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This sepTember, I had the 
honor of offering a teaching and 
prayer to open the weekly 
meeting of the Boston City 

Council (with thanks to CDT member DB 
Reiff, who works for council member 
Annissa Essaibi George, for arranging the 
visit!).  I shared with them a teaching from 
our tradition about this time of year, and I 
would like to share it here, as we enter into 
the new Jewish year 5777.

There are a number of debates in the 
rabbinic tradition about when, exactly, 
the world was created. In a collection of 
midrash called Pesikta d’Rav Kahana, 
Rabbi Eliezer teaches that the world was 
created on the 25th of Elul, meaning that 
the 6th day of Creation—the day on which 
human beings were created—was the first 
day of the month of Tishrei.  So while the 
world was created in Elul, human beings 
were created on Rosh Hashanah. The 
midrash goes on to say that almost as 
soon as human beings were created, they 
transgressed the one command they had 
been given (not to eat of the fruit of the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil). On that 
same day, God both held them accountable 

for their sin, and forgave them. In this way, 
Rosh Hashanah was established as a day of 
both judgment and forgiveness.

Rabbi Eliezer’s teaching recalls another 
rabbinic midrash about the creation of the 
world:  There was a king who had delicate 
glass cups.  He said to himself, “If I pour 
hot water into them, they will expand and 
burst. If I pour cold water into them, they 
will contract and shatter.” So what did he 
do? He mixed hot water with cold, and 
poured it into them, and they did not break. 
So it was with God. When it came time to 
create the world, God reflected, “If I create 
the world with the attribute of rachamim, 
compassion, alone, there will be an overflow 
of wrongful acts. But if I create the world 

with din, justice, alone, how could the world 
endure?  Human beings cannot withstand 
the strictest measure of judgment.  So I will 
create it with both justice and compassion, 
and it will endure.”

This attempt to achieve the proper 
balance of judgment and compassion, of 
justice and love, is a profound teaching 
for us in this historical moment. As we 
head towards a momentous election, 
as our society wrestles with painful 
manifestations of institutionalized racism 
and widening economic inequality, as the 
plight of immigrants and refugees bumps 
up against the fear of terror attacks, we 
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The CDT Newsletter is published monthly with a 
July-August summer issue. Email articles, events, 
and photos to dtnews@dorsheitzedek.org.
Usually the deadline is the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. For questions, 
email us at the same address.
Volunteer Staff: John Holohan (chair), 
Josette Akresh–Gonzales, Barry Ingber, 
Barbara Pittel, Vivienne Shein (photographer), 
Michael Singer.

Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist 
Congregation dedicated to creating a caring and 
inclusive community, and to enhancing Jewish 
practice and learning in the lives of our members.

CDT

board

newsletter
rabbinic Liaison Committee

The Rabbinic Liaison Committee exists to ensure the maintenance of a good working 
relationship between our rabbi and the congregation. While congregants are always 
welcome and encouraged to discuss questions or concerns directly with Rabbi Toba, they 
may at times feel more comfortable talking to the Rabbinic Liaison committee. Issues 
raised by congregants are discussed confidentially and, when appropriate, are shared 
with the Rabbi in a constructive manner. To discuss a question or concern, contact 
Cindy Shulak–Rome, Rabbinic Liaison Chair at cbsrome@comcast.net.

are individually and collectively challenged 
to embrace in equal measure the need for 
justice and for compassion. 

Interestingly, our tradition intuits that it 
is often easier to give in to the desire for clear, 
harsh justice at the expense of forgiveness 
and love. We spend much of the High 
Holydays liturgically imploring the “King,” 
the Source of Life, our Creator, to move from 
a metaphoric “seat of judgment” to the “seat 
of compassion.” We ostensibly do this as we 
plead for our own lives and well-being, but 
I read this call for Godly compassion as a 
message, ultimately, for ourselves. Can I 
move from the seat of judgment to the seat 
of compassion?  Can I open my heart to my 

own weaknesses and embrace them, even 
as I seek to change?  How do I hold onto the 
possibility of forgiveness for myself, when I 
make inevitable mistakes and hurt others? 
How do I not lose compassion for others 
who cause pain out of their own ignorance 
and fear? How do I keep my mind and heart 
open when confronted with the reality of 
my own privilege, and really listen with 
compassion to those who suffer in some 
way on account of me?  What does it mean 
to seek justice from a place of compassion?

A few days before I gave the blessing at the 
City Council, I was honored to participate in 
the first nation-wide action of a movement 
calling for a “National Revival and a Moral 
Revolution of Values” (moralrevival.org).  I 
gathered with dozens of clergy from an array 
of religious traditions, along with labor and 
environmental activists and many others, 
on the steps of the State House, reading 
aloud the High Ground Moral Declaration, 
which links fundamental economic, social 
and political rights to teachings of the 
Abrahamic religious traditions and the 
U.S. Constitution.  Many of you may have 
seen one of the leaders of this movement, 
the Rev. Dr. William Barber, speak at the 

Democratic National 
C onvent ion  t h i s 
summer (and if not, I 
encourage you to find 
the talk on youtube 
and watch!).  In his 
call to the convention, 
Dr. Barber spoke of the 
need for we Americans 
to “defibrillate our 
hearts,” to work for a 
better society, a better 
world, from a place of 
both justice and love.  
With all that is difficult 
and frightening in our 

political climate today, with all the violence 
that seizes the headlines every single day, 
this emerging movement calling for a 
“moral revolution of values” gives me hope.

In this new year, may we—individually 
and collectively—seek and find that creative 
balance of justice and compassion to remake 
our world.  L’shanah tovah tikateivu 
v’tichatemu—may we all be “written and 
sealed” into the Book of Life for good and 
for blessing in this new year.
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shabbat and holidays

Unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space: 
60 Highland Street in The Second Church of Newton, West Newton. Shabbat morning services 
are held weekly, starting at 9:45 am. Free childcare is available during Shabbat morning 
services in room 112. For the comfort and health of our members and guests, we ask everyone 
attending our services to avoid wearing fragrances (perfume, cologne, hair and body sprays).

THE DAYS OF AWE 
rOsh hAshAnAh & YOm Kippur

We welcome our members and the larger Jewish community to 
our High Holydays services, held at Gann Academy in Waltham, 
MA. Rosh Hashanah begins the evening of Sunday, October 
2, at 7:45 pm. For a full schedule of services and children’s 
programming, please go to http://dorsheitzedek.org/high-holydays. 
While we do not want finances to be an obstacle to anyone’s 
participation, we do rely on contributions from our guests, as well 
as fees for childcare, to cover the considerable expense involved 
in our High Holydays programming. All non-members who pre-
register for services will have a name tag awaiting! 

shAbbAT shuvAh COnTempLATive serviCe
Saturday, October 8, 9:45am-noon 
60 Highland Street 
Childcare is provided

For the special Shabbat of “turning” that falls between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, Rabbi Toba and CDT member 
Linda Kramer will lead a contemplative service, incorporating 
singing and times of silence and guided meditation, as well as 
Torah study.  Children are welcome, but please be advised that 
there will be 10 to 20 minute periods of silence. In order to not 
disrupt the silence, we ask if possible that you arrive no later 
than 10 am. Torah study will begin at 11:15am.

SUKKOT & SIMCHAT TORAH 
suKKOT On The FArm! A 
COmmuniTY-WiDe CeLebrATiOn

Sunday, October 16, 9:30am-12:30pm 
Powisset Farm, Dover, MA

Join CDT and Ganai Beantown at 
Powisset Farm in Dover for a Sukkot 
Harvest Festival. Gathering rain or shine, 
join us for a fabulous fall morning ending 
with a bring-your-own picnic lunch. This 
is open to CDT members (and guests) of 
all ages.

Build and decorate a sukkah, help with 
the fall harvest, enjoy a nature walk, learn 
about honey bees, sing and tell stories, try 
your hand at a farm-fresh recipe, press 
apple cider or make sauerkraut, all with 
a side of Torah!

Bring with you a picnic lunch & blanket, 
water bottle, mug for tea, musical 
instruments, and weather-appropriate 
clothing. For more information, visit 
www.beantownjewishgardens.org. 

suKKOT mOrninG serviCe
Monday, October 17, 9:30-11:30am 
60 Highland Street, West Newton

Bring your lulav and etrog as we sing 
Hallel and celebrate the holiday! There 
is no childcare provided but kids are 
welcome at the service.

simChAT TOrAh CeLebrATiOn
Sunday, October 23, 7:00-9:00pm 
60 Highland Street, West Newton

We close the week of Sukkot festivities 
with this celebration of the Torah! All 
ages are welcome as we mark the end of 
the year cycle of reading Torah and begin 
anew with a Torah Quiz, dancing with the 
Torah scrolls, and unrolling the scroll to 
read the very end and the very beginning! 
Join Rabbi Toba and musicians for this 
musical, fun evening. 

siGn-ups nOW Open FOr CDT 
pOTLuCKs—suKKOT sTYLe!
Throughout the week of Sukkot (October 
16-22)

The sukkah is a symbol of hospitality and 
welcome - so come to a Sukkot dinner! 
Sign-ups are now open for our first round 
of CDT community potlucks, happening 
throughout the week of Sukkot. Don’t 
miss out on experiencing the joys of 
eating in a sukkah,* dining with friends, 
and celebrating the end of the harvest 
as a community! To sign up, go to the 
Members section of the CDT website 
(dorsheitzedek.org) and select Signups.

This is just the first of four potlucks that 
will be happening throughout the year. 
Stay tuned for the dates of upcoming 
dinners, and don’t hesitate to contact 
Melanie Adler (madler@edc.org)  if you’d 
like to be a future host! 

(*Actually, not all of the dinners will be 
happening in sukkahs. But many will!)

dorsheitzedek.org
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Chesed

Chesed inspiration on the Chesed Webpage
by ellie Goldberg
You can find our Chesed columns, Q&As, and recipes on the Chesed Webpage. You will 
also find the articles below that describe the feelings that sometimes get in the way of 
participating in Chesed, as a giver and as a receiver. We encourage you to read them as 
part of our ongoing effort to build connections for a caring community. We hope these 
articles will inspire you to participate in Chesed.

A Small Pot of Violets—“We’ve all felt it; that moment’s hesitation 
before we ring the bell. Here’s why you need to do it anyway, ” writes 
Dorshei Tzedek member Nancy Gertz. (LivFun, page 30, Autumn, 
2015)

How Not to Say the Wrong Thing—One of the barriers to 
participating in Chesed is the feeling that we don’t know what to say 
or we fear that we might say the wrong thing. A couple of years ago 
we shared this article by Susan Silk and Barry Goldman (Los Angeles 
Times, April 7, 2013). “It works in all kinds of crises – medical, legal, 
even existential. It’s the ‘Ring Theory’ of kvetching. The first rule is 
comfort in, dump out.”

Accepting Meals from Strangers as Caregivers—Linda Matchan 
describes how a health crisis brings donations of food that teach 
humility and gratitude — and provides a lesson for those who want 
to help others. (Boston Globe, March 25, 2014)

When The Time Comes: Tips For How To Visit The Dying—“As my father-in-law lay 
in his deathbed after a brief illness, people wanted to say goodbye. In those last days, 
we learned some valuable lessons.” Rebecca Steinitz writes on the WBUR Cognoscenti 
blog (April, 2016).

reFuAh sh’LeYmAh
We send blessings for complete healing to Ruby 
Weinberg, Mark Schafer, Marjorie Salvadon, 
David Broad, and Dan Karp.

YAhrZeiT
This month, we remember CDT members 
Zachary Carson, whose 8th yahrzeit falls on 
October 8; Efrem Goldberg, whose 14th yahrzeit 
falls on October 16; Shari Zimble, whose 8th 
yahrzeit falls on October 26, and Eugene Black, 
whose 3rd yahrzeit falls on November 15.  We 
will be remembering Zach at Shabbat services on 
October 8; Efrem on October 15; Gene on October 
22, and Shari on October 29. May each of their 
memories be for a blessing. 

mOurninG AT CDT
As a reference, CDT members have created 
the brochure “Finding Comfort, Giving 
Support: A Guide to Mourning at Congregation 
Dorshei Tzedek,” available on the resource 
table in our sanctuary and on our website at:  
www.dorsheitzedek.org/sites/default/files/
managed/mourning-2010.pdf.

Our congregation values chesed, acts of loving-kindness, especially when members 
have a major life event such as the arrival of a child, death, injury or illness.  The Chesed 
Committee offers Dorshei Tzedek members the opportunity to experience the joys and 
blessings of chesed as both receivers and givers.

The Chesed Committee coordinates tasks such as meals, grocery shopping, and 
transportation to a medical appointment.  The October Chesed coordinators are 
Marla Cummins and Gail Pressberg. Contact them at chesed@dorsheitzedek.org.

We post chesed tasks online on the LotsaHelpingHands (LHH) calendar. We 
encourage emails or phone calls between the volunteers and recipient families to 
confirm arrangements.  
     Sign up for LHH at: http://tinyurl.com/SignUpLHH.  
    Forgot your LHH password? Go to http://tinyurl.com/GetPsWrdLHH. 

If you have a major life cycle event or illness or injury, contact Rabbi Toba Spitzer at 
rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or call 617-965-0330. The Chesed Committee would like to 
thank everyone who did acts of chesed last month.

Rabbi Toba is available to talk about any spiritual, religious, or personal issues 
that you might want to discuss. To schedule an appointment, please contact her 
(confidentially) at rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or 617-965-0330. She does not check 
email or voicemail on Shabbat (Friday evening through Saturday evening) or on 
Mondays (her day off). For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is 
available through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This fund is administered solely by 
the rabbi and is completely confidential. 

dorsheitzedek.org/sites/default/files/managed/mourning-2010.pdf
-2010.pdf
dorsheitzedek.org
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events
CDT FiLm CLub
Saturday, October 8 
6:00 pm, potluck; 7:00 pm, movie, followed 
by group discussion 
Home of Ellie Goldberg

Dough (2016, 1 hr 34 min)

With his business faltering badly, Jewish 
baker Nat is under pressure from his son to 
close his shop down. The arrival of a young 
Muslim apprentice, however, soon puts an 
unexpected charge in Nat’s sales. —Netflix

Feel free to attend any part of the evening. 
If you’re coming to the potluck, please bring 
a main dish, salad or dessert to share (in 
consideration of members with dietary 
constraints, if you are making a dish with 
dairy or wheat that can be added later, i.e. 
salad with cheese or croutons, please keep 
separate). Due to space constraints, this 
event is for members and their families . 

We hope you can join us! Contact the co-
chairs, Stan Fleischman and Emily Sper, 
film-club@dorsheitzedek.org, for more 
information or if you’d like to host a film.

CDT hiKes nOrTh pACK 
mOnADnOCK!
Sunday, October 9, 11:30 am

We’ll be hiking North Pack Monadnock, 
which is a six mile trail and has almost 
1000 feet of rocky elevation gain. This 
hike will not be for the faint of heart! At 
the top we’ll have a beautiful Autumn view 
of Mount Monadnock. We will meet at 
the CDT parking lot at 10:00am. The trail 
starts at Ted’s Trail on Old Mountain Road 
in Greenfield, N.H. about 90 minutes from 
CDT, so you could also meet us there at 
11:30am. 

As always, please wear sturdy shoes, 
dress in layers and bring a water bottle 
and a snack. No RSVP is necessary—
just show up! Questions? Contact 
Diana (d fgomberg@g mail.com),  
Richard (richardgomberg@gmail.com), 
Marc (marc@metaphasia.com), or Stuart 
(SLS@SnyderLegal.com).

mObiLiZinG FOr A shAreD sOCieTY: COnCerT & COnversATiOn 
FeATurinG mirA AWAD
Thursday, November 3, 7:30pm concert followed by conversation 
Regent Theater, Arlington

CDT is thrilled to be 
co-sponsoring this 
event, organized by 
the New Israel Fund 
with world acclaimed 
Palestinian-Israeli 
singer, songwriter, 
and peace activist 
Mira Awad. This is 
more than a concert 
– it is an opportunity 
to stand together for 
a shared society in 
Israel between Jews 
and non-Jews. Rabbi 
Claudia Kreiman will 
moderate the post-

concert conversation with Mira. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Additional information, including 
how to purchase tickets and sponsorships, is available at www.nif.org/mira.

FrOm DiALOGue TO ACTiOn: enACTinG ChAnGe On The sTreeTs OF 
JerusALem
With Dr. Yakir Englander

Monday evening, November 14, 7:30-9:00pm 
In the Dorshei Tzedek sanctuary, 60 
Highland Street

Dr. Yakir Englander, a founder of 
Kids4Peace International, is directing a 
new program, Dialogue to Action, which 
engages Palestinian and Jewish young 
adults from the Jerusalem area in interfaith 
dialogue and non-violent action to promote 
social and political change. Originally from 
the Ultra-Orthodox community of Bnei 
Brak in Israel, Englander earned a PhD  in 
Jewish philosophy and gender studies from 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. The CDT 
Israel Trip met with Dr. Englander this past 
July, and found his personal story and his 
work to be truly transformative. Don’t miss this opportunity to meet with one of the most 
innovative and powerful activists for peace and social change in Israel today!

photo by nahum Leder

LimmuDbOsTOn COminG DeCember 4
Plan to attend LimmudBoston, the annual, volunteer-driven conference celebration 
of everything Jewish, which will be at Temple Reyim and Mayyim Hayyim on 
December 4. Everyone is a learner at LimmudBoston, and anyone may offer a session. 
Last year’s ticket price remains in effect through September. Session proposals are 
due by September 15. See www.LimmudBoston.org for more information

dorsheitzedek.org
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Learning
Religious School Notes
by Rabbi Shahar Colt,  
Director of Congregational Learning
On Sunday, September 11, the CDT School teachers gathered for staff 
orientation. Among our various tasks and activities, we learned that these 
teachers sing beautifully! At the end of our time together, we shared about 
our skills and areas where we can offer support to each other. The list was 
inspiring. Just some of our staff skills include:

•	 Listening

•	 Extensive knowledge of the Israeli and American political systems

•	 Crafts

•	 Being a Jewish mom, providing a supportive nurturing space

•	 Leading niggunim (tunes sung without words)

•	 Knowing group-building and “camp” activities

•	 Coming up with Torah quotes to match any situation

I hope you get to meet these wonderful teachers and find out how they are 
sharing their unique gifts with the CDT children and broader community.

TeeN KicKoff
On Sunday, September 11, the CDT Teen group kicked off our year together 
by doing some old-school printing. This event was inspired by the real and 
very old printing blocks of Hebrew letters found in the CDT education 
office. Partnering with Arbalest Press, a printing collective in Charlestown, 
we learned how to operate real printing presses to create beautiful prints of 
words and phrases. Feeling inspired? Join us for a Chanukah card-making 
workshop in December.

chaNuKah caRd MaKiNg: hebRew TypeSeTTiNg woRKShop
Sunday evening, December 4, time TBD 
Arbalest Press, Charlestown

Learn about the history of typesetting and how it has shaped Jewish life and 
culture. We will be introduced to using the printing presses, playing with 
both English and Hebrew letters to create unique and beautiful Chanukah 
cards. To participate, email dcl@dorsheitzedek.org. Space in the workshop 
is limited.

MiNdfuL MoRNiNgS
Thursday mornings, 8:30-9:15 am 
60 Highland Street, Library

This weekly gathering combines guided 
and silent meditation to develop our 
capacity for mindful awareness, helping us 
cultivate qualities of patience, gratitude, and 
compassion. Rabbi Toba and experienced 
CDT members offer a teaching to begin each 
session, with meditation instruction. All are 
welcome, whatever your level of experience 
(or lack thereof!).  

No need to make a weekly commitment; 
join us when you’re able! For 
more information, please contact 
mindful-mornings@dorsheitzedek.org. 

New cLaSS! eThicaL ReSpoNSibiLiTy aNd chaMeTz: 
a TaLMud cLaSS foR eveRyoNe
with Rabbi Shahar Colt

Tuesday evenings, November 15, 22, 29, December 6, 7:30-9:15 pm 
(free for CDT members; $36 for non-members)

What are the boundaries of personal ethical responsibility? How 
do we make decisions about where our personal efforts matter 
and where we can look away? Moreover, with so many real life 
applications of this question, why would anyone look to Talmud 
study for answering these questions? This class will explore 
Talmud based texts about chametz, the prohibition of bread on 
Passover.

Drawing on this symbol from our narrative of liberation, we 
will explore these questions by unpacking layers of rabbinic 
conversations. No previous experience with Talmud, Hebrew, or 
any other Jewish text is expected, but willingness for engagement 
and reflection on that challenge is recommended, as we will 
explore the “why Talmud?” question as part of our study process.

If you have questions, concerns, or feedback about the CDT 
Religious School and would like to connect with the parent-
run Children's Education Committee, feel free to email Andy 
Stefano, Chair of the CEC, at CEC@dorsheitzedek.org.

amalia Mireles Shorr cleans the printing 
press at arbalest press. photo by Shahar colt.

The JewS aRe aLRighT: LeaRNiNg fRoM The JewiSh 
coMMuNiTieS of huNgaRy & poLaNd Today
with Rabbi Shahar Colt

Tuesday evenings, November 1, 7:30-9:00 pm

For two weeks in July, I travelled with a group of colleagues to 
Hungary and Poland, meeting with Jewish leaders organizations, 
activists and academics. We asked about the past, present and 
future of Jewish life in Eastern Europe, and were fascinated 
by how the themes and questions we encountered reflected 
dynamics in our own North American Jewish communities. At 
this presentation, I will share images, stories, conversations and 
questions about Jewish identity, anti-semitism, memory and 
communal narratives.

wiSe agiNg
Mondays in November (dates to be announced)

Marion Ross and Louise Enoch will once again be offering the 
“Wise Aging” group. Based on a curriculum developed by the 
Jewish Institute for Spirituality, the group offers participants the 
opportunity to explore topics related to aging, as well as to develop 
a spiritual approach to the challenges of the later years. Designed 
for anyone over 60, the group uses discussion, texts, meditation, 
and self reflection to build a foundation for joy and resilience. 
Learn more about the potential for growth that the years ahead 
can offer, while deepening relationships among group members.  
Come join us! Let Marion or Louise (lpenoch@rcn.com or 
marikal50@hotmail.com) know by October 1 if you are 
interested or if you have any questions.

aduLT LeaRNiNg oN SuNday MoRNiNgS

Sunday mornings, 10:20-11:45 am 
JCDS (57 Stanley St. Watertown, MA)

An exciting new component of this year’s Sunday morning program is that we will 
be hosting a series of programs open to all adults (and teens too!) in the community.  
These programs were initiated by parent interest, and will be led by members of the 
CDT community. Each of these programs will run 10:20-11:45 on Sunday mornings at 
JCDS. Here’s a list:

•	 Understanding Race Book Group—October 30
Join the Understanding Race Committee to discuss The Fire This Time: A New 
Generation Speaks About Race by Jesmyn Ward. It is an anthology of essays 
by a variety of writers of color on their experiences, reactions to and ideas 
on racism in America. All are welcome—you do not need to have attended 
any of the previous discussions. We encourage attendees to get a copy of the 
book; however, it is only available in hardcover. Several of the essays have been 
previously published and are available online. We have compiled a list of links 
to these articles if you are unable to get a copy of the book. Contact Debby 
Saltzman (debbysaltzman@gmail.com) with any questions or to receive a 
list of links to the online articles.

•	 Adoption in the Jewish community—January 22 with Jenny Sartori

•	 The Music of Israel: 1917-1947—March 5 with Hayim Kobi

•	 Mindful Parenting—April 2  with Carla Naumberg
The kickoff crew (front to back: Noah goldman, Maya 
garg, abby caputo, and Max greenberg) revels in 
figuring out how to print Shalom. photo by Shahar colt.

old hebrew printing blocks. photos by 
Shahar colt, edited by barry ingber.

dorsheitzedek.org
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nediv Lev 
We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions.

GenerAL FunD
Miriam Bronstein
Phyllis and David Farber
Lauren Gibbs
Carol Hemley—in memory of David Hemley
Steffi and Eric Karp
Dianne Lior—in memory of Ina Reznicek 
Amy Mazur 
Carla Naumburg and Josh Herzig-Marx 
Sami O’Reilly and Robert Imperato
Alli and Max Roberts

Marion Ross—in memory of Diana 
Levenson
Marjorie Salvodan and Mark Schafer  
Pamela Schoenberg and Joel Reider—in 
memory of Gina Fried 
Nessa Spitzer—in memory of Bill Spitzer
Madeline Steinberg and Mitchell Feuer  
Erica Streit-Kaplan—in memory of Kurt 
Weinberg 
Ellen White

There are many ways to financially support Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, including contributions to the General Fund or to targeted 
funds. The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund is not part of the congregation’s operating expenses and is administered solely by the rabbi. 
Monies in this fund are used for tzedakah in the greater community, for special needs of the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help 
pay for an adult education program), and, most important, to help out congregants in need. The Jill Volk Teacher Development Fund 
provides scholarships for teachers in the Dorshei Tzedek religious school to receive professional development and training. Jill was 
one of the founders of our school and one of its first teachers; this fund allows her love of Jewish learning to continue to enrich our 
community.

Community
mAZeL TOv
To Dan Reeves & Rebecca Byard on the 
birth and brit milah of Asa Gabriel Reeves!  
We will be officially welcoming Asa into the 
community at Shabbat morning services on 
October 15.

Mazel tov to Debbie Waber, on the naming of 
her grandson, Phineas Leonard Hennessy!

Mazel tov to Cheryl & Jeff Sacks, on the 
marriage of their daughter Lauren to Noah 
Hopton!

Mazel tov to Sherry Katz on the publication 
of her book, No More Secrets: Healing from 
Domestic Violence. Check it out on Facebook,  
www.facebook.com/nomoresecretsbook.

TODAh rAbbAh
Todah Rabbah to these CDT members 
for helping with kiddush in August and 
September: Barry Ingber, Chaim & Judy 
Herzig-Marx, Carla Naumburg—in 
memory of Leda DiCapi, Carol Sklar—in 
memory of Frances Sklar, Emily Mathis, 
Sarah Birkeland, Matt Fried—in memory 
of Arthur Fried & Jonathan Levine, Alice 
Markowitz & Rick Glassman, Willa 
Kuh, Jessica Keimowitz—in memory of 
David Keimowitz Crozier, Dianne Lior, 
Jodie Siegel, Barbara Beck—in memory 
of Stephen Beck, and of Irving & Edith 
Beck, Amy Mazur—in memory of Rhoda 
& Marvin Mazur, Meryl Epstein & Trish 

Nuzzola, Alyssa Cohen, Rachel Nemeth 
Cohen & Richard Cohen, Beth Brooks, 
Esther Kohn.

Todah Rabbah to Ellie Goldberg, Phyllis 
Kantor, Jackie Slivko, and Emily Sper, 
who worked with our office administrative 
assistant Shaena Grossman to prepare and 
mail our High Holydays info packets.

Please notify the Newsletter of life cycle 
events, significant accomplishments, or other 
moments you would like to share with the 
community. (See page 2 for details.) 

CAmp JrF FunD

rAbbi’s DisCreTiOnArY FunD

sChOOL FunD

reTreAT FunD

hOLY bOOKs FunD

JiLL vOLK TeACher 
DeveLOpmenT FunD

buiLDinG FunD

CeLebrATe The seCOnD 
ChurCh’s 100Th AnniversArY
Saturday, November 5, 6:00 pm 
60 Highland Street

Celebrate all the good works that flow from 
the people who use the Second Church. 
The party includes a catered dinner 
and a program in Fellowship Hall, with 
presentations from each of the groups who 
gather at 60 Highland Street. There will 
be an “Open House” with a guided tour to 
visit the parts of the building you normally 
might not see, so that you get a feel for how 
the spaces are used.  

Please let Second Church secretary Barbara 
Cancellieri know by October 22 if you plan 
to attend, so that we are sure to have a place 
and a meal prepared for you. Email her at 
office@2ndChurch.org.

dorsheitzedek.org
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nexT TiKKun OLAm COmmiTTee meeTinG
Wednesday, November 9, 7:30 pm

Please join us as we plan social justice activism, 
learning, and hands-on contributions to change. 

Organized by Jews for Racial & Economic Justice (JFREJ) and 
Jewish Multiracial Network (JMN), in partnership with Bend the 
Arc: A Jewish Partnership for Justice, the Jews of Color National 
Convening gathered a range of Jews of color of various ages, different 
class and ethnic backgrounds, diverse sexual and gender identities, 
and geographic regions of the United States. We were US-born 
Jews of color and immigrant Jews of Color. We represented the 
full spectrum of Jewish observance, from Orthodox to secular, and 
had different relationships to Jewish community, including those 
of us who were born Jewish, those adopted by Jews, and those who 
converted to Judaism. My family and I attended the first day of the 
Convening, “Family Day”, which welcomed Jews of Color and their 
white family members (parents, partners and other allies.) On every 
day, there was childcare for our children, many of whom had never 
or rarely been in Jewish spaces where they were the overwhelming 
majority – even while being a part of the world’s global majority! 

Through a series of enlightening and provocative workshops, we 
shared our experiences along with our knowledge. We discussed 
the intersectionality of our lives, which encouraged us to bridge the 

distance between our past, our present and our future together. In 
one case, we did this through the lens of the four “I”s of Oppression: 
Ideological, Institutional, Interpersonal and Internalized. In a 
workshop I attended, entitled “Power, Oppression and Privilege 
101: The Building Blocks of Injustice,” we studied the GI Bill and 
the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights. Through the lens of these 
two historic acts, we learned about the barriers (for some) and 
opportunities (for others) created by these bills and their relation 
to systemic racism, class oppression and the identification of Jews 
as white people in the U.S.

Connecting to each other as Jews of Color, across all of our 
differences, inspires and emboldens us to act within our Jewish 
communities and beyond to enhance our visibility, promote 
community, and empower ourselves. Attending the JOC National 
Convening created an opening in my thinking, a space where 
I know and can remember that there is room for all of us, even 
though it may not be apparent.

(For more information about the Jews of Color Convening, go to 
www.jocconvening.org).

impOrTAnT TiKKun OLAm iniTiATive
CDT is working with GBIO on the Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) for Boston, a ballot initiative on 
November 8th to raise millions of dollars for Affordable 
Housing in the city.  We hope to involve as many CDT 
members as possible in this effort!  If you’d like to learn 
more, or to become involved in this campaign, please 
contact Esther Kohn or Lauren Gibbs. Tell Boston 
voters to vote YES for CPA in Boston, and let Esther or 

Lauren know who they are. The CPA is the last 
question on the ballot in Boston. 

Tikkun Olam
DOnATe TO The prisOn bOOK prOGrAm
The Prison Book Program in Quincy, MA, mails books 
to prisoners throughout the country in response to their 
written requests for specific books of interest to them.  

CDT’s Criminal Justice Task Force (CJTF) is undertaking 
a project in which CDT congregants purchase books to 
meet some of the more unusual prisoner requests. 

Participation involves agreeing to either order a requested 
book or to pay for one ordered by the CJTF.  The estimated 
cost is $20-40, but a household could cap the purchase 
price at under $20. If interested, please contact Barbara 
Shatkin at bfshatkin@aol.com by October 6.

CDT Contingent at GbiO Yes CpA for 
boston sept. Action: Lauren Gibbs, 
bob Warren, Lisa hirsh, matt Fried

A RAinbow of DiffEREnCE AnD SoLiDARity:  
ThOuGhTs On The JeWs OF COLOr nATiOnAL COnveninG AT COnGreGATiOn beiT simChAT TOrAh, nYC

by marjorie salvodon

dorsheitzedek.org
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CDT Calendar       October 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
shabbat morning service 
9:45am-12pm

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
erev rosh hashanah
service
Gann Academy
333 Forest St. Waltham
7:45pm

rosh hashanah 
service
Gann Academy
333 Forest St.
Waltham
9:30am-1pm

Tashlikh
Newton City Hall Pond  
OR Jamaica Pond
4:30pm

rosh hashanah 
service
Gann Academy
333 Forest St.
Waltham
10am-12:30pm

mindful mornings 
8:30–9:15am 
Library

shabbat shuvah 
Contemplative service 
9:45am-12pm

CDT Film Club: Dough
Potluck at 6pm, Movie/ 
Discussion at 7pm
Home of Ellie Goldberg

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
CDT hikes north pack 
monadnock
11:30am

CDT sings! 
rehearsal
60 Highland Street, 
Living Room
7:30pm

Kol nidre/erev 
Yom Kippur 
service
Gann Academy
333 Forest St. 
Waltham
6:30-8:30pm

Yom Kippur 
services
Gann Academy
333 Forest St. 
Waltham
9:30am-7:15pm

mindful mornings 
8:30–9:15am 
Library

shabbat morning service 
9:45am-12pm

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
sukkot Festival on 
the Farm!
39 Powisset St., Dover
9:30am-12:30pm

sukkah set-up
FUSN yard
2pm

sukkot morning 
service 
60 Highland Street, 
Sanctuary 
9:30am-11:30am

religious 
school (Gr. 3-6)
FUSN
3:45-5:45pm

mindful mornings 
8:30–9:15am 
Library

Community 
shabbat/sukkot 
Dinners 
Members’ Homes/
Sukkahs

shabbat morning Torah study 
with rabbi Toba spitzer
8:45-9:40am

shabbat morning service 
9:45am-12pm

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
religious school 
nitzanim/Gan - Gr. 6
JCDS
9:30am-12pm

sukkah Take Down
FUSN yard
12pm

simchat Torah 
Celebration 
60 Highland Street, Sanctuary  
7-9pm

religious 
school (Gr. 3-6)
FUSN
3:45-5:45pm

mindful mornings 
8:30–9:15am 
Library

shabbat morning service 
9:45am-12pm

30 31 November  1 2 3 4 5
religious school
JCDS
9:30am-12pm

understanding race 
book Discussion
JCDS
10:20-11:45

7th & 8th Grade 
meeting
FUSN
5:30-7:30pm

CDT board meeting 
60 Highland St, Living Room  
7-9pm

religious 
school (Gr. 3-6)
FUSN 
3:45-5:45pm 

Tikkun Olam: 
prison book 
program
1306 Hancock St, 
Quincy  
6:30-9pm

“The Jews are 
Alright” with 
rabbi shahar 
Colt
60 Highland Street, 
Sanctuary   
7:30-9:30pm

mindful mornings 
8:30–9:15am 
Library

mira Awad Concert
Regent Theater, Arlington
7:30pm

All-Ages erev 
shabbat service/
potluck  
6pm

shabbat morning service & 
bar mitzvah of Lev sugarman-
brozan  
9:45am-12pm

unLess nOTeD OTherWise, ALL shAbbAT prOGrAms Are 
heLD AT The DOrshei TZeDeK prAYer spACe: 60 hiGhLAnD 
sTreeT in The seCOnD ChurCh OF neWTOn, WesT neWTOn.
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KiDDush AssiGnmenTs

OCT 1 Shabbat Morning Service: Steffi Aronson Karp 
& Eric Karp / Susan Bernstein / Janet Boguslaw

OCT 8 Shabbat Morning Service: Chanda Hsu 
Prescod-Weinstein & Kevin Hsu-Weinstein—in memory 
of Norman Weinstein / Judy Hersh / Hope Kellman

OCT 15 Shabbat Morning Service: Diana Perretta / 
Diane Becker / Phyllis Glazerman / Mark Yurkofsky

OCT 22 Shabbat Morning Service: Robin Bernstein / 
DB Reiff—in memory of Miriam Alk and Max Reiff  & 
Lisa Hirsh—in memory of Joseph Hirsh

OCT 29 Shabbat Morning Service: Jane Schwartz & 
Tracey Rogers / Ora Grodsky & Jonathan Rosenthal

nOv 4 All-ages Erev Shabbat Service & Potluck: 
Joshua Herzig-Marx / Susie Tanchel / Jonathan Gordon 
/ Valerie Graf

nOv 5 Shabbat Morning Service & Bar Mitzvah of Lev 
Sugarman-Brozan: Sanctuary Cleanup: Erica Streit-
Kaplan / Susan Silberberg; Ushers: Lori & Pushkal Garg

Kiddush Note: The complete kiddush and holiday as-
signment schedule is available in the members’ calendar 
on our website. When notified of your dates, please be 
sure to put them into your personal calendars. The whole 
congregation counts on your participation in kiddush and 
each assigned person is needed and expected to show up. 
Thank you!

Parents of students in 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grades, who 
generally help out with B’nei Mitzvah kiddush, ushering 
and sanctuary clean-up, can primarily find their names 
listed on B’nei Mitzvah dates.

No Fragrances, Please. So that Dorshei Tzedek events 
are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask 
that people refrain from wearing fragrances (perfumes, 
scented oils, colognes, etc.) to all CDT events. While 
pleasant to some, fragrances can cause illness to those 
who are chemically sensitive. Thank you for your under-
standing and flexibility.

shabbat

reconstructionist news
AppLY nOW FOr birThriGhT isrAeL:  
isrAeL experTs reCOnsTruCTiOnisT ADvenTure
Planned dates: December 18-29

The Reconstructionist Movement is excited to be partnering with Israel 
Experts to offer a uniquely Reconstructionist journey to Israel as part 
of the Birthright Israel program (meaning the major costs of the trip are 
covered for qualifying participants). 21 – 26 year olds who are members of 
Reconstructionist communities are encouraged to apply.

This is the kind of Birthright Israel trip where questions are deeply 
welcomed, where complexity and nuance is embraced, and where diversity 
is a valued part of community.

To get more information and sign up, visit http://campjrf.org/birthright/. 

CheCK OuT The neW reCOnsTruCTiOnisT LeArninG 
neTWOrKs
More than 20 Reconstructionist Learning Networks are being 
launched this year to facilitate relationships, learning and action. 
Sponsored by the Jewish Reconstructionist Communities in 
association with the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, visit 
http://jewishrecon.org/networks to check out the complete list of 
offerings, find more information about how Learning Networks work, 
and learn how to register.

ALL-AGes erev shAbbAT serviCe & Open hOuse
Friday, November 4, December 9 
6:00 pm, candle lighting and potluck dinner; 6:45 pm, service

Please note: there is no all-ages service in October, due to the many 
holidays.

Join us for this fun, musical, all-ages celebration of Shabbat! We begin with 
candle-lighting and the Shabbat blessings at 6pm, followed by a vegetarian 
potluck dinner (please bring a main dish or salad, enough for 15-20 people; 
drinks and dessert provided). Services begin at 6:45pm, and we’ll end with 
an Oneg Shabbat at 7:30pm.
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Address correction requested

Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland St.
West Newton, MA 02465

A Month of hoLyDAyS!
rosh hashanah & Yom Kippur 
Begins Sunday evening, October 2nd, 7:45pm, Gann Academy, Waltham

Join us for the High Holydays. For a full schedule of services and children’s 
programming, visit http://dorsheitzedek.org/high-holydays.  

Sukkot Harvest Festival on Powisset Farm, Dover, MA 
Sunday, October 16 

Fun for the whole family

Sukkot Morning Service
Monday, October 17

Shake your lulav!

Simchat Torah Celebration 
Sunday, October 23

Mark the end of the year cycle of reading Torah and begin anew.


