Fair Trade, creating economic 
opportunities for Arab women, and 
assisting local growers and producers.

Tikkun Olam
PRISON BOOK PROGRAm BOOK DONATION PROJECT
Tuesday, May 2, 6:30-9:00 pm

CDT members will be volunteering at the Prison Book Program 
on Tuesday, May 2, from 6:30-9:00 pm. We travel to the program 
in Quincy Center by T and carpool. Volunteers select books from a 
collection of donated books that meet prisoners’ written requests, 
and package books up for mailing. If interested in volunteering, 
please go to the Prison Book Program sign-up in the Members 
section of the CDT website. Questions? Email Barbara Shatkin 
at bfshatkin@aol.com.

CDT AT GBIO ACTION

by Alan Epstein
CDTers continue to be active in GBIO (Greater Boston Interfaith 
Organization) Action. Stay tuned for information about two 
upcoming GBIO events. In April there will be a Delegate’s 
Assembly, and in May (most likely May 18) there will be a large 
action targeting House members on criminal justice reform.

The program will have two parts. In the 
first, Hadas will share her reflections 
on the difficult peace journey in 
Israel and how she understands her 
work in that context (this will include 
thoughts and reflections on boycott vs. investment 
as different strategies).  The second part will focus 
on CDT involvement in/support for Sindyanna’s 
work. We have been supporting their olive oil sales 
for several years and had a CDT delegation visit 
Sindyanna’s visitor center last year. We will discuss 
with Hadas several ideas for getting more involved 
in and supporting Sindyanna’s important peace 
work in Israel, including working with other local 
congregations.

We look forward to hosting Hadas again, learning 
about her insights on prospects for Middle East 
peace and the importance of international 
solidarity, and discussing our new proposals. 
Please join us!

SAVE THE DATE!: 
SUNDAY, mAY 14, 8:30 Am - 12:00 Pm 
21ST ANNUAL mOTHER’S DAY WALK FOR PEACE
On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 14, please join CDT as we support the work of the Louis 
D. Brown Peace Institute and participate in the 21st Annual Mother’s Day Walk for Peace.  
Last year CDT had over 70 participants working their way through the city from Fields 
Corner to Boston City Hall. The whole walk is 6.8 miles and there is also an option to do 
only the second half and meet up with the CDT team at Madison Park High School.

Everyone who walks is asked to register online at https://www.z2systems.com/np/
clients/lbdpeace/campaign.jsp?campaign=30&fundraiser=14143&. This year, each 
person is asked to pay a registration fee of $10 in addition to any other donations collected. 

While one of the goals of the walk is to raise money for the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute, the 
larger goal is to raise awareness of the problem of violence in these neighborhoods just miles 
from our own and to demand dignity and compassion for all families impacted by murder.

The CDT religious school will also be participating in the walk so that we can support the 
belief that “in unity, there is healing.” More information will be coming through email, 
including registration information. If you have any questions, please contact Abby Cohen at  
abby.cohen@verizon.net or Rabbi Shahar Colt at dcl@dorsheitzedek.org.

Sindyanna cofounder Hadas Lahav in the olive grove.

CDT VIEWS FILm “13TH”

by Bob Imperato

A powerful new 2016 documentary, “13th,” was screened in our  
sanctuary on Sunday, February 19 and attended by over 20 Dorshei 
Tzedek members and community people. The film told the story of 
racism and mass incarceration in the United States. It was named after 
the 13th Amendment, which largely abolished slavery in the United 
States. However through historical examples, the film shows that 
slavery never truly ended and how we have two different laws running 
our legal system.

One poignant example was of Kalif Browder who was walking home 
from school, arrested, and spent three years at Rikers Island Jail in New 
York City awaiting trial. Later found innocent, he committed suicide. 

This is a film with many important messages and I would recommend 
that the entire community see it. It is currently available on Netflix.

mAZON’S FIFTH QUESTION
Addressing the issue of hunger at the seder table

Each year at the Seder, we ask the traditional four questions. And each year, MAZON: A 
Jewish Response to Hunger asks a Fifth Question to raise awareness about a particular 
hunger-related issue and to spark important conversations around the seder table. This year, 
we turn our attention to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which 
faces proposals for devastating changes and cuts that would increase the problem of hunger. 

THE FIFTH QUESTION: 
Why is this night different from all other nights? 
On all other nights we ask, “How can I help feed the hungry?” 
Tonight we ask, “How can we protect the precious safety net that supports those who 
are hungry?”

On this night (and all other nights going forward), let us ask our elected officials to do better 
and commit to supporting policies that work to end the problem of hunger, not make it 
worse. You can help protect the SNAP program and the millions of Americans who cannot 
feed their families without it. Just go to www.mazon.org/SNAP to sign a petition asking 
Speaker of the House Paul Ryan (R-WI) to protect, not eviscerate, SNAP.

dorsheitzedek.org
dorsheitzedek.org
https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/lbdpeace/campaign.jsp?campaign=30&fundraiser=14143&
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nediv Lev

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions.

generAL FunD
Miriam Bronstein—in honor of Rabbi Toba 
and the Tikkun Olam Committee
Barbara Huggins Carboni—in memory of 
Tamar Bronstein, of blessed memory
Diana and Richard Fisher Gomberg
Nancy Gertz—in memory of my father, 
Junius Gertz
Lauren Gibbs—in memory of Mara Gibbs; 
in thanks to all at CDT who connected with 
me in this process
Laurie Goldman—in honor of all engaged 
in building our covenantal community
Becca Gutman
Steffi and Eric Karp
Elaine Landes and David Felson
Sue Lanser—in memory of my parents, 
David H. Sniader and Mildred Gerstein 
Sniader
Ruth Paris and Rob Saper—in memory of 
Isaac Paris; in memory of Dorothy Paris; 
in memory of Steven Paris; in memory of 
Louis Saper
Amy Mazur—in memory of Mara Gibbs
Lissy Medvedow and Cliff Cohen
Gertrude Nemeth and Rachel Nemeth 
Cohen—in memory of Leonard Nemeth

Lauren and Andrew Stefano
Lisa Schneier—in memory of Elliot and 
Esther Schneier; in memory of Gina Fried
Pamela Schoenberg and Joel Reider—in 
memory of Raphael Reider and Mickey 
Schoenberg
Sharon Schumack and Michael Luckens—in 
loving memory of Gina Fried, on her yahrzeit
Emily and David Shumsky—in memory of 
Peter Klemperer
Laya Steinberg—in memory of my father, 
Victor Steinberg
Bonnie Tenneriello and Andrew Sofer—in 
honor of  Tikkun Olam
Debby Waber—in memory of Mara Gibbs 
and Edgar Krasa
Susana and Jaime Wurzel—in memory of 
our cousin, Rachel Goldstein

CAMp JrF FunD

rABBi’s DisCreTiOnAry FunD
Annie Spanel 
Phyllis and Al Glazerman—in tribute to 
the lives of Edgar Krasa and Mara Gibbs, 
Lauren’s daughter. We are saddened by the 
loss of these two special souls.

There are many ways to financially support Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, including contributions to the General Fund or to targeted 
funds. The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund is not part of the congregation’s operating expenses and is administered solely by the rabbi. 
Monies in this fund are used for tzedakah in the greater community, for special needs of the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help 
pay for an adult education program), and, most important, to help out congregants in need. The Jill Volk Teacher Development Fund 
provides scholarships for teachers in the Dorshei Tzedek religious school to receive professional development and training. Jill was 
one of the founders of our school and one of its first teachers; this fund allows her love of Jewish learning to continue to enrich our 
community.

NEDIv LEv CAMPAIgN sWINgs INTO HIgH gEAR

by John Carroll

Each year CDT members contribute “from the heart” to the Nediv Lev campaign. Our 
Nediv Lev target is $75,000 which is about 13% of this year’s CDT budget. These funds 
help support events and programs that engage all members of our growing congregation, 
and also help us come together as an inclusive and thoughtful community to respond to 
our local, national and global challenges. CDT Leadership (Board and off-Board Chairs 
and Co-chairs) have already started the ball rolling with more than two-thirds of the 
Leadership giving about $28,000 or over one-third of the target. This year an anonymous 
donor will match contributions from those who did not give last year, so please contribute 
whatever is meaningful to you; your $18 contribution really helps!

To donate or pledge, you can look under “giving” on the CDT website or use the form 
at https://dorsheitzedek.org/members/nediv-lev-online-pledge-form. If you have 
any questions or comments, contact one of the Nediv Lev Co-chairs, Mark Paley,  
mark.paley@gmail.com, or John Carroll, jcarroll@mit.edu.

sChOOL FunD

reTreAT FunD

hOLy BOOKs FunD

JiLL vOLK TeACher 
DeveLOpMenT FunD

BuiLDing FunD

Support CDT Through 
Amazon.com
Buy your books, electronics, and what-
ever else, and support CDT at the same 
time! 

CDT is an Amazon Associate. When 
you click on the Amazon link on the 
bottom of the CDT homepage (www.
dorsheitzedek.org), a small portion of 
any purchase you make will be contributed 
to Dorshei Tzedek. It’s an easy way  
to support the congregation while doing 
the online shopping you were planning 
to do anyway!

dorsheitzedek.org
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Chesed

ALL ABOuT Lotsahelpinghands
What’s the difference between a CDT community and a personal 
community on the LotsaHelpingHands website?

By ellie goldberg
CDT Chesed Coordinators use the LotsaHelpingHands Calendar to post one-time or 
short-term tasks for our members such as meals, rides, or other errands. It is accessible 
to CDT members only.

Occasionally CDT members have long-term needs and want to invite both CDT 
members and other friends and neighbors to use the LHH calendar. In that case, 
Chesed Coordinators are happy to help set up a personal LHH community so the 
individual can administer their community calendar or enlist a family member or 
friend to manage it

TWO-STEP LOGIN:  To join a personal LHH community, you need to log in to the 
LHH website as usual. Next, use your LHH username and password to send a request 
the join. The calendar administrator can then “approve” your request so you can see 
tasks posted on the calendar and get updates and announcements.

reFuAh sh’LeyMAh
We send blessings for complete healing to Dan 
Karp, Lissy Medvedow, Jacqui Bloomberg, 
Jaime and Susana Wurzel, Charlene Brotman, 
and Thea Breite.

yAhrZeiT
We will be remembering Lesley Chapman, a 
long-time teacher at CDT, at Shabbat morning 
services on April 15, on the occasion of her 8th  
yahrzeit, which falls this year on April 9.  May her 
memory always be for a blessing. 

MOurning AT CDT
As a reference, CDT members have created 
the brochure “Finding Comfort, Giving 
Support: A Guide to Mourning at Congregation 
Dorshei Tzedek,” available on the resource 
table in our sanctuary and on our website at:  
www.dorsheitzedek.org/sites/default/files/
managed/mourning-2010.pdf.

Our congregation values Chesed, acts of loving-kindness, especially when members 
have a major life event such as the arrival of a child, death, injury or illness. 

The Chesed Committee offers Dorshei Tzedek members the opportunity to experience  
the joys and blessings of Chesed as both receivers and givers. The Chesed Committee 
coordinates tasks such as meals, grocery shopping, and transportation to a medical 
appointment. 

The Chesed Committee would like to thank everyone whose acts of kindness manifest 
the spirit of Chesed in our community.

The Chesed Coordinators for April are Debby Saltzman and Dianne Lior. Contact 
them at chesed@dorsheitzedek.org.

We post chesed tasks online on the LotsaHelpingHands (LHH) calendar. We 
encourage emails or phone calls between the volunteers and recipient families to 
confirm arrangements. 
     Sign up for LHH at: http://tinyurl.com/SignUpLHH.  
    Forgot your LHH password? Go to http://tinyurl.com/GetPsWrdLHH. 

If you have a major life cycle event or illness or injury, contact rabbi Toba spitzer at 
rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or call 617-965-0330. Rabbi Toba is available to talk about 
any spiritual, religious, or personal issues that you might want to discuss. To schedule 
an appointment, please contact her (confidentially). She does not check email or 
voicemail on Shabbat (Friday evening through Saturday evening) or on Mondays (her 
day off). For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is available through 
the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This fund is administered solely by the rabbi and is 
completely confidential. 

dorsheitzedek.org
dorsheitzedek.org/sites/default/files/managed/mourning-2010.pdf
dorsheitzedek.org/sites/default/files/managed/mourning-2010.pdf
-2010.pdf
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CDT Calendar       April 2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
shabbat Morning service 
9:45am-12pm

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
religious school 
nitzanim/gan - gr. 6
JCDS
9:30am-12pm

CDT Board Meeting 
JCDS, 57 Stanley Ave, 
Watertown  
9:45am-12pm

Mindful parenting 
with Carla naumberg  
JCDS 
10:20-11:45am

religious 
school (gr. 3-6)
FUSN 
3:45-5:45pm 

intro to Talmud 
spring session 
60 Highland Street, 
Library
7:30–9:15pm

Mindful Mornings 
60 Highland Street, 
Library
8:30–9:15am

executive Board 
Meeting
Member’s home
7:30-9pm

All-Ages erev 
shabbat service/
potluck  
6pm

shabbat Morning Torah study 
with rabbi Toba spitzer
8:45-9:40am

shabbat Morning service & 
Bat Mitzvah of Abby Caputo 
9:45am-12pm

CDT Film Club:  
The kind Words
Home of Elaine Landes & David Felson
Potluck at 6pm,  
Movie/Discussion at 7pm

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
religious school  
(gr. 1-6)
JCDS
9:30am-12pm

The Jewish holidays 
for grown-ups with 
rabbi Toba spitzer  
JCDS 
10:20-11:45am

CDT Men’s softball
10:00am 
NARA Park, Acton

7th & 8th grade 
Meeting 
FUSN  
5:30-7:30pm

Mindful Mornings 
60 Highland Street, 
Library
8:30–9:15am

Discussion with 
hadas Lahav
60 Highland Street,  
Room 111  
7:00pm

shabbat Morning service 
9:45am-12pm

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
CDT Men’s softball
10:00am 
Forte Field, Newton 

erev pesach (day 7) 
service & Kiddush
Sanctuary & Kitchen
7:30pm to 9:00pm

partakers: 
College Behind 
Bars
60 Highland Street,  
Room 111  
7:00-8:30pm

Mindful Mornings 
60 Highland Street, 
Library
8:30–9:15am

shabbat Morning service 
9:45am-12pm

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
CDT Men’s softball
10:00am 
Jonas Clarke M.S., Lexington

religious 
school (gr. 3-6)
FUSN
3:45-5:45pm

 Mindful Mornings 
60 Highland Street, 
Library
8:30–9:15am

shabbat Morning service 
9:45am-12pm

30 May  1 2 3 4 5 6
religious school  
(gr. 1-6)
JCDS
9:30am-12pm

CDT Men’s softball
10:00am 
Forte Field, Newton

7th & 8th grade 
Meeting
FUSN
5:30-7:30pm

religious 
school (gr. 3-6)
FUSN 
3:45-5:45pm 

Mindful Mornings 
60 Highland Street, 
Library
8:30–9:15am 

All-Ages erev 
shabbat service/
potluck  
6pm

shabbat Morning service & 
Bat Mitzvah of Maya garg 
9:45am-12pm

CDT Film Club:  
Tale of Love 
Member’s home
Potluck at 6pm,  
Movie/Discussion at 7pm

uNLEss NOTED OTHERWIsE, ALL sHAbbAT PROgRAMs ARE 
heLD AT The DOrshei TZeDeK prAyer spACe: 60 highLAnD 
sTREET IN THE sECOND CHuRCH OF NEWTON, WEsT NEWTON.

dorsheitzedek.org
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KiDDush AssignMenTs

Apr 1 Shabbat Morning Service: Carolyn Fine 
(Captain)—in memory of  Sara Fine & Jerry Friedman—
in memory of  Pepi & Mark Friedman / Laya Steinberg—
in memory of   Victor Steinberg & Bruce Miller

Apr 7 All-ages Erev Shabbat Service & Potluck: 
Ellen White (Captain)—in memory of  Paul M. & 
John S. White / Sara Dash / Ilana Joy Streit / Haralie 
Alpert—in memory of  Francis & Sylvia Greenberg

Apr 8 Shabbat Morning Service & Bat Mitzvah 
of Abby Caputo: Sanctuary Cleanup: Pamela 
Rosenstein—in memory of  Beatrice Kleiman / 
Reinhard Engels; Ushers: Alyssa Cohen / Ari Goldman 
/ Jodi Sugerman-Brozan

Apr 15 Shabbat Morning Service: Abby Cohen 
(Captain) / Marni Goldstein Caputo / Vilunya Diskin / 
Mark Bronstein

Apr 16 Erev Pesach Service: Jennifer  & David 
Greenberg / Theresa St. John-Siegel

Apr 22 Shabbat Morning Service: Elliot (Captain) & 
Barbara Pittel / Helaine & John Carroll

Apr 29 Shabbat Morning Service: Amy Brodesky 
(Captain) & Rex Flynn / Tessa Goldsmith / Sharon Gorberg

MAy 5 All-ages Erev Shabbat Service & Potluck: 
Wendy Gedanken (Captain) / Emily Mathis /  Jeffrey 
Arnold / Jordan Namerow

MAy 6 Shabbat Morning Service & Bat Mitzvah of 
Maya Garg: Sanctuary Cleanup: Bill Shorr / Sharon 
Sevransky; Kiddush Setup: James Kaplan / Betsy 
Hinden & Karen Wasserman / David Lobron / Sivan 
Nasoff & Valerie Bodet; Kiddush Cleanup: Rebecca 
Cohen & Jacob Weinberg / Alison Lobron / Thea Breite / 
Pamela & Steven Katz; Ushers: Abby & Jordan Schwartz

Kiddush Note: The complete kiddush and holiday as-
signment schedule is available in the members’ calendar 
on our website. When notified of your dates, please be 
sure to put them into your personal calendars. The whole 
congregation counts on your participation in kiddush and 
each assigned person is needed and expected to show up. 
Thank you!

No Fragrances, Please. So that Dorshei Tzedek events 
are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask 
that people refrain from wearing fragrances (perfumes, 
scented oils, colognes, etc.) to all CDT events. While 
pleasant to some, fragrances can cause illness to those 
who are chemically sensitive. Thank you for your under-
standing and flexibility.

Community events
CDT FiLM CLuB
Saturday, April 8 
Potluck at 6:00 pm  
Movie starts at 7:00 pm, to be followed by a group discussion. 
Home of Elaine Landes and David Felson

The Kind Words (2015, 1 hr 58 min, Hebrew, French)

While mourning their mother’s death, Jewish siblings Dorona, Netanel, 
and Shai learn that the man who raised them isn’t their biological dad. The 
news soon sends them on a quest across France to find their real father—
who happens to be a Muslim.

Potluck at 6:00 pm, movie starts at 7:00 pm, to be followed by a group 
discussion. Feel free to come for any part of the evening. Due to space 
constraints, this event is for members and their families. 

We hope you can join us. Contact the co-chairs, Stan Fleischman and 
Emily Sper, film-club@dorsheitzedek.org, for more information or if 
you’d like to host a film.

HIkE WITH CDT
Saturday, April 29, 1:00pm carpool from CDT 
Noanet Woodlands, Dover 
Upcoming dates: May 20, June 24, July 16

The first of our 2017 CDT Hikes will take place Saturday, April 29, at 
Noanet Woodlands in Dover. We will caravan/carpool to Noanet from 
CDT at 1pm, or  you can meet us at the Powissett Street entrance at 1:30. 
For information about Noanet Woods, visit http://www.thetrustees.org/
places-to-visit/greater-boston/noanet-woodlands.html.

The hike will last about two hours, and the website describes the hiking 
as “moderate,” but “strenuous in places.” We expect to be back at CDT by 
approximately 4pm. Dogs are allowed, but please note the rules about dogs 
in the Regulations & Advisories on their website. Please wear sturdy shoes, 
dress in layers, and bring a water bottle.

No RSVP is necessary—just show up! Questions?  Contact Diana, 
dfgomberg@gmail.com; Richard, richardgomberg@gmail.com; 
Marc, marc@metaphasia.com; or Stuart, SLS@SnyderLegal.com.

sOFTBALL seAsOn is here!
The Tzedekmen are Ready to Play Ball
Join the CDT Men’s Softball team, the Tzedekmen, as we play their first 
four games in the Men’s Shul Softball League. Cheer us on toward winning 
the prestigious Kiddush Cup!

•	 April 9: Opening game, against Temple Beth Elohim-1 of Acton at NARA 
Park in Acton.

•	 April 16: Home opener against Beth Abraham from Canton at Forte 
Park in Newton.

•	 April 23: Playing Temple Emunah-2 at the Jonas Clarke Middle School 
in Lexington.

•	 April 30: Playing Temple Isaiah-2 of Lexington at Forte Field, Newton.  

For more information, contact Head Coach Elliot Pittel,  
epittel@comcast.net, or visit:
www.facebook.com/CongregationDorsheiTzedekMensSoftballTeam.

dorsheitzedek.org


Address correction requested

Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland St.
West Newton, MA 02465

showers... 
Flowers...  
it’ll probably 
be warmer 
than this.

Join CDT Hikes at Noanet Woodlands in 
Dover on saturday, April 29, for the first 
hike of 2017!  (see page 11 for details)

“CDT Hikes” visited the Noanet Woodlands 
in 2015. photo by Diana gomberg.




