
CONGREGATION DORSHEI TZEDEK
An Affiliate of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

60 Highland Street, West Newton, MA 02465              617-965-0330
www.dorsheitzedek.org           office@dorsheitzedek.org

Iyar/Sivan 5766                                                                                                        May 2006

The Gifts of This Community
Rabbi Toba Spitzer, rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org

There are many benefits to being the rabbi of Congrega-
tion Dorshei Tzedek, and one of my greatest privileges is
to witness the incredible gifts that so many bring to this
community. Whether it’s looking up at the beautiful artwork
now gracing the stage space in our sanctuary, sitting at a
meeting of our Executive Committee, or listening to the To-
rah chanting of different congregants every Shabbat, I am
constantly appreciative of the diverse talents and skills that
fill this congregation. While there are those whose contri-
butions are very public— like the members who lead por-
tions of the High Holyday services or the President and
other leaders of the congregation— so much of what
makes this congregation run is relatively hidden. There are
countless hours that so many members spend on every-
thing from compiling this beautiful newsletter, to making
membership intake calls, to getting people to sign up for
Torah chanting. From the school, to the Kehilla committee,
to tikkun olam organizing, from acts of chesed, to keeping
the computers in our offices running and our website up to
date— I could easily fill the entire space of this column with
the varied and endless tasks that our dedicated members
take on.
While many of our members give of their time and energy
behind the scenes, it may be that the area of giving that is
most hidden at Dorshei Tzedek is the realm of financial
contributions. Unlike more traditional synagogues, the ma-
jority of CDT’s annual budget is paid for by dues and
fees— approximately 80%. It is impossible, however, to
raise all of our operating income in this way, and we rely
for the remainder each year on the generosity of members
to give above and beyond what they pay in dues and
school fees. As with most other Reconstructionist syna-
gogues, there is a commitment here to not make those
with less wealth feel somehow less connected to or sup-
portive of the congregation because of an inability to give a
major donation. With a sliding scale dues structure and an
ethos that does not tie synagogue leadership to financial

clout, we have done a relatively good job of making Dor-
shei Tzedek a welcoming and inclusive community for
folks who might feel excluded from or even unable to join
other types of synagogues. Yet I am not sure that we have
done as good a job at making our members who are
blessed with financial abundance, and whose role in sus-
taining us financially is critical, as appreciated as we could.
We live in a society with dramatic fault lines around social
and economic class, and we as a congregation are not im-
mune from the complications of class issues. Misguided
assumptions, resentments, and discomfort around differ-
ences in wealth have impeded our ability to raise the funds
we need in a way that truly honors all those who give, as
well as those who do the asking.
The truth is that we are just as reliant on the willing-
ness of a significant number of our households to
make a generous gift above and beyond their dues as
we are on the countless hours of volunteer labor that it
takes to make Dorshei Tzedek run. Our historic hesita-
tion to overly glorify the larger contributions of a few over
the smaller gifts of others should not get in the way of be-
ing properly appreciative of everyone who makes a mean-
ingful donation to the congregation, no matter the size of
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(Continued from page 1)

the contribution. Nor should it get in the way of our being
hugely grateful that we include among our membership
those who both have the means and are willing to give of
their abundance to this community.
Why do I raise this now? If you are a member of Dorshei
Tzedek, you should be receiving soon a letter detailing our
current campaign and asking for your contribution. We be-
gan this year by asking our Board members and our for-
mer presidents to make their Nadiv Lev commitment first—
to honor their leadership in this essential aspect of our
communal life. We now ask our members, and our sup-
porters, to follow their lead. If you are a person with access
to significant wealth, we ask you to consider the huge im-
pact that a large gift can make to an organization of rela-
tively modest means. If your household enjoys a comfort-
able income, we ask that you think about what CDT means
to you and the effort you can make to direct some portion
of your discretionary income to a very good cause. If any
additional contribution would be a challenge to you and
your household, we only ask that you consider if even a

Contacting Rabbi Toba
Rabbi Toba does not have regular office hours but is avail-
able to talk about any spiritual, religious, or personal is-
sues that you might want to discuss. You can contact her
at rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or 617.965.0330 x2. If she is
unavailable, there will be a rabbi on-call in case of emer-
gency. The rabbi's voice-mail will have information on how
to reach the on-call rabbi.

Members’ Meeting— And Now for Something Slightly Different!
Communal Potluck with Childcare

60 Highland Street— Fellowship Hall Sunday
June 4, 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm

The June 4 Members’ Meeting will be preceded by a communal schmoozing potluck, when you can hear all about every-
one’s summer plans! We’ll have childcare available through the end of the meeting. So mark your calendars now, for the
evening when we’ll vote on the new slate for the board, the budget for the upcoming fiscal year, discuss some key CDT
initiatives, and enjoy being together for a nice meal.

small contribution is possible this year. And if you are not a
Dorshei Tzedek member, but enjoy our newsletter, our
High Holyday services, or are just glad we exist, then we’d
love your additional support as well!
In these weeks leading up to the holiday of Shavuot, we
are preparing to celebrate our abundance, our “first fruits.”
The Torah reading on the second day of Shavuot directs
that no one appear before God on this holiday “empty-
handed.” May we bless and give thanks for the many
riches— of wisdom, talent, creativity, commitment, and,
yes, money— that all of us collectively hold in our hands.

mailto:rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org
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Shabbat  Programs
Unless noted otherwise, all Shabbat programs are held at the Dorshei Tzedek prayer
space: 60 Highland Street in the Second Church of Newton, West Newton.

All-ages Erev Shabbat Potluck and Services
May 5 and June 2, 5:45 pm potluck dinner,

followed by Erev Shabbat service at 6:30 pm
Welcome Shabbat with all kinds of good food and fun at our pre-service potluck, a lively musical service for
all ages, and a dessert nosh to follow. Bring a veggie main dish to share (enough for 10 - 15 people). Drinks
and dessert will be provided!

Special Shabbat Program— ” Faith and the Environment”
Friday, May 12, 8 pm

This Erev Shabbat, we will welcome Dr. Matthew Sleeth to our service, to share with us his wisdom and
passion about environmental activism from a religious perspective. Dr. Sleeth is a progressive Evangelical
Christian and former emergency room director who quit that work three years ago to work full-time on
“Creation Care.” He has a new book, Serve God, Save the Planet, was recently featured in a documentary
film called The Great Warming, and will be featured in a Bill Moyer’s special this coming fall. Dr. Sleeth is a
passionate, engaging speaker, and we are thrilled to have him join us for what should be an engaging dis-
cussion, following a brief Kabbalat Shabbat service. Please join us, and invite a few friends!

Kitah Vav Shabbat
On Shabbat morning, May 13, our Kitah Vav (6th graders) will be helping to lead the Shabbat morning ser-
vice— please join us for this special service!

Junior Congregation
May 13, 10:45 – 11:30 am

Our final meeting of Junior Congregation for this academic year will be May 13. All students in grades 3-7
are invited to join us for a wonderful, participatory student Shabbat service lead by Elana Rome. This is a
joyful, spirited, service with prayers, music, a Torah skit, and our very own Kiddush (kids only please!). We
meet in Room 111 (1st floor across from the Child Care room). Questions? Call the CDT School at 617.
965.5443.

Tot Shabbat Services
May 20, 10:45 – 11:30 am (note change of date)

We will learn about Shabbat and the Jewish Holidays through song, stories, and crafts while building our
community from the toddlers on up. Please join us! For more information call Karen Wasserman at
617.325.4716.



Page 4                                                                                                                        May 2006

Bat  Mitzvah of  Aviva  Tal ia  Hess  Galpert
May 6, 9:45 am

Please join us as our daughter, Aviva Talia Hess Galpert, is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah. The last
of her extensive Dorshei class to step up to the Bimah, Aviva will be the first of the Galpert/Hess clan to be-
come B'nei Mitzvah (including her mom and dad). She is a 7th grader at Day Middle School, where she is
Executive Editor on the school newspaper. Aviva's hobbies include reading, writing, clothes shopping, and
hanging out with her friends (which she does mostly in cyberspace on IM.) Please join us at Shabbat Ser-
vices, followed by Kiddush, as we celebrate with our family, friends, and the Dorshei Tzedek community.
— Sheree Galpert and Peter Hess

Bar  Mitzvah o f  Caleb  Weinreb
May 20, 9:45 am

Please join us on May 20 as our son Caleb Weinreb is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Caleb is a 7th

grader at Brown Middle School in Newton. He combines his interests in art, math and engineering by creat-
ing computer animations and stained glass sculptures. For his tikkun olam project, Caleb has been working
with Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG). He recently made a poster documenting
the progress of gay rights in America for use in Massachusetts high schools. We look forward to celebrating
this simcha with the Dorshei community and hope you will join us for a Kiddush lunch and celebration
across the street at the First Unitarian Church following services.— Lisa Goodman and Bill Weinreb

Bar  Mitzvah o f  Avi  Adler-Cohen
June 3, 9:45 am

Please join us on when our son, Avi, is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah. Avi is a seventh grader at Day
Middle School. Once described as a kid who “never saw a ball he didn’t like,” Avi loves playing sports, lis-
tening to music, and hanging out with his friends. For his tikkun olam project, Avi helps coach the Tiger Ath-
letes, an all-sports team for teenagers with special needs. We are thrilled to share this day with the Dorshei
community and hope you will join us for a Kiddush lunch at the First Unitarian Society following services.
— Melanie Adler and Andy Cohen
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Shavuot
Thursday, June 1, 8 pm, Location TBA

Shavuot begins Thursday evening, June 1. Shavuot is the holiday when we cele-
brate receiving Torah at Mount Sinai, and we honor this mythical moment with night-
time study of a variety of Jewish texts, from Torah to poetry to creative midrash of our
own!

We'll begin the evening at 8 pm with a brief service and dessert (it's traditional to eat dairy on
Shavuot), followed by study. No previous experience with Torah study necessary! Stay tuned
for more details! If you're interested in teaching something, please contact Rabbi Toba at
rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org or Marc Steinberg at marc_steinberg@skillcheck.com.

Shabbat morning, June 3rd, 9:45 am
At Shabbat morning services we will observe the second day of Shavuot, including the Yiz-
kor service, a time for remembering loved ones who have passed away.

Yom HaShoah
Holocaust Remembrance Program

Sunday, April 30th, 7 pm – 9 pm
60 Highland Street, CDT Sanctuary

We will be commemorating Yom HaShoah this year with a
screening of a compelling new film about a little known
Holocaust hero. Walter Suskind was a German Jew living
in Amsterdam who was forced by the Nazis to serve as the
Jewish head of deportation at the Hollandsche
Schouwburg (the Jewish Theatersite) in Amsterdam. Using
his fluent German, his skills as an actor and business-
man, and unfathomable courage and tenacity, he orches-
trated the escape of over 1200 Dutch children and adults
who were marked for transport to the death camps. Walter
took the secret of his mission to his death at Auschwitz,
and only a few survivors and resistance workers knew
what he had done. Producers Tim and Karen Morse will
present the film and answer questions afterward. This film
is appropriate for adults and students in middle school
(accompanied by an adult) or older.

Chanting with Nicky Silver
Tuesday May 9 and Wednesday May 24, CDT parlor

room, 7:30 pm – 9 pm
During the past 3 months I have presented 6 evenings of
chanting at CDT (twice each month) with growing suc-
cess, inspiring me to continue these sessions.
Chanting is a form of meditation that uses the repetition
of sacred words and sounds that affect our inner being. It
is very user friendly and easily accessible. The benefits
of chanting are numerous. To name a few, chanting can
still the mind, focus our intentions, open our heart, and
be a pathway to our soul. Different from singing, chanting
is deep, internal sounding.
At times, ordinary words may not be able to take us
where we want to go. Through chanting, we can use mu-
sic and sacred words to carry us into a dialogue with the
divine. Each session is open to all, and beginners are
welcome. No knowledge of Hebrew is necessary and
singing ability is unimportant. Please call Nicky Silver at
617.327.1999 if you need further information.

mailto:rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org
mailto:marc_steinberg@skillcheck.com
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Shabbat Unplugged
Angela Vierling-Claassen, angelavc@math.harvard.edu

Our congregation-wide experiment of Shabbat Unplugged
on March 31 and April 1 of this year was a great success.
We had 37 adults and 5 young people “pledge” online to
unplug from ordinary weekday activities and plug into
shabbosdik activities. Some of the most popular things to
unplug from included

• Using the internet and email (28 people)
• Going into the office or working at home (23 people)
• Watching TV/DVDs (18 adults and 4 young people)

Popular items to plug into included
• Spending time with family and friends (31 people)
• Friday night Kiddush and candle-lighting (27 people)
• Saturday night Havdallah (22 people)

At the synagogue, we had a chance to enjoy a number of
activities together, including a sing-along led by Ora Glad-
stone and Rabbi Toba on Friday night and Havdalah on
Saturday followed by a showing of the film Hineini: Coming
Out in a Jewish High School.
Outside of the synagogue, people took up the invitation of
Shabbat in a variety of ways. Hara Klein said, “I wasn't
able to attend any of the DT events, however, I made a
decision to not shop or do any errands and went for a
beautiful dog walk and took an afternoon nap which is un-
heard of for me. It was great.” Stan Fleischman said, “We
had a weekend visit from Jackie's brother and sister-in-law
from NY over the weekend. So, we basically spent Shab-
bat shmoozing with them, as well as my local daughter,
son-in-law and grandson. I also eliminated my usual radio-
delivered morning news fix, and minimized, but did not
completely cut-out, accessing the computer. Maybe next
Shabbat.” And finally, Lisa Port White noted, “The big un-
plugging I did was to disconnect from my computer--no
screen time for mama:  no email, no surfing, no games. It
was fabulous. I am going to make this part of my shabbos
practice from now on. I also enjoyed spending time with
friends, new and oldish, from the congregation.”
Thanks to everyone who participated in Shabbat Un-
plugged for making it a memorable experience and one
that will continue to influence and uplift our Shabbat prac-
tices!

Adult Education
Shabbat Morning Study
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer
Saturday mornings at 8:45 am,

60 Highland Street
May 13 and June 10

Join Rabbi Spitzer for exploration of the weekly Torah por-
tion at this once-a-month study opportunity before Shabbat
morning services. No text study experience necessary!
Bring your own coffee/tea and a few good questions.

Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer
Wednesdays, 12 noon – 1 pm

Thursday mornings, 8 am – 9 am
Meditation following Thursday morning class,

9:05 am – 9:30 am
60 Highland Street

After a break for Passover and spring vacation week, the
final portion of this class will focus on counting the omer,
the journey from Passover to the holiday of Shavuot.
“Counting the Omer” will be a series of exercises in what is
called “Tikkun Middot”— the “repair of qualities” of heart
and mind. Traditionally, during the omer we study in order
to prepare ourselves internally to be able to receive To-
rah— teaching, truth, and guidance. This segment will be-
gin the week of April 26-27, and the class will end on
June 1, Erev Shavuot.
Classes on Thursday are followed by a period of silent
meditation, with instruction. You are welcome to come just
for the meditation session.

mailto:angelavc@math.harvard.edu
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JRF News: Teen Kallah!
May 12 - 14, 2006, Camp JRF

The No'ar Hadash North American Teen Kallah will take
place May 12 - 14, 2006 on the Aaron and Marjorie Ziegel-
man Campus of Camp JRF. This is the first overnight
event ever to be held at the new camp. For more informa-
tion, visit: http://www.noarhadash.org/kallah.htm.

CDT Goods  and Services  Auct ion
May 13, 7:30 pm – 10:30 pm

60 Highland Street
May 5—donation deadline

We are very excited about our first silent auction of goods and
services on May 13, and we’re hoping for a big turnout! Friends
and family are welcome to come. The evening promises to be fun
and all funds raised benefit Dorshei Tzedek. We would like every
household to offer a donation to make this a real community
event. Donations are still needed. Please contact Diana Fisher
Gomberg at gofish4@comcast.net or 617.243.9424 by the donation deadline, May 5.

We are still in need of a service you can provide, a skill you can teach, sports or concert tickets, babysitting,
vacation home weekends, gift baskets or certificates, etc. Come have dessert, hear live jazz, schmooze,
dance, bid, and win some great items!

Dorshei Tzedek Film Club
Tuesday, May 23, 6 pm light meal, 7 pm film, location TBA

Stan Fleischman, 617.332.5433, stanf@rcn.com and
Emily Sper, 617.779.9403, esper@blueirisdesign.com

Please join us on Tuesday, May 23 at 7:00
pm for a showing of the film Time of Favor.
We will share an optional light vegetarian
potluck dinner at 6:00 pm for those who
would like to schmooze a bit before seeing

the film. Please plan to stay after the film for a discussion.
Film summary: Winner of six Israeli Oscars, including Best
Picture, Time of Favor is a taut thriller about the tense rela-
tionship between the orthodox nationalists and the military.
Both a political-psychological drama and a love story be-
tween a passionate woman and two best friends, this pro-
found film raises important questions about faith, duty and
love for oneself. Released 2000, Duration: 102m Hebrew.
If you would like to host a film, let us know your preferred date.
June film: The Komediant, 85m, Hebrew, Yiddish, English
(date and time TBA)
Although it is not necessary to contact us before attending,
it would be useful to know how many plan to have soup
and salad before the film. We would also be interested in
knowing your level of interest in the film series in general.
We will send out announcements with descriptions of the
films about one week before each showing.

School News
Cindy Shulak-Rome, cbsrome@comcast.net

A Great Opportunity for Teens – Interfaith
Youth Leadership Program

Camp IF is a week long summer camp opportunity for
teens of Jewish, Muslim and Christian faiths who are inter-
ested in developing leadership skills and building interfaith
understanding for positive social change. The program,
which runs from August 15-21, is free of charge and is
open to entering high school sophomores, juniors and sen-
iors from the New England area. As a follow-up to the
camp program, participants meet in monthly Regional Ac-
tion Groups from September to January to collaborate on
what they have learned from the program and find ways to
introduce what they have learned in this program to their
local communities.
Pick up a program application in our school office, or contact
Jennifer Smith at the Boston ADL office: 617.406.6300.

http://www.noarhadash.org/kallah.htm.
mailto:gofish4@comcast.net
mailto:stanf@rcn.com
mailto:esper@blueirisdesign.com
mailto:cbsrome@comcast.net
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Condolences
To Wendy Angus, and to Kelli Kirshtein and Benjamin,
on the death of Wendy's brother John Angus. May his
memory be for a blessing, and may Wendy and her family
find comfort among the mourners of Zion.
To Steve Robins, and to Linda Schiller and Sara, on the
death of Steve's father, Myron Robins. May his memory
be for a blessing, and may Steve and his family find com-
fort among the mourners of Zion.

Todah Rabah
Shabbat Unplugged and Artists’ Shabbat

A huge thanks to all those who made our first ever Artist's
Shabbat and sanctuary exhibit such a success: to
Susannah Zisk and Emily Sper for coordinating; to Emily,
Susan Bernstein, Ellen Hemley, and Annie Spanel for
setting up the beautiful exhibit; and to all of our wonderful
artists who contributed pieces: everyone named above,
plus Steffi Karp, Trish Nuzzola, Pamela Schoenberg
Reider, Jodie Siegel, and Caleb Weinreb. Yasher koach!
An equally huge thanks to all those who contributed to cre-
ating our first Shabbat Unplugged community event: to An-
gela Vierling-Claassen for overall coordination; to Cindy
Shulak-Rome for spearheading efforts in the school; to
Stan Fleischman for setting up the Shabbat Unplugged
interactive web page; to all those who contributed to our
Shabbat activities— Ora Gladstone, Jill Volk, Stephen
and Susannah Zisk, Audra Karp, and Judy and Doug
Hersh; and to those who responded to the call for help
with logistics on Erev Shabbat and Shabbat morning—
Diana Fisher Gomberg, Carole Slipowitz and Dan Hal-
bert, Pamela Reider, Jen Levine-Fried and Matt Fried,
and Sheree Galpert.
A huge thanks as well to Idit Klein and Keshet for gener-
ously contributing a viewing of “Hineni” for our Havdallah
program. CDT members are encouraged to support
Keshet for the wonderful work they do in making the Jew-
ish community a more inclusive place for GLBT people—
go to their website at http://www.boston-keshet.org to find
out how you can help!

CDT Help
To Mark Bronstein, for his ongoing help with the sanctu-
ary sound system.
To Dan Halbert, for his Herculean efforts to fix our web
hosting problems.
To Linette Liebling, for her Seder matchmaking!

Chesed
It has been heartening to have such quick response to the
Chesed— acts of loving-kindness— needs of the commu-
nity the last few months. Many thanks to those who have
been called upon and available on short notice.
The Chesed page on the Dorshei Tzedek website has re-
cently been updated to include a link to a Chesed sign-up
form. You can navigate to the form by selecting “Chesed”
from the top level menu at the left-hand side of each page
of our website, or by going directly to www.dorsheitzedek.
org/chesed.htm, and then selecting the link to the sign-up
form.
We would greatly appreciate it if all members fill out this
form, including those of you who have already volun-
teered, so that we will have a complete record of how you
can help.
For congregants experiencing financial difficulties, help is
available through the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This
fund is administered solely by the rabbi and is completely
confidential. If you are in need of assistance, please call
Rabbi Spitzer at 617.965.0330 x2.

If you or someone in your household is ill or in need of
support, please contact Rabbi Spitzer (617.965.0330 x2),
or Annie Spanel ((617.547.1533 or copperbeech.
tree@verizon.net) or Jackie Fleischman (jackief@rcn.
com) of the Chesed Committee.

Refuah Sh’lemah
The community of Congregation Dorshei Tzedek sends
blessings and prayers for healing, refuah sh'lemah, to
Zachary Carson, Marcia Okun, and Steve Robins. May
healing and comfort come to you and to those who care for
you.

Mazel Tov
To Johanna Gittleman, and her parents Jacqui
Bloomberg and Peter Gittleman, and sister Celia on
Johanna becoming a Bat Mitzvah.
Have you recently had a mazel tov moment? Let us know!
Please notify the Newsletter Committee of life cycle
events, significant accomplishments, or other moments
you would like to share with the Dorshei Tzedek commu-
nity. E-mail your announcement to dtnews@yahoogroups.
com.

http://www.boston-keshet.org
mailto:tree@verizon.net)
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High Holyday Divrei Torah
The Divrei Torah that have been delivered at various High
Holiday Services by Rabbi Toba Spitzer are available on
the CDT website at www.dorsheitzedek.org/divrei. The
talks are available in both HTML and Adobe Acrobat (PDF)
formats. Also of interest, see Divrei Torah Pages on the
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation Web site of more than
100 Reconstructionist Divrei Torah available for online
reading.

Nadiv Lev
General Fund

(including donations to the Nadiv Lev campaign)

Susan Manheim and Andrew Schiff
Cindy Marshall and Kathy Pillsbury

In honor of our son, Jeremy Marshall, becoming a Bar
Mitzvah, with appreciation for the Dorshei Tzedek commu-

nity
Amy Mazur

In honor of Jeremy Marshall's Bar Mitzvah
In appreciation of Louis Enoch's help in giving me the Tik-

kun
In honor of Sheree Galpert, for her friendship and support

In honor of Aviva Galpert’s Bat Mitzvah
Sivan Nasoff

In honor of Peter Katz for his fine work in hiring Marla
Lichtman and in honor of Marla Lichtman for coming on

staff at CDT!
Jeff and Cheryl Sacks

In memory of Wendy Angus's father & brother

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Haralie Alpert

Alissa and Gerry Leonard
In appreciation of Rabbi Toba’s teaching, guidance and

support of Talia (and her entire family) throughout her bat
mitzvah preparation

Cindy Marshall and Kathy Pillsbury
With gratitude for our wonderful Rabbi Toba

There are many ways to financially support Congregation
Dorshei Tzedek: through contributions to the General
Fund, or to targeted funds such as the School or the Holy
Book Funds. Donations can also be made to the Rabbi s
Discretionary Fund. This fund is not part of the congrega-
tion’s operating expenses and is administered solely by
the rabbi. Monies in this fund are used for tzedakah in the
greater community, for special needs of the congregation
(e.g., to buy books or help pay for an adult education pro-
gram), and, most importantly, to help out congregants in
need. These additional contributions should also be made
out to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, but marked as in-
tended for the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

Kiddush
Thank you to the following CDT members who sponsored
Kiddush recently:
Matilda and Ed Bruckner
Lisa Goodman
Stephanie and Nem Hackett
Judy Hersh and Tim Rosa
Betsy Hinden and Karen Wasserman
Laura Katz
Hope Kellman
Caryn-Amy King and Jeff Schindler
Sue Lanser and Jo Radner
Jen Levine
Corinne Lofchie
Trish Nuzzola
Noam Shore
Bob Warren and Meg Wilcox

Welcome New Members
Matt Fried is originally from
Bethesda, MD, and moved to
the Boston area 11 years ago.
He and his wife of 5 months,
Jen Levine-Fried (who was already a CDT member) live
in the South End. Matt and Jen enjoy movies, reading the
newspaper, and going for walks along the Esplanade, and
they are eagerly awaiting the birth of their first child, due in
October. Matt also enjoys playing soccer and doing ceram-
ics. Matt joined CDT primarily because Jen made him (no,
just kidding!). After attending services with Jen since she
has been a member, Matt decided to join as well and he is
happy to have found a Jewish community for his family.

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org/divrei.


Page 10                                                                                                                       May 2006

Dorshei Tzedek
Board Members

For the year 5766
Executive Committee

President: Nancy Gertz
Vice President Development: Steve Siegel
Vice President Strategic Planning: Paul Hattis
Vice President Membership: Andrew Schiff
Vice President Finance: Sivan Nasoff
Secretary: Peter Hess
Rabbi: Toba Spitzer

Board
Finance Secretary: Jiff Kichen
Ritual: Marc Steinberg and Kelli Kirshtein
Space: Stuart Snyder
Tikkun Olam: Esther Kohn
Membership Outreach: Carla Naumburg
Membership Inreach: Angela Vierling / Diana Fisher-
Gomberg
Newsletter: Dan Halbert
Children’s Education: Howard Lurie / Janet Bo-
guslaw
Nadiv Lev: [unfilled]
Holiday Programming: [unfilled]
Board Member at Large: [unfilled]

Off-Board
End of Life: Nicky Silver
Rabbinic Liaison: Ora Gladstone
Personnel: Peter Katz
Website: Stan Fleischman
High Holy Days: Theresa St. John-Siegel
Adult Education: Matilda Bruckner
Publicity: Josh Herzig-Marx
Chesed: Annie Spanel / Jackie Fleischman

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org/board.htm

Community Events
Study Leads to Action: Jewish Approaches to

Social Responsibility
Summer Bet Midrash, Hebrew College

June 5 – 11, July 17 – 23, 2006
Join teachers from the Rabbinical College at Hebrew Col-
lege and guest teachers (including Ruth Messinger, Ex-
ecutive Director of American Jewish World Service) for an
intensive week of Jewish learning and discussion on topics
including Judaism's approach to poverty and homeless-
ness, the relationship between classical Jewish sources
and contemporary ethics, and how Jewish activists can
weave together religious and secular wisdom in working as
agents for social change. The program is open to partici-
pants of all backgrounds and levels, college-age and older.
For more information and an application form, go to www.
hebrewcollege.edu or call 617.559.8630.

Davenen Leadership Training Institute
For spiritual seekers, why not try the Davenen Leadership
Training Institute (DLTI) at Elat Chayyim, the Jewish Re-
newal Retreat Center— The next workshop series starts
this July. Participants meet for 4 weeks over 18 months
(July & February).
The program is led by RRC graduates-- Rabbis Shawn
Zevit & Marcia Prager, as well as Hazzan Jack Kessler.
Everyone is welcome, no matter your level of leadership
experience. It may sound like a program in how to lead
services, (enunciate the page number) but it's actually a
life-changing program on connecting with G-d while con-
necting with everyone you touch, along with classes on
service meaning and leadership.
To register, go to www.elatchayyim.org. For questions,
contact Steffi Aronson Karp, who just completed DLTI3,
at shula@comcast.net.

Jewish Vocational Service Employment Help
The Career Moves program at Jewish Vocational Services
has redirected its mission to focus on those members of
the Jewish community most in need. They are providing
low/no-cost customized employment and counseling ser-
vices to anyone dealing with unemployment or underem-
ployment. They offer coaching, resume, and interview
prep, networking contacts, peer support groups, job leads
and referrals to employers. For more information, contact
Judy Bottkol at jbottkol@jvs-boston.org, or call
617.399.3162.

Jewish Family & Children’s Service
Jewish Family & Children's Service offers a variety of
support groups, including groups for new mothers, gay and
lesbian parents of infants, adoption resources, and other
services. Visit their website for more information:
www.jfcsboston.org.

http://www.dorsheitzedek.org/board.htm
http://www.elatchayyim.org.
mailto:shula@comcast.net
mailto:jbottkol@jvs-boston.org
http://www.jfcsboston.org.
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May Calendar
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Wed May  3 12 pm - 1 pm Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)
Thu May  4 8 am - 9 am Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)
Fri May  5 5:45 pm - 8 pm Potluck and Erev Shabbat Family Service Stacey Chacker, Benita Danzing (see page 3)

Sat May  6 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Aviva Galpert

Kiddush: Barbara & Jerry Zolit, Beth Brooks &
Hankus Netsky, Ricky & Rob Greenly

Sanctuary Cleanup:
Eileen Morrison & Michael Jablon, Hara Klein & Eleni

Carr (see page 4)
Sat May  6 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Sun May  7 2 pm - 4 pm Gan Family Program #8 - FINAL SESSION FUSN
Tue May  9 7:30 pm - 9 pm Chanting with Nicky Silver 60 Highland Street: Parlor (see page 5)

Wed May 10 12 pm - 1 pm Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)
Thu May 11 8 am - 9 am Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)

Thu May 11 7 pm - 9 pm Recounting the Omer: House Meeting Members-Only Event
Location TBA (see page 13)

Fri May 12 8 pm - 9:30 pm
Special Erev Shabbat Adult Service

with Dr. Matthew Sleeth on
“ Faith and the Environment”

Judy Herzig-Marx, Tom Kuh
60 Highland St (see page 3)

Sat May 13 8:45 am - 9:40 am Shabbat Morning Torah Study 60 Highland St: Library (see page 6)

Sat May 13 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Kitah Vav Siyyum (see page 3)

Kiddush to be provided by the Parents of Kitah Vav
Sanctuary setup/cleanup only, no food: Kathy Pills-

bury, Ayala Galton, Caryn-Amy King
Sat May 13 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes FUSN
Sat May 13 10:45 am - 11:30 am Junior Congregation 60 Highland St: Room 111 (see page 3)

Sat May 13 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm CDT Silent Auction 60 Highland Street: Fellowship Hall
(see page 7)

Wed May 17 12 pm - 1 pm Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)
Thu May 18 8 am - 9 am Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)

Sat May 20 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Caleb Weinreb

Sanctuary Cleanup: Carol Sklar, Cindy Probst & Sue
Pearce

Service at 60 Highland St, Celebration at FUSN
(see page 4)

Sat May 20 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph & Kitah Bet Classes / FINAL CLASS FUSN
Sat May 20 10:45 am - 11:30 am Tot Shabbat 60 Highland St: Room 112 (see page 3)

Sun May 21 10:30 am - 12:30 pm Recounting the Omer: House Meeting Members-Only Event
Location TBA (see page 13)

Sun May 21 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm Board Meeting Members-Only Event
60 Highland St: Parlor

Tue May 23 6 pm Film Club (see page 7)
Wed May 24 12 pm - 1 pm Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)
Wed May 24 7:30 pm - 9 pm Chanting with Nicky Silver 60 Highland Street: Parlor (see page 5)
Thu May 25 Kitah Gimmel - Zayin - FINAL CLASS FUSN
Thu May 25 8 am - 9 am Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)

Sat May 27 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Laurie Gould, Marvin Brotman, Erica Streit &
James Kaplan (Rabbi off)

Wed May 31 12 pm - 1 pm Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)

Events and services are held at The Second Church, 60 Highland
Street, West Newton, unless otherwise noted. During Rabbi Toba’s
weekends off, members of the congregation will lead services. Free
childcare is available during Shabbat morning services in the large
classroom near the office on the first floor.

No Fragrances, Please: So that Dorshei Tzedek services and events
are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask that people
refrain from wearing fragrances (perfume, scented oils, cologne, etc.) to
all Dorshei Tzedek events. While pleasant to some, these fragrances
can cause illness to those who are chemically sensitive. Thank you for
your understanding and flexibility.
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June  Calendar
Date Time Event Kiddush, Notes

Thu Jun  1 8 am - 9 am Judaism and Practice with Rabbi Toba
Spitzer 60 Highland Street: Library (see page 6)

Thu Jun  1 8 pm Shavuot Services Sharon Gorberg, John Holohan,
Nathan Aronow (see page 5)

Fri Jun  2 5:45 pm - 8 pm Potluck and Erev Shabbat Family Services Jeff Arnold, Lisa Goodman
(see page 3)

Sat Jun  3 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Avi Adler-Cohen

Sanctuary Clean up:
Amy Brodesky & Rex Flynn,

Elana Eisman & Steve Strassberg
Service at 60 Highland St,

Celebration at  FUSN (see page 4)

Sun Jun  4 5:30 pm -
8:30 pm

Members’ Potluck and
Members’  Meeting

Members-Only Event
Jennifer Hochschild, Cindy Bittker*

60 Highland Street (see page 2)

Thu Jun  8 7 pm - 9 pm GBIO Delegates Meeting Roxbury Presbyterian Church

Fri Jun  9 8 pm - 9:30 pm Erev Shabbat Adult Service Rick Glassman, Willa Kuh (see page 3)

Sat Jun 10 8:45 am -
9:40 am Shabbat Morning Torah Study 60 Highland St: Library (see page 6)

Sat Jun 10 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Sandra Sedacca, Sherwood Ives,
Tessa & Clifford Goldsmith

Sat Jun 17 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Ellen Hemley & Mark Bronstein,
Allison & Ezra Hausman

Sun Jun 18 7:30 pm -
9:30 pm Board Meeting Members-Only Event

60 Highland St: Parlor

Sat Jun 24 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service Alissa & Gerry Leonard, Toni Rosenberg
(Rabbi Off)
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Tikkun Olam
Wendy Gedanken, WGedanken@hotmail.com

Esther Kohn, esthercfs@hotmail.com
Amy Mazur, acmazur@comcast.net

Massachusetts Sets Health Plan for Nearly All
“Boston, April 4— Massachusetts is poised to become the
first state to provide nearly universal health care coverage
with a bill passed overwhelmingly by the legislature Tues-
day that Gov. Mitt Romney says he will sign.” New York
Times April 5, 2006
Miracles do happen. After hours of collecting signatures on
cold, rainy Sunday afternoons, we made a difference. Our
persistent pressure on the legislature had a huge impact.
After months of negotiations, the Massachusetts House
and Senate passed a comprehensive health care bill the
first week in April. The bill extends health care coverage to
many, many more residents in Massachusetts and that is a
tremendous success. It is not perfect, and it will require
vigilance on our part over the next several years to ensure
its proper implementation, but it is nonetheless a signifi-
cant victory worth celebrating. To keep the pressure on,
we need to collect 10,000 more signatures to show our
commitment to pursuing a health care ballot initiative if this
legislation does not prove to be affordable, sustainable,
and equitable. Look for announcements for times and loca-
tions for signature collections.

Recounting the Omer— Our House Meeting
Campaign

While we celebrate the success of landmark health care
legislation, we are embarking on a new Tikkun Olam cam-
paign both within and outside of Dorshei Tzedek. As part
of the GBIO House Meeting Campaign, Dorshei Tzedek
members are participating in house meetings to share sto-
ries from our lives. As we listen to each others’ stories, we
strengthen our relationships and begin to see patterns and
themes. We hear common challenges we face at work, in
our families, and in our communities. As members of con-
gregations all over the metropolitan area tell their stories,
we’ll eventually identify themes and issues we can address
with collective action.
To prepare facilitators for our own house meetings, 11
CDT members attended a stimulating four-hour training led
by GBIO organizers. Members of congregations all over
the Boston area attended the training. The first part of the
training focused on GBIO’s mission and how it works. The
second part of the training was devoted to house meetings

and how to facilitate them.
Here are some key lessons from CDT members:

• Relationships sustain over the long term, even when
specific issues cause strain.

• GBIO stands for the interests and values of individu-
als and families. It is part of a “third sector” which
mediates the interests of the public sector and the
private sector.

• GBIO is about power (defined as the ability to act)—
specifically reclaiming and using the power inherent
in people. It’s about learning how to share power—
how to become more powerful by joining with oth-
ers. This is different from the “power over” model.

• House meetings are another way for the individuals
within our CDT community to develop our relation-
ships. In a house meeting, participants come pre-
pared to tell a personal story about something that
concerns them. By doing this, those participating will
develop relationships among themselves. At the
same time, patterns may appear in these stories
that will help CDT and GBIO to develop issues to
address with collective action.

Here are some personal highlights from the training:
• “I had the opportunity to share the same training ex-

perience with folks from congregations, churches,
and organizations all over Boston.”

• “I learned more about the mission of GBIO, to really
understand how the organization works, and to see
more clearly how CDT is a part of it.”

• “I got to see relational storytelling in action as we
practiced our house meetings. What a difference it
made when the stories came from the heart.”

• “I was able to share the experience with fellow
CDT’ers and know that we are working to make a
difference both inside and outside of CDT.”

We have house meetings planned on Thursday, May
11 from 7 pm to 9 pm and on Sunday, May 21 from
10:30 am to 12:30 pm. We hope every CDT member can
attend at least one house meeting. Please contact Esther
Kohn at esthercfs@hotmail.com or 617.524.0478 for more
information.

(Continued on page 14)

mailto:WGedanken@hotmail.com
mailto:esthercfs@hotmail.com
mailto:acmazur@comcast.net
mailto:esthercfs@hotmail.com
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(Continued from page 13)

Moving from Debt to Assets
In 2004, GBIO held focus groups to hear what issues peo-
ple were concerned about (similar to our upcoming house
meetings.) From city to suburbs, people of all incomes ex-
pressed concern about debt and the challenge of saving
money. Member organizations decided to “organize
money” and partner with Citizen’s Bank, an institution inter-
ested in working with GBIO (and receiving our business!).
One of the results of this partnership was the Citizens
Bank Foundation’s commitment to funding the Moving
from Debt to Assets program.
As a member congregation of GBIO, we have the opportu-
nity to participate in this financial empowerment program
that is helping families across the Boston metropolitan
area build strong futures. It has four components to help
participants learn to manage their money, create and stick
to a budget, and set and achieve goals.
1. A class in financial education, which includes topics

such as goal-setting, creating a budget, how to save
money, understanding and using credit, and wise use
of banking services. Classes generally meet once a
week, for 2 ½ hours, over 4 weeks.

2. An ongoing peer support group following the class, in
which participants help each other stay on track to-
ward achieving their financial goals. In these monthly
meetings, participants celebrate each others’ suc-
cesses, share problems, come up with solutions, and
learn more about topics that they identify.

3. Three sessions with a professional financial counselor.
The counselor helps participants create a budget, deal
with credit issues, solve problems, and set and
achieve goals. This is available only to low-income
participants per Federal Guidelines (see table at right)

4. A grant of $500 to help participants to reduce debts or
save for the future. This is available only to low-income
participants per Federal Guidelines.

Depending on the interest of our members, we will either
hold our own sessions or join with other institutions to par-
ticipate in the program. If you are interested in more infor-
mation or would like to participate in the program, please
contact Emily Sper at Emily@emilysper.com or
617.332.5033 by May 15.

Size of Family Gross Annual Family Income
1 $46,300
2 $52,950
3 $59,550
4 $66,150
5 $71,450
6 $76,750

Federal Guidelines for Low Income Status

mailto:Emily@emilysper.com
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Dorshei Tzedek Mission Statement
Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist Congregation dedicated to creating a caring and inclusive
community, and to enhancing Jewish practice and learning in the lives of our members. “Dorshei
Tzedek” means “seekers of justice,” and as our name implies, we are seekers: of meaningful spiri-
tuality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social justice.
Consistent with Reconstructionist philosophy, we are committed to seriously engaging with Jew-
ish tradition, challenging that tradition, where need be, and building on the tradition in creative
ways. We do this in order to enhance our own lives as contemporary Jews and to perpetuate our
bond— and our children’s bond— to our heritage. We view education for ourselves and our chil-
dren as fundamental to Jewish life.
We are a participatory congregation, encouraging all of our members to take an active role in
some aspect of our congregational life. Our rabbi is our partner in this endeavor, and is both
teacher and participant in our community. We value diversity in our congregation, and welcome
all those who share our commitments.
Finally, we affirm the concept of mitzvah as obligation, acting on our Jewish values through deeds
of tzedek (social justice) and gemilut chasadim (loving kindness), both within our congregation
and in the larger community.



Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
60 Highland Street

West Newton, MA 02465


