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The Journey of
Loss and Learning

Rabbi Toba Spitzer
The first Shabbat of June will mark for me the end of
sheloshim, the thirty-day mourning period following the
burial of my father, Bill Spitzer. As a rabbi, I have long ap-
preciated the wisdom in many of the Jewish rituals sur-
rounding death and mourning, and my appreciation has
only deepened as I myself have become a mourner. Little
did I know, as I sat teaching the first of what were to be
two classes on Jewish Practices at the End of Life less
than one week before my dad s sudden heart attack, that I
would soon be experiencing first-hand the wisdom of those
ancient traditions.
My parents  wonderful Jewish community, the Cheder, a
havurah which my mother helped found 30 years ago,
came together in an incredible way to support our family
upon news of my father s death. Members of the Cheder
sat shemirah, guard,  with Bill s body through the two
nights preceding the funeral, ensuring that he would never
be alone. Gina and I went to sit shemirah for an hour, and
as we met those who preceded us and those who came
after in the shemirah schedule, it was hugely comforting to
know that people who loved us were helping to accom-
pany my father in this journey of the body and the soul.
As Gina and I sat, the men of the local chevra kadisha
the holy society  that prepares bodies for burial came in
to do the tahara, the ritual cleansing done the night before
the funeral. I was very moved by their care and compas-
sion, as they expressed their belief that even after death,
the deceased experiences pain and possible embarrass-
ment through the handling of the body. They gave their
pledge that they would be as careful and respectful as
possible, and from the next room I listened to their voices
chanting the Hebrew verses of Song of Songs that cele-
brate the beauty of the body. Experiencing this ritual sec-
ond-hand (a ritual that I have performed for others as a
member of a Reconstructionist chevra kadisha in Philadel-

phia) was unexpectedly soothing at a time when I was still
experiencing shock and intense grief.
Jewish wisdom recognizes that mourning comes in stages.
The first days, between death and burial, are called aninut,
what Anita Diamant calls a no-man s-land of grief.   These
days of shock and disorientation are filled with prepara-
tions for burial, and it is only after the funeral that the offi-
cial mourning period begins. At my mother s home outside
Washington, D.C., my family was engulfed in the loving
support of our various communities as we began to sit
shivah. Again, I found that the tradition provided precisely
what I needed in the structure and limitations of shivah, the
first seven days of mourning. Traditionally, mourners do
not leave the house during this period, and instead the
community comes to them, bringing food, a daily minyan
for prayer, and an abundance of human connection. While
I did take a couple of walks outside, and decided to fly
home to Boston on the 5th day, I otherwise abstained from
all other engagement with the outside world. Instead, my
world came to me, through visitors, phone calls, e-mails,
and cards (and a lot of food!). While at times the sheer vol-
ume of people being in touch felt a bit overwhelming, the
experience provided a cushion of love and support that
was tangible. Even more so, the permission to do nothing
but sit  with my feelings, with my family, was vital.

(continued on page 2)
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Contacting Rabbi Spitzer: Rabbi Toba Spitzer does not
have regular office hours but is available to talk about any
spiritual, religious, or personal issues that you might want
to discuss. Please call her directly to make an appointment
at 617-454-0511. Rabbi Spitzer s office is at the Second
Church, 60 Highland Avenue, just up the hill from The Uni-
tarian Society.
Rabbinic Liaison Committee: The Rabbinic Liaison Com-
mittee exists to insure the maintenance of a good relation-
ship between our rabbi and the congregation. Any ques-
tions or concerns should be directed to Louise Enoch,
Linette Liebling, or Mark Farber. These matters will be
handled confidentially and appropriate solutions sought
where possible.

(Journey, continued from page 1)

And now I am in the next stage of mourning, the
sheloshim, the 30 days following burial. This is a less in-
tense period than shivah, when traditionally mourners re-
turn to work and to some engagement with the world, but
still observe limitations including avoiding parties and live
music. The marking of sheloshim reminds the community
that mourning has not ended, and indeed, in the case of a
parent, formal mourning continues for 11 months, with
daily recitation of the Mourner s Kaddish. Even though I
am only in the beginnings weeks of this process, I have
become very aware that grief is a journey, a journey not
only of healing but of learning and transformation as well.
In the wake of my father s death, I have learned that sad-
ness and loss can be complemented by a true sense of
blessing. Not only the blessing of knowing that my father
lived a full and vibrant life, that he lived to see his children
living fulfilling loves of our own and that he got to meet all
of his grandchildren. There is also the blessing of seeing a
world of loving connection revealed in a way that perhaps
only death, in its stark candor, can bring about. During this
time, I became witness to the deep friendships my father
created over the past 40 years, and experienced the pro-
found power of community both in Washington and back
here at home. Both Gina and I are hugely grateful to all
who have held us in your arms, thoughts, and prayers.
May my father s memory continue to be a blessing, and
may the blessings of friendship and community grace all of
our lives, even as we encounter the inevitable sorrows and
losses that mark our journeys on this earth.

New Space!
Debbie Waber

As many of you have no doubt heard, we have finalized
arrangements to lease additional space at the Second
Congregational Church, across the street from the First
Unitarian Society. We will have a large room, approxi-
mately the size of the Parish Hall at the First Unitarian So-
ciety, which we will include a permanent prayer space and
a study for the Rabbi. Our administrator, Diane Dillon, will
move to Rabbi Spitzer s current office in the Second
Church. We will not be relinquishing our current space at
the First Unitarian Society, but will continue to use it for the
school and for our large holiday celebrations and other
special events.
The lease began May 1 and we hope that Rabbi Spitzer
and Diane will have moved their offices by the end of
June. We expect that the prayer space will be ready for
our use in September. This move will provide opportunities
for creativity, and we will need lots of member energy to
get it ready over the summer. All kinds of skills are
needed: decoration, construction, and just regular moving
in  skills. If you can help out in any way, large or small,
please email James Kaplan at jameshkaplan@hotmail.com.
As a participatory community, we hope that members will
contribute with their own hands to making our new beit
t filah, prayer space, the beautiful and welcoming environ-
ment that we want to represent our Congregation. If you re
curious about the space, it will be a great way to get to
know it intimately. Finally, I can t say enough to thank
Cheryl Sacks and Steve Siegel and the intrepid Space
Committee for their hard work and devotion in making this
happen (with only pizza, brownies and satisfaction for a
reward). On behalf of the Congregation, I express our
gratitude.
(See page 5 for a last-minute update on construction in the
new space.)

mailto:jameshkaplan@hotmail.com
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Shavuot
Thursday, June 5, 8 pm to midnight

Celebrate the giving of Torah with Torah study and other topics! Tradition has it that the heavens open at
midnight on erev Shavuot. So, come see if you can make it all the way...or join us for just part of the pro-
gram! We'll study, eat, and sing together to celebrate this holiday of revelation.
8:00 pm: Ma'ariv service
8:40 pm: A Shavuot nosh - please bring fruit or dairy desserts (eating dairy products is a Shavuot tradition)
9:00 pm: Study begins, and continues to midnight. Teachers include Rabbi Spitzer, Elaine Pollack, and
other members of the community. If you have something you'd like to teach a Jewish text (a Biblical text,
or a poem, or something else), an art project, or a little late-night yoga please contact Rabbi Spitzer.

Shabbat morning, June 7, 9:45 am
At Shabbat morning services we will observe the second day of Shavuot , including the Yizkor service (a
time for remembering loved ones who have passed away). This is also the special Education Shabbat cele-
bration: see below.

Shabbat  Programs
During the summer, we maintain a limited Shabbat program. Our regularly scheduled events listed below
will take a vacation until the fall.

Erev Shabbat Family Services
Remaining date: June 6

On the first Friday of each month, 6  7 pm, join us
for a musical, fun service, all ages welcome!
Special Education Shabbat Celebration

June 7, 9:45 am  1:00 pm
Join us as we celebrate teachers and learners in
our community at this special Education Shabbat.
We will honor our religious school teachers, recent
graduates of the Me ah program, and others who
engage in Torah at Dorshei Tzedek! The Education
Committee will be sponsoring a special kiddush
lunch after services. (This is also the second day of
Shavuot: see above)

Erev Shabbat Services
Remaining date: June 13

Once a month, from 8 to 9:15 pm, join us for a
musical and contemplative entry into Shabbat. All
are welcome, but please note that this service is
oriented toward adults and older kids.

Torah Study with Rabbi Spitzer
Remaining date: June 21

Join us once a month at 8:45 am for a closer look
at the weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Spitzer,
seen through the lenses of commentaries both
ancient and modern. No text study experience
required! (Bring your own refreshment.)

Chanting and Meditation Service
June 21, 9:45 am - noon

Join us for a contemplative service that combines
singing, silent meditation, and Torah study. No
meditation experience necessary! This is a lovely
way to experience the peacefulness and joy of
Shabbat.
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Board Notes
Elizabeth Ross, CDT Secretary

The board last met on April 6 and May 18, 2003.
At the April meeting, the board followed-up on the strategic
planning discussion held at the March Member s meeting.
Member s individual and group comments from the mem-
ber s meeting were reviewed. As summarized in this col-
umn in the May issue of the CDT newsletter, members
were overall satisfied with their experience in the congre-
gation. The most commonly mentioned areas for improve-
ment/concern were 1) a more stable space, 2) better ad-
ministrative support, 3) enhancement of adult education
and community of learners activities, 4) opportunities for
involvement for post b nei mitzvah youth, and 5) preserva-
tion of the character of our Shabbat Morning services with
growth. The board was pleased to conclude that the first
and second items had already been addressed. The board
decided that the other issues should be a focus for future
efforts by various committees. In next year s proposed
budget, funds will be allocated for enhancement of Com-
munity of Learners and youth programming. The education
and ritual committees will collaborate in efforts to maintain
the character of our services as we grow and need to ac-
commodate greater numbers of youth becoming b nei mitz-
vah each year.
Potential involvement for CDT in the Greater Boston Inter-
faith Organization (GBIO) was a major topic of discussion
at the May meeting. (Please see the related article on this
page.) The GBIO is an umbrella group of faith-based or-
ganizations devoted to political action around issues of im-
portance to the community current focuses are housing
and literacy; issues under consideration are summer jobs
for youth, high costs of insurance in lower-income Boston
neighborhoods, and issues of concern to immigrants with-
out green cards. Each member organization commits 1%
of their operating budget to the GBIO and sends three
delegates to meetings three times a year at which issues
are chosen and actions are planned. The GBIO was
formed in 1997 and has been actively seeking more in-
volvement from Jewish organizations. Temple Israel
(Brookline) is a long-standing member and thinks their
membership has revolutionized their tikkun olam work. Of
smaller synagogues, Temple Beth Zion and Hillel B nai To-
rah have also joined. The board thought involvement might
be a way to make connections with other faith-based or-
ganizations, to make connections between the suburbs
and the inner city, and to afford us an opportunity to make

a statement about CDT and our values within and beyond
the Jewish community. It was felt that as we consider in-
volvement, it will be essential to determine if there is grass-
roots interest.
Other topics of discussion included the fundraising cam-
paign that has recently started. A portion of the congrega-
tion will be solicited in face-to-face interviews and letters
have gone out to those not to be solicited this year (the
Nadiv Lev committee plans to do interviews with the entire
congregation over a three year period). Planning has be-
gun for next year s High Holy Day celebrations. Next years
budget was presented, discussed, and passed by the
board. The budget will be presented to the membership for
a final vote at the June member s meeting.
CDT board meetings are open to all members. Anyone
wishing to attend should contact Debbie Waber for details.

Greater Boston
Interfaith Organization

Janice Fine
A hardy band of eight members of Dorshei Tzedek, includ-
ing Andrew Schiff, Janice Fine, Debbie Waber, Eric Ber-
man, Paul Hattis, Clifford Goldsmith, and Stephanie and
Stacy Chacker, attended the Greater Boston Interfaith Or-
ganization's (GBIO) delegate assembly on May 12th,
2003. GBIO, a broad-based organization of churches,
synagogues, unions, and community development corpo-
rations, brings people together across lines of religion,
race and ethnicity to aggregate our power and act together
for justice in Greater Boston. In the past, the organization
has won major victories around affordable housing and
public education. Our synagogue is considering member-
ship in the organization. At the delegates' assembly we
heard from young people from Boston about the need to
restore 3,000 summer youth jobs, nurses' aids from Mat-
tapan about low pay and over-work, new immigrants to the
area about how difficult it is to legalize their status in the
United States, and GBIO leaders about the fight to defend
the Neighborhood Housing Trust from devastating cuts.
After these presentations, we met in small groups to reflect
upon the issues that resonated with each of us. For some
Dorshei Tzedek members, it was the youth jobs issue that
hit home, for others, especially those with elderly parents
in nursing homes, it was the nurses' aid's low pay and high
nurse to patient ratio that resonated most deeply. The

(Continued on page 5)
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Bat  Mitzvah of  Sophie  Strassberg
We joyfully invite the Dorshei Tzedek Community to join us as our daughter Sophie Rose Strassberg is
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday June 14 at 9:45 am. Sophie is a seventh grader at Brown
Middle School. She likes cooking and all things about animals. She is an excellent student and friend as well
as an avid reader. She has been a spiritual being since her birth-- three and a half weeks early  during a
Passover Seder. Sophie has been interested in social justice issues throughout her life and has been a
good neighbor to people of all ages. Sophie s Tikkun Olam Project is to create tactile story boxes for the
children at the Perkins School for the Blind.
Elena, Steve, and Sophie s sister Lily invite you for a Kiddush following services.
      Elena Eisman and Steve Strassberg

(GBIO, continued from page 4)

challenges faced by immigrants also moved synagogue
members.
At the meeting, GBIO announced a major public action on
June 10th to be attended by Governor Romney, and
asked each institution to commit to bringing out a specific
number of members. After a quick caucus, we pledged to
bring at least a minyan (10 members) to the action! As we
consider membership, we would like more synagogue
members to get a sense of GBIO. Attending the event will
be a great way to see the organization in action, and we
welcome the participation of any synagogue members who
are interested. It will be at New Covenant Christian
Church, 1500 Blue Hill Avenue in Mattapan. Seating will
begin at 6:30 and the program will commence at 7 pm
sharp. We will be organizing car pools from Newton and
Jamaica Plain. If you are interested in talking more about
GBIO or attending the June 10th action, please call or e-
mail Janice Fine at 617-541-0500 (work) or 617-524-7513
(home), jfine@neaction.org.

Our New Space:
Construction Update

Clifford Goldsmith
Phase 1 of the move to our very own new space (see page
2) was completed on Sunday, May 25. A crew of eleven
people turned out at the Second Church to demolish an
existing structure. This improves both access and the aes-
thetics of this wonderful room. A big thank you to Tony
Broh, Raphael and Ed Bruckner, Ezra Hausman, John
Holohan, Eric Karp, Elaine Landes, Sam Leonard, Leslie
Rubin and Lisa Schneier. Many hands made relatively light
work, although the shlepping board and wood to the dump-
ster was still an effort. Yasher Koach.
If you would like to help with Phase 2 of the construction,
building of an office and our permanent bimah, please con-
tact Clifford Goldsmith (clifford@linkmed.com or call
617-965-7323)

mailto:jfine@neaction.org
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Remember we re in the final two months of our first Annual
Nadiv Lev Campaign please give generously if you have
not done so yet! Our goal is $50,000 and 100% participation!
If you are a Dorshei Tzedek member and did not receive a
letter and contribution form from the Nadiv Lev committee,
please contact Steve Siegel at 617- 244-2291.
We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

Amy Bermar
In memory of Bert Bermar
In honor of Muriel Bermar

Elaine and Anna Bresnick
In memory of William Spitzer

Miriam Dellheim Baumel & Andrew Baumel
In honor of our new daughter, Amy Rebecca

Cindy Bittker and family
In memory of William Spitzer
Roberta and Paul Carson

In memory of William Spitzer
Ora Gladstone and Mitchell Silver

In memory of William Spitzer
 In honor of Ilana Blatt-Eisengart
for teaching our daughter Hadass
Clifford and Tessa Goldsmith

In memory of William Spitzer
Laurie Gould and Stephen Ansolabehere

In memory of William Spitzer
Paul Hattis & Elizabeth Samelson and family

In memory of Toba's father
Carol Hemley

In memory of William Spitzer
Michael Luckens and Sharon Schumack

 In memory of William Spitzer, zichrono livracha,
may his memory be a blessing

Amy Mazur
In memory of William Spitzer

Miranda Phillips and Bobby Kleinberg
In memory of William Spitzer

Neil and Marilyn Port
In memory of William Spitzer

Elaine and Alan Pollack
In memory of William Spitzer

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Shana Hausman,
Hadass Silver, Laura Greenly, and Sophie Strassberg

In honor of Cindy Rome for her hard work and love
on behalf of our kids at Dorshei Tzedek

Tracy Rogers and Jane Schwartz
In memory of William Spitzer

Lisa Beth Schneier
In memory of William Spitzer
Ira Schor and Ilene Spiro

In memory of William Spitzer
Sandra Sedacca and Sherwood Ives

In memory of Joseph Sedacca
Debbie Sher

In memory of Toba s father
Steven Siegel and Theresa St. John-Siegel

Our heartfelt condolences to Rabbi Toba on the passing of
her father, William Spitzer

The Steinberg-Miller Family
 In honor or Miranda Phillip, thanking her for a wonderful

year of dedicated and inspired teaching
In honor of Shana Hausman's Bat Mitzvah

Jane and Harvey Susswein
Mazel Tov on the engagement of

Joshua Herzig-Marx to Carla Naumburg
Angela Vierling

For Rabbi Toba in honor of all her help with my conversion
Debbie Waber

In honor of Elaine Bresnick and the Personnel Committee
for their tireless efforts to successfully recruit and hire

our new administrator
In honor of Cheryl Sacks and Steve Siegel and the

Space Committee for their extraordinary work
in successfully concluding the search and negotiation

for additional space for our community
Marcia Wasserman

In memory of William Spitzer
Jacqueline Weinstock

In memory of William Spitzer
Michael White

In memory of William Spitzer

Nadiv Lev
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Condolences
To Toba Spitzer, on the death of her father, William Spitzer. May his memory be for a blessing.
On behalf of the Congregation, we extend our prayers and love to Toba, Gina, Zachary and Zoe,
as well as to Toba's mother, Nessa Spitzer, at this difficult time. We hope that our thoughts will
bring them comfort in the weeks and months to come.

It is our tradition in Judaism to extend tzedakah in memory of the loved one. At the memorial service for
William Spitzer, two organizations were listed:
· Earth Justice, 426 17th Street, 6th floor, Oakland, CA 94612
· American Heart Association 7203 Poplar Street, Annandale, VA 22003
Donations in William Spitzer's memory to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek may also be made to the
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund or to other Dorshei Tzedek funds of your choice.

Shabbat  Tapes  Avai lable
Sung by Rabbi Toba Spitzer, Dorshei Tzedek has available audio tapes of: (1) the Friday evening
Family Service and (2) our regular Shabbat morning service. To order either or both tapes, please
send payment of $6/tape (includes shipping) to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 1326 Washington
Street, West Newton, MA 02465.

There are many ways to financially support Congregation Dorshei Tzedek: through contributions to the General Fund, or to
targeted funds such as the School or the Holy Book Funds. In addition, donations can be made to the Rabbi s Discretion-
ary Fund. This fund is not part of the congregation s operating expenses and is administered solely by the rabbi. Monies in
this fund are used for tzedakah in the greater community, for special needs of the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help
pay for an adult education program), and, most importantly, to help out congregants in need. Donations to this fund are
encouraged, in addition to (not instead of!) your contributions to help support the congregation. Checks should be made
out to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, but marked as intended for the Rabbi s Discretionary Fund. Please contact Rabbi
Spitzer directly at 617-454-0511 if you are in need of financial assistance.
When sending a contribution, please include a note with the names of the donors, and the dedication, if any, as you wish
them to be printed in the newsletter. Mail  to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 1326 Washington Street, West Newton, MA
02465.

Todah Rabah
We are deeply grateful to the Dorshei Tzedek community for all that you have done for us during this time of mourning.
Thank you to the Chesed Committee for organizing the delivery of meals, and to everyone who has expressed caring and
comfort via food, calls, shivah visits, e-mails, cards, and donations in honor of Bill Spitzer. We are very appreciative of the
caring and support of this wonderful community. Rabbi Toba, Gina, Zachary and Zoe
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Send items to be published in future newsletters to
dtnews@yahoogroups.com. Thanks!

The Newsletter Committee:
Dan Halbert, Josh Herzig-Marx, Karen Engels,

Tim Rosa, and Susannah Zisk

School News
Registration for Next Year

Registration for the 2003-2004/5764 academic year at the
Dorshei Tzedek Religious School is now occurring. We
have openings in Kindergarten through 3rd grade. For
more information about our school, or to receive the regis-
tration forms, please contact our office at (617) 965-0330.

Todah Rabah
On behalf of the students and teachers of our school, we
want to extend a heartfelt thank you to Linette Liebling.
Linette came to our Yom HaShoah assembly and shared
the story of her parents who were survivors of the Holo-
caust. We are grateful for the opportunity to hear this
poignant story in our observance of Holocaust Remem-
brance Day.

Send items to be published in future newsletters to
dtnews@yahoogroups.com. Thanks!

The Newsletter Committee:
Dan Halbert, Josh Herzig-Marx, Karen Engels,

Tim Rosa, and Susannah Zisk

Torah Siyyum
and Celebration

On Sunday, May 4, Dorshei Tzedek made history: for the
first time a Reconstructionist sofer (scribe) performed the
ceremonial "completion" of a Torah scroll at a Reconstruc-
tionist congregation! Rabbi Kevin Halé, a rabbinical school
classmate of Rabbi Toba's and a sofer-in-training, taught
us about the scroll that the community purchased earlier
this year. From a variety of clues, including the style of cal-
ligraphy, number of lines per column of text, and other va-
garies of the script, Rabbi Halé was able to tell us that our
"new" Torah is approximately 170 years old, most likely
written by a Hasidic sofer in the area of Bavaria.
We also learned a bit about the art of writing a sefer Torah,
including the tradition that no animals can be harmed for
the sake of writing a Torah scroll. For that reason, the ani-
mal skins and bird quills that are used in this ancient art
must come from animals that have died for other reasons,
either naturally or for providing food. The quills used to
complete our scroll came from turkeys raised by a Native
American man in Western Massachusetts, a person who
appreciates the way in which the Jewish community main-
tains the old ways  in transmitting our ancient words of
learning.
In a lovely ceremony, members of Dorshei Tzedek helped
complete  the scroll by helping to fill in the last 18 letters

of the Torah (or by authorizing Rabbi Halé to do the writing
for them). Rabbi Toba then declared the scroll "kosher"
and ready for use. Elaine Pollack chanted the final verses
of the Torah, including the words we had just completed,
and we then dressed the Torah scroll and marched it back
to its new home in our beautiful ark. Many thanks to every-
one in the community who contributed to the purchase of
this sefer Torah back in the fall--and be sure to come up
and take a look next time you're at Shabbat morning ser-
vices!

JRF Task Force:
Reconstructionist Policies

Regarding Israel
June 9 - 10, Philadelphia, PA

The Jewish Reconstructionist Federation has appointed a
special task force to advise leadership and provide a re-
port on JRF policies regarding Israel. The task force is be-
ing asked to provide a comprehensive report regarding the
difficult question of what support for Israel means for us,
as Reconstructionist Jews, in the first years of the 21st
century. JRF would like to seek input from its congrega-
tions to the greatest extent possible.
The first meeting of the task force will take place in Phila-
delphia on June 9-10, 2003. A special program for congre-
gants who wish to participate in education and discussion
will take place on the evening of June 9 at Congregation
Mishkan Shalom in Philadelphia. The program will begin
promptly at 7:30 p.m. and end no later than 10 p.m.
For more information, contact Louise Enoch,
lpenoch@aol.com.

mailto:dtnews@yahoogroups.com
mailto:dtnews@yahoogroups.com
mailto:lpenoch@aol.com
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Members  Meeting
Sunday, June 1, 7:15 pm

at the Second Church in our new space!
Don't miss the final Members' Meeting of 5763, where we will vote on a new Board and the budget for next
year, and discuss other important issues! Please try to send at least one member of your household to this
meeting.
We will be meeting in our new space  at the Second Church on Highland Street, just up the hill from the Uni-
tarian Society. Enter our space from the door facing Highland Street (follow the path from Highland off to the
left of the main sanctuary of the Church). We will tour the space and discuss our plans for making it our own
and celebrating our move to the space in the fall. See everyone then!

Be a Buddy
As our congregation grows it becomes increasingly important to help new members find a place for them-
selves within the larger community. This year we ve begun to match up new members who request a buddy
with veteran members, who invite their buddies to share a meal or two, sit together at several services or
events, and help the newer folks make connections during their first year at Dorshei Tzedek.
Instead of making calls to locate a buddy each time a new member joins, as we ve been doing, we d like to
start a list of people who d enjoy helping a new member navigate their way into life at Dorshei Tzedek. When
a new member requests a buddy, we ll call someone from the list who may live nearby, have similar age chil-
dren, or have similar interests as the new member.
You can sign up to be a buddy by contacting Judy Hersh at judyhersh@attbi.com or 617-332-2487. Judy and
Linda Hsu will do the matching as requests come in. So far only three CDT households have signed up to be
buddies for new member households. We d really like 20 households to participate. Please sign up now; be-
ing a buddy will feel good for you and the new member you re helping!

High Holy Days 5764
Cliff Cohen and Lissy Medvedow

It s time to start thinking about our celebration of the High Holy Days and that means thinking about how you would like to
help the observance happen. Once again we will be in overall charge of the logistics of the services, ticketing and food.
We would very much like to organize, as we did last year, the multitude of tasks to be done into smaller more manageable
chunks under the supervision of captains  for each day of the celebration. There will need to be a setup captain and a
food captain for each day (except Yom Kippur day, of course). We have had couples function in the captain s role and that
has seemed to work quite well. There will also need to be crew members for each day. And of course the children s pro-
gram will be seeking volunteers, both program managers and crew members. Additionally, we need a few volunteers to
work before the services to coordinate ticketing and badges. (Note: day captains will be involved beforehand as well.) An-
other beforehand task is shopping for the food. The services will be:

Erev Rosh Hashanah                                               Friday, September 26
Rosh Hashanah Day 1                                             Saturday, September 27
Rosh Hashanah Day 2                                             Sunday, September 28
Kol Nidre                                                                   Sunday, October 5
Yom Kippur Day                                                        Monday, October 6
Yom Kippur Evening/Break the Fast                       Monday, October 6

If you volunteer early you will get your top choice of task!! Please call us at 617-964-7676, or e-mail us at
cohen-medvedow@prodigy.net

mailto:judyhersh@attbi.com
mailto:cohen-medvedow@prodigy.net
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Mazel Tov
To Barbara Ayres and her partner Andy on Barbara's re-
covery from the debilitating illness that plagued her for
more than a year--we are glad to see you back!
To new members Miriam Dellheim Baumel and Andy
Baumel who have delivered our newest little member,
Amy Rebecca!
To Elaine Pollack on her acceptance to the new rabbini-
cal program of Hebrew College of Greater Boston!

We extend our congratulations to all members of our con-
gregation whose are graduating from high school and col-
lege this spring.
Meg Berenson, our Kitah Hay teacher, is graduating from
Brandeis University. She will stay in the Boston area next
year as a DeLeT (Day school Leadership through Teach-
ing) fellow.
Eleanor Lea Broh, daughter of Jennifer Hochschild and
Tony Broh, is graduating from Brookline High School. She
will attend Harvard University after deferring for a year to
work, hopefully in a community service project in a Span-
ish-speaking country. She works as an aide in Kitah Bet,
and will miss her charges next year!
Daniel Bruckner, son of Matilda and Ed Bruckner, is
graduating from Newton North and will be attending the
University of Chicago in the fall.
Rachel Gutter, our Kitah Bet teacher, is graduating from
Tufts University.
Diana Levine, daughter of Cindy Beth Bittker, is graduat-
ing from Chapel Hill - Chauncy Hall School in Waltham in
June. Diana is the editor of her school paper, "The Circu-
lar" and her recent editorial, "Anti-Gay Words: An Epi-
demic?" won an award for Excellence in Column Writing
from the 33rd Annual Scholastic Press Forum. Diana will
be attending Clark University in Worcester in the Fall.
Elana Rome, daughter of Cindy Shulak-Rome and Dan
Rome, will be graduating from Newton North High School
next month. Elana will be attending Harvard College this
fall. Her proud parents are delighted to have her still close
to home!

Study Participants Needed
Are you, or a member of your family, Asian-American and
Jewish, whether through adoption, mixed-parentage or
conversion? If so, I would be interested to hear from you. I
am writing the first-ever book about the experience of
Asian-American Jews. I am interested in the experiences
of all types of Jews - from secular to Orthodox. I hope to
gather the experiences through a questionnaire, and if
possible, a personal interview. (All names will be kept con-
fidential.) A major publisher has already expressed strong
interest in publishing this book. If you are interested in par-
ticipating, please send your name, address and phone
number to linjresearch@aol.com. Further details and per-
sonal references are available on request. For those who
are interested, I am myself an Asian-American Jew. Thank
you for your interest in this study. Patricia Y. C. E. Lin, Ph.
D. Scholar-in-Residence Pacific School of Religion Gradu-
ate Theological Union, Berkeley, CA 94709 Contact ad-
dress: 722 Washington Avenue Albany, CA 94706 Tel:
(510)-527-8127.

Boston Celebrates Israel
Sunday, June 15, 12:30  5:30 pm at the World Trade

Center's Commonwealth Complex
Greater Boston's community-wide celebration of Yom
Ha'atzmaut, Israel Independence Day, will include enter-
tainment from Israel, shopping from Israeli vendors, Israeli
foods, and interactive educational exhibits. This event is a
new format for the Israeli Independence Day Street Festi-
val. For more information, go to the Combined Jewish Phi-
lanthropies website at www.cjp.org.

Refuah Sh lemah
The community of Congregation Dorshei Tzedek sends
blessings and prayers for healing, refuah sh lemah, to Lynne
Brandon and Francis Greenberg. May healing and comfort
come soon to you and those who help to care for you.
If you or someone in your household is ill or in need of
support, please contact Rabbi Spitzer (617-454-0511) or
Susan Manheim (781-449-2984).
The Chesed Committee would like to know if you are
available over the summer to prepare and deliver
meals. We want to be sure that we can continue to meet
the needs of the congregation during the summer months.
Please contact Susan Manheim at 781-449-2984.

mailto:linjresearch@aol.com
http://www.cjp.org.
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Events and services are held at the First Unitarian Society
of Newton, 1326 Washington Street, West Newton, unless
otherwise noted. An asterisk (*) denotes Rabbi Spitzer s
weekend off. Free child care is available during Shabbat
morning services in the large classroom near the office on
the first floor.
Setup/cleanup people: The coordinator for your event is
labeled (c) . Please contact that person to coordinate
your work at least 10 days before the event.

No Fragrances, Please: So that Dorshei Tzedek services
and events are accessible to all of our members and
guests, we ask that people refrain from wearing fragrances
(perfume, scented oils, cologne, etc.) to all Dorshei Tzedek
events. While pleasant to some, these fragrances can
cause illness to those who are chemically sensitive. Thank
you for your understanding and flexibility.

June Calendar

The July/August Calendar was not yet available as the newsletter went to press. Please check our website or the July/
August newsletter for our summer schedule.

Date Time Event Set-up/Clean-up and Notes

Sun Jun  1 7:15 pm - 9:30 pm Member's Meeting
at the Second Church (see page 9) Alan Epstein, Beth Berman

Thu Jun  5 8 pm - 12 am Shavuot Program
(see page 3)

Jonathan Magaziner, Rochelle
Weichman, Alison Morantz

Fri Jun  6 6 pm - 7 pm Erev Shabbat Family Service
(see page 3)

Ilana Mainelli, Lisa Goodman,
Laya Steinberg

Sat Jun  7
9:45 am - 12 pm

kiddush lunch
follows

Education Shabbat and
Second Day of Shavuot Morning Service

Joel Katz, Naomi Botkin,
Daniel Wohl
(see page 3)

Fri Jun 13 8 pm - 9:15 pm Erev Shabbat Service Jeff Fortgang, Dorie Fried,
Caryn-Amy King

Sat Jun 14 9:45 am - 12 pm
Shabbat Morning Service

Bat Mitzvah of Sophie Strassberg
Parshat Naso

Leslie Rubin, Debbie Hemley
(see page 5)

Sat Jun 21 8:45 am - 9:40 am Torah Study with Rabbi Spitzer (see page 3)

Sat Jun 21 9:45 am - 12 pm
Chanting and Meditation Service

Shabbat Morning Service
Parshat Beha'alotekha

Jacob Weinberg, Shoshana
Simons, Peter Dain

(see page 3)

Sat Jun 28 * 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Parshat Shelach Lekha

Karen Engels, Carla Naumburg,
Rebecca Gutman



Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
1326 Washington St.

West Newton, MA 02465

Dorshei Tzedek Mission Statement
Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist Congregation dedicated to creating a caring and inclusive community,
and to enhancing Jewish practice and learning in the lives of our members. As our name implies, we are
seekers-of meaningful spirituality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social justice.
Consistent with Reconstructionist philosophy, we are committed to seriously engaging with Jewish tradition,
challenging that tradition, where need be, and building on the tradition in creative ways. We do this in order to
enhance our own lives as contemporary Jews and to perpetuate our bond and our children s bond to our
heritage. We view education for ourselves and our children as fundamental to Jewish life.
We are a participatory congregation, encouraging all of our members to take an active role in some aspect of
our congregational life. Our rabbi is our partner in this endeavor, and is both teacher and participant in our
community. We value diversity in our congregation, and welcome all those who share our commitments.
Finally, we affirm the concept of mitzvah as obligation, acting on our Jewish values through deeds of tzedek
(social justice) and gemilut chasadim (loving kindness), both within our congregation and in the larger community.


