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Congregation

As I wrITe my 
lAsT newsletter article as 
synagogue president, it is hard 
to believe that my two-year 
term is coming to an end so 
quickly. Time has flown I’m 
sure in large part due to 
working with such a nice and 
thoughtful group of people 
who have served on the Board 
and the Executive Committee 
these past two years. 
For starters, I want you all to 
know how especially fortu-
nate a community we are to 
have Peter Katz as our next 
President. Peter, an attorney 
at Harvard University, has 
already given us a tremendous 
amount of thoughtful over-
sight and guidance on a range 
of synagogue matters. He has 

also contributed greatly by 
taking on many organizational 
tasks that are now making 
CDT function ‘in a smarter 
way,’ and has helped lead the 
team of people working on this 
month’s synagogue retreat. We 
are in for great presidential 
leadership when Peter steps up 
later this summer.
Many people have made truly 
substantial contributions 
during my term. Esther Kohn 
is one person whom I want 
to call out. Esther is step-
ping down after taking on a 
pioneering role as our first 
Leadership Committee chair 
subsequent to her participa-
tion on CDT’s Leadership 
Development Initiative team. 
Esther has accomplished many 
critical tasks including: plan-
ning and leading our first two 
CDT Board retreats, focusing 

by Paul Hattis, President

continued on next page

Anatomy of a good leader.
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on leadership development; chairing the Nominations Commit-
tee the past two years; and—working with a team of past Board 
leaders—reworking job descriptions for all of our Board and 
committee chair positions to improve clarity and organizational 
strength.
Perhaps an appropriate goal for this article is to entice you to 
seriously consider taking on a synagogue leadership role some 
day. So here goes: 
1. GOOD LEADERSHIP NEED NOT ALWAYS BE VISIONARY. 
I became synagogue president without having a real vision, 
beyond the need for us to continue to operationalize our very 
thoughtful 2007 strategic plan. After first struggling with the 
feeling that I was not offering much new to our Board, I came to 
see that it is OK to focus on building on others’ efforts and ideas, 
rather than needing to create new initiatives. This is especially 
true because our strategic plan really nailed these key themes—
the issue of membership growth as it relates to the overall finan-
cial stability, and vitality of our community. I am happy to note 
that our collective focus here is starting to pay off. We grew by 
about 10% this year, nearing the strategic planning goal of 200 
households, likely a result of numerous strengths: our Rabbi; our 
school leadership and teachers; our congregants’ diverse array of 
interests and activities; and new this year, key Board, congregant 
and administrative staff efforts to communicate more effectively 
and welcomingly about who we are, what is important to us as a 
Jewish community, and why being part of CDT can add a lot to 
peoples’ lives. 
2. BEING A SYNAGOGUE LEADER CAN BRING IMPOR-
TANT SECONDARY GAIN. 
It is helpful to find a purpose for giving of your time to the syna-
gogue community that transcends the specific tasks. For me, I 
very much have wanted my younger son Zev during the time that 
he was becoming Bar Mitzvah, to see and experience ‘close up,’ 
how adults can dedicate a portion of their lives and be engaged 
with their Jewish community to strengthen it and make it more 
vital. I hope someday he will choose to incorporate this ethic 
into his life. So, especially for people with younger children, it is 
certainly worth thinking about what you can do as role models.
3. ADVANCING YOUR OWN JOURNEY. 
There are unpredictable things in your own Jewish journey that 
can be nourished by taking on a synagogue leadership role. For 
me, I have attended Shabbat services more regularly during 
these past two years. While I have always known that I enjoy 
the singing during the Shabbat service, I have come to enjoy the 
weekly Torah portion discussion as an unanticipated intellectual 
experience. While I don’t know where this new insight will take 
me, I share it with you to encourage your imagining the positive 
consequences that await bringing your leadership gifts to CDT.
Finally, as I remain on the Board and Executive Committee as 
Immediate Past President, I look forward to many future oppor-
tunities to pursue some the passions and interests that initially 
drove me to become a synagogue leader. As many of you know, 
I have been involved in GBIO activities ever since our commu-
nity first connected to this broad-based, interfaith, social justice 
organization. I very much look forward to continuing my efforts 
in GBIO on our community’s behalf, and to help facilitate deeper 
engagement for our community members on the important is-
sues that GBIO is working on now, and into the future.

CDT Board

CDT Newsletter

Executive Committee  
President: Paul Hattis 
first vice President:  
Peter Katz 
vP Membership: lisa Dee 
Port White 
vP finance: Michael cohen 
Secretary: Josh lieberman 
Rabbi toba Spitzer 
Board Chairs  
communications: Allison 
Hausman and Susan Silber-
berg Robinson 
finance Secretary: Sivan 
Nasoff 
leadership Development:  
esther Kohn 
Ritual: laurie Goldman 
tikkun olam: Alex Sugerman-
Brozan 

Membership: tBA 
Member-at-large: Jonathan 
Rosenthal 
Off-Board Chairs  
chesed: ellen Hemley and 
Susan Manheim 
Nediv lev: Jeff Sacks 
Newsletter: tim Rosa 
Rabbinic liaison: ora Glad-
stone 
School liaison: lisa Goodwin-
Robbins 
Website: Stan fleischman 
Staff 
education Director:  
Annette lawson 
Administrative Director:  
Marla lichtman 
Administrative Assistant:  
Jon Sarner

Dorshei Tzedek is a Recon-
structionist congregation 
dedicated to creating a caring 
and inclusive community, and 
to enhancing Jewish practice 
and learning in the lives of 
our members. Dorshei Tzedek 
means ‘seekers of justice,’ 
and as our name implies, we 
are seekers: of meaningful 
spirituality, of serious Jewish 
learning, and of social justice.

consistent with Recon-
structionist philosophy, we 
are committed to seriously 
engaging with Jewish tradi-
tion, challenging that tradition, 
where need be, and building 
on the tradition in creative 
ways. We do this in order to 
enhance our own lives as 
contemporary Jews and to 
perpetuate our bond—and 

our children’s bond—to our 
heritage. We view education 
for ourselves and our children 
as fundamental to Jewish life.

We are a participatory 
congregation, encouraging all 
of our members to take an ac-
tive role in some aspect of our 
congregational life. our rabbi 
is our partner in this endeavor, 
and is both teacher and par-
ticipant in our community. We 
value diversity in our congre-
gation, and welcome all those 
who share our commitments.

finally, we affirm the con-
cept of mitzvah as obligation, 
acting on our Jewish values 
through deeds of tzedek 
(social justice) and gemilut 
chasadim (loving kindness), 
both within our congregation 
and in the larger community.

CDT Mission Statement

the cDt Newsletter is pub-
lished monthly with a July-
August summer issue. email 
articles, events, and high-
resolution photos to dtnews@
dorsheitzedek.org by the 15th 
of the month for the following 
month’s issue.

Volunteer Staff  
tim Rosa (chair), 
Josette Akresh-Gonzales, 
John Holohan, Barbara Pittel, 
Rachel Ross, Jo Ann Share, 
and emily Shumsky; Karen 
engels (emerita), Stephanie 
Hackett (emerita), and Dan 
Halbert (emeritus)

continued from page 1
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shabbat Unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held at the Dorshei 
Tzedek prayer space: 60 Highland Street in The Second Church 
of Newton, West Newton. Shabbat morning services are held 
weekly, starting at 9:45 am. Free childcare is available during 
Shabbat morning services in room 112.

TOT ShaBBaT anD JUniOr 
COngrEgaTiOn

Tot Shabbat and Junior Congrega-
tion will not be meeting in June or 
during the summer. Both services 
will resume in the fall.

all-agES ErEV ShaBBaT SErViCES

June 3, 6:00pm Candle Lighting, 
6:45pm Service

Join us for this fun, musical erev 
Shabbat service, appropriate for all 
ages. Once a month, we gather for 
a potluck vegetarian dinner, begin-
ning with candle lighting & Kiddush 
at 6:00pm, followed by the service at 
6:45 pm. Please bring a dairy/veggie/
fish main dish to share, enough for 
15-20 people (drinks and dessert are 
provided).

ShaBBaT MOrning TOrah STUDy

with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

June 4, 8:45am

60 Highland Street, in the Library, Free of 
charge

Join Rabbi Toba for exploration 
of the weekly Torah portion, with 
commentaries ancient to modern. 
Whether you’re a Torah study ma-
ven or wouldn’t know Genesis from 
Deuteronomy, bring your questions, 
early morning thoughts, and your 
own caffeine!

aUfrUf fOr ESThEr KOhn & Mary 
hiCKiE

June 4, 9:45am

60 Highland Street

Please join us on Shabbat morning, 
June 4, where we will celebrate the 
upcoming marriage of Esther Kohn 
and Mary Hickie by honoring them 
during the Torah service. We’ll also 
honor a few more of our high school 
seniors!

CDT On rETrEaT - JUnE 11

Shabbat morning, June 11, Dorshei 
Tzedek will be on retreat, so there 
will be NO services at 60 Highland 
Street.

 
BaT MiTzVah Of 
zOE rOSEnThal grODSKy

June 18, 9:45am

60 Highland Street

Please join us on June 18th as our 
daughter Zoe is called to the To-
rah as a Bat Mitzvah. Zoe is a 7th 
grader at Cambridge Friends School. 
She loves to sing, write fiction and 
poetry, play violin, hang out with 
animals of any kind, and spend time 
with her family and friends. For her 
Tikkun Olam project Zoe has been 
volunteering at the SPIN (Stray Pets 
in Need) shelter helping to socialize 
stray cats. She is a passionate ad-
vocate for justice and has also been 
helping her dad market fair trade ol-
ive oil from Sindyanna of Galilee. We 
invite the Dorshei Tzedek community 
to celebrate with us at a kiddush 
lunch following services.

—Ora Grodsky and Jonathan 
Rosenthal
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Unless noted otherwise, all events are held  
at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space:  
60 Highland Street in The Second Church  
of Newton, West Newton. CdT events
Unless noted otherwise, all events are held  
at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space:  
60 Highland Street in The Second Church  
of Newton, West Newton. CdT events

ShaVUOT iS hErE!

Tuesday, June 7, 8:00pm to 12 (midnight)

60 Highland Street, CDT Sanctuary

The holiday of Shavuot celebrates the 
receiving of Torah at Sinai—both the 
moment as recounted in the Torah, 
and the ongoing process of receiv-
ing learning and wisdom. There are a 
number of customs associated with 
Shavuot (one is to eat dairy products, 
especially cheese blintzes!), includ-
ing a Tikkun Leil Shavuot, an all-night 
extravaganza of studying Jewish texts 
of all sorts.

This year we will be joining with our 
sister Reconstructionist congrega-
tions, Temple Hillel B’nai Torah and 
Shir Chadash, for an evening of reflec-
tion, noshing, and study. We’ll begin 
at 8:00pm with a brief maariv service, 
followed by dessert and schmoozing, 
and then study with a variety of teach-
ers—including Rabbi Or Rose, Associ-
ate Dean of the Rabbinical School at 
Hebrew College—starting at 9:00pm 
and continuing until midnight. 
Come for all or part of the evening!

aVElUT: MOnThly SUppOrT grOUp 
fOr CDT MOUrnErS

Sunday, June 12, 2011 during the CDT 
retreat. 

Please check the retreat schedule for 
details.

Avelut is a monthly gathering of CDT 
members in mourning, focusing on 
mutual support and a chance to share 
individual journeys in bereavement. 
Meeting dates will be posted in the 
newsletter and the member calendar 
of the CDT website. Please join us if 
you would like to remember a family 
member or friend. If you would like 
more information about the group, 
contact Ellie Goldberg (ellie.gold-
berg@gmail.com). If you would like 
to volunteer to host a meeting or for 
scheduling details, contact Jamie Tes-
sler (jtessler@igc.org or 617 469 1954).

If you are new to the group and would 
like to carpool with others coming 
from Newton, also contact Jamie Tes-
sler by email or at the number above.

rOSh ChODESh 

Thursday, June 9, 7:30-9pm 
Living Room

Celebrate the New Moon and the New 
Month! Rosh Chodesh Sivan will be 
celebrated with sharing, learning and 
spirituality. Women of all stages and 
ages are invited to join this meaningful 
monthly gathering. Bring a friend! Con-
tact Laurie Schloff (speaksmart@aol.
com) or Kristin Petersen (petersenka@
hotmail.com) with any questions. 
We look forward to welcoming a new 
month together.

 filM ClUB

None this month.

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts

Announcing the Synagogue Coun-
cil of Massachusetts’ Fourteenth 
Annual Shabbaton: Shabbat To-
gether—An Adult Weekend of Study 
& Prayer to be held Friday through 
Sunday, July 29-31, 2011 at the Holi-
day Inn, Tewksbury, MA. 

This rich and unique Shabbat experi-
ence, which brings together Jews 

from various streams of Judaism 
in an atmosphere of respect and 
understanding, will feature a diverse 
faculty of noted clergy for high-level 
Judaic study, inspirational services 
(with mechitza and egalitarian 
davening options), delicious Kosher, 
ruach-filled meals, entertainment 
(trivia master, Morgan White, Jr.), 
outstanding accommodations and 
air-conditioned facilities. This year 
our esteemed faculty includes Rab-

bis Leonard Gordon, Ben Greenberg 
and Cantor Louise Treitman. Plan 
now to join in this extraordinary op-
portunity for learning and growth! 
Contact the Synagogue Council of 
Massachusetts at 617-244-6506, ext. 
10 or visit our website at  
www.synagoguecouncil.org for fur-
ther information and registration. 

Greater Boston Jewish Community
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by Hilary Marcus

Editor’s note: This is Part I of Hilary’s interview with 
Benyamin. Stay tuned for Part II in the CDT Summer 
newsletter!

Diller Teen Fellows is a national leadership program for 
Jewish 10th and 11th graders. It is located in eight cities 
in the U.S., including Boston, and eight corresponding 
sites in Israel. The deadline for the 2011-2012 Diller pro-
gram has passed, but keep this in mind for next year! 

Benyamin Meschede-Krasa is a member of Dorshei 
Tzedek along with his parents, Dani Krasa and Tatjana 
Meschede, and his brother Yonatan. Finishing 10th 
grade at Newton South High School, Benyamin also 
plays soccer and drums. 

Q: How would you explain the Diller program to other 
teens who might consider doing it?

A: It’s a Jewish teen leadership program. What I enjoyed 
the most was meeting other Jewish kids who were 
really fun and serious about volunteering and doing 
tikkun olam. Diller has helped me understand my Jew-
ish identity. Before Diller, I had been involved in Jewish 
community through CDT but not as much for myself. 
This year we did a lot of Jewish text study that was 
fun and enlightening—studies on the true meaning of 
kashrut, about homosexuality, and interfaith issues. All 
the workshops are the kids teaching each other, not the 
staff teaching the kids. 

We have three weekend programs—we plan our own 
games, religious services, everything. We’re preparing 
to go to Washington to lobby Scott Brown and John 
Kerry. We’ll also go to the Holocaust museum, and meet 
with the Baltimore Diller teens. There isn’t enough time 
for everything we want to do.

Each participant has to design and do a community ser-
vice program in order to graduate. I just started planning 
my program. I’ll work with elderly, probably in Newton, 
who are willing to be interviewed in their homes and 
share a story of economic insecurity. I’ll make a video 
and edit it into a short clip, and then send it to legislators 
so that there won’t be more programs cut that people 
rely on. 

Q: How did you come up with this idea?

A: I went to a conference with my Mom, the annual 
conference of American Society on Aging. I snuck into a 
presentation about using videos for advocacy, and was 
impressed with work you can see on OneAway.org, so I 
got my idea from there.

Q:How did you hear about Diller, and what do you think 
made you a good candidate?

A: I heard about the program in an email from Dorshei 
Tzedek, I wanted to go to Israel again, and this program 
included a trip to Israel. We went to an orientation and I 
was sold right away. 

Among the applicants, they look for diversity in the Jew-
ish community, so they want to have teens from Recon-
structionist synagogues, reform, orthodox, etc. I think 
the fact that I come from a German and Jewish family, 
and both my grandparents are Holocaust survivors…that 
helped.

Q: What have you learned about leadership?

A: Diller’s philosophy is that we find the leader within 
ourselves. At the same time, the staff of Diller are role 
models—they treat us like equals; we can talk about 
anything with them. The lead staff is Tamar Cytryn, the 
head of teen programs at the JCC and head of Diller. She 
is amazingly dedicated. Next year, Tamar will try to start 
a Diller program in Chicago.

It’s hard to teach leadership, and Diller has the best way 
of doing it—forcing you to be a leader, throwing you 
into a role where you have to lead. Each time we have a 
program, someone is made the leader of the day. I was 
sort of dreading this. When the group went to Israel in 
the winter I was told at 10pm the night before climbing 
Masada that it was my turn. I was in charge of getting 
everybody up and on the bus on time by 5:00am, had to 
know the schedule, and make sure everything happened 
that was supposed to. Two things I learned were that I 
had to ask for help, and I realized it wasn’t as hard as I 
thought it would be. 

spotlight 
on Benyamin Meschede-Krasa, Diller teen fellow

Benyamin Meschede-Krasa
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CDT is one of many area synagogues supporting Family 
Table, the kosher food pantry in the Boston area. We need 
your help to fulfill our monthly commitment of 25 cans of 
tuna and 25 cans of vegetables (any vegetable). We also 
need to drive our food to Family Table once per month.

Here’s how to help:

1. Bring cans of tuna or vegetables to shul and/or to the 
Hebrew school (Special Note: If you do decide to bring 
tuna as your Family Table donation, please consider buy-
ing a “dolphin safe” brand).

2. Drive our collection to Family Table one Sunday. 
Please see the calendar to sign up to drive: http://doo-
dle.com/e5iuxerbq6cahfev 

We need your help to fulfill our commitment to Family 
Table! Many thanks to those members who support our 

efforts to participate in the Family Table. Our donations 
reach more than six hundred families in the Boston area.

If you have any questions or want to learn about how 
to become more involved, contact Pamela Schoenberg 
Reider (jomela@rcn.com).

Tikkun Olam
family table collection

by Annette Lawson

As I write this, another year of school is drawing to a close. 

We are now enrolling both returning and new students 
for our school program for next fall. We will have classes 
for students who are 3 years old through 11th grade. 

Next year we will also feature our new pilot program for 
Grades 1-3, Project LO”X (Learning Outside the boX). In 
addition to the regular curriculum for those grades, Proj-
ect LO”X expands opportunities for our 1st-3rd graders 
and their families to learn through doing and focuses on 
bringing their Jewish learning into their homes and out 
into the world.

If you have friends who are looking for a Jewish educa-
tional program for their children, suggest they check out 
our school. I am always happy to talk to parents and can 
be reached at 617-965-5443 or school@dorsheitzedek.org. 
Please let friends know that families with children 3rd 
grade and younger have the option of trying out our 
school for a year without becoming members. 

As this year ends, I want to note that the learning, friend-
ship, and fun that our students experience here is made 
possible by our wonderful school staff, whom I would 
like to acknowledge. 

The members of our teaching staff bless this commu-
nity with their knowledge, passion for all things Jewish, 
creativity, energy and caring. Kol hakavod (good work) 
to morim (teachers) Alison Lobron, Adina Mailick, Ayal 
Weiner-Kaplow, Vered Schreiber, Avraham Wachs 
Cashman, Hillary Pinsker, Cindy Shulak-Rome, Ben Ro-
tenberg and Becca Richman.

Our teachers are ably assisted by our madrichim, our 
teenage classroom aides. Our madrichim help in a vari-
ety of ways: they help students practice Hebrew, assist 
with art projects, take care of snacks, escort younger 
students through the building or over to 2nd Church. 
Most importantly, they model for our younger students 
what it means to be an involved, committed Jewish 
teen. Todah rabah (many thanks) to Isabel Snyder, Mira 
Netsky, Rebecca Ansolabehere, Savannah Greenly, Ma-
rina Steinberg, Isaac Silberberg, Caroline Rosa, Maya 
Paris-Saper, Jonah Reider, Yonatan Meschede-Krasa, 
and Benyamin Meschede-Krasa. 

Working efficiently behind the scenes to ensure that the 
supplies are ordered, attendance is recorded, the phone 
answered, snack reminders emailed, and a myriad of 
other essential activities is the school’s office assistant, 
Jon Sarner. Thank you, Jon!

It was a great year and I wish everyone a fun-filled summer! 

religious school news
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Announcements
have a signup page on the website. Go to Members, 
Sign ups, Greeting & Closing at Shabbat Services. Or 
follow this link:  
https://spreadsheets.google.com/ccc?key=0AokZE3tA
AuW7dFpUamVyYXJJSFhYRDdNSUt2amc0M3c&hl=en
&authkey=CLbd4vwG#gid=0

Our nediv lev Campaign

by Jeff Sacks

It’s not too late to make a contribution to the CDT Nediv 
Lev Campaign! Fundraising through this effort is critical 
to the operations of our community, representing over 
17% of our annual budget.

The Nediv Lev campaign is an expression of the val-
ues adopted by our community through our Torah of 
Money study that created our three-part revenue-raising 
program:

1. a “half shekel” per capita assessment of each 
member;

2. a sliding scale membership portion based on each 
household’s ability to pay; and

3. a Nediv Lev donation made “from the heart” as the 
ancient Israelites each contributed to the building of the 
mishkan in the Sinai after leaving Egypt.

The Shavuot season is a good time to reflect on what 
it means to be a covenantal community, committed to 
core Jewish and Reconstructionist values. The building 
of our communal mishkan requires that we take stock 
of what CDT means to each of us and that we make a 
Nediv Lev donation to honor our commitment to this 
community.

Please consider what you can give, and send your dona-
tion in soon. You may send your check to the CDT office 
at 60 Highland St, West Newton, 02465. 

Support CDT through amazon

Buy your books, electronics, and whatever else, and 
support CDT at the same time! We are now an “Amazon 
Associate”. When you click on the Amazon link on the 
CDT homepage (www.dorsheitzedek.org), a portion of 
any purchase you make will be contributed to Dorshei 
Tzedek.

Welcome new CDT newsletter Volunteers!

We’re very happy to welcome John Holohan and Rachel 
Ross to the CDT Newsletter Volunteer Staff:

•	 John is joining Jo Ann Share and Emily Shumsky 
on the editorial staff. John, his partner Sharon Gorberg, 
and their daughters Rebecca and Elizabeth came to CDT 
in 1993. He is a manager in the documentation group at 
The MathWorks, as well as a multi-talented guitarist and 
member of the Newton Singers.

•	 Rachel is joining Josette Akresh-Gonzales and Bar-
bara Pittel on the creative staff. Rachel became a mem-
ber of CDT in 2010. She works as the Manager of Cor-
porate and Foundation Relations at Partners in Health. 
Rachel and her partner Eric Pedersen are expecting their 
first child in June.

regular and B’nei Mitzvah Kiddush Sign-Ups 2011-12 now 
Open Online!

It is time to sign up for next year’s regular and B’nei 
Mitzvah kiddush assignments. Emails were sent out to 
everyone with sign-up details, the website links, user-
name and password. If you have any questions, please 
contact Marla at  
admindirector@dorsheitzedek.org or 617-965-0330.

The ritual Committee Wants you!

The Ritual Committee is always open to new members. 
If you are interested in the planning and coordination of 
services or other matters related to the spiritual life of 
our community, please contact Ritual Committee Chair 
Laurie Goldman at laurie.goldman@tufts.edu. We also 
offer training in lay service leading and leyning skills.

Shabbat Service greeters Wanted

Don’t you like to be greeted with a welcoming smile 
when you arrive at services? We are looking for mem-
bers who can volunteer to be a greeter (kind of like an 
usher) at Shabbat morning services. This means signing 
up ahead of time, arriving on time at 9:45 am at CDT, 
hanging out near the door to greet people as they arrive, 
handing them books, helping them find a seat, answer-
ing any questions, especially if they are visitors or new 
to CDT. This is mostly just for the first hour or so. We 
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Chesed
Mazel Tov

Mazel Tov to Nathan Aronow and his 
band the Nextet on the release of 
their newest CD, “Xpression.” 

Mazel Tov to all our high school and 
university graduates.

High School 

Rebecca Ansolabhere is graduating 
from Newton North, and heading 
West to attend Whitman College in 
Walla Walla, Washington, which is 
really fun to say.

Aviva Galpert is graduating from 
Newton North High School and will 
be going to Commonwealth Honors 
College at U Mass Amherst

Johanna Bloomberg Gittleman is 
graduating from Newton North High 
School and heading across town to 
Tufts University.

David Gore is graduating from New-
ton North High School and will be 
attending Yale University next fall. 
David plans on majoring in English 
and continuing to pursue his extra-
curricular interests in theater and 
vocal performance.

Jaclyn May Horowitz, daughter of 
Laurie Schloff and Ed Horowitz, is 
graduating from Newton South High 
School and is excited about attending 
Barnard College in New York City. 

Julianna Katz is graduating from 
Needham High School and will be 
heading to Muhlenberg College in 
Pennsylvania in the fall.

Jeremy Marshall is graduating from 
Newton South High School and 
heading to Clark University in the 
fall.

Yonatan Meschede-Krasa is graduat-
ing from Newton South High School 
and will be attending Brandeis Uni-
versity next year.

Caroline Rosa is graduating from 
Newton South High School and 
will be attending the University of 
Rochester.

Hannah Schiff is graduating from 
Needham High School and will be 
attending American University in the 
fall. 

Caleb Weinreb is graduating from 
Commonwealth High School and 
heading to Brown University in the 
Fall.

University

Zachariah Demuth graduated from 
Boston University School of Hospital-
ity Administration. He will be joining 
Marriott Hotels working in revenue 
management.

Jacob Farber graduated with honors 
from the University of Rochester with 
a BS in mechanical engineering. The 
Rochester weather has prepared him 
well for his new job in Buffalo as an 
engineer at Keller Technologies.

Dan Rosa graduated from American 
University and will be living in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Todah rabah

Todah rabah to all of those who 
helped with Kiddush or B’nei Mitzvah 
in April and May: 

Rachel and Richard Cohen, Marla 
Cummins, Meryl Epstein, Jacqueline 
Fleischman, Stephanie Hackett–in 
memory of Benjamin Lipka, Jen 
Kaplan, Idit Klein, Arthur Lent, Lissy 
Medvedow, Hankus Netsky, Trish 
Nuzzola, Marcia Okun & Aryeh Lie-
berman, Elizabeth & David Roll, Bar-
bara Shatkin & Andy Littman, Susan 
Silberberg-Robinson, Laya Steinberg 
& Bruce Miller, Chagit Steiner & Tom 
Brown. 

refuah Sh’leyma

We send blessings of healing to 
CDT members Susannah Zisk, Carol 
Hemley, Debbie Sher, Tess Siegel and 
Marla Lichtman.

Condolences

To Janelle Winston, on the death of 
her mother, Mollyne Karnofsky. May 
her memory be for a blessing.

To Ricky Greenly, on the death of her 
father, Kurt Hopfer. May his memory 
be for a blessing.

Please notify the Newsletter of life cycle 
events, significant accomplishments, or other 
moments you would like to share with 
the community. (See page 2 for details.)
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nediv lev
We gratefully acknowledge 
the following contributions.

There are many ways to financially 
support Congregation Dorshei 
Tzedek: through contributions to the 
General Fund, or to targeted funds 
such as the School or the Holy Book 
Funds. Donations can also be made 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. 
This fund is not part of the congre-
gation’s operating expenses and is 
administered solely by the rabbi. 
Monies in this fund are used for 
tzedakah in the greater community, 
for special needs of the congregation 
(e.g., to buy books or help pay for an 
adult education program), and, most 
importantly, to help out congregants 
in need. These additional contribu-
tions should also be made out to 
Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, but 
marked as intended for the Rabbi’s 
Discretionary Fund.

general fund

Michele Arons, Michael Brann and 
Tama Arons-Brann—In memory of 
Michele’s grandmother, Eva Arons, and in 
honor of Rabbi Elaine Pollack’s service to 
our synagogue

Susan Bernstein 

Thea Breite and Susan Moser—In 
memory of Karnit Breite

Elaine Bresnick—In memory of Sig 
Adler, David Adler and Martin Bresnick

Amy Brodesky and Rex Flynn—In honor 
of the Kitah Zayin families

Allyson Cherkasky—In memory of Paul 
and Evan Cherkasky

Janice Cole

Polly Crozier and Jessica Keimowitz

Marla Cummins

Vilunya and Leah Diskin—In memory of 
Martin Diskin

Karen and Reinhard Engels—In honor 
of Sandra Rosenberg

Louise Enoch and Alan Epstein 

Irena Fayngold and Paul Schimek

Jacqui and Stan Fleischman

Laurie and Jeff Friedman—In honor of 
Gabrielle Friedman’s college graduation

Lily Fisher Gomberg and Family—In 
honor of Rabbi Toba, thanking her for her 
help preparing Lily for her Bat Mitzvah

Laurie Gould and Stephen Ansolabe-
here—In gratitude for our congrega-
tion that supports its members creative 
endeavors

Jennifer and David Greenberg

Rebecca Gutman

Stephanie and Nem Hackett

Sarah Hartman and Ben Newman

Muriel Heiberger—In memory of Lea 
Heiberger

Betsy Hinden and Karen Wasserman

Barry Ingber

Debbie Isenberg and Jane Fox

Jen Kaplan and Susie Tanchel— In 
honor of Susie Tanchel becoming Head of 
Jewish Community Day School

Steffi and Eric Karp—In gratitude for 
Rabbi Toba’s Thursday morning class

Sherry Katz and Mark Farber

Linda and Peter Katz—In memory of 
Saul Weiss

Tatjana and Daniel Krasa

Idit Klein—In honor of the Tikkun Olam 
committee

Jennifer Levine-Fried and Matthew 
Fried

Corinne Lofchie and Noam Shore

Cindy Marshall and Kathy Pillsbury

Amy Mazur—In memory of my father, 
Marvin Mazur

Eileen Morrison and Michael Jablon

Kim Ockene and Andrew Milsten

Ellen Pashall

Kristen Petersen—In memory of Phyllis 
Farmelant

Lilly Platt—In honor of Rabbi Toba 
Spitzer

Lisa Dee Port White

Nina and Jeremy Price

Rachel and Chad Pytel

Liz Reisberg

Elizabeth Samelson and Paul Hattis

Mei See Sandson

Linda Schiller and Steve Robins—
In honor of the support from the CDT 
community

Barbara Shatkin and Andrew Littman

Emily Sper—In memory of Roy Sper

Theresa St. John-Siegel and Steve 
Siegel—In honor of Jeff Sacks for his lead-
ership of our annual Nediv Lev campaign

Chagit Steiner and Tom Brown

Bonnie Tenneriello and Andrew 
Sofer—In memory of Elaine Sofer

Rachel and Vitaly Zakuta

Camp Jrf fund

Kitah Zayin Families—In honor of 
Cindy Shulak-Rome

rabbi’s Discretionary fund

School fund

holy Books fund

Jill Volk Teacher Development fund

Marna Sapsowitz—In loving memory of 
Jill Volk on her 4th yahrzeit

In memory of CDT member Jill Volk, we 
have created the Jill Volk Teacher Develop-
ment Fund, which will provide scholar-
ships for teachers in the Dorshei Tzedek 
religious school to receive professional 
development and training. Jill was one 
of the founders of our school and one of 
its first teachers. This fund will allow her 
love of Judaism and Jewish learning to 
continue to enrich our community.

Building fund
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday friday Saturday

1 2 3 5

Service of the 
heart with Rabbi 
toba  8a-9a,  
 library

all-ages Erev 
Shabbat  
candle lighting and 
dinner                   6p,  
       fellowship Hall  
Service         6:45p   
                Sanctuary

Torah Study with rabbi Toba 
Spitzer  8:45a–9:45a

Shabbat Morning  
Service   9:45a–12p

Kiddush 12p–1p

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Men’s Softball 
       10am  Newton:           
               forte Park-  
    233 california St.      
      12pm  the Rashi 
School: 8000 Great 
Meadow Rd., Dedham

Members 
Meeting & Dinner 
                 5:30p - 8p, 
       60 Highland St.,    

Erev Shavuot   
        8:00p - 12am 
   60 Highland St., 
             Sanctuary

rosh Chodesh 
Celebration  
 7:30p-9p, 
    60 Highland St.,    
  living Room

Congregational 
retreat
        June 10 - 12 
           camp Yavneh

Shabbat Morning  
Service    
                                       at camp Yavneh

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

 Men’s Softball 
       10am  Newton:           
countryside School 
       191 Dedham St.      

CDT Board 
Meeting 
 7:30p,  
      60 Highland St.,    
                    library

Shabbat Morning  
Service & Bat Mitzvah of Zoe 
Grodsky  9:45a–12p

Kiddush 12p–1p

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Shabbat Morning 
Service and Kiddush 9:45a–1p

26 27 28 29 30

cDt calendar June 2011

Unless noted otherwise, 
all programs are held at the 
Dorshei Tzedek prayer space: 
60 Highland Street in the 
Second Church of Newton, 
West Newton.
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Kiddush Assignments 
Erev Shabbat 6/3: Nem Hackett - in memory of eleanor 
Hackett / emily Shumsky / Paul Schimek / Jodi Sugerman-
Brozan

Shabbat 6/4: eric Karp / Sharon Gorberg & John Holohan - in 
memory of George Gorberg

Shabbat 3/12: Mark Paley / Matilda & edward Bruckner / ellen 
Pashall 

Erev Shavuot 6/7: emily Sper / Helaine & John carroll / lisa 
Schneier

Shabbat 6/18: ushers: Allison & ezra Hausman  
Sanctuary cleanup: cindy Marshall & Kathy Pillsbury

Shabbat 6/25: Stacey & Bruce Gore / Andrew Schiff / Alan 
epstein

Kiddush Note: The complete kiddush and holiday 
assignment schedule is available in the members’ 
calendar on our website. When notified of your 
scheduled dates, please be sure to put them into your 
personal calendars. The whole congregation counts 
on your participation in kiddush and each assigned 
person is needed and expected to show up.

Parents of students in 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grades, who 
generally help out with B’nei Mitzvah kiddush, usher-
ing and sanctuary clean-up, can primarily find their 
names listed on B’nei Mitzvah dates.

No Fragrances, Please. So that Dorshei Tzedek events 
are accessible to all of our members and guests, we 
ask that people refrain from wearing fragrances (per-
fumes, scented oils, colognes, etc.) to all CDT events. 
While pleasant to some, fragrances can cause illness 
to those who are chemically sensitive. Thank you for 
your understanding and flexibility.



Congregation 
Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland Street 
West Newton, MA 02465

5:30pm pizza dinner, 
6:30pm meeting
Child care will be provided.

This is the last Members’ Meeting 
of 5771, and we encourage all of our 

member households to attend. At 
this meeting, we will be discussing 
and voting on a modification to the 
dues structure; voting on next year’s 
budget; and thanking our current 
and outgoing Board members and 
voting on a new Board slate. There 

will also be reports on a variety of 
CDT initiatives, including the cam-
paign for inclusion of families with 
special needs children, a Nediv Lev 
update, and more! Sindyanna olive 
oil and za’atar will also be on sale, 
so bring your checkbook!

CdT members meeting
sunday, June 5, 60 Highland street

CDT gathers for A Passover Learning Day to explore stories, food, crafts and music.


