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The New Year
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org

While I don't always find the beginning of a new secular year
that meaningful (something about a new year starting in the
dead of winter just doesn't click for me!), this year I am struck by
the transition into 2008, and the difficulty of the year we've left
behind. After experiencing the deaths of five Dorshei Tzedek
members in the congregation's first 15 years of existence, it was
a shock that in 2007 alone we lost three beautiful souls. It's still
hard for me to believe that since last April, I've presided at the
funerals of Jill, Zach, and Alex. Ranging in age from 19 to 55,
these were wonderful people who deserved more life, more
time, and who leave many grieving family members and friends
in their wake. While the loss to each family is incalculable, each
of these deaths also dealt a blow to our community, and is
something that we are still absorbing.
This past year was a test for our community in many ways, and
yet it has only reinforced for me how important community is.
While “community” is what many people— Jewish and non-
Jewish— seek when they consider joining a religious congrega-
tion, in practice community is often easier fantasized about than
actually created. We live in a dominant culture which exalts the
individual pursuit of happiness, and which views with suspicion
any claims made by the collective that might dampen this pur-
suit. Yet real community can't exist without the collective's ability
to make claims on the individual, and the individual member's
ability to make claims on the collective. We know the value of
connection and friendship, but it is not always easy to let our
needs be known, to allow ourselves to be vulnerable. Yet without
a willingness to be vulnerable, community remains an abstrac-
tion. It is in the reciprocal acts of giving and receiving, of asking
and being answered, that real ties of community are forged.
By stepping into a wider circle of community— like Congregation
Dorshei Tzedek— we widen our intimate circles of connection,
beyond family and close friends. In coming into connection with
people we might not otherwise know, we find ourselves cele-
brating more births, mourning more deaths, giving help to more
people and receiving help from more people, than we would oth-
erwise. At times it can feel a bit daunting. We are asked to step
outside of our comfort zones a bit more than would otherwise be
the case— to ask for help from people we barely know; to reach
out in support in situations we've never before experienced; to
show up when called upon, even if it's inconvenient, intimidat-
ing, or uncomfortable.

I was speaking recently with a dear friend whom I've known
since the early 1980s, and who has, in all the time that I have
known her, been working to support the struggles of the poorest
and most oppressed peoples around the world. These days, she
is working to publicize and support communities and projects
around the world that model alternatives to the dominant socio-
economic paradigm— cooperatives, gift economies, and sustain-
able communities. Thinking about my work with Dorshei Tzedek
when we last spoke, I realized that while the context is very dif-
ferent, the underlying goals in our work are the same. Here we
are in America, in the belly of the beast, as it were— a place
where the religion of the “market” and consumerism is the most
fervent, where the gap between rich and poor is at historic highs,
where mobility is a given and the hold of tradition and a sense of
place on people's hearts and habits are profoundly weak.
In the midst of all of that, I see our congregation as a small,
modest attempt to articulate and live out values that, in this con-
text, are highly counter-cultural. By basing our congregation's
financial life on values of holiness and justice; by taking seri-
ously the claims of chesed, the commitment to care for one an-
other; by placing highest value on spiritual and ethical practice;
by not running from the reality of illness and death but finding
ways to help one another deal with the most profound life chal-
lenges— in all of these ways, and in many more, we are creating
a living example of an alternative kind of reality. While we also
need to work, in the myriad ways that so many of you do, for
larger-scale change and healing, I firmly believe that we need to
be ready and willing to put into personal practice some portion
of the vision of what we hope will one day become manifest on
a society- or world-wide scale. Building what I like to call
“covenantal community” is one very real piece of that practice.
I hope that 2008 brings far more joy, and far less heartbreak, to
everyone in our community. But whatever the new year may
bring, I am comforted and inspired in knowing that whatever
challenges might arise, all of the members of this congregation
will do their best to respond with compassion and open hearts.
So pop the corks, and let the new year begin!
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CDT Sings
Do you love to sing? No need to sing alone in the shower any-
more. Please join us! CDT Sings is looking for a few new mem-
bers. Some prior choral experience is helpful: the ability to stay
on a part, blend with a section, and know some basic musical
terms. The ability to read music is a plus, but not required. We
typically perform 2 or 3 times a year, and rehearse monthly
(more often shortly before a performance). For more informa-
tion, please contact Karen Arnold (arnoldkc@bc.edu) or Sharon
Sevransky (sharonsev@comcast.net).

Contacting Rabbi Toba: Rabbi Toba does not have regular
office hours but is available to talk about any spiritual, religious,
or personal issues that you might want to discuss. You can con-
tact her at rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or 617.965.0330 x2. If she
is unavailable, there will be a rabbi on-call in case of emer-
gency. The rabbi’s voice-mail will have information on how to
reach the on-call rabbi.

High Holyday Sermons: The talks that have been delivered at
various High Holiday Services by Rabbi Toba Spitzer are avail-
able on the CDT website at www.dorsheitzedek.org/divrei. Also
of interest, see Divrei Torah Pages on the Jewish Reconstruc-
tionist Federation Web site of more than 100 Reconstructionist
Divrei Torah available for online reading.

Paper newsletters: If you are a member reading
this newsletter in paper form, please help defray
the cost of the newsletter by donating $18 to cover
printing and postage, if you have not done so al-
ready. Thank you.

“Spring Ahead”— The
Third Annual CDT Fundraiser

On Sunday, March 9 turn your clocks ahead and plan to attend a
silent auction, marketplace, and musical café at 4 pm. There will
be something for everyone. We have a solid core of experienced
planners but we need more members to help. Make this a bigger
and better event to celebrate soon-to-arrive spring and to support
CDT. Please contact Judy Hersh at judyhersh@comcast.net or
617-332-2487 if you want to help plan this fun event.

The refurbished Etz Hayim Chumashim that we ordered last
spring have arrived! Thank you to everyone who contributed to
this effort; we now have 75 additional chumashim (Five Books
of Moses) in the sanctuary (with donation plates to be attached
soon). If you ordered a personal copy, Marla will be in touch
with you directly.

First Annual Dorshei Tzedek Red Sox Game
Jeff Goldman of the Dorshei Tzedek Softball team
has purchased 90 tickets for a World Series
Champion Boston Red Sox game. The game is
slated for Sunday, June 8th at 1:35 against the
Seattle Mariners.

Jeff would like to make the tickets available to the Dorshei
Tzedek community on a first-come, first serve basis. The tickets
are for seats located in RF Box 90 (in front of Section 4) and
cost $50 each. Payment for tickets will secure your seats. Tick-
ets will not be available for pick up until some time in January.
Because of the limited supply and anticipated high demand,
ticket purchases are limited to four per household, and are for
members of CDT households only. Tickets will go quickly. If in-
terested, please contact Bruce Miller at perrystop@rcn.com
(preferred) or at 617-332-2505.

We need your photo release form! To get
CDT in the news, including pictures of our
wonderful events, school, etc., we need your
permission to have you and your household’s
pictures appear in publicity photos. The form
was mailed a few weeks ago, so please return

it ASAP to the office. If you need a new form, please contact
Marla Lichtman at office@dorsheitzedek.org.
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Shabbat Shira, Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Shabbat, and Tubishvat all fall on the same long weekend this year!

Shabbat  Shira/Mart in  Luther  King ,  Jr .
Bir thday  Shabbat

Friday, January 19 and Saturday, January 20, 60 Highland Street
This Shabbat, we recount marching of the Israelites to freedom through the Reed Sea (traditionally known as
“Shabbat Shira,” the “Shabbat of Song,” after the song that the Israelites sang on the shore of the Sea), and celebrate
the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., who marched with his people towards a better America.

Shabbat Shira Celebration – Friday evening, January 19, 7:30 pm
We’ll celebrate this musical Shabbat with special guests: CDT member and pianist extraordinaire Nathan Aronow,
klezmer clarinetist Dena Ressler, joining Minna Bromberg and Rabbi Toba on vocals. This has been a wonderful
and fun experience the past few years, and we expect it to be again! Come sing, dance, and celebrate Shabbat!
Adults and kids welcome.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Shabbat – Shabbat morning, January 20, 9:45 am
We will celebrate the teachings of Dr. King and the music of the Civil Rights movement, enhanced by our very own
CDT Sings! This is an opportunity to reflect on the struggles and inspiration of the past and recommit ourselves to the
fight against racism and oppression in our own time.

The 40 th Annual  Mart in Luther King,  Jr .
Newton Community Celebra t ion

Monday, January 21, 10:30 am
This year, Dorshei Tzedek is co-hosting, with the Second Church, the Newton community MLK Jr.
Birthday celebration, which will take place in the Second Church’s sanctuary, at 60 Highland Street,
West Newton. The program will include:
• Reflections and Artwork by Newton School Students
• Readings by Members of the Newton Clergy Association
• Remarks by Mayor David Cohen, Congressman Barney Frank, and Superintendent of Schools,

Dr. Jeffrey Young
• Keynote Address by Alexander Levering Kern
• Executive Director, Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries
Musical Selections by:
• Newton All City Honors Chorus
• Hurambee
• The Love Tones

Tubishvat: The “New Year” of the Trees
Monday, January 21, 7:30 pm, First Unitarian Church

While it’s cold in Boston, the almond trees are beginning to bloom in Israel, and so the “new year for
the trees” begins. Join us for a Tubishvat seder that will explore many facets of this evolving Jewish
holiday— mystical teachings on the “Tree of Life,” Jewish teachings on the environment, and our con-
nection to the fruits and trees of the land of Israel. Appropriate for adults and older kids.
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Bat Mitzvah of  I lana Galper t
Please celebrate with us on January 26 when our daughter Ilana Miriam Hess Galpert is called to the torah as a Bat
Mitzvah. Ilana, a seventh grader at Day Middle School, has been a volunteer at Family Table for over a year, helping
with the distribution of food to needy Jewish families in the Boston area. We are looking forward to sharing this simcha
with the Dorshei Community, as well as with her brother, Adlai, her sisters, Aviva and Emily, and her grandmothers,
Lois Galpert and Helen Jean Hess. We invite you to join us for Kiddush following the service.
— Peter Hess and Sheree Galpert

School News
Passport to Israel

Families with children in the 3rd and 7th grades can enroll their
children in the Passport to Israel Program during December
and January. Sponsored by the Combined Jewish Philanthro-
pies, this program is basically a savings plan by which families
make a yearly contribution into an account earmarked for their
child to participate in a peer trip to Israel when they are teens.
CJP adds $700 to each account when the funds are needed to
pay the costs of the trip. Money in an account may be refunded
at anytime, i.e. your teen is not planning to travel to Israel. This
is a very easy way to save for your child's future trip to Israel.
Teen programs to Israel promote life-long connections to
the Jewish community and commitment to Jewish identity.
More detailed information is available on the new website: www.
passporttoisraelprogram.org. For more information, you can
also call Elaine Landes, Passport Coordinator for Dorshei
Tzedek, at 617.969.7703
This year CJP is offering $2500 in scholarships, for teens travel-
ing to Israel this summer, to the congregation with the highest
percentage of 3rd graders enrolling in the program. Enrollments
forms and details are available from Ewa, in the religious school
office, or from Elaine Landes.

Summer Program Opportunities
PanimWorks: An Activist’s Adventure

Session 1: June 29-July 10, 2008
Session 2: July 27-August 7, 2008

www.panimworks.org
Live and work in an entirely new culture this summer!
Make a difference as you live in rustic accommodations on a Na-
tive-American reservation, interacting with members of the Na-
vajo Nation while working together to promote positive change.
This trip in the majestic Southwest includes hands-on service pro-
jects as well as outdoor recreational activities. Make lifelong
friends and learn about the ethical values that define Jewish life
while earning up to 45 community service-learning hours. Panim-
Works is open to rising high school sophomores, juniors, seniors
and graduating seniors. Contact: Rachel Hillman 301.770.5070,
ext. 217 or PanimWorks@panim.org
Summer JAM (Judaism, Activism, Mitzvah Work)

June 30-July 27 2008
www.dcjam.org

Come to Washington, DC and participate in a one-of-a-kind pro-
gram on the campus of The George Washington University. Be-
come a leader in the political world and the Jewish community
today! Learn about key issues impacting the U.S. and the world
through interactions with leading U.S. policymakers and experts,
while exploring the connection between Judaism and advocacy.
Participate in meaningful hands-on service projects, while earn-
ing up to 75 community service-learning hours. Develop the
skills to pioneer change and impact the issues you care about.
Summer JAM is open to rising high school juniors, rising seniors
and graduating seniors.  Contact: Lani Hart 301.770.5070, ext.
223 or SummerJAM@panim.org

http://www.panimworks.org
mailto:PanimWorks@panim.org
http://www.dcjam.org
mailto:SummerJAM@panim.org
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Rosh Chodesh Gathering
Tuesday, January 8, 7:30 – 9 pm, Dorshei Tzedek sanctuary – 60 Highland Street

All CDT women are invited to come celebrate a women's gathering for Rosh Hodesh, to welcome the
month of Shevat. The celebration of the new moon is a day historically associated with women's renewal
and celebration. In recent decades, Rosh Hodesh has become an occasion for Jewish women to gather for
learning, ritual, and spiritual exploration, and to mark life passages. Please RSVP or direct any questions
to Rabbinic Intern Minna Bromberg at minna@minnabromberg.com or 617-277-0176.

Shabbat Programs
Unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held at
the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space: 60 Highland Street in the
Second Church of Newton, West Newton.

All-Ages Erev Shabbat Services & Potlucks
January 4, February 1, March 7, April 4, May 9, June 6

6 pm candle lighting & dinner, 6:45 pm service
Once a month, we gather for a potluck vegetarian dinner, be-
ginning with candle lighting at 6 pm, followed by a musical,
all-ages erev Shabbat service at 6:45 pm. Please bring a
vegetarian/fish main dish or salad to share (enough for 12-15
people). Drinks and dessert are provided.

Erev Shabbat Services
(January 18 is Shabbat Shira: see page 3)

February 8, March 14, April 11, May 2 (Yom Hashoah)
8 – 9:30 pm

Each month we welcome Shabbat with a musical erev
Shabbat service that includes a little Torah study and an
opportunity to welcome Shabbat with community. Please
join us!

Tot Shabbat
January 12, February 9, March 15, April 12, May 3, June 14

10:45 am-11:45 am
Come join us for an interactive service designed just for 3-5
year olds!  Each parent-led service includes songs, prayers,
activities, stories, crafts and a snack. For more information,
or to volunteer to help with a Tot Shabbat, contact Jodi
Sugerman-Brozan at 617-983-3679 or jsuger@comcast.net.

Junior Congregation Program
January 12, February 9, March 1, April 12, May 3

10:30 am, Room 111 at 60 Highland Street
Our fabulous Junior Congregation program is up and run-
ning! Spend a special Shabbat morning with your friends.
Reminder to the parents - session dates are posted on our
website as a part of the school calendar!

Shabbat Morning Torah Study
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Saturday mornings, 8:45 – 9:45 am
January 5, February 9, March 8, April 12, May 17

Once a month, we gather before Shabbat morning services
to explore a variety of commentaries— traditional and mod-
ern— on the weekly Torah portion. This study group is ap-
propriate for Torah study regulars and for folks who don’t
know Genesis from Deuteronomy— just bring your ques-
tions, your interest, and your own cup of coffee or tea!

Meditation at CDT
This year, we will have a few different opportunities to ex-
perience, and learn about, different forms of meditation. No
experience necessary!

Chanting and Meditation Service
Shabbat morning, March 1, 9:45 am - noon

In place of our regular Shabbat morning service, this con-
templative service will combine song, periods of guided si-
lent meditation, and Torah study. This is an opportunity to
experience the restfulness of Shabbat in a profound way.
Please join us! Childcare will be available.

Meditation in the Morning
with Dr. Minna Bromberg, CDT Rabbinic Intern

Shabbat mornings: January 12 (note date change),
February 23, March 22

8:45-9:40 am, 60 Highland Street: Library
 Ready for a bit of silence before services? These sessions
will include instruction and practice in Jewish meditation—
including both silence and song— as well as some contem-
plative text study. Content will be appropriate for those with
no experience, those with years of experience in a different
meditation tradition, those with an established Jewish medi-
tation practice, and everyone in between! Minna is certified
in Jewish Meditation Instruction from the Chochmat HaLev
Jewish Meditation Center.

mailto:minna@minnabromberg.com
mailto:jsuger@comcast.net
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Chesed
Alex Fried

The CDT community mourns the death of Alex Fried, who
passed away on December 2, ten months after his di-
agnosis of metastatic lung cancer. Alex’s courageous
battle for life, and his gentle acceptance of death, were
an inspiration to our community. May Linda, Sara and
David find support and comfort among all those who mourn,
and may Alex’s memory always be for a blessing.
From Linda Kramer:
Just as it is hard to find words of condolence, it is hard to ex-
press in words the appreciation our family feels for the generous
support we’ve received from the Dorshei Tzedek community
during Alex’s illness and death. We have experienced your car-
ing and generosity in so many ways. A few days before Alex
died, the kids were talking about missing him. I reminded them
that we would always carry Daddy’s spirit in our hearts. David
(age 5) said “my heart is so full, it’s crowded”. And he named
many of the people who have spent time with him in recent
months. I felt heartened to know that despite their loss, Sara
and David are growing up knowing the love and support of com-
munity. Thank you.

Marty Bresnick
On Shabbat morning, January 5, we mark the seventh yarz-
heit of CDT member Marty Bresnick, who passed away on the
28th of Tevet, 2001. May his memory be for a blessing.
If you or someone in your household is ill or in need of support,
please contact Rabbi Spitzer (617-965-0330) or Pamela
Schoenberg Reider of the Chesed Committee (617-244-3373
or jomela@rcn.com).

Refuah Sh’lemah
The community of Congregation Dorshei Tzedek sends bless-
ings and prayers for healing, refuah sh’lemah, to Shari Zimble
and Barry Ingber. May healing and comfort come to you and to
those who care for you.

Todah Rabah
A huge “Todah Rabah” to Barbara Pittel and Minna Bromberg,
who coordinated our wonderful Chanukah celebration this year.
Thanks also to Rachel Greenberg and Lisa Port White for MC-
ing the Chanukah trivia game, and to members of the CDT Soft-
ball Team for providing the latkes: latke makers Elliot Pittel,
Bruce Miller, Stuart Snyder, and Jonathan Weisberg, with a
hefty donation of potatoes from Paul Hattis, and to Stephen
Zisk for working the stove to warm 300 latkes! To Jennifer Le-
vine Fried and Matthew Fried, Jan Small, Scott Lewis, and
Bill Shorr for setup. To Cindy Marshall and Kathy Pillsbury,
Meg Wilcox and Robert Warren, and Janelle Winston for
clean-up. A more complete list of thank-you's to everyone who
pitched in and helped will be in the next newsletter.

Todah Rabah to the following members for helping with Kid-
dush: Naomi Botkin, Sheree Galpert and Peter Hess. Wendy
Gedanken, Rick Glassman, Laurie Gould and Steve Ansola-
behere, Judy and Chayim Herzig-Marx, Jeff Kichen – In
Honor of Abraham Kichen, Sue Lanser and Jo Radner, Marcia
Okun and Joshua Lieberman, Ellen Pashall, Liz Reisberg,
JoAnn Share and Rochelle Weichman, Erica Streit-Kaplan,
Karen Wasserman

Project Ezra 2007: A Wonderful Mitzvah!
The Synagogue Council of Massachusetts extends its heartfelt
gratitude to all of the individuals and congregations who partici-
pated in Project Ezra 2007. You should be proud to know that
you were part of a community-wide effort of hundreds of Jews
throughout Massachusetts who volunteered in shelters, feeding
programs, hospitals and nursing homes on Christmas Day. The
positive impact of this annual interfaith activity was felt deeply
by Jews and Christians alike. We at the Synagogue Council
hope this volunteer experience was a meaningful one for you
and your synagogue group. We look forward to working with you
again in 2008 for Project Ezra’s 22nd year!

Mazel Tov
We are happy to announce the birth of Evan Micah Gan, son of
Valerie Graf and Doron Gan, who came into the world on De-
cember 15! There will be a naming for Evan in the synagogue
some time in January, so check the listserv. In the meantime,
mazel tov to Doron and Valerie, and welcome Evan Micah!

— — — — — — –
Have you recently had a mazel tov moment? Let us know!
Please notify the Newsletter Committee of life cycle events, sig-
nificant accomplishments, or other moments you would like to
share with the Dorshei Tzedek community. E-mail your an-
nouncement to dtnews@yahoogroups.com.
For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is avail-
able through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This fund is ad-
ministered solely by the rabbi and is completely confidential. If
you are in need of assistance, please call Rabbi Spitzer at
617.965.0330 x2.

mailto:jomela@rcn.com
mailto:dtnews@yahoogroups.com
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Advice on Elder Care
CJP SeniorDirect, a service of Combined Jewish Philanthro-
pies, provides free advice on caring for your aging parents. Call
1.800.980.1982 from 9 am to 5 pm for answers, resources and
expert advice on elder care. You can also visit online at
www.cjpseniordirect.org or email info@cjpseniordirect.org.
For more information about CJP, visit www.cjp.org

Adult Education
Finding Our Way in Prayer
with Dr. Minna Bromberg

Tuesday evenings, February 26, March 4 and 11, 7:30 pm,
60 Highland Street

This series will allow us to explore the Shabbat morning worship
service with an emphasis on the deeper meaning of prayer it-
self. We’ll be using the prayer book as well as a variety of texts
on what praying is all about. While our focus will be on the
Shabbat morning service, feel free to bring questions and
thoughts about any aspect of prayer in synagogue and in your
own life. For those who made it to the Learner’s Minyan, this will
be an excellent continuation, but newcomers are more than wel-
come. Is there anything you ever wanted to know about Jewish
prayer but were afraid to ask?

Bible Study Continues
Thursday evenings, 7:30 pm

60 Highland Street: Downstairs living room
Please join Dr. Sandy Goldfless for a close reading of a Bibli-
cal text. As Sandy describes the study: “While the emphasis will
be on experiencing the text itself and learning to listen for mean-
ing in its tone, its choice of words, and the arrangement of its
parts, we will also encourage a free-ranging discussion of the
text’s implications. Although no prior knowledge of Hebrew is
necessary, the Hebrew language will be an essential part of our
group’s experience. We will introduce language basics and key
biblical terms in Hebrew as we go along, pacing ourselves by
the interest and energy of the participants.”

Community Happenings
Happiness is an Inside Job

with Sylvia Boorstein, Thursday, January 31, 7:30 – 9 pm
Temple Beth Elohim, Wellesley

Beloved meditation teacher and best-selling author Sylvia Boor-
stein will be speaking about meditation and her newest book,
Happiness is an Inside Job: Practicing for a Joyful Life, followed
by a book signing and dessert. $15, $12 for students and sen-
iors. Register online at www.nishmathayyim.org, or call 617-
566-8171 x20 for more info. You can also participate in a
Shabbaton with Sylvia at Temple Beth Zion in Brookline,
Friday-Saturday, Feb 1 – 2 (come for the full day or just a por-
tion). Additional information at www.nishmathayyim.org or e-
mail office@tbzbrookline.org

Rashi School Hosts David Elkind and Open House
The Rashi School, Thursday, February 7, 7 pm

Noted author and child psychologist David Elkind will speak on
Educating the Young Child in Heart, Mind, and Spirit at The
Rashi School. Rashi is located at 15 Walnut Park in Newton, but
attendees should park in the lot on Jackson Road. Dr. Elkin is
the author of The Hurried Child, Miseducation, Ties that Stress:
The New Family Imbalance, All Grown Up and No Place To Go,
and Reinventing Childhood. Geared to educators and parents,
this program is open to the public. It is sponsored by CJP’s Ini-
tiative for Day School Excellence, Ikkarim, and JCC Early
Learning Centers, and co-sponsored by the Jewish Day Schools
of Greater Boston. Cost is $10 in advance and $12 at the door;
early childhood directors and teachers can expect a complimen-
tary ticket. For further information contact Loren Albeg at Lo-
renA@cjp.org.
The Rashi School invites parents interested in exploring the ad-
vantages of a Jewish day school education to attend an Open
House on Wednesday, January 16, at 1:00 pm. For Open
House information, contact Susan Benett, Director of Recruit-
ment and Admissions, at 617-969-4444 ext. 255 or email sben-
ett@rashi.org.

Hospice Volunteers Needed
Compassionate Care Hospice is looking for caring individuals
who are willing to share some of their time and themselves with
people in the community who are facing a terminal illness. Vol-
unteers provide weekly visits to the patient’s residence where
they read to patients, play cards, take walks, talk, assist with a
meal or errand, and offer invaluable emotional support and com-
panionship. Volunteer training is provided to prepare volunteers
for meaningful engagement with patients during this pivotal time
in their lives. To become a volunteer member of the hospice
team, call 781-935-5550 and ask for Jennifer, or e-mail JFire-
stone@cchnet.net.

http://www.cjpseniordirect.org
mailto:info@cjpseniordirect.org
http://www.cjp.org
http://www.nishmathayyim.org
http://www.nishmathayyim.org
mailto:office@tbzbrookline.org
mailto:renA@cjp.org
mailto:ett@rashi.org
mailto:stone@cchnet.net


Page 8                                                                                                                  January 2008

Nediv Lev
General Fund

Judy and Chayim Herzig-Marx
In memory of Annabelle Katz, Chiae Herzig, Howard Herzig,

Kurt Marx, Dorothy Pittel, Sig Adler and Alex Fried
Shirley and Lewis Einbund

In honor of Chayim Herzig-Marx’s 60th birthday from his cousins
Sue Fischlowitz and David Roberts

Ellie Goldberg
In honor of the memory of Dorshei Tzedek member Alex Fried

Diana and Richard Fisher-Gomberg
In honor of Steve Zisk’s birthday

Jesse Michael Koenigsberg
In honor of Efrem Goldberg’s yarzheit

n honor of Ellie’s “60th” birthday
Annette and Allan Lieberman

In honor of their grandchildren, Amalia, Michal, and Aryeh, and
their becoming b’nei mitzvah, past, recent, and future!

Cindy Marshall and Kathy Pillsbury
In memory of Alex Fried

Eileen Morrison and Michael Jablon
In memory of David and Dorothy Jablon

Ellen Pashall
In honor of Chayim Herzig Marx’s birthday

Peter Shapiro
Janelle Winston and Scott Lewis

Camp JRF Fund

Rabbi Toba Spitzer and Gina Fried
In honor of Chayim Herzig-Marx’s 60th birthday

— — — — — —
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Deborah and Jeffrey Schein
In honor of the Red Sox’s successes!

— — — — — —
Buy your books, electronics, and whatever else, and support
CDT at the same time! We are now an “Amazon Associate”:
When you click on the Amazon link on our CDT homepage
(www.dorsheitzedek.org), a portion of any purchase you make
will be contributed to Dorshei Tzedek.
There are many ways to financially support Congregation
Dorshei Tzedek: through contributions to the General Fund, or
to targeted funds such as the School or the Holy Book Funds.
Donations can also be made to the Rabbi s Discretionary Fund.
This fund is not part of the congregation's operating expenses
and is administered solely by the rabbi. Monies in this fund are
used for tzedakah in the greater community, for special needs of
the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help pay for an adult
education program), and, most importantly, to help out
congregants in need. These additional contributions should also
be made out to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, but marked as
intended for the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund.

Kiddush Note: The complete kiddush and holiday assignment
schedule is available in the members’ calendar on our website.
When notified of your dates, please be sure to put them into
your personal calendars. The whole congregation counts on
your participation in kiddush and each assigned person is
needed and expected to show up.
Parents of students in 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grades, who help
out with B’nei Mitzvah kiddush, ushering and sanctuary clean-
up, can find their names listed on B’nei Mitzvah dates only.
Thanks for your help!— Marla Lichtman, Administrator

Calendar Notes
Events and services are held at The Second Church, 60 High-
land Street, West Newton, unless otherwise noted. Some
events are at FUSN, the First Unitarian Society, 1326 Washing-
ton Street, West Newton. During Rabbi Toba’s weekends off,
members of the congregation will lead services. Free childcare
is available during Shabbat morning services in room 112.
No Fragrances, Please: So that Dorshei Tzedek services and
events are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask
that people refrain from wearing fragrances (perfume, scented
oils, cologne, etc.) to all Dorshei Tzedek events. While pleasant to
some, these fragrances can cause illness to those who are chemi-
cally sensitive. Thank you for your understanding and flexibility.

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org
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See calendar notes on page 8

January
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Tue Jan  1 No school - New Year's Day
Thu Jan  3 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jan  3 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Class with Dr. Sandy Goldfless 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 7)

Fri Jan  4 6 pm All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service and Potluck Richard Fisher Gomberg, Karen & Reinhard Engels
60 Highland Street: Fellowship Hall (see page 5)

Sat Jan  5 8:45 am - 9:45 am Shabbat Morning Torah Study with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 5)

Sat Jan  5 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Elaine Bresnick - In Memory of Martin Bresnick,

Jamie Tessler - In Memory of Ted Tessler,
Matilda & Ed Bruckner

Sat Jan  5 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Sat Jan  5 3:30 pm - 5:30 pm Gimmel Family Program FUSN
Sun Jan  6 2 pm - 4 pm Zayin Family Program FUSN
Tue Jan 8 7:30 pm - 9 pm Rosh Chodesh Gathering (see page 5)

Thu Jan 10 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jan 10 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Class with Dr. Sandy Goldfless 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 7)

Sat Jan 12 8:45 am - 9:40 am Meditation In the Morning
with CDT Rabbinic Intern Minna Bromberg 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 5)

Sat Jan 12 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bonnie Tenneriello & Andrew Sofer, Sharon

Sevransky - In Memory of Betty Baum, Allison An-
drews & Arthur Lent; Rabbi Toba's Shabbat off

Sat Jan 12 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Sat Jan 12 10:45 am Tot Shabbat 60 Highland Street: room 112 (see page 5)
Sat Jan 12 10:30 am Junior Congregation 60 Highland Street: room 111 (see page 5)
Sun Jan 13 2 pm - 4 pm Gan Program FUSN
Sun Jan 13 4 pm - 6:30 pm Ma'apilim 2.0 Hebrew Rehabilitation Center for the Aged, off-site
Sun Jan 13 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm CDT Board Meeting Members-Only Event; 60 Highland St: Living Room
Thu Jan 17 No School
Thu Jan 17 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jan 17 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Class with Dr. Sandy Goldfless 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 7)

Fri Jan 18 7:30 pm - 9 pm Shabbat Shira Service
Emily Sper - In Memory of her grandmother, Sonia

Heringman, Idit Klein, Tim Rosa & Judy Hersh
(see page 3)

Sat Jan 19 No School

Sat Jan 19 9:45 am - 12 pm Martin Luther King Shabbat Morning Service
Susan Manheim & Andrew Schiff - In Memory of his
father, Lisa Samelson & Paul Hattis - In Memory of

William Samelson (see page 3)

Mon Jan 21 10:30 am Martin Luther King, Jr. Newton Community Celebration Co-hosted with the Second Church: 60 Highland
Street: Second Church Sanctuary (see page 3)

Mon Jan 21 7 pm - 9 pm Tubishvat, Martin Luther King Day
Lisa Goodman & Bill Weinreb, Ellen Hemley, Kevin
Karty, Lynda Goldberg; FUSN: Head Start Room

(see page 3)
Thu Jan 24 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jan 24 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Class with Dr. Sandy Goldfless 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 7)

Sat Jan 26 9:45 am Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Ilana Galpert

Sanctuary Clean-up: Lauren Gibbs, Peter Gittleman
Set-up: Elliot & Barbara Pittel, Lissy Medvedow &
Cliff Cohen; Clean-up: Carolyn Fine-Friedman &

Jerry Friedman, Tracey Rogers & Jane Schwartz,
Ricky Greenly (see page 4)

Sat Jan 26 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Thu Jan 31 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jan 31 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Class with Dr. Sandy Goldfless 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 7)
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February
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Fri Feb  1 6 pm All-Ages Erev Shabbat Service and Potluck
Linda Kramer, Jo Ann Share & Rochelle

Weichman, Kelli Kirshtein & Wendy Angus
(see page 5)

Sat Feb  2 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Barbara Shatkin & Andy Littman, Linette Lie-

bling - In Honor of her birthday,
Linda & Peter Katz

Sat Feb  2 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes FUSN

Sat Feb  2 4 pm - 6 pm Dalet Family Program FUSN
Sun Feb  3 2 pm - 4 pm Vav Family Program FUSN
Thu Feb  7 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Fri Feb  8 8 pm Adult Erev Shabbat Service 60 Highland Street (see page 5)

Sat Feb  9 8:45 am - 9:45 am Shabbat Morning Torah Study with Rabbi Toba
Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 5)

Sat Feb  9 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Haralie Alpert & Ellen White - In Memory of

Francis Greenberg, Ora Gladstone,
Mark Bronstein

Sat Feb  9 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Sat Feb  9 10:30 am Junior Congregation 60 Highland Street: Room 111 (see page 5)
Sat Feb  9 10:45 am Tot Shabbat 60 Highland Street: Room 112 (see page 5)
Sun Feb 10 2 pm - 4 pm Gan Program FUSN
Sun Feb 10 2 pm - 4 pm Vav Family Program FUSN
Sun Feb 10 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm CDT Board Meeting Members-Only Event

60 Highland St: Living Room
Thu Feb 14 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Sat Feb 16 No School

Sat Feb 16 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Jeff Kichen, Carole Slipowitz,
Jodi & Alex Sugerman-Brozan

Tue Feb 19 No School

Thu Feb 21 No School

Thu Feb 21 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library

Sat Feb 23 No School

Sat Feb 23 8:45 am - 9:40 am Meditation In the Morning
with CDT Rabbinic Intern Minna Bromberg 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 5)

Sat Feb 23 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Josh Gordon, Lisa Schneier,
Emily & David Shumsky

Tue Feb 26 7:30 pm Finding Our Way in Prayer 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 7)

Thu Feb 28 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library

Sat Jan 26 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Thu Jan 31 8 am - 9 am Judaism & Practice Class with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library
Thu Jan 31 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Bible Study Class with Dr. Sandy Goldfless 60 Highland Street: Living Room (see page 7)
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The Interfaith Resource Center
at Jewish Family & Children’s Service

Mother’s Circle: The Mother’s Circle Program is an umbrella of
free educational programs and resources for women who are
not Jewish who are raising Jewish children. There is an 8-month
course that provides an introduction to Jewish practices and
ethics and the “how-to’s” of Jewish living.
Interfaith Family Living— Couples’ Workshop: This series will
address many of the issues facing interfaith couples, including
the role of religion in family life, what is best for children, rela-
tionships with extended families, and belonging to a spiritual
community. Small groups meet in a comfortable, non-
judgmental environment.
Groups are forming in November, and each will meet four week-
day evenings, at convenient times and locations for participants.
For more information about any of these programs, please con-
tact Elana Kling-Perkins at 781-647-5327 or
eperkins@jfcsboston.org

Welcome New Members
Amy Dain and Misha Dudnik are excited to be new members
of Dorshei Tzedek— this is their first time joining a congregation.
Amy grew up in Newton and has lived in New England for most
of her life, except for a semester in Moscow and a year in Israel.
Misha was born in Alma Ata, Kazakhstan, went to college in
Tomsk, Siberia, and then made aliyah to Israel. Amy met Misha
on Kibbutz Revivim. Coincidentally, Misha's mother was born in
the same village in Ukraine, Priluki, as Amy's great grandpar-
ents. Ziv was born a year ago at Newton-Wellesley.
Amy has a master's degree in public policy and works as a pol-
icy analyst at Pioneer Institute. Misha works as a software engi-
neer at EMC.
David and Alison Lobron live in Newton Corner with their 2-
year-old daughter Shira. They moved to Newton recently from
Somerville, and were attracted to CDT by the welcoming com-
munity and the focus on social justice, especially Rabbi Toba's
interest in peacemaking and conflict resolution.
David is a programmer at Akamai Technologies in Cambridge,
where he works on Internet routing algorithms. Alison is an ele-
mentary school teacher and literacy specialist, with experience
in the Boston schools, and more recently in Newton. Alison is
currently staying home with Shira, but she does literacy tutoring
on the side.
In their free time, David rows competitively with Community
Rowing on the Charles— look for him on the river at 5:30 AM!
Alison is a member of a semi-professional Jewish a cappella
group called Honorable Menschen. They are also busy prepar-
ing for the next member of the Lobron family— a baby boy due
in early March!
Kristen Petersen and Shayna Farmelant have lived in Water-
town for 11 years or so. Shayna is a fifth grader at Lowell Ele-
mentary School and Kristen is assistant professor of history at
Pine Manor College in Chestnut Hill, and adjunct lecturer at
Mass. College of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences in Bos-
ton. Her specialization is in immigration, race and ethnic studies.
She has written a history of Waltham, a study of women and the
Boston city council, and a history of immigration in Boston. In
their spare time they love to ice skate, build dollhouses, and are
both involved with the Watertown Children's Theatre. This fall
Shayna is Mrs. Beauregarde in "Charlie in the Chocolate Fac-
tory," her fourth WCT production. They were attracted to Dor-
shei Tzedek's tight-knit community, having been introduced to
the congregation by Watertown friends. Shayna often remarked
how often her friends Nellie Port-White and Sam Cohen en-
joyed Hebrew school. That was a clincher for them, as Shayna
continues on her journey to her Bat Mitzvah.

Welcome new members Naomi Ingber and her parents Peggy
Rose and Barry Ingber.
Naomi Ingber is 11 years old and is in Kitah Hay. Her favorite
thing to do is read, especially historical fiction. She is in the fifth
grade at Cambridge Friends School.
Peggy Rose lives in West Medford. She is a nurse who worked
with the homeless for many years and now works in clinical re-
search in neurology. She enjoys music, singing, and working on
her house. Peggy and Naomi sing together in a family chorale.
Peggy is interested in mysticism and she loves to laugh. She
was drawn to CDT because of its spiritual perspective and rich
community experience.
Barry Ingber has long considered himself a Reconstructionist
Jew and is so pleased finally to be joining a welcoming Recon-
structionist congregation that he says it is well worth the com-
mute from North Medford. He was also happy to learn that sev-
eral old friends are members of CDT (we're everywhere!). Barry
does communications for a labor union. He and Naomi enjoy
camping, nature, folk music, and Harry Potter.

mailto:eperkins@jfcsboston.org


Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland Street

West Newton, MA 02465

Dorshei Tzedek Mission Statement
Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist Congregation dedi-
cated to creating a caring and inclusive community, and to
enhancing Jewish practice and learning in the lives of our
members. “Dorshei Tzedek” means “seekers of justice,”
and as our name implies, we are seekers: of meaningful
spirituality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social justice.
Consistent with Reconstructionist philosophy, we are
committed to seriously engaging with Jewish tradition,
challenging that tradition, where need be, and building on
the tradition in creative ways. We do this in order to en-
hance our own lives as contemporary Jews and to per-
petuate our bond— and our children’s bond— to our heri-
tage. We view education for ourselves and our children
as fundamental to Jewish life.
We are a participatory congregation, encouraging all of
our members to take an active role in some aspect of our
congregational life. Our rabbi is our partner in this en-
deavor, and is both teacher and participant in our com-
munity. We value diversity in our congregation, and wel-
come all those who share our commitments.
Finally, we affirm the concept of mitzvah as obligation,
acting on our Jewish values through deeds of tzedek
(social justice) and gemilut chasadim (loving kindness),
both within our congregation and in the larger community.

Dorshei Tzedek Officers, Board, and Committee Chairs
Executive Committee President: Marc Steinberg

Past-President: Nancy Gertz
VP Membership: James Kaplan
VP Finance: Mark Farber
Secretary: Dan Halbert
Education Director: Ewa Maniawski Tuschman
Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Board Chairs Kehillah (in-reach): Diana Fisher Gomberg
Marketing/Publicity: Ellie Goldberg
Membership Outreach: Susannah Zisk
Member-at-large: Paul Hattis
Member-at-large: Andrew Sofer
Nediv Lev: Peter Hess
Newsletter: Dan Halbert
Ritual: Audra Karp / Debbie Waber
School: Judy Herzig-Marx / Betsy Hinden
Space: Stuart Snyder / Steve Siegel
Tikkun Olam: Laurie Goldman

Off-Board Chairs Adult Education: Jeff Kichen
Chesed: Pamela Schoenberg Reider
Rabbinic Liaison: Ora Gladstone
Personnel: Peter Katz
Website: Stan Fleischman
High Holy Days: Theresa St-John Siegel
School Liaison: Tessa Goldsmith


