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Pride and the Jews
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org

June is Pride Month in the GLBT community, and in this column
I want to reflect on what the GLBT Pride movement has to teach
all of us in the Jewish community, queer or straight.
First, a little history: The beginning of the modern American gay
rights movement is generally credited to the Stonewall Rebellion
of 1969, a spontaneous riot in response to a police raid on a
popular gay bar in New York City. As journalist and gay activist
Ramon Johnson writes, “One establishment where LGBT pa-
trons found refuge was the mob-run Stonewall Inn. To enter, bar
goers paid a $3 cover and signed a register (often with a ficti-
tious or humorous name). Bar management was often tipped off
when the local police district planned a raid on the bar and
would warn LGBT patrons by turning on the lights. However, on
the morning of June 28, 1969, instead of the usual command,
the NYPD First District raided the bar. But that particular time,
the drag queens and street youth fought back. There were re-
ports of stilettos, bottles, coins, bricks and debris thrown. The
altercation spilled into the streets and more queer street youth
joined in the uprising. As word spread, more LGBT people from
surrounding neighborhoods joined the riot. The rebellion, which
lasted six days, marked the beginning of the modern LGBT
rights movement.”
In the wake of the rebellion, new GLBT organizations began
forming to push forward the fight for gay rights. On the anniver-
sary of Stonewall in 1970, activists organized Christopher Street
Liberation Day, the first gay pride march in the U.S. Since the
1970s, gay pride marches have spread to most U.S. major cities
(as well as overseas), most taking place sometime in June.
As GLBT people have become more accepted and assimilated
into the larger culture, gay pride marches have become much
more establishment affairs in comparison to those early years,
with politicians and corporations joining in, seeking votes and
customers. But the gay pride marches that I’ve attended have
retained much of the spirit of the Stonewall days: a mixture of
political will and a wild celebration of the right to express one’s
sexuality and individuality.
At the core of Pride parades is the freedom to be fully “out” in
public, a communal defiance of the closet where too many
GLBT people still find themselves hiding. The closet is the cardi-
nal sin of heterosexism and homophobia— it is the mechanism
by which queer people are made to feel that we must hide who

we fully are in order to be accepted by the broader society.
Pride represents a public demolition of the closet. With nearly
naked men gyrating on disco-themed floats, with drag queens
parading down main thoroughfares, with Dykes on Bikes gun-
ning their motors, the message is clear: we’re here, we’re queer,
get used to it! “Pride” in this context doesn’t mean arrogance or
triumphalism; it means the full embrace of one’s humanity with
good humor and not a little flamboyance.
What does Pride have to teach us as Jews? I wonder how many
Jews— especially non-Orthodox Jews— feel some of the inter-
nalized shame and the need to repress an aspect of ourselves
that many in the GLBT community have too often felt. How
many of us are afraid of being “too Jewish,” whatever that might
mean? The irony here is that Jews in modern America face little
to none of the hatred and pressure that gays and lesbians and
transgender people continue to face. We are not discriminated
against in the housing and job markets and don’t encounter the
constant message that our way of life is perverse or “unnatural.”
Yet many Jews I meet seem to do a kind of self-policing, carry-
ing the remnants of an internalized anti-Semitism which causes
us to fear being too “out there” in our Judaism. Sometimes this
manifests as a dislike of Judaism or of more observant Jews;
sometimes it emerges in the concern that fully embracing our
Jewishness means diminishing our commitments and connec-
tions to the wider society.
But Pride is not about “chosenness,” it’s not a declaration that
being queer— or Jewish for that matter— makes one better than
others. It’s simply a celebration of who we are, individually and
as a community. So happy Pride, everyone (Boston Pride falls
on June 12 this year), and may we all rejoice in who we are, in
all aspects of our humanity. May we obliterate all closets that
confine us, and celebrate our uniqueness and our commonality,
all at the same time.
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Contacting Rabbi Toba: Rabbi Toba does not have regular
office hours but is available to talk about any spiritual, religious,
or personal issues that you might want to discuss. You can con-
tact her at rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or 617.965.0330 x2. If she
is unavailable, there will be a rabbi on-call in case of emer-
gency. The rabbi’s voice-mail will have information on how to
reach the on-call rabbi.

Tikkun Olam
A Simple Mitzvah: Family Table Donations

Whenever you come to shul or to the Hebrew school, con-
sider bringing along some food to donate to Family Table,
the kosher food pantry for greater Boston. We have two col-
lection boxes at Dorshei Tzedek: one is next to the school office
at FUSN, and the other is right outside the sanctuary at the Sec-
ond Church, near the door out to Highland Street. Our as-
signed foods are raisins and tomato products (sauce,
canned, etc.).
Also, one Sunday per month, we are responsible for bring-
ing our food items to the Family Table office in Waltham.
This is a very easy way to have you (and others of all ages in
your family) do a simple mitzvah. As a driver, you would simply
need to pick up the food at Dorshei Tzedek and transport it to
the Waltham office. We need only one car to drive the load over
to the Family Table office. At this time, we need drivers on five
more Sundays through July. If you want to be a driver, please
go to this calendar and sign up: doodle.
com/3whymp8tsqk7h775. If you have any questions or would
like to help, please contact Pamela Schoenberg Reider at
jomela@rcn.com.

High Holyday Sermons: The talks that have been delivered at
various High Holiday Services by Rabbi Toba Spitzer are avail-
able on the CDT website at www.dorsheitzedek.org/divrei. The
talks are available in both HTML and Adobe Acrobat (PDF) for-
mats. In addition, CDT members’ “Jewish Journey” talks are
available in the “Members Only” section. Also of interest, see
Divrei Torah Pages on the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation
Web site of more than 100 Reconstructionist Divrei Torah avail-
able for online reading.

Members’ Meeting
Sunday, June 6, 60 Highland Street

Pizza dinner, 5:30 pm; Members meeting, 6:15 pm
We hope at least one member of every CDT household will join us for this important members meeting, when we pass the budget for
next year, honor outgoing Board members and elect a new Board, and hear about some important congregational initiatives.

The Ritual Committee
Wants You!

The Ritual Committee is always open to new members. If you
are interested in the planning and coordination of services or
other matters related to the spiritual life of our community, please
contact chair Cindy Rivka Marshall at cindyrivka@aol.com. We
also offer training in lay service leading and leyning skills.
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Shabbat Progr ams
Unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space: 60 Highland Street in the
Second Church of Newton, West Newton. Shabbat morning services are held weekly, starting at 9:45 am. Childcare
is provided every Shabbat morning.

Education Shabbat
June 5, 9:45 am

At this special Shabbat morning service, we will be honoring teachers and learners in our community, including our
wonderful Education Director, Annette Lawson; teachers from our religious school and the lay leaders who support
the school; our adult class Hebrew teachers and the intrepid souls who learned Hebrew this year. We will also be
celebrating and honoring our graduating high school seniors.
 At this service, we will also welcome two little ones into our community, and give them their Hebrew names - Ethan
Akresh-Gonzales, son of Josette and Michael, and Anna Engler, daughter of Hillary Pinsker and Emily Engler. Come
celebrate with us!

All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service
June 4, 6 pm candle lighting and dinner, 6:45 pm service

Join us for this fun, musical erev Shabbat service. Once a month, we gather for a potluck vegetarian dinner, beginning
with candle lighting at 6 pm, followed by a musical, all-ages erev Shabbat service at 6:45 pm. Please bring a dairy/
vegetarian main dish or salad to share (enough for 15– 20 people). Drinks and dessert are provided.

Shabbat Morning Torah Study
June 5, 8:45 – 9:45 am

Once a month, we gather before Shabbat morning services to explore a variety of commentaries— traditional and
modern— on the weekly Torah portion. This study group is appropriate for Torah study regulars and for folks who don’t
know Genesis from Deuteronomy— just bring your questions, your interest, and your own cup of coffee or tea!

Junior Congregation
June 5, 10:45 am – noon

This is an awesomely fun, participatory service for 3rd through 6th graders (kids only!), led by our very own Elana
Rome - teacher, singer, and youth leader extraordinaire! Spend a special Shabbat morning with your friends, or make
some new ones! Kids will enjoy their own kiddush after the service.

Tot Shabbat
June 12, 10:45 – 11:30 am

Tot Shabbat is a monthly program, run by parents, for children ages 5 and under and their parents. Join us in cele-
brating Shabbat with songs, stories, crafts and other fun activities. We will begin each session with an age-appropriate
service with lots of singing, for all the kids. Then, there will be free play for infant – age 2 children, and a special story
and craft for children ages 3 - 5. We will end the morning all together with a kiddush snack.
Please contact Jodi Sugerman-Brozan (jsuger@comcast.net) or Alison Lobron (auderial@yahoo.com) for more
information or with any questions. This program is organized and led by parents on a rotating basis. If you would like
to volunteer to help lead a session, or help with refreshments or setup, you can sign up on the website.

mailto:jsuger@comcast.net
mailto:auderial@yahoo.com
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Bat  Mitzvah of  Abigai l  Leonard
Please join us on June 19 when our daughter Abigail is called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah. Abby is a seventh
grader at the Christa McAuliffe Regional Charter Public School in Framingham. She volunteers at the Natick Commu-
nity Organic Farm and at Stearns Farm CSA. She plays on basketball and lacrosse teams, has recently become an
enthusiastic Habonim Dror camper, enjoys reading, drawing, sewing— and loves to dance! We hope that you will join
us for services, as well as kiddush lunch at FUSN and celebratory dancing following the service.
— Alissa and Gerry Leonard

Religious School News
Annette Lawson, Education Director, school@dorsheitzedek.org
We have just completed another great year of Jewish learning,
friendship and fun at the Religious School.
A few highlights of this year:
• Beginning Nitzanim, our new program for 3 and 4 year olds
• Lower school parents meeting for several months to read

and discuss the book “Parenting as a Spiritual Journey”
• Rabbi Toba meeting monthly with the Gimmel-Vav students

for “Tefillah Time”, a program introduced this year to help
students develop their spiritual lives

• The community coming together in January to study the
Jewish value of “B’tselem Elohim” from many different per-
spectives

• “Hebrew Club”, the new program created by our afternoon
teaching aides to help students improve their reading skills

• A very successful Pre-Passover Bowling and Chametz
(Pizza) party for our 3rd and 4th graders and our 2nd An-
nual Shul-In for 5th and 6th graders

• The great efforts of Kitah Zayin in leading Team Zayin for
Project Bread’s Walk for Hunger and exceeding their fund-
raising goal

• Our new post-B’nai Mitzvah program, Ba’Derech. Our
Ba’Derech students went on two amazing retreats to Camp
JRF and did an awesome job raising funds to assist in the
rebuilding efforts in Haiti

I want to acknowledge and thank our wonderful faculty, whose
talents, creativity and enthusiasm enrich our school. Todah ra-
bah to Alison Lobron, Robyn Avellino, Amy Goldsmith,
Avraham Wachs-Cashman, Ben Rotenberg, Hillary Pinsker
and Cindy Shulak-Rome.
And they are ably assisted by our energetic, dedicated mad-
richim (high school teaching aides): Mira Netsky, Rebecca An-
solabehere, Savannah Greenly, Marina Miller, Isaac Silber-
berg, Caroline Rosa, Benyamin Meschede-Krasa, Yonatan
Meschede-Krasa, Maya Paris-Saper and Jonah Reider. A big
thanks to all of them!

Shalom, Dorshei Tzedek Community!
Over the last few weeks, our eighth grade Hebrew school class,
also known as Ba’Derech, has been working to raise money to
support the Lambi Fund, an organization working to support
grassroots organizations in Haiti that combat poverty. Two of
the organizations we are supporting through the Lambi Fund are
a group that supplies a local community with materials and train-
ing to maintain their own potable water systems, and another
that provides their community with fishing boats in an effort to
help them sustain themselves.
Our class chose to support Haitian relief after we learned that
some of the relief being sent to the survivors was not actually
helping them to be independent. Much of the relief being
dropped from planes over the impoverished country was in the
form of uncooked rice, when many people had no ability to cook
in the aftermath of the earthquake. Other aid efforts made peo-
ple feel dependent or disrespected. We focused our work on
giving money to groups in Haiti so that they could help each
other.
Our efforts to raise money to support our cause included
“kidnapping” Rav Tiffany and holding her for “ransom” during the
CDT Purim party, setting up a bake sale at the Dorshei Tzedek
Passover Community Day, and holding a raffle with fundraising
letters to our friends and family. Our efforts were rewarded
when we tallied up our donations and realized that through our
combined efforts, our class was able to raise $1,661. We would
like to send our thanks out to everyone in the Dorshei Tzedek
community, as well as those outside of it, who supported our
efforts. We could never have gotten nearly as far as we have
without your support.
Many thanks,
The Dorshei Tzedek Eighth Grade Religious School Class of
2010, known as Ba’Derech

mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
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After Shiva, Now What?
Ellie Goldberg (ellie.goldberg@gmail.com)

Last November, following the death of her mother, Hilary Mar-
cus initiated a monthly gathering for those mourning a loss or
observing a yahrzeit. Her vision was to create a group to sup-
port avelim (mourners) as well as those observing the yahrzeit
of a loved one who may want to come just that particular
month. The Avelut group is a time to share feelings and memo-
ries and talk about the journey of bereavement.
The group, still a work in progress, has ranged from seven to
twelve members. It meets in members’ homes on the second
Monday of each month. The host decides the start time of the
evening and facilitates. The evenings have included writing,
sharing family photos, discussing feelings related to the funeral,
the unveiling, memorial services and emotional anniversaries.
As Cindy Marshall has commented, “As life goes on after ex-
periencing a loss, it can be difficult to make the time to grieve. It
goes kind of underground, coming up at unexpected moments
sometimes. It can feel kind of invisible, except when standing to
say Mourners’ Kaddish. I’ve been to the Avelut group a few
times and it has been so helpful to have the space to talk about
this process of grieving, and to connect with others.”
At the recent May meeting Andrew Sofer recommended a book
of elegies: The Art of Losing: Poems of Grief and Healing, ed.
Kevin Young.

Avelut
Avelut: Monthly Support Group for CDT Mourners

Monday, June 14, 8:45 pm
at the home of Linda Kramer in Roslindale

Avelut is a monthly gathering of CDT members in mourning,
focusing on mutual support and a chance to share individual
journeys in bereavement. June, July, and August weeknight
meeting dates have been set based on the schedules of those
participating, and are posted in the newsletter and online mem-
ber calendars. Please join us if you would like to remember a
lost family member or friend. If you would like more information,
or you can volunteer to host a meeting, contact Hilary Marcus
(hrm99@hotmail.com).
Upcoming Avelut gatherings: Monday, July 12, 8 pm, home of
Benita Danzing, Newtonville. Monday, August 9, 8:45 pm,
home of Hilary Marcus, Jamaica Plain.

Rosh Chodesh Gathering
Celebrate the New Month, Tammuz,

with Creativity and Connection
Tuesday, June 8, 7:30 – 9 pm,

60 Highland Street, Living Room
Rosh Chodesh, a traditional women’s celebration of the new Jew-
ish calendar month, is a spirited and spiritual monthly gathering.
We hope you will join us for readings, meditations, much discus-
sion, and crafts customized to reflect the themes of the Jewish
month. To welcome the month of Tammuz, we will focus on the
theme of learning from life’s challenges by examining how we
learn from the difficult moments in our own roles as mothers,
partners, and daughters. Our June gathering will celebrate the
fifth anniversary of CDT’s Rosh Chodesh group!
New participants, as well as “old-timers”, would add much to this
meaningful gathering. There will be no Rosh Chodesh gathering
in July. The next meeting will be on August 10.
To learn more about Rosh Chodesh, please contact Alison Lo-
bron at auderial@yahoo.com or Erica Streit-Kaplan at
ericastreitkaplan@yahoo.com.

mailto:ellie.goldberg@gmail.com
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Chesed
A huge round of applause goes out to Lisa Goodwin Robbins
for single-handedly coordinating Chesed needs for two years.
Beginning in June, we will be starting a new system with two
“Chesed partners” who will be responsible for 3 months, and
then the job will rotate to another pair. The first pair will be
Susan Manheim and Ellen Hemley. We are also instituting a
new and improved system for members to sign up to provide
help when the need arises. These changes will be explained in
an upcoming newsletter.
If you or someone in your household is ill or in need of support,
please contact Rabbi Spitzer at 617.965.0330, or, for June, July,
and August, Ellen Hemley (ehemley@legalaideducation.org), or
Susan Manheim (manheim.co@verizon.net).
Have you recently had a mazel tov moment? Let us know!
Please notify the Newsletter Committee of life cycle events, sig-
nificant accomplishments, or other moments you would like to
share with the Dorshei Tzedek community. E-mail your an-
nouncement to dtnews@dorsheitzedek.org.
For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is avail-
able through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This fund is ad-
ministered solely by the rabbi and is completely confidential. If
you are in need of assistance, please call Rabbi Spitzer at
617.965.0330 x2.

Todah Rabah
Todah rabah to members who have provided Kiddush or B’nei
Mitzvah help for April and May: Melanie Adler & Andy Cohen,
Diane Becker, Karen Engels, Nancy Gertz — in memory of
Junius ‘Babe’ Gertz, Jennifer & David Greenberg, Judy
Hersh— in memory of Michael Hersh, Michael Jablon, Andrew
Littman, Kristen Petersen, Lilly Platt — in memory of Irene
Platt, Peggy Rose, Andrew Schiff & Susan Manheim.
Todah rabah to our members who helped with setup for the
April 11 Yom HaShoah service/reading: Idit Klein— in memory
of my grandfathers, Stephan Vadas and Desideriu Klein,
Joshua Herzig-Marx, and Linda Kramer — in honor of the Yid-
dish Chorus of the Workmen’s Circle.
Todah rabah to all those who helped with the Shavuot program:
to Cindy Rivka Marshall, for the marvelous story, and to our
siddur schleppers: Marion Ross, Emily Sper, Mark Bronstein
and Ellen Hemley, and Ellie Goldberg!
Team Zayin says Todah Rabah— Thank You! Our class, Kitah
Zayin, walked 10.5 miles in the walk for Hunger on Sunday, May
2. We raised $6350, which is almost $1100 more than our goal
of $5500. We had 22 walkers in all, 17 kids and 5 adults. The
walk was enjoyable and we helped a lot of hungry people.
Thanks to everyone at Dorshei Tzedek who supported us in this
project!

Todah rabah to Aviva Galpert, Cora Hersh, Marina Miller,
Mira Netsky, Sofia Rosenberg, and Emma Weisberg for all of
their childcare help during Shabbat morning services, Tot Shab-
bats, Members’ Meetings and other special events that took
place this year. Our children thank you, too!!!

Condolences
To Thea Breite, on the death of her mother, Carnit Breite. May
her memory be for a blessing.
To Louise Enoch, on the death of her mother, Mae Enoch. May
her memory be for a blessing.
To Rachel Greenberg, on the death of her brother, Paul Green-
berg. May his memory be for a blessing.
To Meredith Sherter Benston, on the death of her mother,
Charlotte Sherter. May her memory be for a blessing.
To Amelia Zalcman, and to and to Larry, Sammy, Jack, and
Teddy, on the death of Amelia’s father, Larry Zalcman. May his
memory be for a blessing.

Yarzheit
The 4th yarzheit of CDT member Evelyn Felson, mother of
David Felson, falls this year on June 27 (the 15th of Tammuz).
We will be honoring her memory at Shabbat morning services
this summer (please watch your email for the date).

Mazel Tov
To our May b’nei mitzvah, Liam Wilcox-Warren and Perry
Miller, and to their families.
To Hillary Pinsker and Emily Engler on the birth of Anna.
To Rachel and Vitaly Zakuta, and daughter Sasha, on the birth
of Nathan, born April 12.
Mazel Tov to all our graduating seniors:
Matt Breuer is graduating from Newton South High School and
is looking forward to attending Brown University in the fall.
Emily Flynn is graduating from Newton South High School and
will be attending Smith College in the fall.
Naomi Frankston is graduating from Newton South High
School. She will be attending Washington University in St. Louis
in the fall.
Emma Halwitz is graduating from Newton North High School
and will attend Marlboro College in the fall.
Katy Jablon is graduating from Newton North in June. She is
excited to be part of the class of 2014 at the University of Con-
necticut at Storrs.
Amalia Shoshana Lieberman is graduating on June 12 from
Walnut Hill School for the Arts in Natick, following two years at
Newton South High School. She started as a violist and
switched to voice last year and continues to study viola as well.
Amalia plans to attend UMass Lowell in the fall as an opera per-

mailto:ehemley@legalaideducation.org
mailto:manheim.co@verizon.net
mailto:dtnews@dorsheitzedek.org


June 2010                                                                                                                        Page 7

formance student and also looks forward to popping down
Route 3 for CDT High Holy Day services.
Aliza Lurie is graduating from Newton North High School and
will be attending Oxford College at Emory University in the fall.
Josh Sacks is graduating from the Forman School in Litchfield,
Connecticut. Josh will be attending Ithaca College in the fall as
a student in the Park School of Communication. He hopes to
reconnect in Ithaca with his former CDT teacher, Miranda Phil-
lips, who lives in Ithaca with her husband and daughter.
Katie Sandson is graduating from Newton South High School.
She will be attending Washington University in St. Louis in the fall.
Jamie Schor is graduating from Newton South High School and
will be attending the University of Delaware in September.
Julia Faith Sklar is graduating from Newton South High School
and will be attending the University of Rochester in the fall.
And Mazel Tov to our college and graduate school graduates:
To Anna Bresnick, who graduated from the University of Ver-
mont. She majored in anthropology, with a keen interest in
medical anthropology, and minored in applied economics/
community development. Anna is pursuing a career in public
health in a hospital setting and wants to earn her MPH after she
has a few years of relevant work experience.
To Rachel Hemley Bronstein, who graduated from UMass-
Amherst with a BS in Animal Behavior, Education and Outreach.
This summer she has a research internship working with great
apes at the Smithsonian Zoo in DC, and this fall will be provid-
ing basic care and enrichment to the residents at Chimps, Inc.,
a chimpanzee sanctuary in Oregon.
To Raphael Bruckner, who received his PhD in biology from
Harvard Medical School last December and marched this May.
He has started a post-doc in another lab connected with Har-
vard working in the area of microbiology.
To Hannah Epstein, who is graduating from Oberlin College with
a double major in Environmental Studies and Creative Writing.
To Rose Friedman, who graduated from Macalester College in
May. She majored in history and minored in Humanities and
Media and Cultural Studies.
To Amy Goldsmith, who is graduating from Brandeis Univer-
sity. She will complete her last summer as a unit head at Camp
JRF before heading off to Israel for the next year. There she will
live, study and work in the Coexistence track of the Tikkun Olam
Tel Aviv-Jaffa Program.
To Rebecca Holohan, who graduated with honors from
Macalester College.
To Gabriel Landes, who received a Masters in Industrial De-
sign from Georgia Tech.
To Sarah Leonard, who is graduating from Columbia University
in New York and will immediately start a job as an editorial as-

sistant with Dissent magazine, also in New York City.
To Aaron Littman, who is graduating from Yale. He plans to
travel for several weeks this summer in India.
To Olivia Medvedow, who graduated from Connecticut Col-
lege, in New London, with a B.A. in psychology.
To Tania Mireles, who has completed her doctoral degree at
the Heller School of Social Policy at Brandeis. She says: “Ideally
I’ll find work somewhere in the realms of juvenile justice, trauma
recovery and/or education. Or, I’ll make jewelry.”
To Ben Rome, who graduated from the University of Wisconsin
with high honors and Phi Beta Kappa distinctions. He is moving
to New York City where, following a life passion, he will be work-
ing for Major League Baseball.

Welcome New
Members

CDT welcomes Meredith and Brian Benston and their chil-
dren, Liam (5) and Annika (15 months). They live in Watertown
but moved here from the San Francisco bay area there years
ago. Brian is a Software Quality Assurance Engineer at Patient-
Keeper in West Newton. Meredith was a Software Project Man-
ager at Yahoo! but got laid off three weeks before Annika was
born and is currently being a stay at home mom with aspirations
of going back to work.
Brian is an avid board game enthusiast who has a rather im-
pressive collection of over 100 board games. He attends and
likes to lead board game parties. Meredith enjoys writing and is
trying to submit various essays for hopeful publication. Liam
loves gymnastics and all things science and makes impressive
Rube Goldberg machines. Annika enjoys throwing food and toys
onto the floor and flirting with people in grocery stores.
Meredith says: “We attended a Tot Shabbat, invited by the par-
ents of one of Liam’s classmates (Izzy Feinfeld) and really liked
what we saw. We like the inclusiveness of the Reconstructionist
movement since Brian is not Jewish and I am more culturally
oriented than religious. We want to be part of a thriving Jewish
community and have our children learn about Judaism in a fun
and warm environment. We were looking for a congregation that
allowed us to be active and more involved in a Jewish commu-
nity. We have never been a part of a congregation and we don’t
necessarily know what to expect or what is expected of us but
we are looking forward to being involved.”

Membership maps: Need a map to a member’s house? Just
click on a blue address in the online membership list on the
CDT website.
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JRF News
JRF Convention: Save the Date!

You’re invited! The JRF 2010 Convention will
be held November 11-14, 2010 in beautiful

Newport Beach, California. Registration will open in July, 2010.
For more information, please visit www.jrf.org/convention or call
Rabbi Erin Hirsh at (215) 885-5601 ext. 16.

Growing the Soul, Self, Community, and World:
Listen to audio files of this year’s Omer calls

JRF offers distance-learning classes called PEARL, which pro-
vide information and strategies for congregational leaders,
clergy, educators and staff. This year, when a section of the
PEARL schedule fell during the Omer period (the seven weeks
between Passover and Shavuot) classes focused on “tikkun
hanefesh v’olam,” the well-being and active repair of self, com-
munity and the world. The series was completed successfully,
and the audio is now available at http://jrf.org/omer/2010. For
more information about the Omer calls, please contact Rabbi
Shawn Zevit at (216) 591-1886.

Tikkun JRF for Teens at Camp JRF
August 15-20, 2010 (AUGUST 15 - 20, 2010)

Want to make a difference? Post b’nai mitzvah teens and their
parent(s) can spend a week working together to help local com-
munities and provide much needed support, and at the same
time build through a variety of tikkun olam (social action) com-
munity service projects such as building, home rehab and
demolition, light carpentry, and more. Working side by side with
one another, parents will model the caring and activist values
they hold and teens will experience the power of their potential
to make a difference in the larger world. Visit http://www.
campjrf.org/news/tikkun-jrf.htm to register or call Isaac at (215)
885-5601 ext. 12 to learn more.

Thinking about Summer?
First-Time Camper Grants

Available
We are participating again this year in Combined Jewish Philan-
thropies “First-Time Camper Grant” program. If your child is go-
ing to a Jewish overnight camp this summer for at least 3 weeks
and has never been to a Jewish overnight camp before (or has
only gone for a shorter period of time), then s/he is eligible for a
$1,000 grant! (Jewish day school students are not eligible for
this grant.) For the CJP first-time camper grants, please be in
touch with Rabbi Spitzer (rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org;
617.965.0330) for information on the application process.
in the office (admindirector@dorsheitzedek.org) for an applica-
tion form.

New England Celebrates Israel
Sunday, June 6, 1 - 5 pm

Gann Academy, 333 Forest Street, Waltham
Free admission

Activities for this festive celebration of Israel include camel
and pony rides, JCC Mini Maccabi games, Kosher Mediterra-
nean food, Masada rock wall climbing, Israeli training obstacle
course, mock Israeli supermarket, balloon artists and jugglers,
and interactive Israel activities. Live performance by Yom Ha-
dash. Register at www.cjp.org/celebrateisrael !

http://www.jrf.org/convention
http://jrf.org/omer/2010.
mailto:rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:admindirector@dorsheitzedek.org
http://www.cjp.org/celebrateisrael
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Nediv Lev
We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions.

General Fund
Louise Enoch and Alan Epstein

In memory of Mae Enoch
Lauren Gibbs

In memory of Paul Greenberg
Lisa Goodman and Bill Weinreb

In memory of Phyllis Weinreb
Linda Hsu and Marc Steinberg

Linda & Peter Katz
In memory of Saul Weiss

Linda Kramer
In memory of Alex Fried

In honor of Lisa Schneier, Amy Mazur and Barbara Shatkin for
their loving support and kindness to Sara and David

Alissa and Gerry Leonard
In memory of Sol Elkin

In honor of Sarah Leonard’s college graduation
Alison and David Lobron

Tania Mireles and Bill Shorr
Elizabeth Samelson and Paul Hattis

In memory of Russell Hattis
Jo Ann Share and Rochelle Weichman

In honor of our 20th anniversary and Rochelle’s promotion to
Associate Dean

Tess Siegel
Carol Sklar

Mazel Tov to all the 2010 graduates and Todah Rabah to Tony
Broh for all of his help and advice

Carole Slipowitz and Dan Halbert
Theresa St. John Siegel and Steven Siegel

Bonnie Tenneriello and Andrew Sofer
In honor of Rabbi Toba

Jill Volk Teacher Development Fund
In memory of CDT member Jill Volk, we have created the Jill
Volk Teacher Development Fund, which will provide scholar-
ships for teachers in the Dorshei Tzedek religious school to re-
ceive professional development and training. Jill was one of the
founders of our school and one of its first teachers. This fund
will allow her love of Judaism and Jewish learning to continue to
enrich our community.

Camp JRF Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Haralie Alpert

In memory of Paul White, brother of Ellen White
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Perry Miller, son of Laya

Steinberg and Bruce Miller
In honor of Paul Hattis and his help and consideration

In honor of the engagement of Sam Alpert to Alla Lazebnik

School Fund

Holy Books Fund

Building Fund
Buy your books, electronics, and whatever else, and support
CDT at the same time! We are now an “Amazon Associate”:
When you click on the Amazon link on our CDT homepage
(www.dorsheitzedek.org), a portion of any purchase you make
will be contributed to Dorshei Tzedek.

— — — — — —
There are many ways to financially support Congregation Dor-
shei Tzedek: through contributions to the General Fund, or to
targeted funds such as the School or the Holy Book Funds. Do-
nations can also be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.
This fund is not part of the congregation’s operating expenses
and is administered solely by the rabbi. Monies in this fund are
used for tzedakah in the greater community, for special needs of
the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help pay for an adult
education program), and, most importantly, to help out congre-
gants in need. These additional contributions should also be
made out to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, but marked as in-
tended for the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org
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Calendar Notes 
Events and services are held at The Second Church, 60 Highland Street, West Newton, unless otherwise noted. Some events are at FUSN, the
First Unitarian Society, 1326 Washington Street, West Newton. During Rabbi Toba’s weekends off, members of the congregation will lead services.
Free childcare is available during Shabbat morning services in room 112.
No Fragrances, Please: So that Dorshei Tzedek services and events are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask that people refrain from
wearing fragrances (perfume, scented oils, cologne, etc.) to all Dorshei Tzedek events. While pleasant to some, these fragrances can cause illness to
those who are chemically sensitive. Thank you for your understanding and flexibility.
Kiddush Note: The complete kiddush and holiday assignment schedule is available in the members’ calendar on our website. When notified of
your dates, please be sure to put them into your personal calendars. The whole congregation counts on your participation in kiddush and each as-
signed person is needed and expected to show up.
Parents of students in 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grades, who generally help out with B'nei Mitzvah kiddush, ushering and sanctuary clean-up, can pri-
marily find their names listed on B'nei Mitzvah dates. Thanks for your help!— Marla Lichtman, Administrative Director

Adult Family Care Program from Springwell
Did you know that family members can get paid to be a full-time
caregiver? The Adult Family/Foster Care program (AFC) pro-
vides seniors or individuals with disabilities with live-in care from
a familiar loved one (other than a spouse) or foster caregiver.
The recipient of care must be eligible for and enrolled in Mass
Health and reside in the home with the caregiver. AFC caregiv-
ers receive a tax-exempt monthly stipend and two weeks paid
vacation per year. For additional information or to learn more
about Springwell’s AFC program, call 617.926.4100.

Gateways:
Jewish Education for Special Needs Children

Gateways serves children with a special need or disability in its
Jewish Education Supplemental Programs. Students in these
programs have moderate to severe special educational needs,
such as developmental delays, hearing and/or visual impair-
ments, autism spectrum disorder, and cerebral palsy.
Children learn about Jewish holidays, customs and traditions,
mitzvot and Bible stories. Gateways teaches students using a
highly structured, multi-sensory, multi-modal approach. We pro-
vide multi-sensory Hebrew education (ages 4-18), two-year
B’nei Mitzvah preparation (ages 11-14), and the Mitzvah Men-
sches Class (ages 13-18) that includes advanced prayer study,
conversational Hebrew and an imbedded social skills curriculum
options. For more information, contact Nancy Mager at
nancym@jgateways.org or 617.630.9010, ext. 4.

mailto:nancym@jgateways.org
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June,  Ju ly ,  August
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Fri Jun  4 6 pm All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service and Potluck
Bonnie Tenneriello— in honor of our 15th wedding

anniversary, Jonathan Magaziner, Phyllis & Al
Glazerman— in memory of Elie Friedlander

(see page 3)

Sat Jun  5 8:45 am - 9:45 am Shabbat Morning Torah Study with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 3)

Sat Jun  5 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Mark Bronstein & Ellen Hemley, Bryn Austin, Benja-
min Wright— in honor of our 10th anniversary

Sat Jun  5 10:45 am - 12 pm Junior Congregation 60 Highland Street: Room 111 (see page 3)

Sun Jun  6 10 am Men’s Softball
Members-Only Event; Jonas Clarke Middle School-

30 Brookside Ave, Lexington, playing Temple
Emunah 2, Lexington

Sun Jun  6
5:30 pm:  dinner
6:30 - 8:15 pm:

meeting
Members’ Meeting and Dinner

Members-Only Event
Wendy Gedanken, Jessica Keimowitz & Polly

Crozier, Jen Kaplan; 60 Highland Street. Childcare
provided in Room 112 (see page 2)

Sun Jun  6 7:30 pm - 9 pm Intermediate Prayerbook Hebrew with Michael Singer 60 Highland Street: Library
Tue Jun  8 7:30 pm - 9 pm Rosh Chodesh Celebration Members-Only Event; 60 Highland Street: Living

Room (see page 5)

Sat Jun 12 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Steve Siegel & Theresa St.John-Siegel— in honor

of our 20th anniversary,
Stacey & Bruce Gore, Peter Hess

Sat Jun 12 10:45 am - 11:30 am Tot Shabbat 60 Highland Street: Room 110, 112 (see page 3)

Sun Jun 13 10 am Men’s Softball
Members-Only Event; Newton: Forte Park-233 Cali-

fornia St (our home field), playing Congregation
Kehillath Israel, Newton

Sun Jun 13 7:30 pm - 9 pm Intermediate Prayerbook Hebrew with Michael Singer 60 Highland Street: Library

Mon Jun 14 8:45 pm Avelut: Monthly Support for CDT Mourners Members-Only Event; home of Linda Kramer: Ros-
lindale (see page 5)

Thu Jun 17 7:30 pm Board Meeting Members-Only Event;
60 Highland Street: Living Room

Sat Jun 19 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Abigail Leonard

Ushering: Lisa Goodwin-Robbins & family member,
Karen Arnold; Sanctuary Clean-up: Abby Cohen &

Stuart Snyder (see page 4)
Sun Jun 20 7:30 pm - 9 pm Intermediate Prayerbook Hebrew with Michael Singer 60 Highland Street: Library

Sat Jun 26 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Phoebe Cushman & Joel Auslander— in honor of
our 4th anniversary, Chagit Steiner & Tom Brown;

Rabbi Toba off
Sat Jul 10 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service 60 Highland Street: Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall

Mon Jul 12 8 pm Avelut: Monthly Support for CDT Mourners Members-Only Event; home of Benita Danzing:
Newtonville (see page 5)

Sat Jul 24 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Rabbi Toba off

Sat Aug  7 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Rabbi Toba off

Mon Aug  9 8:45 pm Avelut: Monthly Support for CDT Mourners Members-Only Event; home of Hilary Marcus: Ja-
maica Plain (see page 5)

Tue Aug 10 7:30 pm - 9 pm Rosh Chodesh Celebration Members-Only Event; 60 Highland Street: Living
Room (see page 5)

Fri Aug 13 6 pm All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service and Potluck (see page 3)

Sat Aug 21 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service



Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland Street

West Newton, MA 02465

Dorshei Tzedek Mission Statement
Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist Congregation dedi-
cated to creating a caring and inclusive community, and to
enhancing Jewish practice and learning in the lives of our
members. “Dorshei Tzedek” means “seekers of justice,”
and as our name implies, we are seekers: of meaningful
spirituality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social justice.
Consistent with Reconstructionist philosophy, we are
committed to seriously engaging with Jewish tradition,
challenging that tradition, where need be, and building on
the tradition in creative ways. We do this in order to en-
hance our own lives as contemporary Jews and to per-
petuate our bond— and our children’s bond— to our heri-
tage. We view education for ourselves and our children
as fundamental to Jewish life.
We are a participatory congregation, encouraging all of
our members to take an active role in some aspect of our
congregational life. Our rabbi is our partner in this en-
deavor, and is both teacher and participant in our com-
munity. We value diversity in our congregation, and wel-
come all those who share our commitments.
Finally, we affirm the concept of mitzvah as obligation,
acting on our Jewish values through deeds of tzedek
(social justice) and gemilut chasadim (loving kindness),
both within our congregation and in the larger community.

Dorshei Tzedek Officers, Board, Committee Chairs, and Staff
Executive Committee     President: Paul Hattis

Past President: Marc Steinberg
VP Membership: Susannah Zisk
VP Finance: Michael Cohen
VP Education: Sheree Galpert
Secretary: Peter Katz
Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Board Chairs Communications: Theresa St-John Siegel
Finance Secretary: Sivan Nasoff
Membership: Lisa Port White
Leadership Development: Esther Kohn
Newsletter: Dan Halbert
Ritual: Cindy Marshall
School: Betsy Hinden and Lisa Samelson
Tikkun Olam: Alex Sugerman-Brozan
Member-at-large: Dan Rome
Member-at-large: Janice Cole

Off-Board Chairs Chesed: Lisa Goodwin-Robbins
Nediv Lev: Jeff Sacks
Rabbinic Liaison: Ora Gladstone
Space Liaison: Josh Lieberman
Website: Stan Fleischman

Education Director Annette Lawson

Administrative Director Marla Lichtman


