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A Time of Change
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org

As I write this, the Hebrew month of Elul has just begun, and the
month of August is winding down. Today it is sunny and in the
90’s, yet by the time you read this, the weather may have
cooled significantly, and signs of Fall will have begun to emerge.
I love this shifting time of year, and am always glad that our holi-
est time of the year falls at this season. Change is in the air in
so many ways. In my house, we have just seen off our oldest
child, Zach, to college, beginning a significant transition in his
life and in the life of our family. In addition to the beginning of
the school year, changes are afoot in the realm of politics, with
mayoral elections pending in Boston and in Newton. Not to
mention, of course, entering into the final weeks of the regular
baseball season, and clinging to the perennial hope that once
again the Red Sox will make it to the play-offs!
Times of change can be exciting but also frightening. In this
economy, many of us are facing— or fear that we will soon be
facing— unpleasant changes that are beyond our control. Losing
a job, watching retirement and college savings dwindle, doubt-
ing our children’s ability to enter the job market— these are all
painful realities of this moment. Change brings vulnerability, and
vulnerability invites anxiety and fear. How do we best navigate
at moments like these?
Jewish traditions for this month of Elul offer some possibilities.
There is great wisdom in the notion that we can’t just arrive at
Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur and effect change in ourselves
and in our lives immediately— we need some preparation. The
four weeks leading up to Rosh Hashanah are that time of prepa-
ration.
One tradition is to visit the grave(s) of loved ones who have
passed away. This act is perhaps one of the most fundamental
acknowledgments of the reality of change, of the impermanence
of all life. We re-affirm our love, our connection, to those with
whom we’ve shared our lives, even as we recognize that life is
all about change. The loss may be a fresh tear in our hearts or a
more distant memory; either way, through it we know the vulner-
ability of being human. And while the reality of loss is sad and
difficult, the deeper awareness of our own fragility can be liber-
ating— an awakening to the preciousness of all life, including our
own.

Another tradition is to blow the shofar each morning during the
month of Elul. This is an interesting way to mark this time of
preparation and transition. It’s a bit like saying to ourselves (and
the rest of our household), “Wake up! Get ready! Something is
coming!” The shofar invites us to look at ourselves, at our life
and our choices, and to see if there are any changes to be
made. If life has thrown me a curveball in recent months, could
this be an opportunity to see if I want to move in a new direc-
tion? If I am feeling stuck in old patterns, could this be a chance
to make some needed adjustments? Or maybe it’s just an op-
portunity to adapt an attitude of openness, of expectancy— a
willingness to be open to the possibility of something new.
Elul is also a time of forgiveness, for self and others. The rabbinic
tradition is quite clear that while the rituals of the High Holydays
effect atonement for our transgressions on a spiritual level, we
cannot look to fasting or to prayers to effect change on the hu-
man level. If there are relationships in our lives that need repair,
this is the time to begin to attend to them. Am I stuck in a difficult
pattern with someone in my life, and is there anything I can do to
begin to shift that pattern? Is there anyone I need to say “I’m
sorry” to? This can be a time for family members to check in and
make sure there aren’t any lingering hurt feelings over old slights
or misunderstandings. The language of the High Holydays en-
courages us to ask forgiveness for any hurt we have caused ei-
ther intentionally or unintentionally. Whether we think we’ve done
anything wrong or not, it can be a very lovely gesture just to say
to someone you care about, “please forgive me for anything that
I’ve done to hurt you, intentionally or unintentionally.”

(Continued on page 2) 
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High Holyday Sermons: The talks that have been delivered at
various High Holiday Services by Rabbi Toba Spitzer are avail-
able on the CDT website at www.dorsheitzedek.org/divrei. In
addition, CDT members’ “Jewish Journey” talks are available in
the “Members Only” section. Also of interest, see Divrei Torah
Pages on the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation Web site of
more than 100 Reconstructionist Divrei Torah available for
online reading.

(Rabbi’s Column, continued from page 1)
This is also a time for compassion for ourselves, as we seek to
do this work of change. One rabbinic midrash links the four He-
brew letters of the word “Elul”— aleph-lamed-vav-lamed— to the
first letters of each word in this phrase from the Song of Songs,
Ani L’dodi V’dodi Li— ”I am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved is
mine.” Here, the Beloved is understood to be God, and the
midrash claims that this is a time when God, the Source of Love
and Compassion, is particularly close to us. As we seek to make
improvements in our life, to forgive ourselves and others, we are
encouraged in that task by a loving One that is very near to us.
However you choose to mark this season of change, may this
new year bring you blessing and abundance, and may new
paths open to you— l’shanah tovah, a good and sweet year to all!

Contacting Rabbi Toba: Rabbi Toba does not have regular
office hours but is available to talk about any spiritual, religious,
or personal issues that you might want to discuss. You can con-
tact her at rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or 617.965.0330 x2. If she
is unavailable, there will be a rabbi on-call in case of emer-
gency. The rabbi’s voice-mail will have information on how to
reach the on-call rabbi.

Refuah Sh’lemah
The community of Congregation Dorshei Tzedek sends bless-
ings and prayers for healing, refuah sh’lemah, to Susannah
Zisk. May healing and comfort come to you and to those who
care for you.

Todah Rabah
Todah Rabah to Elaine Bresnick, Marcia Okun & Ilana Streit
for helping Jon prepare our High Holydays packets for mailing
and then transporting them to the Post Office. Your help is very
much appreciated.
Todah Rabah to those who recently helped with kiddush or B’nei
Mitzvah: Karen & Jeff Arnold, Michele Arons & Michael Brann,
Jacqui Bloomberg, David Cash, Sophie Cash, Benita Danzing
and Nathan Aronow, David Felson, Wendy & Charles Frank-
ston, Celia Gittleman, Ellie Goldberg, Jeff Goldman, Liz Gray,
Ora Grodsky & Jonathan Rosenthal, Gail Harris, Judy &
Chayim Herzig-Marx, Linda Hsu, Jen Kaplan, Linda Katz, Jeff
Kichen, Susan Manheim, Susan Nitkin, Marcia Okun & Josh
Lieberman, Barbara & Elliot Pittel, David Reider, Livia Reider,
Ben Reider, Tracey Rogers & Jane Schwartz, Elizabeth Ross
& Caren Smith, Mei See Sandson, Susan Silberberg-
Robinson, Debbie Waber, and Annie Weiss.

Condolences
Condolences to Jan Gortler-Small and Roger
Small, on the death of Roger’s father, Milton Small,
this past July. May his memory be for a blessing.
Condolences to Jon Weisberg and his family, on the
death of Jon’s mother, Isabelle Rosen. May her
memory be for a blessing.

Yarzheit
We remember Zach Carson, whose yarzheit falls this year on
September 24. May his memory be for a blessing.

Mazel Tov
Mazel tov to Amy Dain, Misha Dudnik, and Ziv, on the birth
and brit bat of Esther Noga, born on July 4!
Mazel tov to Clara Ives, and her family, on becoming bat mitzvah!

New Guide for Non-Jewish Members
The CDT Ritual Committee, in partnership with the Board and
the Membership Committee, has created “Non-Jewish Members
at Congregation Dorshei Tzedek: A Guide,” now available both
as a pamphlet on our literature table, and on-line on our web-
site, www.dorsheitzedek.org. This Guide is for current and pro-
spective members, to help clarify the special role of our non-
Jewish members in the community, and to hopefully answer
questions that people often have about what it means to be a
non-Jewish member of a congregation committed to inclusivity,
Jewish heritage, and tradition.

Chesed
If you or someone in your household is ill or in need of support,
please contact Rabbi Spitzer (617.965.0330) or one of the
Chesed Committee co-chairs, Pamela Schoenberg Reider
(617.244.3373 or jomela@rcn.com), or Lisa Goodwin-Robbins
(617.969.6421 or lgoodrob@alumni.princeton.edu)
Have you recently had a mazel tov moment? Let us know!
Please notify the Newsletter Committee of life cycle events, sig-
nificant accomplishments, or other moments you would like to
share with the Dorshei Tzedek community. E-mail your an-
nouncement to dtnews@dorsheitzedek.org.
For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is avail-
able through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This fund is ad-
ministered solely by the rabbi and is completely confidential. If
you are in need of assistance, please call Rabbi Spitzer at
617.965.0330 x2.

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org/divrei.
mailto:rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org
http://www.dorsheitzedek.org.
mailto:jomela@rcn.com
mailto:lgoodrob@alumni.princeton.edu
mailto:dtnews@dorsheitzedek.org
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High Holydays
Rosh Hashanah begins this year on Friday evening, September 18, and we will once again be welcoming the New
Year at the lovely Gann Academy in Waltham. If you haven’t yet received our High Holyday packet in the mail, please
see our website for complete information: www.dorsheitzedek.org/highholydays.htm, or call 617-965-0330.

Welcoming the High Holydays: A Reconstructionist Approach
Sunday, September 13, 2 - 4 pm

60 Highland Street
In preparation for Rosh Hashanah, join Rabbi Toba for study and discussion of how ancient rituals of renewal and
“return” can enhance our lives as contemporary Jews. Following the text study, there will be an opportunity to learn
more about Reconstructionist Judaism and the Dorshei Tzedek community. Children in pre-K through second
grade are invited to join Education Director Annette Lawson for a sweet and fun start to the New Year with story,
songs, and art. This event is for members and prospective members – tell your friends and spread the word!

Selichot
Saturday evening, September 12, 8 - 10 pm

Temple Hillel B’nai Torah, 120 Corey Street, West Roxbury
In partnership with Reconstructionist congregations Hillel B’nai Torah and Shir Hadash, we will enter into the High
Holydays season with a staged reading of poet Merle Feld’s play, “The Gates Are Closing,” a dramatic exploration of
issues of identity, meaning, loyalty, betrayal, repentance, and forgiveness. The reading will be followed by discussion
and a Selichot ritual, to begin our preparation for our own teshuvah, “turning.”

Annual Yizkor Scroll Being Created for 5770
CDT Member Laya Steinberg will be updating Dorshei Tzedek’s annual Yizkor Scroll for Yom Kippur this year. Thank
you, Laya! The Yizkor Scroll is the memorial listing of the names of congregation members and others whose memory
we honor at Yizkor. Dorshei Tzedek introduced the Yizkor Scroll at Yom Kippur 5768 services. Each year we update it
and display it throughout the year in Dorshei Tzedek’s sanctuary. Please see the new membership packets for infor-
mation about including names of those you would like to remember this year. Names will be accepted un-
til Thursday September 10, in Marla’s office at 60 Highland Street. September 10 is a FIRM deadline. Questions?
Call or email Lauren Gibbs.

Tikkun Olam
Family Table Donations

Whenever you come to shul, consider bringing along some food to donate to Family Table, the kosher food pantry for greater Boston.
We have two collection boxes at Dorshei Tzedek: one is in the school office at FUSN (and will be available during school hours in the
fall) and the other is right outside the sanctuary at the Second Church, near the door out to Highland Street. Our assigned foods are
raisins and tomato products (sauce, canned, etc.).
Also, one Sunday per month, we are responsible for bringing our food items to the Family Table office in Waltham. This is a very
easy way to have you (and others of all ages in your family) do a simple mitzvah. As a driver, you would simply need to pick up the
food at Dorshei Tzedek and transport it to the Waltham office. We need only one car to drive the load over to the Family Table office.
At this time, we have four dates covered. We need drivers on 7 more Sundays. If you want to be a driver, please go to this calendar
and sign up: http://doodle.com/3whymp8tsqk7h775
If you have any questions or would like to help, please contact Pamela Schoenberg Reider at jomela@rcn.com.

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org/highholydays.htm
http://doodle.com/3whymp8tsqk7h775
mailto:jomela@rcn.com
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Bar Mitzvah of  Samuel Cohen
Please join us on September 12 as our son Samuel is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Sam is a seventh-grade
student at the Watertown Middle School. Sam enjoys lots of sports including lacrosse, basketball, baseball, and foot-
ball. Sam is an avid reader and has lots of energy. For his Tikkun Olam project, Sam participated in the Habitat Inter-
generational Program (HIP) where he cleared trails at Habitat in Belmont, satisfying his love for the outdoors and con-
cern for the environment. Please join us for services and Kiddush luncheon to follow.
— Rachel Nemeth Cohen and Richard Cohen

Religious School News
Annette Lawson, Education Director

As I am writing this, I am attending an educational conference at
Siegal College in Cleveland. Learning from gifted teachers and
sharing with colleagues from around the country, I hope to come
back to Dorshei Tzedek with many new ideas and best practices.
Summertime at the school is very quiet without the energy and fun
that our students and teachers bring, so it is a good time to work
on extended projects. This summer, with input from Rabbi Toba, I
have worked on rewriting our Hebrew and Prayer curricula.
With the goal of improving our students’ reading skills, we will
be experimenting this year with new Hebrew reading books for
Kitot Dalet-Vav (grades -6). These books provide an opportunity
for students to practice their skills by reading stories in modern
Hebrew while learning some basics of Hebrew language.
In our prayer curriculum, our goal is to help students develop
meaningful Jewish spiritual practices. To that end, in addition to
learning to read and chant the prayers, students will study the
texts of the prayers to develop deeper meaning. We have also
added a new monthly class to the Upper School program, Tefil-
lah Time, led by Rabbi Toba. This will be a venue in which stu-
dents can tackle the big questions about God, prayer and spiri-
tuality.
When school begins in September, we will welcome our first
class of pre-schoolers, Nitzanim, to our Lower School taught by
CDT member Alison Lobron. And we will welcome back many
of last year’s Kitah Zayin students to our new 8th grade pro-
gram, BaDerech.
Upper School begins on September 15 and Lower School on
September 26, for a year of Jewish learning, engagement and
fun!

Recruiting for our School
Susannah Zisk, Membership VP, sez1@bellatlantic.net

It is the time of year when we are ramping up our efforts to reach
folks in the Jewish community who may be interested in sending
their kids to our school next year. The viability of our school de-
pends on bringing in new families, and word of mouth from
friends and acquaintances is by far the most important recruiting
tool we have. This is where you come in: Would each of you
please take a moment to think of Jewish families in your social
circle, your neighborhood, your workplace, your child’s school,
your health club (you get the idea!) who might potentially have
an interest in a progressive Jewish education for their children,
and spread the word? Note that membership in CDT is not re-
quired for the first year of a child’s enrollment in K-2.

CDT Members’ Art on Display
CDT members Sharon Gorberg and Susannah Zisk invite you
to view their art work, which will be on display in the sanctuary
gallery throughout the month of September. Sharon’s work con-
sists of mixed media and digital collages. Susannah will show a
series of art quilts (those of you who have attended the CDT
auction may recognize her work!). Please come by any time
you’re in the building, or call the office to arrange a time to visit
the sanctuary.

mailto:sez1@bellatlantic.net
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Sukkot
The week-long Sukkot festival is known as z’man simchateynu, “the time of our joy.” It is a time to celebrate the abun-
dance in our lives, our “harvest,” while also being mindful of the temporary, vulnerable nature of all that we enjoy, as
we sit in our sukkot, open to the stars and the cool night air. We close the festival week by rejoicing with the Torah!

Erev Sukkot
Friday, October 2, 5 - 8 pm

First Unitarian Society of Newton, 1326 Washington Street, West Newton Square
Come welcome Sukkot with a little learning, eating, and schmoozing! Old, new, and prospective
members welcome.

5:00 pm: Sukkah decorating & learning activities for kids and adults of all ages
6:15 pm: Candle lighting & welcoming the Sukkot holiday in the sukkah
6:30 pm: Potluck vegetarian/dairy dinner – please bring a vegetarian dish to share
(drinks and desserts provided). Last names A-l: main course; M-Z: veggie, pasta, or
rice salad.

Shabbat Morning Services during Sukkot
October 3 & 10, 9:45 am

60 Highland Street
On Shabbat morning, October 3, we will celebrate the first day of Sukkot with the joyous singing of Hallel, and an
opportunity to shake your lulav! Join us on Shabbat morning, October 10, for the celebration of Shemini Atzeret, the
closing day of Sukkot when, in the ancient Temple, there was a special ceremony to ensure good rains for the winter
planting. Bring your (small) water guns or shpritzers, to help Rabbi Toba with her rain dance! Shmini Atzeret
also features a Yizkor service, an opportunity to remember loved ones who have died (yizkor candles are lit the eve-
ning before, October 9).

Havdallah (and Sukkot) on the Water!
Saturday, October 3

 The Fisher-Gomberg home, 290 Islington Rd, Auburndale
It’s a double header at the Gombergs on October 3! They will host a Havdallah and Sukkot celebration. At 5 pm ca-
noeing, kayaking, and (BYO) picnicking will begin in their Sukkah. (Drinks and desserts will be provided.) At 7 pm,
we’ll gather in the middle of the Charles River for a very special Havdallah service on the water. The reflection of the
flickering Havdallah candle flames off the water will be beautiful, and there bounds to be laughter trying to pass spices
from boat to boat.
Please RSVP by September 30 to Diana Fisher Gomberg at gofish4@comcast.net or 617.243.9424. RSVP’s are
required so that we can make sure we have enough boats and candles. If you have a canoe or kayak, it would be
great if you would bring it (Havdallah candles and spices too).

Simchat Torah Celebration
Saturday, October 10, 7 – 9 pm
60 Highland Street, West Newton

Join us for a kid- and grown-up-friendly festive evening service, featuring “Torah Quiz” (with prizes!)
and dancing with the Torah to the tunes of klezmer musicians! Simchat Torah is a celebration of the
completion of one year of reading Torah and the start of a new cycle.

mailto:gofish4@comcast.net
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Adult Education
Soul Questions: An Exploration

Rabbi Toba Spitzer
Thursday mornings, 8 am – 9 am, beginning October 22

If we imagine the Torah as a telescope that our ancestors cre-
ated in order to search for signs of divinity in the Universe, what
do we see when we look through that lens? Is the idea of God a
comfort, a challenge, or perhaps irrelevant? Where and how do
we encounter the sacred in our own lives, and what would it
mean to take spiritual practice seriously? In this weekly class,
we will combine study of Jewish texts with practices for our day-
to-day lives to “reconstruct” a meaningful notion of God/liness,
whether we think of ourselves as believers or not. No previous
experience or presumed comfort with text study or spiritual prac-
tice necessary— just bring your doubts, your yearnings, and
your questions!

Exploring the Bible
Dr. Sanford Goldfless

Thursdays, starting October 1, 7:30 – 9:30 pm, ($15/session;
fee can be reduced to whatever you feel comfortable with)

60 Highland Street, Living Room
This class meets weekly from October through May, except

when other Dorshei Tzedek events are scheduled. Locations for
other dates to be determined.

In this class we’ll read together, in English, large selections from
the Jewish scriptures. We’ll aim at asking and trying to answer
some very basic – yet very deep – questions: “What sort of writ-
ings are these, after all? When, why, and by whom were they
written? How should we approach the reading of these texts so
that we can not only make the most sense out of them, but also
find some resonance in them with our own human situation?”
This class last year began with the Psalms and their poetry,
moved next to the Exodus, and then focused on a close reading
of the stories of Saul and David. To start the current year, our
focus will shift first to a different but highly important part of the
Bible – the three major collections of laws in the Torah. We’ll turn
to the ancient Law Code of Hammurapi to get a handle on what
sort of writings these are and we’ll talk about what “Torah” has
meant in the subsequent history of Judaism. Where in the Bible
we turn next will depend on you!
Sandy Goldfless has a PhD in biblical studies and Near Eastern
languages, religions and literature from Harvard University. He
has taught biblical Hebrew for adults and has led Bible study
groups in the Boston area for several years, including weekly
groups for the last two years at Dorshei Tzedek.

Does God Play Favorites? A Dialogue on Chosenness
with Dr. Joel Kaminsky

Thursday, October 29, 7:30 pm
60 Highland Street (no fee)

Chosenness, or God’s tendency to favor certain individuals or
groups over others, is a recurring biblical theme. Dr. Kaminsky
will explore the complexity of the idea of chosenness within the
Hebrew Bible in order to illuminate the importance of this idea not
only within the Bible but to Jewish theology more broadly. Rabbi
Toba Spitzer will offer a response from a Reconstructionist per-
spective, reflecting on Mordecai Kaplan’s argument that the tradi-
tional notion of Jewish chosenness is not “reconstructable.” How
do we as contemporary Jews approach the traditional notion of
Jewish “chosenness” today?
Dr. Joel Kaminsky teaches courses on the Hebrew Bible and on
ancient Judaism in the Religion Department at Smith College
where he also Co-Directs the Program in Jewish Studies. His
most recent book, Yet I Loved Jacob: Reclaiming the Biblical
Concept of Election (Abingdon Press, 2007) examines the idea of
chosenness in the Hebrew Bible, and explores how this central
and pervasive idea both unites and divides Jews and Christians.
Eco-Systems and Jewish Texts: A Creative Nexus

with Rabbi Natan Margalit
Thursday evenings, Nov. 5, 12 & 19, 7:30 - 9 pm

60 Highland Street
(free for members; $15/session for non-members)

Underlying our ecological crisis is a mode of thought that treats
the earth, oceans, animals, plants and even humans as if they
were machines, running predictably, logically, like “clockwork.”
This way of thinking has brought dramatic gains in the short run,
but forcing life into a straightjacket ultimately is a recipe for dis-
aster. In fact, all living systems: cells, swamps, neighborhoods --
and even some texts, are organized in complex, dynamic, non-
linear patterns. Understanding the old/new mode of thought
contained in Jewish texts can lead us to a more natural way of
thinking, one that reflects nature instead of strangling it, and un-
derstanding eco-systems can help us open up Jewish texts in a
new, enlivened perspective. Over these three sessions, we will
study examples of Rabbinic Midrash which focus on the rabbis’
ideas of truth as something which is not about mastery and con-
trol but rather about creativity and connectedness, as well as
excerpts from the Mishnah which demonstrate the holistic and
organic nature of the Rabbis’ thought. We will compare these
rabbinic texts with contemporary environmental writers such as
Michael Pollan, Wendell Berry and others.
Rabbi Natan Margalit has taught at Bard College, the Recon-
structionist Rabbinical College and at the Rabbinical School of
Hebrew College in Boston. He is currently Director of Oraita, a
program of continuing education for rabbis of Hebrew College.
Natan has written and taught for many years on Judaism and
the environment, innovative approaches to Jewish texts, Jewish
spirituality, gender and Judaism.

Stay tuned for Hebrew classes and Shabbat afternoon study!
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Shabbat Progr ams
Unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space: 60 Highland Street in the
Second Church of Newton, West Newton. Shabbat morning services are held weekly, starting at 9:45 am. Childcare
is provided every Shabbat morning.

All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service
September 11, (October 2 – Sukkot program), November 6, December 4

6 pm candle lighting and dinner, 6:45 pm service
Join us for this fun, musical erev Shabbat service. Once a month, we gather for a potluck vegetarian dinner, beginning
with candle lighting at 6 pm, followed by a musical, all-ages erev Shabbat service at 6:45 pm. Please bring a dairy/
vegetarian main dish or salad to share (enough for 15– 20 people). Drinks and dessert are provided.
On September 11, we will be especially welcoming prospective members, so tell your friends! Our Education Direc-
tor, Annette Lawson, will be on hand to answer questions about the religious school.

Shabbat Morning Torah Study
October 17, November 14, December 19

8:45 – 9:45 am
Once a month, we gather before Shabbat morning services to explore a variety of commentaries— traditional and
modern— on the weekly Torah portion. This study group is appropriate for Torah study regulars and for folks who don’t
know Genesis from Deuteronomy— just bring your questions, your interest, and your own cup of coffee or tea!

Shabbat Sing-Along
Saturday, September 12, 1 pm

CDT Sings invites all interested adults and teens to join us in the Ladies Parlor after Shabbat services at 1 pm on Sep-
tember 12 to learn easy songs and rounds for the High Holidays. The group will help lead these songs at services. No
music reading ability or previous choral experience is necessary; if you like to sing and can hold a pitch, come join us!

Shabbat Shuvah
September 26, 9:45 am

60 Highland Street
For the Shabbat of “turning”, which falls between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we will have a special chanting
and meditation service, along with a Torah discussion. Please join us for this contemplative service as we continue
our work of teshuvah, turning and returning, as part of the High Holydays season.

See page 5 for Sukkot Shabbat events

A Women’s Gathering: Preparing for the New Year
CDT Rosh Chodesh Group

September 15, 7-9 pm
60 Highland Street, West Newton

The celebration of the new month, Rosh Chodesh, has traditionally been an opportunity for women to gather and de-
velop their own spirituality and explore their lives as Jewish women. Each month, the CDT Rosh Chodesh group gath-
ers to participate in this monthly learning experience. As we approach the High Holydays and the new year, come join
the CDT Rosh Chodesh group in spiritually preparing for the month of Tishrei and the season of turning and returning.
Alison Lobron and Erica Streit-Kaplan are serving as co-coordinators of the group for 5770. If you want to learn
more, contact them at auderial@yahoo.com or ericastreitkaplan@yahoo.com.

mailto:auderial@yahoo.com
mailto:ericastreitkaplan@yahoo.com
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Nediv Lev
We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

General Fund
Deborah Albenberg & Audra Karp

Bonnie Alpert & Nathan Rome
In honor of Dan Rome’s 60th birthday

Barbara Beck
Thea Breite & Susan Moser

Amanda Darwin & Dana Cetlin
In memory of Isabelle Rosen, mother of Jonathan Weisberg

Louise Enoch & Alan Epstein
Lynda Goldberg & Joseph Bayes

Stacey & Bruce Gore
Carol Hemley

In memory of Isabelle Rosen, mother of Jonathan Weisberg
Lisa Schneier

In honor of Gina Fried, Laurie Goldman and Marc Steinberg
Theresa St. John Siegel & Steven Siegel

In honor of Marla Lichtman for her fine efforts to maintain sanity
in a chaotic world!

Erica Streit-Kaplan & James Kaplan
In memory of Juliet Phillips, mother of Miranda Phillips

Deborah Waber

Jill Volk Teacher Development Fund
In memory of CDT member Jill Volk, we have created the Jill
Volk Teacher Development Fund, which will provide scholar-
ships for teachers in the Dorshei Tzedek religious school to re-

ceive professional development and training. Jill was one of the
founders of our school and one of its first teachers. This fund
will allow her love of Judaism and Jewish learning to continue to
enrich our community.

Camp JRF Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

School Fund

Holy Books Fund

Building Fund
— — — — — —

Buy your books, electronics, and whatever else, and support
CDT at the same time! We are now an “Amazon Associate”:
When you click on the Amazon link on our CDT homepage
(www.dorsheitzedek.org), a portion of any purchase you make
will be contributed to Dorshei Tzedek.

— — — — — —
There are many ways to financially support Congregation Dor-
shei Tzedek: through contributions to the General Fund, or to
targeted funds such as the School or the Holy Book Funds. Do-
nations can also be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.
This fund is not part of the congregation’s operating expenses
and is administered solely by the rabbi. Monies in this fund are
used for tzedakah in the greater community, for special needs of
the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help pay for an adult
education program), and, most importantly, to help out congre-
gants in need. These additional contributions should also be
made out to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, but marked as in-
tended for the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

Kiddush Note: The complete kiddush and holiday assignment
schedule is available in the members’ calendar on our website.
When notified of your dates, please be sure to put them into
your personal calendars. The whole congregation counts on
your participation in kiddush and each assigned person is
needed and expected to show up.
Parents of students in 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grades, who help
out with B’nei Mitzvah kiddush, ushering and sanctuary clean-
up, can find their names listed on B’nei Mitzvah dates only.
Thanks for your help!— Marla Lichtman, Administrative Director

Calendar Notes
Events and services are held at The Second Church, 60 High-
land Street, West Newton, unless otherwise noted. Some
events are at FUSN, the First Unitarian Society, 1326 Washing-
ton Street, West Newton. During Rabbi Toba’s weekends off,
members of the congregation will lead services. Free childcare
is available during Shabbat morning services in room 112.
No Fragrances, Please: So that Dorshei Tzedek services and
events are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask
that people refrain from wearing fragrances (perfume, scented
oils, cologne, etc.) to all Dorshei Tzedek events. While pleasant to
some, these fragrances can cause illness to those who are chemi-
cally sensitive. Thank you for your understanding and flexibility.

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org
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September
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Sat Sep  5 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Erica Streit-Kaplan & James Kaplan - in honor

of Erica's birthday and our anniversary,
Marjorie Feld & Michael Fein; Rabbi Toba off

Fri Sep 11 6 pm All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service, Potluck and Open
House

Tania Mireles, Sivan Nasoff - in honor of
Sivan's birthday, Josette Akresh-Gonzales &

Michael Gonzales (see page 7)

Sat Sep 12 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Sam Cohen

Sanctuary Clean-up: Ezra Hausman, Susan
Moser (see page 4)

Sat Sep 12 8 pm -  10 pm Selichot Temple Hillel B’nai Torah, 120 Corey Street,
West Roxbury (see page 3)

Sun Sep 13 2 pm - 4 pm
Welcoming the High Holydays:
A Reconstructionist Approach

and Open House
60 Highland Street, West Newton (see page 3)

Tue Sep 15 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm Upper School classes begin:
Kitah Gimel - Vav

Tue Sep 15 6:15 pm - 8:30 pm Upper School classes begin:
Kitah Zayin and BaDerech

Tue Sep 15 7 pm - 9 pm Rosh Chodesh 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 7)

Fri Sep 18 8 pm Erev Rosh Hashanah Gann Academy (see page 3)

Sat Sep 19 9:30 am Rosh Hashanah Gann Academy

Sun Sep 20 10 am Rosh Hashanah Gann Academy

Fri Sep 25 6 pm - 8:30 pm Lower School Family Shabbat Dinner and Program FUSN: Head Start Room

Sat Sep 26 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Shuvah Morning Service Elaine Pollack, Jerry Zolit, Barbara Beck,
Cindy Shulak-Rome (see page 7)

Sat Sep 26 10 am - 12 pm Lower School classes begin

Sun Sep 27 after 10:15 am Sukkah building
Danielle Klainberg & Mark Rosenberg - in

memory of Hart Rosenberg, Kenny Breuer &
Rochelle Hahn, David Shumsky, Mark Farber,

Jeff Sacks; FUSN (see page 5)

Sun Sep 27 6:15 pm Kol Nidre Gann Academy (see page 3)

Mon Sep 28 9:30 am Yom Kippur Gann Academy
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October
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Thu Oct  1 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Exploring the Bible with Dr. Sanford Goldfless 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 6)

Fri Oct  2 5 pm - 8 pm All-ages Erev Shabbat, Potluck,
and Sukkot Service

Set-up: Ilana Mainelli, Tania Mireles, Rebecca
Gutman, Michael Gonzales, Ben Newman &
Sarah Hartman; Clean-up: Elizabeth Carver,
Liz Reisberg, Reinhard Engels, Hankus Net-
sky, Emily Shumsky, Amy Dain (see page 5)

Sat Oct  3 9:45 am - 12 pm Sukkot Shabbat Morning Service Tom Brown, Ricky Greenly, Elena Eisman,
Alan Epstein (see page 5)

Sat Oct  3 5 pm Sukkot and Havdallah on the Water at the Fisher-Gomberg home (see page 5)

Thu Oct  8 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Exploring the Bible with Dr. Sanford Goldfless location TBA (see page 6)

Sat Oct 10 9:45 am - 12 pm Sukkot Shabbat Morning Service Paul & Julie Fox, Barbara Beck, Audra Karp
(see page 5)

Sat Oct 10 7 pm - 9 pm Simchat Torah
Doug Hersh, Helaine & John Carroll, Jamie

Tessler - in memory of Jeffrey Segal
(see page 5)

Sun Oct 11 2 pm - 4 pm Kitah Zayin Family Education FUSN: Headstart Room

Thu Oct 15 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Exploring the Bible with Dr. Sanford Goldfless location TBA (see page 6)

Sat Oct 17 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bat and Bar Mitzvah of Hannah and Zach Pittel

Sanctuary Clean-up: Diana Fisher Gomberg,
Paul Hattis; Set-up: Melanie Adler & Andy
Cohen, Susan Silberberg-Robinson & Tom

Robinson, Ami Gordon, Benita Danzing;
Clean-up: Laura & Joel Katz, Annie Weiss &

David Cash, Sandy Sedacca & Sherwood Ives

Sun Oct 18 9 am - 4 pm Board Meeting - All day offsite retreat

Mon Oct 19 7:30 pm - 9 pm Rosh Chodesh 60 Highland Street: Living Room

Thu Oct 22 8 am - 9 am Soul Questions: An Exploration
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)

Sat Oct 24 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Amy Brodesky & Rex Flynn, Carole Slipowitz,
Rob Saper

Thu Oct 29 8 am - 9 am Soul Questions: An Exploration
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)

Thu Oct 29 7:30 pm Does God Play Favorites? A Dialogue on
Chosenness, with Dr. Joel Kaminsky 60 Highland Street (see page 6)

Sat Oct 31 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Jen Levine-Fried - in memory of Jonathan

Levine, Ellen Pashall, Wendy Gedanken - in
memory of Irving Gedanken, Ora Gladstone

Rabbi Toba off
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Gateways: Jewish Education
for Special Needs Children

Gateways has room for new students with a special need or dis-
ability for the 2009-2010 school years in our Jewish Education
Supplemental Programs. Students in these programs have
moderate to severe special educational needs, such as devel-
opmental delays, hearing and/or visual impairments, autism
spectrum disorder, and cerebral palsy.
Children learn about Jewish holidays, customs and traditions,
mitzvot and Bible stories. Gateways teaches students using a
highly structured, multi-sensory, multi-modal approach. We pro-
vide multi-sensory Hebrew education (ages 4-18), two-year B’nei
Mitzvah preparation (ages 11-14), and the Mitzvah Mensches
Class (ages 13-18) that includes advanced prayer study, conver-
sational Hebrew and an imbedded social skills curriculum options.
For more information, contact Nancy Mager at
nancym@jgateways.org or 617-630-9010, ext. 4.

— — — — — —
Rashi School Welcomes New CDT Students

The Rashi School welcomes Dorshei Tzedek members who will
be joining the school kehillah (community) this fall. They are first
grader David Kramer-Fried and fourth graders Sara Kramer-
Fried and Julian Sofer. At Rashi, the children will benefit from
an educational program that features strong academic content
with integrated general and Judaic studies, the development of

individual voices and a deep commitment to social justice, and
talented teachers who challenge and inspire each child.
Rashi invites preschoolers and their parents to attend the first
Curious Minds program of the year, on Thursday, September
24, at 1:30 pm at Rashi. This free program for 3-5 year olds will
focus on the fall Jewish holidays. A craft activity and healthy
snack are included. Rashi is located at 15 Walnut Park, Newton;
attendees should park in the Jackson Road lot. For more infor-
mation or to RSVP, contact Anne Puchkoff at 617-969-4444 x
226 or apuchkoff@rashi.org.

— — — — — —
Join the Synagogue Council of Massachusetts in

these Exciting Events!
• Bus Tour of Jewish Boston with Ellen Smith, Historian. Sun-
day, September 13 from 12:30 - 6 pm.
• “ Path of the Spirit: An African American Rabbi’s Jewish
Journey”  featuring Rabbi Capers Funnye, spiritual leader of
Chicago’s Beth Shalom Bnai Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew Congre-
gation. Wednesday, October 28, 7:30 pm at Congregation
Mishkan Tefila in Chestnut Hill.
• Unity Mission to NYC: a journey of transformation through
Judaism’s major institutions of higher learning, Sunday & Mon-
day, November 15 & 16.
For details, visit www.synagoguecouncil.org or call
617.244.6506.

mailto:nancym@jgateways.org
mailto:apuchkoff@rashi.org
http://www.synagoguecouncil.org


Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland Street

West Newton, MA 02465

Dorshei Tzedek Mission Statement
Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist Congregation dedi-
cated to creating a caring and inclusive community, and to
enhancing Jewish practice and learning in the lives of our
members. “Dorshei Tzedek” means “seekers of justice,”
and as our name implies, we are seekers: of meaningful
spirituality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social justice.
Consistent with Reconstructionist philosophy, we are
committed to seriously engaging with Jewish tradition,
challenging that tradition, where need be, and building on
the tradition in creative ways. We do this in order to en-
hance our own lives as contemporary Jews and to per-
petuate our bond— and our children’s bond— to our heri-
tage. We view education for ourselves and our children
as fundamental to Jewish life.
We are a participatory congregation, encouraging all of
our members to take an active role in some aspect of our
congregational life. Our rabbi is our partner in this en-
deavor, and is both teacher and participant in our com-
munity. We value diversity in our congregation, and wel-
come all those who share our commitments.
Finally, we affirm the concept of mitzvah as obligation,
acting on our Jewish values through deeds of tzedek
(social justice) and gemilut chasadim (loving kindness),
both within our congregation and in the larger community.

Dorshei Tzedek Officers, Board, Committee Chairs, and Staff
Executive Committee     President: Paul Hattis

Past President: Marc Steinberg
VP Membership: Susannah Zisk
VP Finance: Michael Cohen
VP Education: Sheree Galpert
Secretary: Peter Katz
Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Board Chairs Communications: Theresa St-John Siegel
Finance Secretary: Sivan Nasoff
Membership: Lisa Port White
Leadership Development: Esther Kohn
Newsletter: Dan Halbert
Ritual: Cindy Marshall
School: Betsy Hinden and Lisa Samelson
Tikkun Olam: Alex Sugerman-Brozan
Member-at-large: Dan Rome
Member-at-large: Janice Cole

Off-Board Chairs Chesed: Pamela Schoenberg Reider and
Lisa Goodwin-Robbins

Nediv Lev: Jeff Sacks
Rabbinic Liaison: Ora Gladstone
Space Liaison: Josh Lieberman
Website: Stan Fleischman

Education Director Annette Lawson

Administrative Director Marla Lichtman


