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President’s Column
Marc Steinberg, president@dorsheitzedek.org

As my third and final year as President of Dorshei Tzedek draws
to a close, I have a last opportunity to write to you as one of the
community leaders before I cede this space permanently to our
incoming President Paul Hattis. I’ll use the space to look back-
wards and forwards, and also to reflect on the nature of leader-
ship.
When I first stepped into the presidential role in the summer of
2006, it was in the context of some urgency: for the first time in
our history, membership had stopped its upward trajectory and
had remained flat for a few years. The budget— always a deli-
cate balancing act— was becoming constrained. We were in the
middle of a prolonged strategic planning process, engaged in a
pivotal conversation about growth, intimacy, and community re-
sources. Both as a leadership group and as a community, we
made some difficult decisions at the end of that year: we passed
a strategic plan that called for explicitly reinstating growth as a
community value and future pathway, we made some painful
cuts to the budget, and we acknowledged that our appetite for
programming was outpacing the ability of our staff (both paid
and volunteer) to deliver.
Those changes set the table for the following two years, during
which we have seen membership resume an upward climb,
budget-neutral activities resulting in no deficits, and a slow ex-
pansion of paid staff to help us realize our communal goals.
More specifically:
• Growth: Although we will not meet our aspirational strategic

goal of 200 households in three years, we may well do it in
five— we’re now at 175 households. I attribute this turn-
around to renewed emphasis on word-of-mouth, general
publicity and marketing, and better web presence. I’ll be
leaving out many people by thanking only a few, but none-
theless I want to thank Ellie Goldberg, Laya Steinberg,
Susannah Zisk, and Stan Fleischman for their early and
key contributions in this area.

• Finance: Cautious concern, sensible budgeting, and an out-
standing communal effort to participate in the annual Nediv
Lev campaigns have allowed us to avoid running deficits in
previous years. I’m hopeful that this year’s Nediv Lev cam-
paign will be as fruitful as those of previous years, but given
the more challenging economic times we now find our-
selves enduring, the cash reserves we worked to maintain

over the previous years now represent an important com-
munity safeguard. I’d like to thank Mark Farber and Peter
Hess for their guidance and careful stewardship.

• Staff expansion: We have made some overdue adjustments
to our paid staff to help keep pace with our evolving needs,
both at the community and volunteer levels. These adjust-
ments include additional administrative support for our Ad-
ministrative Director Marla Lichtman, paid High Holyday
programming coordination, and our new Education Director
Annette Lawson. Resources permitting, we will continue to
make changes to keep pace with our needs so that our staff
does not become overwhelmed.

In addition to the general business of running the community, I
want to call attention to some of the other major community de-
velopments that have taken place over the last few years:
• We relocated our High Holydays events from the Schechter

gym to the Gann Academy cafeteria. Although going from a
gym to a cafeteria maybe doesn’t sound so great, those of
you who have been in the Gann space— and especially
those of you who remember Schechter— will agree that
we’ve made a major improvement.

• Last year our congregation went on its first-ever trip to Is-
rael led by Rabbi Toba. We had a good-sized group and
the reports back were great to hear.

• Over the last two years, we have been engaged in some
thoughtful discussion (initially facilitated by Minna Brom-
berg, our rabbinic intern last year) around what it means to
be a person who is not Jewish and is part of CDT, resulting
most recently in a comprehensive document authored by
the Ritual Committee to help clarify some of the particulars.
There’s more discussion and education to be done around
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High Holyday Sermons: The talks that have been delivered at
various High Holiday Services by Rabbi Toba Spitzer are avail-
able on the CDT website at www.dorsheitzedek.org/divrei. In
addition, CDT members’ “Jewish Journey” talks are available in
the “Members Only” section. Also of interest, see Divrei Torah
Pages on the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation Web site of
more than 100 Reconstructionist Divrei Torah available for
online reading.

Contacting Rabbi Toba: Rabbi Toba does not have regular
office hours but is available to talk about any spiritual, religious,
or personal issues that you might want to discuss. You can con-
tact her at rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or 617.965.0330 x2. If she
is unavailable, there will be a rabbi on-call in case of emer-
gency. The rabbi’s voice-mail will have information on how to
reach the on-call rabbi.

(Continued from page 1)
this topic, but I’m very pleased that we’ve begun to engage
around this as a community.

• Beginning last year, the Torah of Chesed group formed to
begin a path of study, reflection, and investigation into what
Chesed— acts of kindness— can and should mean for the
Dorshei Tzedek community. As many of you saw at the last
Membership meeting, the Torah of Chesed scope is slowly
widening as the group looks into several different areas in-
cluding parenting, death and dying, hidden needs, and oth-
ers.

Finally, I’d like to offer a few words about leadership. This year,
a selected group of members came together to participate in the
LDI leadership development program supported by CJP. This
process is ongoing— our spring retreat is coming up on May 4-
5— and is expected to bear some interesting fruit over the re-
mainder of this year and on into the future. One of my take-
aways from the various materials we’ve been introduced to is
that a successful and sustainable volunteer organization needs
both a steady supply of people willing to volunteer and a set of
underlying systems and structures designed to support the vol-
unteers— in other words, people who decide to step up gener-
ally need to understand what they’re agreeing to do, they need
to know how to do it, and they need information about past lo-
gistics and plans. Without these supporting structures, many
volunteers become frustrated, some become disinclined to con-
tinue, and virtually all must expend too much energy on re-
peated and basic organizing tasks.
I’d like to suggest to you that although Dorshei Tzedek occa-
sionally has challenges finding volunteers to participate in lead-
ership roles, the underlying cause is not the oft-heard refrain
that we’re busy overcommitted people with no spare time. Al-
though that is of course often true, it’s equally true that many of
us do find the time and energy to volunteer, but that we are then
quickly stymied by a lack of organizational structure that
reaches through nearly every dimension of our shul. If we work
to create appropriate organizational structures and systems, I
believe that we will reduce or even remove these volunteer bar-
riers and in doing so we will pave the way for sustainable com-
munity leadership and we will also ease the organizational tran-
sition that is associated with continued growth.
I have been privileged to serve with Rabbi Toba as well as a
fantastic group of leaders on all three Boards and Executive
Boards, and I am deeply grateful to them and to the community
for placing its trust in me these past few years. I have enjoyed
my time and opportunity immensely, I hope that I’ve been able
to help lead the shul in some constructive new directions, and I
thank you for your willingness to have come along for the ride.
Peace Out,
Marc Steinberg

Members’ Meeting
Sunday, May 3t, 60 Highland Street

5:30 Pizza dinner, 6:15-8:15 meeting (childcare provided)
Please join us for the final Members’ Meeting of 5769. At this
meeting we will be thanking all of our current and outgoing
Board members. We especially invite you to help us honor Marc
Steinberg, who is completing his distinguished and productive
3-year term as CDT President. We will also be electing our new
Board, and voting on the 2009-2010 congregational budget.
This meeting will also be an opportunity to get updates and give
input on important congregational initiatives, including the Torah
of Chesed, Food Matters, and the work of our Leadership Devel-
opment Institute team. We hope that at least one member of
every CDT household will be able to join us!

A note from Marla Lichtman, our Administrative Director:
Please take a moment now to update your address books to
reflect the change in my email address. From this point forward,
please send email to me at admindirector@dorsheitzedek.org.
Thanks!— Marla

CDT Goes to Fenway!
Sunday, June 7

Announcing the 2nd Annual CDT at Fenway event! Jeff Gold-
man has been able to secure a block of Right Field Box seats
for the Red Sox vs. Texas Rangers game on Sunday, June 7,
and is offering them for sale to CDT members. Due to the ex-
pected high demand, ticket sales will be limited to 2 tickets per
family. Tickets are $50 each, plus $3 per order for handling
($103 for 2 tickets). If you are interested, please email Bruce
Miller at perrystop@rcn.com or call at 617.332.2505. The
Farmer’s Almanac predicts June 7 as sunny, highs in the 70’s!
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Shabbat  Unplugged
May 8 - 9

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel called Shabbat a “palace in time.” So welcome to the palace! Shabbat is
an opportunity to step away from the busyness and overwhelm of daily life, to “unplug” from all those
things that keep us chained to work, anxiety, and an unhealthy relationship to time. Shabbat Unplugged
is a Shabbat that we dedicate to “unplugging” from things like work, computers and cell phones, doing er-
rands, etc., and “plugging into” community and special Shabbat activities.

To unplug: Go to www.dorsheitzedek.org and click on “Shabbat Unplugged” (members only). There, you can make
your very own Shabbat Unplugged pledge— to “unplug” from shopping, your e-mail or cell phone, watching TV, going
to work, doing laundry, or whatever you’d like! There’s a page for adults and a page for kids.

To plug in:
Gather with Fellow CDT Members for Shabbat Dinner

Erev Shabbat, Friday, May 8

We hope CDT members will join one another for erev Shabbat dinner to usher in Shabbat
Unplugged. So far, we have a few dinners organized (see below), and hope there are folks
who would like to organize some more! You can RSVP to one of these dinners directly, or
let Theresa St John-Siegel know if you’d like to host a neighborhood or other type of dinner:

Learners’ Shabbat with Rabbinic Intern Julia Appel, at the home of Steve Siegel and
Theresa St. John-Siegel: Would you like to feel a bit more comfortable with the Friday
night blessings? Want to learn some songs and ideas to liven up your Shabbat table? Then
join us! Please RSVP to tmstsiegel@gmail.com if you would like to attend.

Shabbat Dinner for “ CDT Sages”  (aged 60+), at the home of Jackie and Stan Fleischman. RSVP to stanf@rcn.
com if you would like to attend.

Jamaica Plain/Roslindale Neighborhood Shabbat dinner, at the home of Stacey Chacker: Please bring a warm
sweater and enjoy dinner out of doors. RSVP to chacsjc@aol.com if you would like to attend.

Please e-mail Theresa St. John-Siegel (tmstsiegel@gmail.com) If you are interested in attending a dinner at some-
one’s home or would like to organize one of your own.

Shabbat Morning Study and Services
Saturday, May 9, 60 Highland Street

8:45 am, Torah Study with Rabbi Toba: We will study texts on the implications of Shabbat for our world today. Bring
your own coffee or tea, no previous Torah study experience necessary!

9:45 am, Shabbat morning services: Join us for a musical, participatory Shabbat experience! During the Torah ser-
vice, we will be honoring our high school seniors, marking the yarzheit of Jill Volk, and thanking our rabbinic intern,
Julia Appel, for her service to us this year. A special Kiddush lunch follows services!

10:45 am, Teeny-Tiny Tot Shabbat, Tot Shabbat & Junior Congregation: For kids aged 0-5 and their parents, and
kids in grades 3-6.

(Shabbat Unplugged Afternoon and Evening Activities continued on next page)

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:tmstsiegel@gmail.com
mailto:chacsjc@aol.com
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(Shabbat Unplugged, continued from page 3)

Shabbat Afternoon
You can join in:
Poetry Reading with Andrew Sofer, at 60 Highland Street in the Parlor, following services and kiddush: Bring a favor-
ite poem to read or recite, or select one from a poetry book to share.

Wildflower Walk, 1 pm: Blue Hills Reservation Milton, MA; Ages 12 and up. (www.friendsofthebluehills.org/calendar.
html).

Gardening with a Friend: Pair up with fellow CDT'ers and plan to spend 1-2 hours to help
each other with spring-time gardening tasks i.e. planting flowers, mulching beds, setting up a
compost site, etc. Contact the Gardening Match Maker at tmstsiegel@gmail.com if you need
help finding a gardening buddy for the day.

Garden Party at Laurie Gould’s, 2 pm: Join Laurie for cookies & kibitzing in her small-ish,
urban-ish garden to talk about how you might get started growing a few veggies or fruits (she’s
been doing so for about a dozen years), or just chat about plants or compost or whatever. Did I
mention cookies? Contact Laurie for directions and more info, lgould@vivaconsult.com.

Or you can:
Take a nap
Go for a walk with some CDT friends
Read a good book
Go for a bike ride
Hang out with your family
Do nothing at all

Motzei Shabbat, Saturday Evening
60 Highland Street, Sanctuary

New Orleans Slide Show, 8:15 pm: Come to see slides of the CDT’s recent service trip to New Orleans and partici-
pate in a discussion afterward about the trip. At approximately 9 pm, we will have CDT Movie Night, and will be
watching the final segment of Spike Lee’s 2006 epic documentary “When the Levees Broke”. This film utilizes inter-
views, news footage and amateur video to give meaningful voice to the people who were left behind and touches on
the politics and policies that contributed to the devastation. It is suitable for kids aged 13 and up.

If you have an idea for Shabbat Unplugged and would like to organize something, please let Theresa know as
soon as possible, at tmstsiegel@gmail.com.

Adult Education & Contemplation: Meditation in
the Morning: Tikkun Middot

with Rabbi Toba Spitzer
Thursday mornings, 8 – 9 am, 60 Highland Street

Through May 28, our weekly session will focus on the cultivation of
middot, qualities, like patience generosity, order, humility, and en-
thusiasm, in order to live fuller, more balanced lives. Whether you
have been attending up to this point or want to begin now, please
join us! Please bring with you a copy of Alan Morinis’ book
Everyday Holiness: The Jewish Spiritual Path of Mussar.

Rosh Chodesh Sivan Gathering
7 – 9 pm, Tuesday, May 26, Parlor, 60 Highland Street

Join us for this month’s Congregation Dorshei Tzedek Rosh
Chodesh. The month of Sivan is a month of revelation, including
the holiday of Shavuot. We will celebrate the new moon of Sivan
in a gathering led by Sarah Hartman, with Rabbinic Intern Julia
Appel. Using song, conversation, and crafts, we will explore the
kabbalistic meaning of and set intention for the new month. All
CDT women are invited.

http://www.friendsofthebluehills.org/calendar.
mailto:tmstsiegel@gmail.com
mailto:lgould@vivaconsult.com
mailto:tmstsiegel@gmail.com
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Shavuot
Erev Shabbat Service & Tikkun Leil Shavuot

Friday, May 29
8 pm Erev Shabbat service,

9 pm - midnight Tikkun Leil Shavuot
60 Highland Street

 Shavuot, the “Festival of Weeks” that falls seven weeks
after Passover, is the celebration of receiving Torah. Just as
on Pesach we recount and re-experience the Exodus from
Egypt, on Shavuot we imagine ourselves re-living the mythi-
cal moment at Mount Sinai. To celebrate Shavuot this year,
we will be joining with Reconstructionist congregations
Temple Hillel Bnai Torah and Shir Hadash for a “Tikkun Leil
Shavuot,” a study session into the wee hours of the night
(traditionally, these go all night, but we’ll try to make it to
midnight!). We’ll begin with an erev Shabbat/Shavuot ser-
vice at 8 pm, followed by a tasty Oneg and then study be-
ginning at 9 pm. Our very own Cindy Rivka Marshall will be
leading a workshop on creating one’s own midrash (creative
re-telling of Torah stories), and there will be other great
learning as well! Please bring a dessert to share - dairy
goodies are traditional for Shavuot. (Please note that Sha-
vuot begins Thursday evening, May 28, and we’ll be cele-
brating the evening of the second day.)

Second Day of Shavuot
Shabbat morning, May 30

9:45 am; Yizkor at approximately 11:45 am
 On May 30, we will be celebrating the Shavuot holiday
along with the bat mitzvah of Risa Paley-Zimble. This ser-
vice includes the joyous Hallel songs, as well as the Yizkor
remembrance service (it is customary to light a yizkor can-
dle the evening before, in memory of deceased family mem-
bers).

Shabbat Progr ams
Unless otherwise noted, all Shabbat programs are held at the Dorshei
Tzedek prayer space: 60 Highland Street in the Second Church of New-
ton, West Newton. Shabbat morning services are held weekly, starting at
9:45 am.

All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service
Kitah Dalet Siyyum

All-ages erev Shabbat service, May 1, 6 pm
Unlike our usual monthly all-ages erev Shabbat service,
there will be no potluck this month. Instead, please join
us at 6:00 pm as Kitah Dalet, our 4th graders, co-lead the
service with Rabbi Toba! Oneg Shabbat follows services.

All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service
June 5: 6 pm candle lighting and dinner, 6:45 pm service

Join us for this fun, musical erev Shabbat service. Once a
month, we gather for a potluck vegetarian dinner, beginning
with candle lighting at 6 pm, followed by a musical, all-ages
erev Shabbat service at 6:45 pm. Please bring a vegetarian/
dairy main dish or salad to share (enough for 12– 15 peo-
ple). Drinks and dessert are provided.

Tot Shabbat
May 9, June 13 (at the CDT Retreat), 10:45 am – 11:30 am
Tot Shabbat is a monthly program, run by parents, for chil-
dren aged 3-5 and their parents. Join us for singing, fun ac-
tivities, and celebrating holidays (and of course, a snack!).
Please contact Jodi Sugerman-Brozan at jodi@ace-ej.
orgwith any questions.

Teeny-Tiny Tot Shabbat
May 9, June 13 (at the CDT Retreat), 10:45 am – 11:30 am
For the youngest members of our community and their par-
ents! If you have a child aged 0– 2, please join us for this
monthly Shabbat celebration including songs, games, crafts
and snacks. For more information, please contact Alison
Lobron at auderial@yahoo.com.

Junior Congregation
May 9, 10:45 – noon

This is an awesomely fun, participatory service for third
through sixth graders, (run by the one and only Elana
Rome). Spend a special Shabbat morning with your friends,
or make some new ones! We’ll enjoy our own kiddush after
the service.

Kitah Hay Siyyum
Shabbat morning, May 16, 9:45 am

 Please join Kitah Hay, our 5th grade class, as they co-lead
the Shabbat morning shacharit service!

mailto:auderial@yahoo.com
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Bar  Mitzvah of  Max Gordon
Please join us on May 2 as our son Max Gordon is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Max is in seventh grade at
F.A. Day Middle School. Max has two passions in his life. One is playing ice hockey as a goalie and the other is play-
ing his electric guitar. He also plays the trumpet and the drums but not all at once. For Max's tikkun olam project he
has played guitar music once a month during the past year at a family shelter in Waltham, MA for children's birthday
parties with an organization called Birthday Wishes. We hope you join us for services (with some acoustic guitar play-
ing from Max) followed by a Kiddush lunch at Dorshei Tzedek.— Ami and Jonathan Gordon

Bat  Mitzvah of  Risa  Paley-Zimble
Please join us on May 30, when Risa is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah. Risa is a seventh grade student at King
Open in Cambridge. She enjoys playing the fiddle, rock climbing, and even Chinese dancing. Like her mother, she’s
committed herself to social action, and has for many years been active in a local Roots and Shoots chapter. Calling
themselves Sprouts of Hope, she and many of her friends are in the midst of a campaign to replace all the polystyrene
lunch trays with biodegradable ones in the Cambridge public schools. But their sustainable outlook led them to also
organize with Cambridge’s public works department to collect compostable trash from the cafeteria, because it didn’t
make sense to have biodegradable lunch trays if they were only going to be thrown out in the “regular” trash. We and
Davin are excited to share this day with Dorshei Tzedek and hope you can join us for Kiddush with good food and
Klezmer music. — Mark Paley

Ask Lisa Dee!
Lisa Dee Port White, ldpw@rcn.com

Dear Lisa Dee,
I would like to get called up to the Torah for an Aliyah, as I’m celebrat-
ing my son’s upcoming graduation. The problem is, I’ve never done
this before, and I’m not sure what to do. Do I need to wear a tallit? A
kippa? Where do I stand? Tell me all!
Signed,
Confused on the Bimah
Dear Confused,
Mazel Tov on your son’s upcoming graduation! I think it is great to
mark this kind of transition with a blessing— and an aliyah is a perfect
way to do it.
You will need to wear a tallit— if you don’t have your own, there are
baskets of them by the siddurim and we also keep one up on the bi-
mah in case someone needs one. In terms of wearing a kippa--I do
see women wearing tallit without a kippa, but not men. At CDT, we
encourage folks coming up to the bimah to wear a kippah. Personally,
I wear a kippa almost any time I’m doing something Jewishy.
In terms of the tachlis (how things get done), it might be helpful to let
the rabbi or whomever else is leading the Torah service know you’d
like an aliyah. I’ve been known to yell out to the hander-out of aliyot
when I want/need one, but that is not really necessary. Usually people
just hold their hands up to indicate they want one. If for some reason
you haven’t been able to snag an aliyah, it is permissible to ask some-
one who did get one if you can go up, too. If there is a bar or bat mitz-
vah going on, there will be an open aliyah for the congregation and
that is when you would go up.

For the aliyah, you will be called up by the number of the aliyah—
these are called out in Hebrew, but the service leader will say, “for the
n-th aliyah” which should clue you in if you have lost count. The ser-
vice leader will ask for your Hebrew name— your name followed by bat
(if you are or identify as a woman) or ben (if you are or identify as a
man) and then your parents’ Hebrew names. If you have chosen Juda-
ism, sometimes people use Abraham and Sarah as the parents’
names.
You will stand to the right of the Torah scroll. Someone will hand you a
copy of the blessing, written in both Hebrew and as transliteration. If
you are in a group, you, or one of the group members will be asked to
touch the scroll with a tallit (it is then customary to kiss the tallit). The
reader or service leader will close the scroll while the blessing is
chanted. After you have chanted the blessing, the reader will begin to
read from the Torah. You may be asked to hold the scroll to help keep
it open. If the reader is reading from a book and not the scroll, you
may be asked if you would like to follow along. If you are uncomfort-
able with that, someone else will do it— but it’s really cool and if you
haven’t been up close and personal with a Torah, this will be your
chance. In fact, I’m guessing you will be so enthralled that you will
want to learn how to do it yourself.
After the reader has finished, you will again touch the scroll with your
tallit at the place the reader stopped and kiss it. The scroll will be rolled
shut and you say the concluding part of the blessing. Sometimes you
will get your special blessing from the rabbi or service leader right
then, sometimes at the end of the next reading. The service leader will
tell you what to do, to stay there for the blessing or to stand to the left
of the Torah table (but stay close!), while the next person comes up to
read.
Easy peasy!

mailto:ldpw@rcn.com
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Nediv Lev
We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

General Fund

Barbara Beck
In memory of Kenneth Reid

Diane Becker
Amy Bermar

In memory of Bert Bermar

Matilda & Ed Bruckner
In memory of Mary Tomaryn

Polly Crozier & Jessica Keimowitz
In honor of the birth of Jordana Rachel Kaplan-Tanchel

Diana & Richard Fisher-Gomberg
Jennifer Levine-Fried & Matthew Fried

In honor of Ava Levine-Fried’s birth and naming

Lauren Gibbs
In honor of the memory of A. “Roger” Tarnapoll
In honor of the tenth yahrzeit of Nancy B. Wyner

In memory of Bob Graf
In memory of Lesley Chapman

Sarah Hartman & Ben Newman
Carol Hemley

Steffi & Eric Karp
In honor of the birth of Jordana Rachel, daughter of Susie Tanchel &

Jen Kaplan
In memory of the sister of Dorshei Tzedek member Caren E. Smith

Barry Ingber
Elaine Landes & David Felson

Mei See Law-Sandson
Susan Manheim & Andrew Schiff

In memory of Charles Manheim

Ruth Paris & Rob Saper
In honor of the High School graduation of Shoshi Paris-Saper and all

current CDT high school seniors

Linda Schiller & Steve Robins
In memory of Connie Martin, Zayde & Myron

Cindy Shulak Rome & Dan Rome
In memory of Abraham Tarnapoll, Annette Lawson’s father

In memory of Caren Smith’s sister, Lynne Austin
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Jack Lewis

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Sophia Aronow
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Rosalyn Aronow

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Max Gordon

Bonnie Tenneriello & Andrew Sofer
In loving memory of Paul Sofer

In gratitude to Rabbi Toba and the congregation for their support

 Jo Ann Share & Rochelle Weichman
In memory of Howard Stone & Lottie Kluner

Barbara Shatkin & Andy Littman
In memory of Toby Shatkin

Carol Sklar
 In honor of Julia Sklar’s graduation from Prozdor

Emily Sper
With thanks to Gina Fried and Rabbi Toba

Chagit Steiner & Thomas Brown

Jill Volk Teacher Development Fund
On May 15, 2008 we marked the first yarzheit of CDT member Jill
Volk. In her memory, we have created the Jill Volk Teacher Develop-
ment Fund, which will provide scholarships for teachers in the Dorshei
Tzedek religious school to receive professional development and train-
ing. Jill was one of the founders of and first teachers in our school, and
this fund will allow her love of Judaism and Jewish learning to continue
to enrich our community. Donations to the fund should be made out to
‘Congregation Dorshei Tzedek,’ and noted for the fund. All donations
to CDT received last year in memory of Jill have been deposited into
this fund.

Isabel Snyder
In honor of my Bat Mitzvah and to thank and honor all of my teachers

at CDT: Miranda Phillips, Rachel Gutter, Lesley Chapman, AdAm
Mayer-Deutsch, Hillary Pinsker & Cindy Shulak-Rome

Camp JRF Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Deborah Blicher & Peter Dain
In honor of Rabbi Toba’s presence at the mikvah of our children Kris-

tina (Chasya Dain) & Maxim (Machseiya Dain)

School Fund

Holy Books Fund

Building Fund
— — — — — —

Buy your books, electronics, and whatever else, and support CDT at the
same time! We are now an “Amazon Associate”: When you click on the
Amazon link on our CDT homepage (www.dorsheitzedek.org), a portion
of any purchase you make will be contributed to Dorshei Tzedek.
There are many ways to financially support Congregation Dorshei
Tzedek: through contributions to the General Fund, or to targeted
funds such as the School or the Holy Book Funds. Donations can also
be made to the Rabbi s Discretionary Fund. This fund is not part of the
congregation’s operating expenses and is administered solely by the
rabbi. Monies in this fund are used for tzedakah in the greater commu-
nity, for special needs of the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help
pay for an adult education program), and, most importantly, to help out
congregants in need. These additional contributions should also be
made out to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, but marked as intended for
the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org
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Kiddush Note: The complete kiddush and holiday assignment
schedule is available in the members’ calendar on our website.
When notified of your dates, please be sure to put them into
your personal calendars. The whole congregation counts on
your participation in kiddush and each assigned person is
needed and expected to show up.
Parents of students in 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grades, who help
out with B’nei Mitzvah kiddush, ushering and sanctuary clean-
up, can find their names listed on B’nei Mitzvah dates only.
Thanks for your help!— Marla Lichtman, Administrative Director

Calendar Notes
Events and services are held at The Second Church, 60 High-
land Street, West Newton, unless otherwise noted. Some
events are at FUSN, the First Unitarian Society, 1326 Washing-
ton Street, West Newton. During Rabbi Toba’s weekends off,
members of the congregation will lead services. Free childcare
is available during Shabbat morning services in room 112.
No Fragrances, Please: So that Dorshei Tzedek services and
events are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask
that people refrain from wearing fragrances (perfume, scented
oils, cologne, etc.) to all Dorshei Tzedek events. While pleasant to
some, these fragrances can cause illness to those who are chemi-
cally sensitive. Thank you for your understanding and flexibility.

Religious School News
The students of the Religious School have been busy all spring
with different aspects of the synagogue’s Food Matters program.
For Purim, all the students learned about the mitzvah of mish-
loach manot, the tradition of sending gifts of food to friends and
neighbors. Students wrote Purim cards, decorated gift bags,
baked hamentaschen and donated other treats to create mish-
loach manot bags. The bags were delivered to our “neighbors”,
the residents of the Golda Meir house, a residence for seniors
here in West Newton, to enjoy for Purim.
Kitah Vav, our sixth graders, has been working with Family Ta-
ble, the kosher food pantry program run by Jewish Family and
Children’s Service. Thanks to Kitah Vav’s efforts, CDT is now a
collection site for Family Table. A special kol hakavod (nice job!)
to Vav student Celia Gittleman, who asked all the guests at her
family’s seder to bring a canned food item for Family Table.
Celia returned to school after Passover with bags of food do-
nated by her seder guests for Family Table.
The students of Kitah Gimmel, our third graders, went on a field
trip in April to Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA. The farm is an
educational facility of Heifer International, the program the class
is raising funds for as their Food Matters project. At the farm,
the students learned how the animals purchased with the do-
nated funds help the families throughout the world to which they
are given. While at the farm our students learned to milk a goat,
had the chance to brush a yak, petted llamas, saw baby bunnies
as well as an 800 pound pig. The afternoon was both lots of fun
and very informative.

Food Matters: Let All Who Are Hungry Come and Eat!
Rabbi Rachel Schoenfeld

On March 29, Dorshei Tzedek hosted a Passover-themed Food
Matters Fair. Cindy Marshall started us off by telling a wonderful
story about hunger and the importance of fairness. Then, we
were off to different classrooms and spaces for the Food Mat-
ters Fair! Each class, and many adult groups as well, had some-
thing different to teach.
Kitot Aleph and Bet taught about blessings for various foods.
Kitah Gimmel showed pictures advertising Heifer International.
By the end of the day, Kitah Gimmel had raised enough money
to buy a llama! Kitah Daled led participants in baking (and eat-
ing!) matzah, which came out crunchy and delicious. Kitah Hey
performed a wonderful play, contrasting non-fair trade and fair
trade, and then sold fair trade chocolate (yumm… ). Kitah Vav
got CDT started as a Family Table site, and CDT is now a drop
off place for tomato products and raisins! Please continue to
drop off your donations at the school. Kitah Zayin led us in a
game about hunger in the US, and encouraged us to sign up for
“Team Zayin” and join in The Walk For Hunger on May 3.
The adult Food Matters Committee also had much to share. The
Food Matters survey on composting, CSAs, and other aspects
of food was unveiled. Please take the survey on our website!
Also, Jonathan Rosenthal led us in a thought provoking exercise
to clarify our food values, and Alex Sugerman-Brozan showed
us the various stages of composting.
We ended the day by talking seriously about the words that we
say at our seders: “Let all who are hungry come and eat.” We
shared ideas of what we could do to make this a reality at our
seder, among them to invite guests, give afikoman gifts to
tzedakah, and spend a bit less on the meal and give the leftover
to a tzedakah decided on at the seder.
All in all, it was an amazing event. And, there are so many op-
portunities and ways to get involved. Many thanks to all the peo-
ple who made this day happen!
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May calendar continues on next page See calendar notes on page 8

May 1  -  17
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Fri May  1 6 pm All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service (no potluck)
Dalet Siyyum

Michele Arons & Michael Brann - in honor of Benjamin,
Thais, & Rebecca Willens, Isabel Morais, Willa Kuh; Kid-
dush folk only provide drinks and dessert (see page 5)

Sat May  2 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Max Gordon

Sanctuary Clean-up: Diana & Richard Fisher Gomberg;
Set-up: Barbara & Elliot Pittel, Richard & Rachel Nemeth

Cohen, Susan Nitkin, Howard Lurie;
Clean-up: Marcia Okun & Josh Lieberman, Julie & Paul

Fox, Peter Gittleman, Lauren Gibbs (see page 6)
Sat May  2 10 am - 12 pm School Open House for Grades K-2 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org

Sun May  3 10 am CDT Men's Softball Team game Forte Field, 233 California Street, Newton
v. Shir Tikvah Beth El-Winchester/Belmont

Tue May  5 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm School Open House for Families with Children in Grades 3-5 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org

Wed May  6 7:15 pm - 9 pm Preparing for Torah: Tikkun Middot & The Qualities of our
Lives, with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library

Thu May  7 8 am - 9 am Morning Meditation with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library

Thu May  7 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm School Open House for Families with Children in Grades 3-5 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org

Thu May  7 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Group with Dr. Sandy Goldfless TBA
Fri May  8 Shabbat Unplugged: Home Dinners (see pages 3-4)

Sat May  9 8:45 am - 9:45 am Shabbat Unplugged:  Shabbat Morning Torah Study with
Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see pages 3-4)

Sat May  9 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Unplugged: Shabbat Morning Service
Haralie Alpert, Ellen White, Misha Dudnik, Ora Gladstone
On her 2nd yarzheit, we will be remembering Jill Volk at

our Shabbat morning service (see pages 3-4)

Sat May  9 10:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Unplugged: Junior Congregation 60 Highland Street: Room 111, Led by Elana Rome
(see pages 3-4)

Sat May  9 10:45 am - 11:30 am Shabbat Unplugged: Tot Shabbat 60 Highland Street: Room 112 (childcare room)
(see pages 3-4)

Sat May  9 10:45 am - 11:30 am Shabbat Unplugged: Teeny-Tiny Tot Shabbat 60 Highland Street: Room 109 (see pages 3-4)

Sat May  9 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm Shabbat Unplugged: Poetry Reading with Andrew Sofer 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see pages 3-4)

Sat May  9 5 pm - 8 pm Shabbat Unplugged: Family Education, Potluck Dinner and
Gimmel Siyyum

FUSN: Classrooms, Head Start Room, Children's Chapel,
upstairs kitchen

Family Education by Rabbi Rachel Schoenfeld
Sat May  9 8:15 pm Shabbat Unplugged: New Orleans Trip Presentation 60 Highland Street: Sanctuary (see pages 3-4)

Sun May 10 10 am CDT Men's Softball Team game Lincoln Field Complex-110 Lincoln St, Lexington
v. Isaiah Red Lox 2-Lexington

Tue May 12 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm School Open House for Families with Children in Grades 3-5 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org

Wed May 13 7:15 pm - 9 pm Preparing for Torah: Tikkun Middot & The Qualities of our
Lives, with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Sanctuary (note different location)

Thu May 14 8 am - 9 am Morning Meditation with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu May 14 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm School Open House for Families with Children in Grades 3-5 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org
Thu May 14 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Group with Dr. Sandy Goldfless TBA

Sat May 16 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Kitah Hay Siyyum

Louise Enoch, Trish Nuzzola, Allison & David Lobron,
Elena Eisman (see page 5)

Sat May 16 10 am - 12 pm School Ends for Lower Grades

Sun May 17 10 am CDT Men's Softball Team game Lincoln Field Complex-110 Lincoln St, Lexington
v. Isaiah Red Lox 1-Lexington

Sun May 17 7:30 pm Board Meeting Members-Only Event
60 Highland Street: Living Room

mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
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May 19  -  June 30
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Tue May 19 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm School Open House for Families with Children in Grades 3-5 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org

Wed May 20 7:15 pm - 9 pm Preparing for Torah: Tikkun Middot & The Qualities of our
Lives, with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library

Thu May 21 8 am - 9 am Morning Meditation with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library

Thu May 21 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm School Open House for Families with Children in Grades 3-5 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org
Thu May 21 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Group with Dr. Sandy Goldfless TBA
Sat May 23 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Lissy Medvedow, Elaine Pollack, Rob Saper,

Alex Sugerman-Brozan; Rabbi Toba's Shabbat off

Sun May 24 10 am CDT Men's Softball Team game Lars Anderson Park (Pond Side Field)-15 Newton St,
Brookline, v. Maimonides-Brookline

Tue May 26 3 pm - 5:45 pm School ends for Upper Grades

Tue May 26 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm School Open House for Families with Children in Grades 3-5 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org
Tue May 26 7 pm - 9 pm Rosh Chodesh 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 4)

Wed May 27 7:15 pm - 9 pm Preparing for Torah: Tikkun Middot & The Qualities of our
Lives, with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library

Thu May 28 8 am - 9 am Morning Meditation with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu May 28 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm School Open House for Families with Children in Grades 3-5 Call 617-965-5443 or email school@dorsheitzedek.org

Fri May 29
8 pm service

9 pm Shavuot study
session

Adult Erev Shabbat Service and Tikkun Leil Shavuot Ilene Spiro, Carla Naumburg & Josh Herzig-Marx, Emily
Sper, Matilda & Ed Bruckner (see page 5)

Sat May 30 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Risa Paley-Zimble

Sanctuary Clean-up: Cheryl Sacks, Jamie Tessler
(see page 6)

Sun May 31 10 am CDT Men's Softball Team game Forte Field, 233 California Street, Newton, v. Beth Elohim
1-Wellesley

Sun May 31
5:30 pm dinner

meeting
6:15— 8:15 pm

Members' Meeting & Dinner
Noam Shore, Jonathan Magaziner, Susie Tanchel

Fellowship Hall, Sanctuary. Childcare provided from 6:15-
8:30 pm in Room 112 (see page 2)

Thu Jun  4 8 am - 9 am Morning Meditation with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jun  4 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Group with Dr. Sandy Goldfless TBA
Fri Jun  5 6 pm All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service / Potluck Stephanie & Nem Hackett, Janelle Winston,

Josette Akresh-Gonzales, Bill Shorr (see page 5)
Sat Jun  6 9:45 am Shabbat Morning Service Rick Glassman, Helaine & John Carroll, Dan Rome

Sun Jun  7 10 am CDT Men's Softball Team game Forte Field, 233 California Street, Newton
v. Shalom-Newton

Thu Jun 11 8 am - 9 am Morning Meditation with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jun 11 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Group with Dr. Sandy Goldfless TBA

Fri - Sun
Jun 12 - 14 CDT Retreat Camp Yavneh, W. Nottingham, NH

Sat Jun 13 Shabbat Morning Service Camp Yavneh, W. Nottingham, NH
Sat Jun 13 10:45 am - 11:30 am Tot Shabbat at CDT Retreat Camp Yavneh, W. Nottingham, NH (see page 5)
Sat Jun 13 10:45 am - 11:30 am Teeny-Tiny Tot Shabbat at CDT Retreat Camp Yavneh, W. Nottingham, NH (see page 5)
Thu Jun 18 8 am - 9 am Morning Meditation with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jun 18 7:30 pm Board Meeting Members-Only Event; 60 Highland Street: Living Room
Thu Jun 18 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Group with Dr. Sandy Goldfless TBA

Sat Jun 20 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Sofia Rosenberg

Sanctuary Clean-up: Lauren Gibbs, Elizabeth Samelson;
Set-up: Kristen Petersen, Rachel Greenberg, Lisa Good-
win Robbins, Peggy Rose, Amy Brodesky & Rex Flynn;
Clean-up: Pamela & Steven Katz, Ora Grodsky & Jona-

than Rosenthal
Thu Jun 25 8 am - 9 am Morning Meditation with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jun 25 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Group with Dr. Sandy Goldfless TBA

Sat Jun 27 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service David Felson, Susan Manheim, Elizabeth Ross & Caren
Smith, Jen Kaplan; Rabbi Toba's Shabbat off

mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
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CDT Torah of Chesed Update: Spring 2009
Amy Mazur, acmazur@comcast.net

The Torah of Chesed work at CDT continues to move forward.
At the March 22 Members’ Meeting, five themes were intro-
duced back into the community, and were based on conversa-
tions, readings, research and collaborative work that a team of
interested CDT members undertook to find out more about what
it means to be a caring community at CDT. Over 80 attendees
chose one of five themes they wanted to learn about and work
on, and now the community has moved from the information
gathering and research phase of this process to the action
phase where we take ideas and put them into practice. We are
optimistic that the energy and commitment around one or more
of these themes will take hold, and new initiatives or cultural
shifts will emerge in the areas of Death and Mourning, Giving
and Taking, Parenting, Breaking Silences, or Working to surface
proactive responses to the current economic downturn (possibly
connected to GBIO).
We are already a very caring community, but there is always
more we can do ensure that all of our selves are at home at
CDT, and all who are interested in taking part in our community
are welcome.
If you were unable to attend the March Members’ meeting, and
want to be involved in any of the efforts going on in any of the
areas mentioned above, feel free to contact Amy Mazur
(acmazur@comcast.net).
We look forward to sharing the updates of all of the groups when
we meet again at our June Members’ Meeting (see page 2).

Walk For Hunger Boston 2009
Dear Friends,
On Sunday, May 3, we, the Kitah Zayin (7th grade) class of
2009, will be leading Team Zayin in the Walk for Hunger. Our
goal is to get 50 walkers from our Dorshei Tzedek community to
join Team Zayin and help us raise $10,000 for Project Bread.
 Our plea to you is that you join our growing group of walkers in
walking the ten miles from Newton Corner to the Boston Com-
mon. We will begin at 9 am in Newton Corner. There will be shut-
tle buses all along the route for those who are unable to walk the
full ten miles, and water breaks stationed along the route.
If you are unable to join our team as a walker, we ask you to
consider making a monetary contribution to our team. To donate
online, go to www.projectbread.org/goto/teamzayin
Please consider supporting us in any way you can. Project
Bread needs you! If you have any questions about participating
in Team Zayin, please contact our teacher, Cindy Shulak-Rome
at cbsrome@comcast.net.
Thank you,
The Kitah Zayin Class of 2009

Chesed
If you or someone in your household is ill or in need of support,
please contact Rabbi Spitzer (617.965.0330) or Pamela
Schoenberg Reider of the Chesed Committee (617.244.3373
or jomela@rcn.com).
Have you recently had a mazel tov moment? Let us know!
Please notify the Newsletter Committee of life cycle events, sig-
nificant accomplishments, or other moments you would like to
share with the Dorshei Tzedek community. E-mail your an-
nouncement to dtnews@dorsheitzedek.org.
For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is avail-
able through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This fund is ad-
ministered solely by the rabbi and is completely confidential. If
you are in need of assistance, please call Rabbi Spitzer at
617.965.0330 x2.

Todah Rabah
A huge thank you to Melanie Adler, for serving as our Seder
Match-Maker! And thanks to everyone who found room at their
seders for guests this year.
Todah Rabah to the following people who helped with kiddush
or B’nei Mitzvah recently: Amy Brodesky & Rex Flynn, Michael
Cohen, David Felson, Michael Gonzales, Jeff Goldman, Ro-
chelle Hahn & Kenny Breuer, Judy Hersh & Tim Rosa, John
Holohan, Joey Katz & Jeremy Katz, Danielle Klainberg & Mark
Rosenberg (with help from Sofia and Simon), Linda Kramer,
Tatjana Meschede & Dan Krasa, Tania Mireles, Barbara Pittel,
Liz Reisberg, Andrew Schiff, Sandra Sedacca & Clara Ives,
Bonnie Tenneriello, and Karen Wasserman.

Condolences
To Nem Hackett, and to Stephanie, Rita and Sid-
ney, on the death of Nem’s mother, Eleanor Hackett.
May her memory be for a blessing. A memorial ser-
vice will be held on Sunday, May 3 at 3 pm at Har-
vard University’s Memorial Church.
Dorshei Tzedek mourns the death of Lesley Chapman, who
taught in our religious school from 1997-2006. Lesley was a
gifted teacher and an inspiration to both children and adults in
our community, and we will miss her. To read and share memo-
ries of Lesley, please visit www.lesleychapman.blogspot.com.
May her memory be for a blessing.

Yarzheit
May 5 marks the second yarzheit of CDT member Jill Volk,
may her memory be for a blessing. We will be remembering Jill
at Shabbat morning services on May 9.

Mazel Tov
Mazel tov to Julia Appel, on the birth of her nieces, Rose Ha-
dass and Maya Ronit!
Mazel tov to Julia Sklar on graduating from Prozdor at Hebrew
College.

mailto:acmazur@comcast.net
mailto:acmazur@comcast.net
http://www.projectbread.org/goto/teamzayin
mailto:cbsrome@comcast.net
mailto:jomela@rcn.com
mailto:dtnews@dorsheitzedek.org
http://www.lesleychapman.blogspot.com.


Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
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West Newton, MA 02465

Dorshei Tzedek Mission Statement
Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist Congregation dedi-
cated to creating a caring and inclusive community, and to
enhancing Jewish practice and learning in the lives of our
members. “Dorshei Tzedek” means “seekers of justice,”
and as our name implies, we are seekers: of meaningful
spirituality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social justice.
Consistent with Reconstructionist philosophy, we are
committed to seriously engaging with Jewish tradition,
challenging that tradition, where need be, and building on
the tradition in creative ways. We do this in order to en-
hance our own lives as contemporary Jews and to per-
petuate our bond— and our children’s bond— to our heri-
tage. We view education for ourselves and our children
as fundamental to Jewish life.
We are a participatory congregation, encouraging all of
our members to take an active role in some aspect of our
congregational life. Our rabbi is our partner in this en-
deavor, and is both teacher and participant in our com-
munity. We value diversity in our congregation, and wel-
come all those who share our commitments.
Finally, we affirm the concept of mitzvah as obligation,
acting on our Jewish values through deeds of tzedek
(social justice) and gemilut chasadim (loving kindness),
both within our congregation and in the larger community.

Dorshei Tzedek Officers, Board, Committee Chairs, and Staff
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VP Finance: Mark Farber
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Nediv Lev: Peter Hess
Leadership: Esther Kohn
Newsletter: Dan Halbert
Ritual: Cindy Marshall
School: Betsy Hinden
Space: Steve Siegel
Tikkun Olam: Laurie Goldman
Member-at-large: Dan Rome
Member-at-large: Sharon Sevransky

Off-Board Chairs Marketing/Publicity: Ellie Goldberg
Chesed: Pamela Schoenberg Reider
Rabbinic Liaison: Ora Gladstone
Website: Stan Fleischman

Education Director Annette Lawson

Administrative Director    Marla Lichtman


