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President’s Column
Marc Steinberg, president@dorsheitzedek.org

As I sit down to write this column, the top stories in
Google’s world news section at this moment are not about
momentous political events, wars, or economic fluctua-
tions. Instead— as has often recently been the case— they
are about climate change. For the last several months, the
pace of stories appearing in the mainstream news media
announcing various developments with regard to climate
change has accelerated.
Today, it’s predictions of sea levels rising for the next mil-
lennia; last week, it was President Bush appearing to take
on a very faint tinge of green during his recent State of the
Union speech; last month, it was a massive ice shelf
breaking loose and the uncertain future of the world’s polar
bears. Whether it’s Al Gore’s movie, our recent spell of un-
seasonably warm weather, or just accumulated scientific
evidence finally breaking through years of resistance, it
seems as though the cultural zeitgeist surrounding envi-
ronmental issues has finally begun to move in a new direc-
tion. Energy conservation— long out of fashion in Amer-
ica’s cultural and political center— appears to be making
something of a halting resurgence.
Why, you ask, am I writing a synagogue
newsletter column about energy conserva-
tion? I’m writing this because I think that
energy conservation and environmental
awareness is a critical aspect of tikkun
olam. I’m not alone in this belief: the Coali-
tion on the Environment and Jewish Life
(COEJL, www.coejl.org) was founded several years ago
on this premise, and Dorshei Tzedek’s Board recently
signed on to a joint COEJL/JRF-sponsored initiative. The
first phase of this initiative is a drive to get congregation
members to begin replacing their standard light bulbs with
compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs).
You’ve probably heard about CFL bulbs already. You
probably know that they are being touted as a significant
and easy way to conserve energy. For example, the gov-

ernment’s Energy Star statement is this: “If every American
home replaced just one light bulb with an ENERGY STAR,
we would save enough energy to light more than 2.5 mil-
lion homes for a year and prevent greenhouse gases
equivalent to the emissions of nearly 800,000 cars.” Each
CFL bulb can prevent up to 450 pounds of power plant
emissions over its lifetime.
I would like to take this opportunity to ask you all to join in
the CFL drive, and as part of your Tu b’Shvat practice this
year, I ask that you please consider replacing your old
bulbs with new CFL equivalents as they burn out. How-
ever, I also want to say that replacing light bulbs, while a
good first step, is only one of a myriad of ways in which we
can reduce our overall energy consumption and begin to
become conscious of the ways in which our actions and
choices impact the environment.
These bulbs are a convenient place to begin, but in addi-
tion to the CFL drive I wish to offer you an additional chal-
lenge: over the coming year, I ask that you make it part of
your personal tikkun olam practice to continue looking for
other ways to reduce your environmental impact. I’ll give
you one example of what I’m talking about and why I view
CFL bulbs as just a starting point. Consider your car. No

(Continued on page 2)
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Contacting Rabbi Toba: Rabbi Toba does not have regu-
lar office hours but is available to talk about any spiritual,
religious, or personal issues that you might want to dis-
cuss. You can contact her at rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or
617.965.0330 x2. If she is unavailable, there will be a rabbi
on-call in case of emergency. The rabbi's voice-mail will
have information on how to reach the on-call rabbi.

Informational Meeting:
Beit Olam East

Cemetery Expansion
On Sunday February 11, from 4:00 to 5:30 pm, repre-
sentatives from the Jewish Cemetery Association of Mas-
sachusetts (JCAM) will be in the Sanctuary at CDT to
make a presentation regarding the Beit Olam East Ceme-
tery expansion in Wayland, and to answer any questions
that Dorshei Tzedek members may have. The Beit Olam
Cemetery has both Jewish and interfaith sections. If you
were unable to attend the walk-through of the site, this is
an opportunity to hear from the planners and answer any
questions you may have. Planning for a meaningful and
appropriate burial site is a decision we should all be con-
sidering, and this is not only an individual decision but
something to be considered as a community as well.
Please contact James Kaplan at 617-965-0655 with any
questions.

matter how fuel-efficient your car is, every gallon of gaso-
line you use creates approximately 19.4 pounds of carbon
dioxide. If your car gets, say, 25 MPG, then you cancel out
the lifetime impact of a single CFL bulb by driving just 600
miles. (You can do your own math if your car’s fuel effi-
ciency is significantly higher or lower.) Most of us aren’t in
a position to give up our cars, but this isn’t an all-or-
nothing equation! Every mile you don’t drive and every car-
pool you participate in is, in its own small way, a contribu-
tion to tikkun olam.
I also want to caution you that as with most environmental
choices we must make, CFL bulbs present not just a bene-
fit but also a risk, albeit a small one. On the one hand,
CFLs are now inexpensive to buy, they last for years, and
they use a fraction of the energy required by regular incan-
descent bulbs. On the other hand, CFL bulbs contain small
amounts of mercury, which is an environmental contami-
nant and known biohazard. I won’t get into a technical dis-
cussion here about why these bulbs contain small
amounts of mercury, but I do want you to know that you
shouldn’t let this stop you from making the switch because
in an ironic twist, installing CFL bulbs actually prevents the
release of mercury into the air by reducing the amount of
electricity you use. (Generating electricity by burning coal
releases mercury directly into the atmosphere.) When CFL
bulbs burn out, don’t throw them away! Take them to New-
ton’s recycling center on Rumford Avenue or visit www.
lamprecycle.org for instructions on how to dispose of these
bulbs safely in your community. And, if one of these bulbs
breaks, here are lamprecycle.org’s guidelines for what to
do: “Ventilate area where breakage occurred. Take usual
precautions for collection of broken glass. Do not use a
standard vacuum cleaner. Place materials in closed con-
tainer to avoid generating dust.”
I’m not going to pretend that CFL bulbs are going to save
the world from catastrophic climate change, but any incre-
mental change you can bring yourself to make is a step
along the way toward becoming environmentally responsi-
ble and a slight turn away from potential future disaster. I
hope you’ll join me in reimagining energy conservation and
environmental awareness as tikkun olam, and I wish you a
snowy and cold rest of winter.

mailto:rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org
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CDT Retreat
June 1-3, 2007

Mark your calendars now! All
members are invited to the re-
treat this spring at Camp
Ramah in Central Massachu-
setts, only about an hour’s drive
from Newton. Adults and chil-
dren are welcome at this very
special event that only happens every two (or three!)
years. Join together to learn, play, sing, dance, and enjoy
a special experience together. Please help plan the re-
treat! Contact Bill Shorr today at 617.787.1632 or bill.
shorr@gmail.com, or Betsy Hinden at 617.325.4716 or
bhinden@rcn.com. Thanks!

Second Annual CDT Goods
and Services Auction

March 24, 2007
Volunteers Needed! Last year the auction raised $6,000 to
help CDT meet its expenses.  With your help we can raise
even more! This year’s event will feature a silent auction, mu-
sic, appetizers, dessert and door prizes. How can you help?

• Help plan the event
• Help out on the day of the auction
• Donate items and services
• Put March 24 in your calendar and come to the auction

Popular items last year included: cooking classes, home-
made Shabbat dinners, homemade challah, canoe rides
and picnic, red sox tickets, airline miles, knitting lessons,
Hebrew lessons and artwork. Please think about what you
can offer. A great way to advertise your business to your
community! A great way to share a hobby and connect
with others!

Tu Bishvat :  Inspira tion to  Action
Saturday, February 3, 7:30 pm

FUSN: Head Start Room (1326 Washington St, Newton)
“Not only does nature sustain us physically, it can also engender in us, if we allow it, a …  sense of wonder
so indestructible that it would last throughout life, as an unfailing antidote against …  alienation from the
sources of our strength.”— Rachel Louise Carson
It's an unseasonably warm January in Boston, and the trees are beginning to bloom
around us. Is it a harbinger of Tu Bishvat... or a sign of global warming?
Tu Bishvat, the new year of the trees, is a time to think about our relationship to the natu-
ral world and our responsibility as Jews to protect it. Join us for a Tu Bishvat seder that
will celebrate Judaism's environmental values and explore ways we can weave environ-
mental awareness and action into our lives and into our community. (Food will be sup-
plied. This event is recommended for adults and teenagers.)

Purim is Coming!!
Saturday, March 3, 7 - 9 pm

Come one, come all, to our annual Purim bash featuring Rav Tiffany and Purim davvening, megillah-
reading, lots of hamentaschen, costume parade and prizes, and, of course, the ever-fabulous PURIM
SPIEL!! More details next month. To get involved in the spiel, please contact Sheree Galpert
at sgalpert@yahoo.com

To volunteer, offer an auction service or item, or for more
information please contact Judy Hersh at
judyhersh@comcast.net.

mailto:shorr@gmail.com
mailto:bhinden@rcn.com
mailto:sgalpert@yahoo.com
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Bat  Mitzvah of  Eula l ia  Rose  Port  White
February 3, 2007

Please help us celebrate as our daughter Eulalia Rose Port White is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.
Eulalia Rose is a 7th grade honor-roll student in the Watertown Middle School (Watertown is a town across
the river from Newton). In addition to her secular and Hebrew school studies, Eulalia Rose has wide-ranging
interests including following national and local politics (especially around campaign time), swimming, music,
and fashion. She has many opinions on many topics— some of which you will hear more about at the ser-
vice. Please join us. After the service there will be lunch and dancing in the social hall. It would be great if
you could let us know if you will be joining us for lunch so we know how much hamster hummus to order.
— Lisa Dee and Malcolm Port White (ldpw@rcn.com)

Bar  Mitzvah o f  Davin  Paley-Zimble
February 17, 2007

Please celebrate with us when Davin Paley-Zimble is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Davin is a 7th
grader at Beaver Country Day School. After making marzipan at a Hebrew class, he asked at age five to
pursue a Jewish education. He still likes cooking (especially dishes involving many pots and the fire alarm),
art and swimming. For his Tikkun Olam project, Davin formed a team to swim a mile for the Massachusetts
Breast Cancer Coalition fundraiser, and welcomes you as a member. We hope you can join us on this spe-
cial day.— Shari Zimble and Mark Paley

Dorshei Tzedek Film Club
Saturday, February 24, 6:30 pm

We are reverting to our previous policy
of showing films in member’s homes.
Please join us at 6:30 pm (optional) for
soup and schmoozing. (We will supply
a nice vegetarian soup and cold drinks.)
The film will begin at 7:30 pm. Plan to

stay awhile afterwards, if you can, to discuss the film,
which will be Little Jerusalem by Karin Albou (La Petite Je-
rusalem, France, 2005, 94 minutes).
Desire is a persistent and occasionally pernicious thing in
Karin Albou's exquisitely rendered drama. The film takes
its title from a suburb of Paris, home to a large Jewish
population. Laura (Fanny Valette) is a young woman who
lives in a small apartment with her Orthodox family: her
Tunisian mother, as well as her sister Mathilde (Elsa Zyl-
berstein), Mathilde's husband (Bruno Todeschino), and

their four children. Passion erupts when Laura falls in love
with a Muslim man, and she must choose between follow-
ing the tenets of her faith and her own desires. In French
with English subtitles. The film won nominations for Best
First Film and Most Promising Actress (Valette) at this
year's César Awards. (Description adapted from the Van-
couver International Film Festival.)
The location for the showing of the film is TBA. It will be
announced on the CDT listserv.
We have films every month. Here is our schedule:
Mar. 17: Lost Embrace
Apr. 14: The Sky is Falling
May 19: Alila
If you have any questions, contact Stan Fleischman,
617.332.5433, stanf@rcn.com) or Emily Sper
(617.332.5033, emily@emilysper.com.

mailto:ldpw@rcn.com
mailto:stanf@rcn.com
mailto:emily@emilysper.com
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Shabbat  Programs
Unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held
at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer space: 60 Highland
Street in the Second Church of Newton, West Newton.

Shabbat Shira!
Friday, February 2nd

6:15 candle-lighting and potluck dinner
7 pm erev Shabbat service

Join us for a Shabbat dinner and special musical erev
Shabbat service as we celebrate Shabbat Shira, the
“Shabbat of Song” (named for the Song of the Sea
which the Israelites sang as they crossed to freedom,
from the Torah portion that Shabbat morning). Our
very own Hankus Netsky, musician extraordinaire,
and Dena Ressler, a wonderful klezmer clarinetist, will
join Rabbi Toba for an evening of beautiful music and
lots of singing and dancing! Adults and kids of all ages
welcome.

Potlucks in Members’ Homes!
Friday night, February 9

Did you meet some of your
best CDT friends at a pot-
luck? Many members have!
Sign up to host or be a guest
at a potluck in a member’s
home. It’s easy and fun.
Please RSVP by February 2
to Ami Gordon at amisgordon@comcast.net and let
her know if you would like to host, be a guest, or do
either. Also, please let her know any relevant informa-
tion, preferences, or restrictions, (e.g., food or pet al-
lergies, dietary restrictions, age preferences). When
you RSVP, please make it a commitment. (If people
change their minds it adds a lot of work to our wonder-
ful matchmaker’s job!)

All-ages Erev Shabbat Services and Potlucks
March 9, April 6, May 4, June 8

Once a month, we gather for a potluck
vegetarian dinner, beginning with candle-

lighting at 6 pm, followed by a musical, all-

ages erev Shabbat service at 6:45 pm. Please bring a
vegetarian/fish main dish or salad to share (enough for
10 – 12 people).

Erev Shabbat Services
March 16, April 13, May 11, 8 – 9:30 pm

Each month we welcome Shabbat with an evening of
song, prayer, and reflection. Please join us!

Tot Shabbat
February 10, March 17, April 21, May 12

10:45 – 11:30 am, Room 112, Second Church
Tot Shabbat is for children around the

ages of 3-5 and their parents. We do a
little singing, a little praying, and
celebrating of holidays. And, of
course there will be snacks and

crafts. Please call Karen Wasserman at
617.325.4716 with any questions.

Junior Congregation
February 10, March 10, April 7, May 12

10.45 am – 12 noon
Calling all students grades 3-7 for a wonderful Shabbat
experience! Join us for Junior Congregation led by
Elana Rome. This is a joyful, spirited, service with
prayers, music, a Torah skit, and our very own Kid-
dush (kids only please!). We’ll meet in Room 111 (first
floor across from the Child Care room). Questions?
Call the CDT School at 617.965.5443.

Yiddish Sing
with Linda Gritz and Mike Katz
Saturday, February 10, 1 pm

Free of charge, in our Sanctuary following
Shabbat services and Kiddush lunch

Come learn Yiddish songs and sing
those you already know! No knowl-
edge of  Yiddish is necessary. Song
sheets will be provided. Linda Gritz
and Mike Katz lead the Workman's
Circle Yiddish sing-a-long in  Brook-
line and are active Yiddishists.

mailto:amisgordon@comcast.net
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Jewish Vocational Service Employment Help: The Ca-
reer Moves program at Jewish Vocational Services has
redirected its mission to focus on those members of the
Jewish community most in need. They are providing low/
no-cost customized employment and counseling services
to anyone dealing with unemployment or underemploy-
ment. They offer coaching, resume, and interview prep,
networking contacts, peer support groups, job leads and
referrals to employers. For more information, contact Judy
Bottkol at jbottkol@jvs-boston.org, or call 617.399.3162.

Jewish Family & Children's Service offers a variety of
support groups, including groups for new mothers, gay and
lesbian parents of infants, adoption resources, and other
services. Visit their website for more information: www.
jfcsboston.org.

Synagogue Men’s
Softball League

Thinking about spring sports now that
football season is over?

Are there men who want to represent Dorshei
Tzedek in the Men’s Synagogue Softball
League, which is made up of 18 teams in Metro

Boston? There are teams from congregations in Newton,
Brookline, Wellesley, Natick, Framingham, Sudbury, Way-
land, Lexington, Canton, Stoughton, Randolph, and
Sharon. Games are played on Sunday mornings between
April and the end of June, with single elimination playoffs
in July. The team fee for joining the league is $200, plus
equipment, T-shirts, and caps. Games are played with 10
men in the field.
There was an attempt to start a team last year but we fell a
couple guys short. We need a minimum of 15 to 20 guys
on a roster. With just a few more players than last year,
we’ll be able to start a team. You are eligible if you are
male and a member in good standing in our congregation.
So even if you haven’t played softball in years, this is the
time to pick it up again.
The team that wins the playoffs gets the coveted “Kiddush
Cup,” Wouldn’t you like to see the “Kiddush Cup” displayed
on the Dorshei Tzedek bimah?
Interested? Email Elliot Pittel at epittel@comcast.net, or
call 617.964.7011 to sign up.

Israel Town Hall Meeting
Temple Shalom, Newton

Wednesday, March 7, 7:30 pm
A Newton Town Hall Meeting entitled “A Conversation with
Consul General Nadav Tamir” is set for Wednesday,
March 7 at 7:30 pm at Temple Shalom of Newton. Dorshei
Tzedek is a co-sponsor of this event.
The Consul General of Israel to New England will brief at-
tendees on the situation in the Middle East as well as the
strategic threats to the region. After the briefing, you will be
given the opportunity to share your thoughts and concerns
in an open community discussion.
This event is sponsored by JCRC’s Israel Action Center,
Combined Jewish Philanthropies, Temple Shalom of New-
ton, Temple Emanuel of Newton, Temple Emeth of New-
ton, Temple Beth Elohim of Wellesley, Congregation Dor-
shei Tzedek of Newton, and Christians and Jews United
for Israel.
For more information, or to RSVP contact
israelevents@jcrcboston.org or 617-457-8650.

mailto:jbottkol@jvs-boston.org
mailto:epittel@comcast.net
mailto:israelevents@jcrcboston.org
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Adult Education
NEW CLASS!

 Winners, Winedrinkers, and Wives:
Feminist Approaches to Rabbinic Literature

with Rabbi Jane Kanarek
Sunday, March 11, 10 am - noon

60 Highland Street
 The Talmud has been called both misogynistic and won-
derful about women. The truth lies somewhere in between.
In this class, we will examine Talmud stories of women
who argue for their place in Jewish society. We will look at
how they context what men want and how men reply to
their challenges. We will bring our own voices to these
women’s lives to understand what it means to be a femi-
nist and a Jew.
Rabbi Kanarek is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of
Chicago in rabbinic literature and legal theory. Currently,
she is teaching Talmud and Jewish law at rabbinical
school of Hebrew College.

The Call to Leadership: Ancient Models
Distance Learning Program

 Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Taught by Tamar Kamionkowski, Ph.D., RRC’s Dean and

Chair of the Department of Biblical Civilization
 February 11 - May 4

This new course examines the nature of leadership
through the lens of the prophets. The writings of the bibli-
cal prophets are among the most inspiring, troubling and
complex texts of the Bible. In this six-session course, we
will delve into the self-reflections of a number of prophets
to understand more fully what compelled them to take on
the challenging role of a prophet in Israel. We will pay par-
ticular attention to the call narratives -- the moment of
God’s call to a prophetic life -- of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah,
Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The course will include six ses-
sions, each of which is available online for two weeks. This
allows people to participate at times convenient for them.
The cost for the course is $75 for members of JRF congre-
gations and $150 for others. A video introduction to the
course is available at the RRC web site. You may also reg-
ister online or e-mail Janis Smith at jsmith@rrc.edu. Reg-
istration is available now and continues through February
2, 2007.

Shabbat Morning Study
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Saturday mornings at 8:45 am, 60 Highland Street
 February 10, March 10, April 7, May 12

Join Rabbi Spitzer for discussion of the weekly Torah por-
tion at this once-a-month study opportunity before Shabbat
morning services. No text study experience necessary!
Bring your own coffee/tea and a few good questions.

Judaism and Practice
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Wednesdays, 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm, 60 Highland Street
Please note: NO CLASS on January 31, February 21

In this ongoing, weekly class, we are exploring a wide vari-
ety of Jewish texts with the intention of developing prac-
tices in our daily lives that cultivate greater wisdom, clarity,
patience, gratitude and compassion. Topics include: bless-
ings and morning practices; meditation; eating; Shabbat;
mindful use of speech and other ethical teachings. This
class is intended for folks at any level of Jewish obser-
vance (or non-observance), and with any range of comfort
with all things spiritual!

Letting God In: Study and Practice
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Thursday mornings, 8 – 9 am, 60 Highland Street
Please note: NO CLASS on February 1, February 22

“Where does God live?” asked the Rabbi of Kotzk. And he
answered his own question: “Where we let God in.” What
does it mean to “let God in,” if we’re not even sure if we
believe in God? How do we “let God in” in the face of
skepticism, rationalism, doubt? What are the obstacles to
“letting God in” to our lives, our hearts? What are practices
that we can cultivate to begin to experience— or to experi-
ence more deeply— a Godly presence in our lives? In this
ongoing weekly class we explore these questions through
text study and practice. Bring your questions, your life ex-
perience, your willingness to learn and explore!

mailto:jsmith@rrc.edu
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Chesed
If you or someone in your household is ill or in need of
support, please contact Rabbi Spitzer (617.965.0330) or
Jackie Fleischman of the Chesed Committee (617.332-
5433 or jackief@rcn.com).
Have you recently had a mazel tov moment? Let us know!
Please notify the Newsletter Committee of life cycle
events, significant accomplishments, or other moments
you would like to share with the Dorshei Tzedek commu-
nity. E-mail your announcement to dtnews@yahoogroups.
com.
For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is
available through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This
fund is administered solely by the rabbi and is completely
confidential. If you are in need of assistance, please call
Rabbi Spitzer at 617.965.0330 x2.

Refuah Sh’lemah
The community of Congregation Dorshei Tzedek sends
blessings and prayers for healing, refuah sh’lemah, to
Zach Carson, Roberta Carson, Shari Zimble, and Trudy
Nemeth. May healing and comfort come to you and to
those who care for you.

Condolences
To Linda Schiller, Steve Robins and Sara
Schiller-Robins, on the death of Linda’s fa-
ther, Bud Krohn. May his memory be for a
blessing.

We would like to thank everyone who davened with us,
came to shiva, fed us, emailed us, sent cards, called and
sent good energy our way after the death of our dad and
Zayde, Bud Krohn. The wonderful Havdallah shiva minyan
lead by Dan Rome and supported by so many from CDT
and other walks of our lives was an incredible gift, and
really changed the tenor of our grief. The opportunity to
talk about his life and how meaningful it is, even to people
who didn't know him, created angels that helped his spirit
ascend and gave us greater peace. The power of commu-
nity was manifest to me, and I thank you all so much for
your support. I know my dad was honored and blessed ,
as were we all.— Linda Schiller, Steve Robins, and Sara
Schiller-Robins

Yarzheits
This month, we honor the memories of two Dorshei
Tzedek members, Frances Greenberg and Marion
Weinberg. Frances’ second yarzheit falls on Monday, Feb-
ruary 19; we will mark it at Shabbat morning services on
February 17t Marion’s tenth yarzheit falls on Thursday,
February 22, and we will mark it at Shabbat morning ser-
vices on February 24. May both of their memories be for a
blessing, and may all that they gave while they were alive
continue to enrich our lives as individuals and as a com-
munity.

Mazel Tov
 To Stan and Jackie Fleischman, on the birth of their
grandson, Benjamin Kasiel!

Todah Rabah
A big todah rabah to Emily Sper for organizing our second
annual CDT Artists Exhibit, and to all those who made it
happen: the exhibit hangers/organizers--Emily, Wendy
Gedanken, Richard Tuschman, and Trish Nuzzola; and
the contributing artists--all of the above plus Susannah
Zisk, Annalise Littman, Emma Halwitz, and Sharon
Gorberg.
Come see the show! It’ll be hanging throughout the month
of February in our prayer space.
Todah Rabah to the 7th grade families who purchased
beautiful wall hangings for brightening up the Fellowship
Hall for our special kiddushes— to Laya Steinberg and
Shari Zimble for doing the purchasing and construction,
and to the Rogers/Schwartz, Grodsky/Rosenthal, Zim-
ble/Paley, Port White, Schoenberg/Reider, and
Steinberg/Miller families for their contributions for the pur-
chase.
And a big thanks to Judy Hersh, Laura Katz, and Julie
Fox, for purchasing lovely white tablecloths for special
events at the Congregation!
Todah rabah to the following members who sponsored
Kiddush in December and January:

Stan & Jackie Fleischman
Mei See Sandson

Trish Nuzzola
Stephanie Bennett
Joshua Breindel

Ayala Galton
Carol Sklar

mailto:jackief@rcn.com
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Moving from Debt to Assets
Starting in February, Sunday evenings

Emily Sper, emily@emilysper.com
GBIO-run financial empowerment classes will be starting in
February at CDT on Sunday nights. The program is free
for members. Participants commit to attending four
classes, each 2-1/2 hours, followed by six meetings
monthly with a peer support group. For those under 80%
of the Federal mean income, there will be three individual
counseling sessions and a $500 grant (one per family).
Look for details in the forthcoming mailing!

GBIO
Tikkun Olam, Dorshei Tzedek and You

by Ora Gladstone
Upcoming Events:

 February: “Moving from Debt to Assets” class (see below)
March 8: Press Conference on Health Care Affordability

and Credibility, State House, 8:15 am
(time and place subject to change)

March 8: Dorshei Tzedek Aging with Dignity Form,
7 – 9 pm, 60 Highland

March 14: GBIO Elder Care Action Meeting,
Fourth Presbyterian Church, South Boston, 7:30 – 9 pm

While the New Year has only recently begun, the work we
have been involved in with GBIO continues and grows. A
group of us from the CDT GBIO/Tikkun Olam committee met
in December to discuss our four primary areas of action.
The first area of action is our own internal work and our
cooperation with GBIO on elder care issues. Within CDT,
house meetings to discuss the impact of elder care need
on our congregants helped us gather information that will
be used to go forward both within the congregation and
within GBIO. This practical and emotional issue is one that
so many of us are confronting or will need to address in
the near future. We are in the process of planning internal
actions proposed at the house meetings to address the
needs of our members. In addition, as part of a GBIO-wide
initiative, we will hold our own “Aging with Dignity Forum”
on Wednesday, March 8 from 7 – 9 pm. During the Fo-
rum, we will discuss how we can better prepare for aging.
We will also reflect on our vision for aging with dignity as
we help create an “Elder Care Bill of Rights” to be used in
upcoming public actions.
Second, a class on financial empowerment titled “Moving
from Debt to Assets” will take place on Sunday nights,
beginning in February, at 60 Highland. This topic was a
concern we identified in our house meetings last spring.
Third, CDT members joined hundreds of GBIO leaders in
the January 25 Delegates Assembly to celebrate the new

health care reform law’s expansion of health care insur-
ance to the state’s low-income families, and to call on deci-
sion-makers to assure that forthcoming regulations
will allow all residents to access truly creditable and afford-
able coverage. The stories and data we helped collect
from over 600 GBIO congregants is already influencing
how policymakers will define “affordability.” Yashar Koach
to our Paul Hattis for his work on analyzing the data! Mark
your calendars for the March 8 action to respond to the re-
lease of the proposed affordability guidelines.
Fourth, Laurie Goldman has been following up on the bar-
tering/networking ideas that were presented at the Anne
Bookman event at CDT on 10/29 and Lisa Schneier and
Amy Mazur are following up with internal CDT actions pro-
posed at that event.

mailto:emily@emilysper.com
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A Summer of Small Giving at Camp JRF
and a Fall of Abundant Receiving

at the JRF Convention
By Clifford Goldsmith

Late Wednesday night in early November, I caught a train
at Route 128 station and alighted at 30th Street Station in
Philadelphia in the wee hours of Thursday morning. Peo-
ple interested in Reconstructionist Judaism were taking a
similar journey from all over North America to the Hyatt
Regency at Penn Landing for a Convention titled “Our
Evolving Jewish Journey.” The JRF Convention caters to
everyone’s interests by providing eight different tracks:
Creativity, Congregational Development, Education, Israel,
Ritual and Liturgy, Spirituality, Tikkun Olam and Youth. I
came to the JRF Convention with very specific objectives:
to further my personal growth and to nourish myself spiritu-
ally. To meet these goals, I focused primarily on the Spiri-
tuality and Creativity tracks. Unfortunately space in the
newsletter will only allow me to discuss a sampling of
those extraordinary sessions.
Jewish Journaling (led by Janet Falon): I made some big
changes in my life after the summer and I began to keep a
journal with occasional entries. I felt intuitively that journal-
ing might be a good way to focus my thoughts and make
my life choices more intentional. Janet not only confirmed
this belief, but also made me feel completely comfortable
with some more creative ways of journaling. She began
with an explanation of how journaling has been, and re-
mains, an inherently Jewish activity. From the Kabbalist
mystics who recorded their practices of reaching altered
states of consciousness, to the more recent journals of
those who lived during the Holocaust, to the journals of fa-
mous Jewish leaders, like Ben Gurion, and thinkers, like
Sigmund Freud. Janet pointed out that writing, recording,
and reflecting, the principles upon which Journaling is
based, have long been a part of Jewish custom. We dove
into the practical aspects of keeping a journal as well as
how you can use your journal to nurture Jewish values and
concerns. Janet used examples from her own writing to
demonstrate journaling and used hands-on exercises to
open our eyes to creative ways of making journaling vital
and living. This was a wonderful session and I came away
after 90 minutes with a strong sense that journaling can
deepen my spiritual connections to Judaism.  (If you are
interested in learning more, Janet is the author of The
Jewish Journaling Book: How to Use Jewish Tradition to
Write Your Life and Explore Your Soul Jewish Lights,
2004.)

Jewish Approaches to Voluntary Simplicity (Betsy
Teutsch and Rabbi Jerry Seidler): Betsy opened this ses-
sion with the question, “How many pairs of shoes do you
own?” It was fascinating to hear the different responses
from the twenty or so people in the session. Some people
proudly announced that they had fewer than five pairs,
while others came up with highly creative explanations (or
apologies) for their twenty or more pairs. Rabbi Jerry
Seidler described his personal journey from material ex-
cess as a successful lawyer to becoming a Rabbi. Along
the way, he and the members of his family found ways to
simplify their lifestyles. We looked at Jewish ideas and
texts behind voluntary simplification and we also discussed
theory and practice about developing a consciousness
around spending money. One comment stayed with me
long after this session. It came from a petite, expensively-
dressed and clearly wealthy middle-aged woman. She de-
clared to the group “I love horse-riding”. She went on to
describe how she has a large home in an affluent
neighborhood with stables and she invests a lot in her ex-
pensive interest. She suggested that some would consider
this indulgent, but for her it was the joy of her life – it made
her very happy. I have often thought that my drive for ma-
terial possessions gets in the way of my spiritual growth.
But then there are things that I love, like good food. Per-
haps this woman had keyed in to an important concept –
Jewish simplification does not mean giving up the posses-
sions one loves.. It might simply mean giving up on the
things that we have acquired without thought or intention,
the things that we own as status symbols for our neighbors
and friends, the things that possess us. I have plenty of
work to do in this area.
Differently Familiar Prayer Services: It was personally
enriching to be exposed to variations in prayer services.
Friday morning began with a breathtaking Shacharit Medi-
tation service. Saturday morning offered two different ser-
vices, and I went to Adat Shalom’s where I experienced
the warmth and charisma of Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobbs
and the amazingly beautiful voice of Hazzan Rachel Hersh
Epstein. I really enjoyed the familiar differences in their
styles, especially the opportunity to hear a real Hazzan. A
moment of “flow” (happiness) came to me as we all
walked, singing to join the two Shacharit services into one
large Torah Service, led by the phenomenal Rabbi Jason
Klein. It was incredible to see the many leaders of our
movement honored in one service including our own
Chayim Herzig-Marx, who made Dorshei Tzedek proud

(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

with a perfect Maftir and Haftorah. I would encourage eve-
ryone to visit other congregations and experience different
services from time to time. It’s good for all of us!
A highlight for me was Friday Night. Rabbi Jeff Eisenstat
and Student Rabbi Ezra Weinberg “reconstructed” summer
camp for the adults as they led a Camp JRF-style Kabbalat
Shabbat (Welcoming Shabbat) followed by a Shabbat din-
ner, a camp-led Birkat Hamazon (Grace after Meals) and
then a typical Camp JRF Oneg Shabbat. It was wonderful
to cast off my inhibitions and self-consciousness and sing
and dance with everyone.
But my biggest learning came in the form of a surprise.
Summer was far from my thoughts in coming to the JRF
Convention, but I should tell you that I had a very mean-
ingful summer last year: perhaps the most fulfilling one I
can remember. It all began when my daughter, Amy, and
her friends, all Camp JRF counselors, stayed over at our
house on their way to the Spring Northeast Kallah. I was
renovating our third floor and I had them help me hold a
heavy LVL beam in place as I secured it. The heavy physi-
cal labor and the resulting creativity excited them, and
when we were done one of them suggested that I help
campers and staff build at Camp JRF that summer. On a
whim I wrote to Rabbi Jeff Eisenstat and the camp director,
Isaac Saposnik, who did not know me at all, and volun-
teered my time to build something with the campers and
staff. To my astonishment they took a chance and that was
how I got to spend a good part of my summer with JRF
campers and staff building a new Beit Tefillah (Sanctuary
of Prayer) in the woods. This significant project became an
entire community effort and the results were amazing – not
just the sheer beauty of the physical Beit Tefillah, but the
sense of ruach (spirit) that came from working as a com-
munity and the heightened spirituality that was created by
our thoughtful integration with nature.
So what has this got to do with the 41st JRF Convention.
Well, from the moment I walked into the hotel I was
greeted with smiles and hugs. This was not just from staff
and campers, but visitors to Camp JRF, Rabbis and others
who had worked at the camp, and even people who had
not been at camp but had heard about the building of the
Beit Tefillah. During some of the sessions in the Education
and Youth tracks, the Beit Tefillah project was mentioned
and at a meeting of the youth movement, Noar Hadash,
many of the older campers described how formative the
building experience was for them personally. I was truly
honored and overjoyed by the success of the project. A

little giving in the summer came back to me tenfold in the
form of joy that will continue for years to come. In the act
of giving lies the most important basis for personal growth
and spiritual nourishment.
The 42nd JRF Convention is right here in Boston in 2008.
What an opportunity we have ahead of us!

JRF Launches New Interactive Website
JRF’s cutting-edge new website brings you in as a co-
creator. Submit articles about your congregation; upload
artwork; see what’s happening in the Reconstructionist
movement and add your voice.
The JRF website continues to be a great repository of
valuable information, but now it also is a tool that helps
congregants meet one another, as well as reach out to
people who resonate with our ideas but haven’t come
across a Reconstructionist community.
Check out the new site by clicking on the prominent link at
http://jrf.org.

JRF Joins Effort of Religious Leaders in
Supporting Raise in Minimum Wage

On January 8, 2007, leaders of the Reconstructionist
movement joined with leaders from the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), The United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism, and the Union for Reform Judaism in sending a
letter to members of Congress calling for an increase in
the federal minimum wage from $5.15 an hour to $7.25 an
hour. This effort sprang from relationships established at a
meeting in November, 2006 in which a joint statement on
Israel was released. They came together to issue a state-
ment with this preface:

“The Jewish and Presbyterian communities have
long advocated for the rights of fair pay and the
sanctity of families. We have sought an end to
child labor, sweatshops, the six-day work week,
and occupational safety violations. Today, we con-
tinue our commitment to these values, by calling
on Congress to raise the federal minimum wage to
$7.25 an hour and give America’s workers the pay
increase they so rightfully deserve.”

To read the full statement, go to http://www4.jrf.org/wage-
statement.

http://jrf.org.
http://www4.jrf.org/wage-
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Community Events
Connie Spear Birnbaum Memorial Lecture

Rabbi David Ellenson
March 25, 7:30 pm, Temple Shalom, Newton

This year’s Birnbaum Lecture will feature Rabbi David El-
lenson, President of Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion. Associated with HUC-JIR for over 30
years, Rabbi Ellenson is a beloved teacher and mentor to
generations of Reform rabbinic students. His topic will be,
“A Shared Landscape, Different Roads: What Modern Jew-
ish History Has to Teach us About Jewish Unity Today.”
This lecture will reflect on the rise of modern Jewish move-
ments and the divisions present in the Jewish community,
and will address how mutual Jewish respect and dialogue
can emerge in a contemporary setting. The lecture is free
and open to the public. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. and the
program begins promptly at 7:30.

Program for Jewish Tots with Disabilities
and their Parents

March 4, March 25, April 29
Solomon Schechter Day School, 60 Stein Circle, Newton

Introduce young children with disabilities to the joys of
Jewish tradition!
Through music, movement, crafts and multi-sensory activi-
ties, this Etgar L’Noar program, under the umbrella of
Gateways: Access to Jewish Education, provides a unique
monthly program for 2, 3, and 4 year olds with disabilities
and their parents. The sessions will be led by Gateways
Education Committee members Judy Weinberg and
Maggie Cooper, who both have extensive experience in
early intervention and Jewish and special education.
The remaining programs will be held at Solomon
Schechter Day School, 60 Stein Circle, Newton (see www.
jgateways.org for directions) on Sunday mornings, 10 - 11
am, on the following days:

March 4: Purim Party
March 25: Passover Playtime
April 29: Israel Investigation

To register or for more information contact Nancy Mager at
nancy@jgateways.org or call 617.630.9010. Learn more
about Gateways: Access to Jewish Education at www.
jgateways.org

Camp JRF
It may still be cold out, but it’s not too early to think about
summer camp! The Reconstructionist movement has its
own, wonderful summer camp in the Poconos. Camp
JRF is a place for kids in grades 3 through 12 to have a
summer filled with fun, friendships, and creative Jewish
community. Along with sports, arts and crafts, music and
drama and nature programs, campers at Camp JRF create
unbelievable community and get to experience the
rhythms of Jewish living in a fun, inclusive environment.
Sessions this summer run from June 27th-July 22 and July
25-August 5, with a “mini-camp”-- the Nitzanim program--
for entering 3rd and 4th graders from July 25-August 5.
Camp JRF is committed to including all children who want
to come, and financial aid is available. In addition, Dorshei
Tzedek has a Camp JRF scholarship fund for additional
help. To find out more about Camp JRF, visit the website
at www.campjrf.org. For information about the CDT schol-
arship fund, please be in touch with Marla Lichtman in the
office.

Resolving Conflicts for Young Children
Resolving young children’s conflicts will be the theme of
the first in a series of seminars sponsored by the Jewish
day schools of Greater Boston in collaboration with Com-
bined Jewish Philanthropies DAF: Jewish Day School Ad-
vocacy and the Jewish Community Centers of Greater
Boston.
The seminar, titled “Resolving Conflicts for Young Chil-
dren: Tips for Success & Why This is as Important as
Reading and Math,” led by Betsy Evans, early childhood
educational consultant and conflict resolution specialist,
will take place on Thursday, February 8, 2007 at 7:30 p.
m. at the Leventhal-Sidman Jewish Community Center,
333 Nahanton Street, Newton. Tickets are $10 in advance
and $12 at the door.
For tickets or further information, contact Loren Alberg at
lorena@cjp.org or 617.457.8542.

mailto:nancy@jgateways.org
http://www.campjrf.org.
mailto:lorena@cjp.org
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Events and services are held at The Second Church, 60 Highland Street,
West Newton, unless otherwise noted. During Rabbi Toba’s weekends off,
members of the congregation will lead services. Free childcare is available
during Shabbat morning services in the large classroom near the office on the
first floor. No Fragrances, Please: So that Dorshei Tzedek services and events
are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask that people refrain from
wearing fragrances (perfume, scented oils, cologne, etc.) to all Dorshei Tzedek
events. While pleasant to some, these fragrances can cause illness to those who
are chemically sensitive. Thank you for your understanding and flexibility.

Februar y Cale ndar

Members: The complete Kiddush and holiday assignment schedule is avail-
able in the members’ calendar at our website. Please check and see which of
the days you requested we were able to schedule you for. Please make sure
to put the dates in your calendar! Note that parents of 5th, 6th 7th and 8th
graders help out with B’nei Mitzvah sanctuary clean-up and Kiddushes.
Thanks for your help this year!— The Kiddush Committee: Marla Lichtman and
Ellen Pashall

Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Fri Feb  2 6:15 pm - 8 pm Shabbat Shira
Potluck and All-ages Erev Shabbat Family Service

Stephanie & Nem Hackett, Lauren Gibbs, Lisa
Schneier, David Felson (see page 5)

Sat Feb  3 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Eulalia Rose Port-White

Sanctuary Clean-up: Laurie Gould &
Stephen Ansolabehere (see page 4)

Sat Feb  3 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph, Kitah Bet Classes FUSN

Sat Feb  3 7:30 pm Tu B'Shvat Seder
Ellen Pashall, Sue Lanser & Jo Radner,
Rick Glassman, Lilly Platt, Lisa Schneier

FUSN: Headstart Room (see page 3)

Sun Feb  4 2 pm - 4 pm Kitah Gimmel, Kitah Dalet, Kitah Hay Family Program FUSN

Sun Feb  4 2 pm - 4 pm 6th Grade Family Education 60 Highland Street: Library
Wed Feb  7 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Judaism & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Thu Feb  8 8 am - 9 am Letting God In:
Study & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Fri Feb  9 Shabbat Potlucks in Members’ Home (see page 5)

Sat Feb 10 8:45 am - 9:45 am Shabbat Morning Torah Study with Rabbi Toba
Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Sat Feb 10 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Tessa & Clifford Goldsmith, Willa & Tom Kuh
Sat Feb 10 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph, Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Sat Feb 10 10:45 am - 11:30 am Tot Shabbat 60 Highland St: childcare room #112 (see page 5)
Sat Feb 10 10:45 am - 12 pm Junior Congregation 60 Highland St: Room 111 (see page 5)
Sat Feb 10 1 pm Yiddish Sing with Linda Gritz & Mike Katz 60 Highland Street: Sanctuary (see page 5)
Sun Feb 11 2 pm - 4 pm Gan Family Program #5 FUSN
Sun Feb 11 2 pm - 4 pm Vav Family Program FUSN
Sun Feb 11 3:30 pm CDT Sings rehearsal Home of Elaine Bresnick (see page 15)

Sun Feb 11 4 pm - 5:30 pm Informational meeting for the
JCAM - Beit Olam East expansion 60 Highland Street: Sanctuary (see page 2)

Wed Feb 14 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Judaism & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Thu Feb 15 8 am - 9 am Letting God In:
Study & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Sat Feb 17 NO SCHOOL through 2/24
February School Vacation Week

Sat Feb 17 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Davin Paley-Zimble

Sanctuary Clean-up: Tatjana Meschede & Daniel
Krasa, Sue Peace & Cindy Probst (see page 4)

Sat Feb 24 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Alix & Jeremy Kepner, Jennifer Levine-Fried &
Matthew Fried, Jeff Sachs

Sat Feb 24 6:30 pm CDT Film Club (see page 4)

Sun Feb 25 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Board Meeting Members-Only Event,  60 Highland St: Parlor
Tue Feb 27 CLASSES RESUME

Wed Feb 28 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Judaism & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)
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March Calendar
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Thu Mar  1 8 am - 9 am Letting God In:
Study & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Sat Mar  3 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Ann Spanel,

Carol Sklar: in memory of Joseph Elias Sklar,
Judy & Chayim Herzig-Marx: in memory of Kurt Marx

Sat Mar  3 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph, Kitah Bet Classes FUSN

Sat Mar  3 6 pm - 9 pm Purim Party

Set-up: Rachel Nemeth Cohen & Richard Cohen,
Gertrude Nemeth, Barbara Huggins
Clean-up: Emily & David Shumsky,

 Allison & Ezra Hausman
FUSN: Parish Hall and Chapel

Wed Mar  7 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Judaism & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Thu Mar  8 8 am - 9 am Letting God In:
Study & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Thu Mar  8 8:15 am Press Conference on Health Care Affordability and
Credibility

State House
(time and place subject to change, see page 9)

Thu Mar  8 7 pm - 9 pm Aging with Dignity Forum 60 Highland St (see page 9)

Fri Mar  9 6 pm - 9 pm Potluck and Erev Shabbat Family Service Karen Wasserman, Carol Slipowitz, Linda Hsu
(see page 5)

Sat Mar 10 8:45 am - 9:45 am Shabbat Morning Torah Study with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library

Sat Mar 10 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Louise Enoch & Alan Epstein,
Peter Shapiro, Debbie Sher

Sat Mar 10 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph, Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Sat Mar 10 10:45 am - 12 pm Junior Congregation 60 Highland St: Room 111 (see page 5)

Sun Mar 11 10 am - 12 pm
Winners, Winedrinkers, and Wives:

Feminist Approaches to Rabbinic Literature
with Rabbi Jane Kanarek

60 Highland St
(see page 7)

Sun Mar 11 2 pm - 4 pm Gan Family Program #6 FUSN
Wed Mar 14 7:30 - 9 pm GBIO Elder Care Action Meeting, Fourth Presbyterian Church, South Boston (see page 9)
Fri Mar 16 8 pm - 12 am Erev Shabbat Adult Service 60 Highland St (see page 5)

Sat Mar 17 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Jonah Reider

Sanctuary Clean-up: Janet Boguslaw &
Howard Kaufman

Set-up: Barbara & Jerry Zolit, Judy Hersh &
Tim Rosa, Benita Danzing & Nathan Aronow

Clean-up: Nancy Gertz & Michael Cohen, Julie Fox,
Sandra Sedacca & Sherwood Ives (see page 4)

Sat Mar 17 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph, Kitah Bet Family Program FUSN

Sat Mar 17 10:45 am - 11:30 am Tot Shabbat 60 Highland St: childcare room #112 (see page 5)
Sat Mar 17 7:30 pm CDT Film Club (see page 4)
Sun Mar 18 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Board Meeting Members-Only Event,  60 Highland St: Parlor
Tue Mar 20 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm Rosh Chodesh Assembly FUSN: Parish Hall
Wed Mar 21 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Judaism & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Thu Mar 22 8 am - 9 am Letting God In:
Study & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Sat Mar 24 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Marina Miller

Sanctuary Clean-up: Lisa Goodman & Bill Weinreb
Set-up: Janet Boguslaw & Howard Kaufman,

Judy Hersh & Tim Rosa
Clean-up: Stacey & Bruce Gore, Peter Gittleman,

Jacqui Bloomberg, Paul Fox (see page 4)
Sat Mar 24 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph, Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Sat Mar 24 6 pm - 11 pm CDT Auction FUSN: Parish Hall (see page 3)
Wed Mar 28 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Judaism & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Thu Mar 29 8 am - 9 am Letting God In:
Study & Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland St: Library (see page 7)

Sat Mar 31 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Linda Schiller & Steve Robins, Jill Volk,
Laurie Goldman

Sat Mar 31 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph, Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
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Welcome New Members!
The Breite Moser Family –
Thea Breite, Susan Moser, Li
Breite, and Shalev Moser
Susan, Thea, and Li moved to Newton from Jamaica Plain
in July, shortly before the birth of Shalev. Thea is an on-
line photo and multi-media editor for the Boston Globe,
while Susan is the family educator at Temple Israel in Bos-
ton. Ten-year-old Li attends JCDS in Watertown. The
whole family (with the possible exception of Shalev) enjoys
playing Family Cranium, sing-downs, being outdoors, and
dancing in the living room. They look forward to getting
more involved with CDT, especially as Shalev gets older
and finds other friends in the congregation!

CDT Sings
Rehearsal: February 11, 3:30 pm

Calling all singers! Did you enjoy
listening to CDT Sings at High Holi-
day services? We'd love for you to
add your voice to ours as we re-
hearse new songs and old favorites
during the coming year. We'll be rehearsing at 3:30 Elaine
Bresnick's on February 11, and February 11. Interested in
joining us now or in the future? Contact Angela Vierling-
Claassen (angelavc@math.harvard.edu) for information
and to get on the email list. If you are interested in having
us sing at your bar or bat mitzvah or other event, contact
Elaine Bresnick at ebresnick@comcast.net.

Nediv Lev
General Fund

(including donations to the Nadiv Lev campaign)

Elaine Bresnick
In memory of Martin Bresnick

Jennifer Levine-Fried & Matthew Fried
In honor of the birth of Jonah D. Levine-Fried

Linette Liebling & Peter Demuth
In honor of Tessa & Clifford Goldsmith’s “100th” Birthday!

Port Family Foundation
Cindy Shulak Rome & Dan Rome

In honor of the Bat Torah of Cindy Rivka Marshall, the Bat
Mitzvah of Charlotte Cohen, the Bar Mitzvah of Yonatan
Meschede Krasa, and the Bat Mitzvah of Sasha Grodsky

Deborah Waber
In honor of Marc Steinberg and the Executive Committee

and all they do.
— — — — — —

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cindy Rivka Marshall

With appreciation of Rabbi Toba’s teaching and support in
my process of becoming a Bat Torah

Ruth Kertzer Seidman & Aaron Seidman
— — — — — —

There are many ways to financially support Congregation
Dorshei Tzedek: through contributions to the General
Fund, or to targeted funds such as the School or the Holy
Book Funds. Donations can also be made to the Rabbi s
Discretionary Fund. This fund is not part of the congrega-
tion’s operating expenses and is administered solely by
the rabbi. Monies in this fund are used for tzedakah in the
greater community, for special needs of the congregation
(e.g., to buy books or help pay for an adult education pro-
gram), and, most importantly, to help out congregants in
need. These additional contributions should also be made
out to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, but marked as in-
tended for the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

mailto:angelavc@math.harvard.edu
mailto:ebresnick@comcast.net


Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland Street

West Newton, MA 02465

Dorshei Tzedek Mission Statement
Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist Congregation dedi-
cated to creating a caring and inclusive community, and to
enhancing Jewish practice and learning in the lives of our
members. “Dorshei Tzedek” means “seekers of justice,”
and as our name implies, we are seekers: of meaningful
spirituality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social justice.
Consistent with Reconstructionist philosophy, we are
committed to seriously engaging with Jewish tradition,
challenging that tradition, where need be, and building on
the tradition in creative ways. We do this in order to en-
hance our own lives as contemporary Jews and to per-
petuate our bond— and our children’s bond— to our heri-
tage. We view education for ourselves and our children
as fundamental to Jewish life.
We are a participatory congregation, encouraging all of
our members to take an active role in some aspect of our
congregational life. Our rabbi is our partner in this en-
deavor, and is both teacher and participant in our com-
munity. We value diversity in our congregation, and wel-
come all those who share our commitments.
Finally, we affirm the concept of mitzvah as obligation,
acting on our Jewish values through deeds of tzedek
(social justice) and gemilut chasadim (loving kindness),
both within our congregation and in the larger community.

Dorshei Tzedek Officers, Board, and Committee Chairs
Executive Committee   President: Marc Steinberg

Past-President: Nancy Gertz
VP Strategic Planning: Laurie Gould
VP Membership: Andrew Schiff
VP Finance: Mark Farber
Secretary: Dan Halbert

Board Chairs Adult Education: Jeff Kichen
Finance Secretary: Sivan Nasoff
Kehillah (in-reach): Diana Fisher-Gomberg
Membership. Outreach: Susannah Zisk
Member-at-large: Betsy Hinden
Member-at-large: James Kaplan
Nadiv Lev: Peter Hess
Newsletter: Dan Halbert
Ritual: Debbie Waber / Audra Karp
Space: Stuart Snyder / Steve Siegel
Tikkun Olam: Esther Kohn

Off-Board Chairs Chesed: Jackie Fleischman
Rabbinic Liaison: Ora Gladstone
Personnel: Peter Katz
Website: Stan Fleischman
High Holy Days: Theresa St-John Siegel
School Liaison: Pamela Schoenberg Reider


