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Offerings of the Heart
Rabbi Toba Spitzer & Steve Siegel

At the November members  meeting we began a fascinat-
ing discussion about what it means to sustain a community
through material contributions that are in some way both
obligatory and offered from the heart. Our discussion was
sparked by close study of texts from the book of Shemot/
Exodus about the building of the mishkan, the portable
sanctuary, which the Israelites constructed in the wilderness.
In describing the call to the Israelites and their response,
the Torah text emphasizes over and over again that the
people brought their offerings for the construction of the
mishkan precious cloths and metals, wood and stone and
animal skins with nadiv lev, a phrase that seems to liter-
ally mean uplifted  or willing  heart. In biblical times, the
heart was considered the seat of the intelligence as well as
of emotion, really the center of the self. So a nadiv lev of-
fering combined qualities of obligation (since these contri-
butions had been commanded by God and Moses) and a
special kind of generous intentionality.
As a congregation, we are embarking on a new phase of
our efforts to gather material contributions for the continual
building of our mishkan in our case not a physical space,
but a communal space  in which our activities are con-
tained. This sacred space is maintained not only through
the volunteer labor of many members, but also in a variety
of ways that cost money including rental space, paid staff,
and a variety of other costs.
Yet above and beyond the very real material needs that
are driving our fundraising efforts, there is clearly a value
in Judaism of giving for its own sake. In our first Torah of
money process, in which we discussed the creation of a
new dues structure, we emphasized the historic responsi-
bility of Jews to undertake some form of self taxation to
maintain necessary community functions. As we once
again enter into a discussion of our values in connection to
our financial life as a community, we are encountering the
challenges and blessings that come from fostering a cul-
ture of giving, a culture of nadiv lev.

The operating budget of a healthy congregation includes a
combination of dues, fees, and contributions above and
beyond those two categories. One rule of thumb is that
fundraising should account for approximately 25% of a
congregational budget. In the early years of Dorshei
Tzedek, when dues were very low, successful fundraising
campaigns were undertaken for very specific purposes to
buy a Torah, to hire a rabbi but an ongoing annual cam-
paign was never initiated. In recent years, the fundraising
portion of our budget in comparison to dues and fees
has been quite small, no more than 10%. We are now fac-
ing a situation in which we simply cannot meet our operat-
ing costs without a vibrant annual campaign. To meet this
challenge, the Fundraising Committee has set a goal of
raising $50,000 by the summer of 2003, in order to close
the gap on some of this year s costs (including taking on a
full time administrator), to go toward what the Board antici-
pates to be increased costs in the coming year, and to
make fundraising a more integral part of our financial life
as a community.
In facing the challenge of raising tens of thousands of dol-
lars over and above dues and fees, we as a community
are invited to learn new things about ourselves and to
overcome prejudices and fears that we may carry with us.
The realities of economic class and wealth differentials are
not easy issues in contemporary America. How do we as a
community, instead of politely overlooking the fact that
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Torah of Money
The Torah of Money Committee recently held the first
in a series of community conversations about our
Torah of fundraising.  Thank you to everyone who

participated. We now realize that there continues to be
confusion about the purpose of the Torah of Money
Committee. ToM exists in order to study what Judaism
teaches about money, specifically in relationship to
raising the money that Dorshei Tzedek needs in order
to continue to be a vital Jewish community. As we
better understand the complex relationship between
our community and money and the specific issues
regarding fundraising we expect that this knowledge
will inform and direct all of our actions, whether we
perform the mitzvah of asking others to donate or
whether we perform the mitzvah of donating.
In this first round of community conversations, we
began by discussing, in pairs, some of the formative
influences on our individual assumptions about money
and class, and how these assumptions still inform our
attitudes and decisions. We then heard a brief report
from the Fundraising Committee about this year s
Annual Campaign (members will be receiving more
information soon directly from the Fundraising
Committee). In the final part of the meetings, we
began a discussion of the values that our community
holds that should shape our fundraising activities. It
became clear in these discussions that there are
many concerns and questions that we all have about
what a higher level of fundraising activity means for
Dorshei Tzedek, both as a community and for
individual members. There s still plenty to talk about!
More community conversations will be planned, and
we hope to see you then.
In the meantime, our committee wants to hear from
you. Here is a list of Torah of Money Committee
members, with email addresses and telephone
numbers:
Wendy Gedanken    617 332 1246 wgedanken@hotmail.com
Jill Stanzler Katz      617 325 8029       jillsk@mindspring.com
Jeff Sacks                617 964 4773               jsacks@attbi.com
Steve Siegel            617 244 2291             spsiegel@aol.com
Miranda Phillips       617 926 5622   phillipsville@hotmail.com
Judy Herzig Marx   617 964 2791     herzig marx@attbi.com
Clifford Goldsmith    617 965 7323        clifford@linkmed.com
Eric Karp                  617 527 2815         ekarp@wkwtlaw.com
Toba Spitzer            617 454 0511   rabbi@dorsheitzedek.org

Contacting the Rabbi: Rabbi Toba Spitzer does not have
regular office hours but is available to talk about any spiri-
tual, religious, or personal issues that you might want to
discuss. Please call her directly to make an appointment at
617-454-0511. Rabbi Spitzer s office is at the Second
Church, 60 Highland Avenue, just up the hill from The Uni-
tarian Society.
Rabbinic Liaison Committee: The Rabbinic Liaison Com-
mittee exists to insure the maintenance of a good relation-
ship between our rabbi and the congregation. Any ques-
tions or concerns should be directed to Louise Enoch,
Linette Liebling, or Mark Farber. These matters will be
handled confidentially and appropriate solutions sought
where possible.

(Offerings of the Hearrt, continued from page 1)

there is a wide range of income in our congregation, em-
brace the challenge of looking closely at our own preju-
dices and assumptions regarding those who have more or
less than we do? What would it be like for every member
to feel proud, regardless of the size of the contribution, of
his or her gift? What would it mean to not judge others in
the community whose financial capacity is different than
our own? How could we learn to see the opportunity to
make a significant financial gift as a blessing that is re-
ceived as much as given? How can we define our own
mishkan in such a way that our collective abundance
serves not only ourselves, but the society around us as
well?
All of these are questions that we will explore together as
we embark on this new phase of our financial journey to-
gether. In the coming months Dorshei Tzedek will continue
to learn about Jewish concepts of giving, through ongoing
Torah of money studies, through the community conversa-
tions that began in early December, and through training
workshops with our fundraising consultant Hillel Korin. This
new campaign will provide us the opportunity to learn more
about ourselves, about our values and beliefs as individu-
als and about what we can dream of, build on, and achieve
as a community. We are the benefactors as well as the
beneficiaries of our nadiv lev offerings; this campaign is
ours to shape. How we engage with this process will reflect
our values, our hopes, our virtues, and our wisdom.
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Tubishvat
Friday, January 17, 7 9 pm

At The Unitarian Society
Tubishvat, the Jewish New Year of the Trees,  is an opportunity to
celebrate the environment, connect to the special fruits and grains of
the land of Israel, and study teachings from the Jewish mystical tradi-
tion. In place of our monthly 8 pm erev Shabbat service, we will be cele-
brating Tubishvat with a special program of food, song, and study.
We will begin at 7 pm with candle lighting and welcoming Shabbat, followed by a Tubishvat seder, including
readings, eating special fruits associated with the holiday, and study on topics including what we have to
learn from plants, environmental action, Jewish mysticism, and the land of Israel. At 8 pm we will enjoy a pot
luck dinner together. This program is appropriate for adults and kids in 6th grade and older. In order to plan for
both the seder and the meal, we ask that you RSVP to Peter Hess at phess@mit.edu or 617 558 8697. And
start thinking of recipes! A Tubishvat tradition is to eat foods using one or more of the seven agricultural spe-
cies associated with the land of Israel wheat, barley, figs, dates, olives, grapes and pomegranates.

Shabbat Programs
Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Shabbat

Join us for Shabbat services on Saturday, January 18, for a special Shabbat service as we celebrate both
Shabbat Shira (the Shabbat of Song  when we read from the Torah about the crossing of the Red Sea) and
the birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. Services will include readings and songs inspired by Dr. King, and an
opportunity to celebrate freedom in its many forms! Services begin, as usual, at 9:45 am (child care is available).

Erev Shabbat Services
Upcoming dates: (January 17 is Tubishvat seder: see above), February 28, March 14, April 11, May 9, and June 13

Once a month, from 8 9:15 pm, join us for a musical and contemplative entry into Shabbat. All are wel-
come, but please note that this service is oriented toward adults and older kids.

Family Erev Shabbat Services
Upcoming dates: January 3, February 7, and March 7, April 4, May 2, and June 6

On the first Friday of each month from 6 7 pm, join us for a musical, fun service, all ages welcome! Storytellers
needed: If you would like to tell a story at one of these services, please call Rabbi Spitzer at 617 454 0511.

Tot Shabbat Program
In January we will resume our monthly Tot Shabbat program. This program, geared for preschool children
(parents also welcome) will provide an introduction to Jewish songs, stories and holidays. We will meet
monthly on the following dates 11-11:45 am: January 4, February 8, March 22, April 12, and May 10.
Questions? Contact Cindy Shulak Rome, Education Director at 617-965 0330 x4 or school@dorsheitzedek.org.

Shabbat Morning Study
Winter/spring dates: January 11, February 8, March 15, April 12, May 10, and June 21

Join us once a month at 8:45 am for a closer look at the weekly Torah portion with Rabbi Spitzer, seen
through the lenses of commentaries both ancient and modern. No text study experience required! (Bring
your own tea or coffee.)

mailto:phess@mit.edu
mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
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Israel and the Israeli Palestinian Conflict:
Learning & Discussion Opportunities at Dorshei Tzedek

Promises
The Dorshei Tzedek Middle East Discussion Group invites members to attend a potluck dinner and a showing of
Promises , a moving account of Arab Israeli relations portrayed through the eyes of children. Don t miss this opportunity

to see a wonderful film and schmooze with fellow DT members. Children 11 and up are welcome. Join us Sunday, Janu-
ary 5 at 5 pm, at the  home of Elaine Bresnick. RSVP: ebresnick@attbi.com, or 617 964 5199.

Holy Land and the Value of a Life
Join Rabbi Andrew Vogel for bagels, text study and discussion. In the last two years alone, an enormous amount of blood
has been shed on both sides of the Israeli Palestinian conflict. What do Jewish sources say about the balance between
two ultimate values, the Land of Israel and piku ach nefesh, saving a life? We will examine Jewish texts cited in recent re-
sponsa (rabbinic rulings), reflecting a variety of opinions of contemporary authorities. Rabbi Andrew Vogel is Associate
Rabbi at Temple Shir Tikva in Wayland and a graduate of the Hebrew Union College Jewish Institute of Religion. Join us
Sunday, February 2,  11:30 am - 1:30 pm, at The Walker Center, 144 Hancock Street (at the corner of Grove), Newton,
½ block north of the Riverside T station (for directions, go to www.walkerctr.org).
This program is sponsored by the Dorshei Tzedek Middle East Discussion Group

General Fund
Josef and Phyllis Bismanovsky, and Devora Cascade

In loving memory of our dear cousin Efrem Goldberg

Roberta and Paul Carson
In memory of Chiae Herzig

The Beatrice F. and Melvin E. Lewis
Family Charitable Foundation

In recognition of good works in your community

Marc Steinberg and Linda Hsu
In honor of Nancy Gertz

Joyce, Michael, Alex, and Judy Wolk
 In memory of, and with great affection for,

Efrem Goldberg. He truly brightened up our lives.
-

School Fund
Amy Bermar

In honor of the B nai Mitzvah class of 2002,
and with gratitude for the grace, fortitude and wisdom of

their teachers

Rabbi s Discretionary Fund
Amy Bermar

In memory of Efrem Goldberg
-

Building Fund
Sherry Katz and Mark Faber

In honor of Stefan Cohen s Bar Mitzvah
-

There are many ways to financially support Congregation Dor-
shei Tzedek: through contributions to the General Fund, or to
targeted funds such as the School or the Holy Book Funds. In
addition, donations can be made to the Rabbi s Discretionary
Fund. This fund is not part of the congregation s operating ex-
penses and is administered solely by the rabbi. Monies in this
fund are used for tzedakah in the greater community, for special
needs of the congregation (e.g., to buy books or help pay for an
adult education program), and, most importantly, to help out
congregants in need. Donations to this fund are encouraged, in
addition to (not instead of!) your contributions to help support
the congregation. Checks should be made out to Congregation
Dorshei Tzedek, but marked as intended for the Rabbi s Discre-
tionary Fund. Please contact Rabbi Spitzer directly at 617 454
0511 if you are in need of financial assistance.

Contribut ions

mailto:ebresnick@attbi.com
http://www.walkerctr.org).
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Adult Education
Understanding the Shabbat Morning Service

With Rabbi Toba Spitzer
Wednesday evenings, 7:45 9:15 pm, January 8, 15, and 22

at The First Unitarian Society (free for members; $18 for non members)
Join Rabbi Spitzer for an exploration of the meaning and structure of the Shabbat morning service. What does it
mean to pray as a Reconstructionist? What are the key prayers and why do we say them? What do I need to know
to feel more comfortable in Shabbat morning services? We ll discuss these questions and more! The class is suit-
able for those with little knowledge of traditional liturgy and for those who come to services but would like to under-
stand their deeper structure.

Telling Our Stories: A Spiritual Autobiography Workshop
With Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Wednesday evenings, 7:45 9:15, February 5, 12 and 26, March 19 and 26, and April 2
(Dorshei Tzedek members only)

This class is an opportunity to reflect on our personal journeys and the development of our beliefs, values, and
commitments. The first three sessions will focus on exercises to help participants begin the writing process, and
after a break the class will re convene to share what people have written. This class was a wonderful experience
for those who participated two years ago, so don t miss it this year! Because class size is limited, you must call
Rabbi Toba at 617 454 0511 to register. No writing experience or expertise is required.

Dorshei Tzedek Becomes Me ah Site
As you may have read in the November newsletter, a number of Dorshei Tzedek members have participated in the
Me ah (pronounced may ah, the Hebrew word for 100) program and are now in their second year of study. In No-
vember, the Dorshei Tzedek Board voted to formally become a Me ah site, in collaboration with the Newton JCC
and Temple Hillel Bnai Torah.
Me ah is an intensive two year adult learning program of the Hebrew College and Boston s Commission on Jewish
Continuity. It provides adults with a framework for ongoing study of Jewish texts, ideas, and history from the Bible
through the modern eras. It is based on the belief that learning can have both personal and communal impact.
Me ah brings alive the personalities, philosophies, and principles of Jewish life through intense interaction and
study with leading Jewish scholars; each class is an encounter of students with the sources, with the instructor,
and with each other. Grappling with these texts from a variety of perspectives, students develop a framework for
understanding Judaism, its value systems, and Jewish culture and continuity. Begun nine years ago with only two
classes, Me ah has grown dramatically to over 30 classes throughout Greater Boston and across the US, with over
1000 graduates. Me ah has inspired participants to create learning communities, to assume leadership roles, and
to intensify their commitment to Jewish education.
Now is the time to start thinking about whether you might like to be a Me ah student in 5764! In late Febru-
ary or early March we will hold an informational meeting (date and time to be announced) where Dorshei Tzedek
members will have the opportunity to learn about the Me ah program in greater detail. At that meeting the course
curriculum will be outlined, the time and financial commitments will be explained, and current Me ah students will
talk about their Me ah experience. Please watch your mail for further details. If you have any questions in the in-
terim, please call Tessa Goldsmith or Rabbi Spitzer. You can also check out the Me ah website at
http://www.hebrewcollege.edu/html/adultlearning/meah.html

http://www.hebrewcollege.edu/html/adultlearning/meah.html
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Education News
It s been a fun and busy season at the Dorshei Tzedek
School. Presently we are all recovering from the rigor of
our annual Maccabiah! While parents were conferencing
with the teachers, Rabbi Toba led the relays with her usual
energy and enthusiasm. Our four teams, the Dreidls, Lat-
kes, Menorahs, and Sufganiot fought it out to the finish. A
highlight is always the two person potato race, and of
course each team demonstrated their creativity with a
team song. We wound up with candle lighting and songs,
and of course, sufganiyot for all!
Also at Chanukah time, Kitah Hay worked hard to collect
candles and chocolate Chanukah gelt for Family Table as
their class tikkun olam project. Family Table distributes
these items, along with other Chanukah goodies, so that
less fortunate families can celebrate the joys of Chanukah.
Students from Kitah Zayin helped run the games and pre-
pare the latkes for the community wide Chanukah celebra-
tion.
This year, in addition to our monthly Rosh Hodesh assem-
bly celebrating the new month, we have begun a monthly
school wide ma ariv (evening) service. The entire school
comes together in the Children s Chapel to participate in a
short service. This gives us the opportunity to share in a
prayer experience, and also gives the students an opportu-
nity to practice leading the prayers they have learned.
Each month, a few students from each class volunteer to
lead certain prayers that they are comfortable with. Stu-
dents also have the opportunity to share a poem or read-
ing that they enjoy. We assembled our own special ma ariv
siddur. Anyone interested in joining us is welcome to stop
in at 5:20 pm. Our January service will be on Thursday,
January 16 and in February we will gather on Thursday,
February 27.

-
Reconstructionist Judaism in a Family Context

Parent Discussion Group for Lower School Parents
Facilitated by Judy Herzig Marx

Saturdays at 10:30 am
January 4, January 25, February 1, March 1

What are the questions and issues that come up as your
child/children begin their Jewish education? How can you
feel empowered to bring Jewish values and practices into
your family life? What is a Reconstructionist approach to
Jewish practice?

Judy Herzig Marx, LICSW, and founding member of Dor-
shei Tzedek Congregation and School, welcomes parents
to four discussion sessions following Torah Talk from
10:30 12:00.
This program is for parents of children in Gan, Kitah Aleph,
and Kitah Bet. Other interested school parents are wel-
come on a space available basis. For questions, contact
Cindy Shulak Rome, 617 965 0330x4 or
school@dorsheitzedek.org

-
School Closings Due to Inclement Weather

In case of inclement weather, check the school phone line
(617 965 0330 x4) for a message as to whether classes
have been cancelled, or tune to WBZ Radio 1030 AM or
WBZ Channel 4 TV for cancellation announcements.

-
Community of Learners

Expand your knowledge and practice of Shabbat!
Many of you have heard the term Community of Learners
bantered about for some time now. This is your chance to
get a small taste of what this is all about. Our goal is to
provide members of all ages the opportunity to expand
their knowledge and enrich or deepen their practice/
observance of Shabbat. On Sunday January 26 from 2 4
pm (before the Super Bowl!) we will have a number of
workshops relating to Shabbat for all ages and all levels of
knowledge and comfort. The following weekend, January
31 February 1, we will come together to share many dif-
ferent aspects of Shabbat in our community. Stay tuned for
the specifics and save those dates on your calendar!

-
Kitah Gimel Talks About God
From Morah Chavah/Miranda Phillips

Every year I find that my Kitah Gimel class is dying to talk
about God. So every year I invite Rabbi Toba to hear the
kids  questions and feelings on the subject. And every year
they come up with the most amazing list to describe the
ways they experience God and Godliness. Here s this
year s list:

Safe Spirit; Creator of the World; Gives Me
Choices; Magical; Mysterious One; Shabbat
Shalom Maker; Powerful One; Commander; Safe
One; Protects Us; Someone to Learn From;
Teacher; A Voice; A Dream; Spirit

(continued on page 7)

mailto:school@dorsheitzedek.org
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(Education news, continued from page 6)

As Rabbi Toba said in class today, may our concepts of
God always be fluid, changing as we change. And may we
always delight in the variety of names we each have for
God. If we decide that one name, one way of understand-
ing God, is right, and then that notion becomes stale or
sullied and we push it away, we risk losing a sense God
and godliness altogether.

-
Blanket Drive

Kitah Alef, together with The First Unitarian Soci-
ety, is collecting blankets for the homeless. The Unitarian
Society received an urgent call from the Mass Coalition for
the Homeless, which is getting an overload of requests
from people on the streets. Members of the Church ap-
proached me asking if Dorshei Tzedek would like to col-
laborate on a blanket drive, and I put the responsibility in
the most conscientious and caring hands I know: my stu-
dents . (You may remember receiving an email from them
back in December). If you have blankets to donate, please
bring them to the DT office. To the right of the office, in the
alcove, is a large wooden desk where you can leave the
blankets. You ll recognize the spot by the big, colorful sign
nearby (of first grade craftsmanship).
Todah rabah!

Kitah Alef, The First Unitarian Society, and Morah
Chavah

Send items to be published in future newsletters to dtnews@yahoogroups.com. Thanks!
The Newsletter Committee: Dan Halbert, Josh Herzig-Marx, Karen Engels, Tim Rosa, and Susannah Zisk

Membership
Join using in welcoming these new members to Dorshei
Tzedek:
Beth Berman lives in Newton with her two daughters,
Emma and Sara, who are adopted from China. Emma is a
first grader. She loves ballet, gymnastics, school including
Hebrew school and television as well as lots of other stuff!
Sara is 19 months old and loves her family, Sesame
Street, eating, and her dog. Beth is a social worker. They
are happy to become members of Dorshei Tzedek.
Jacob Weinberg grew up in Haddonfield, New Jersey, just
outside of Philadelphia, where he had a joyful Conserva-
tive and Reform Jewish upbringing. Since graduating from
Earlham College in 1997, Jacob has been an intern at Elat
Chayyim (a Jewish spiritual retreat center); he has taught
fifth graders as well as ESL for adults; been a prep cook;
waited tables; traveled to Mexico; and worked in a cafe.
He is currently pondering local graduate school programs
in the fields of agriculture, food, and the environment. He
loves speaking Spanish and plans to do a lot of traveling in
his lifetime. Jacob lives in Somerville near his sister as well
as his girlfriend, Becky, who plans to join Dorshei Tzedek
soon.

Community Happenings
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 35th Annual Newton Community Celebration of Love

Monday, January 20 at 10am
Temple Shalom of Newton

175 Temple Street, West Newton
The program will feature musical selections by The Voices of Myrtle Baptist, Shir Shalom Choir, and Newton All City Hon-
ors Chorus, as well as reflections and artwork by Newton school students. Rev. Howard Haywood of Myrtle Baptist Church
will be the keynote speaker.

mailto:dtnews@yahoogroups.com
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Shabbat  Tapes  Avai lable
Sung by Rabbi Toba Spitzer, Dorshei
Tzedek has available audio tapes of:
(1) the Friday evening Family Service

and (2) our regular Shabbat morning service. To order
either or both tapes, please send payment of $6/tape
(includes shipping) to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek, 1326
Washington Street, West Newton, MA 02465.

Jewish Family & Children's Service
Sponsors Support Groups

Jewish Healing Connections sponsors two ongoing
support groups:
Drop-In Jewish Spiritual Support Group, offering
psychological and spiritual support for anyone who is living
with illness and those caring for loved ones living with
illness. The group meets the first and third Thursdays of
each month, 10 am  noon, at the Leventhal-Sidman
Jewish Community Center, 333 Nahanton Street Newton
Center, Room 201.
Drop-In Bereavement Support Group, offering
psychological and spiritual support for anyone who has
experienced the death of a loved one. The group meets
every Monday, 11 am  12:30 pm, at the JCC, Room
201.
There is no fee for either group. For more information, call
Marjorie Sokoll at JF&CS, 617-558-1278.

Condolences
To Chayim Herzig Marx and his family, on
the death of Chayim s mother, Chiae Herzig,
may her memory be for a blessing.

Mazel Tov
Mazel Tov to Idit Klein, who has been awarded a Joshua
Venture Fellowship! Idit received the fellowship for her
work with Keshet, a local organization which works to cre-
ate a fully welcoming and inclusive Jewish community for
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) Jews in
Greater Boston through building community and develop-
ing leadership among GLBT Jews and facilitating concrete
changes in Jewish institutions  policies and cultures.
Joshua Venture awards two year fellowships to eight
qualified social entrepreneurs ages 21 35 whose innova-
tive ventures help to create a more just, vibrant, and inclu-
sive American Jewish community. Yasher koach Idit!
Yasher koach to Stefan Cohen and Adam Karp, who be-
came bar mitzvah in December, and to their families
mazel tov!
Have you recently had a mazel tov moment? Let us know!
Please notify the Newsletter Committee of life cycle events,
significant accomplishments, or other moments you would
like to share with the Dorshei Tzedek community.

Chanuka Party
a Smashing Success

Good times were had by one and all at Dorshei Tzedek s
bash on the fifth night of Chanuka. Without going into too
much detail, let it suffice to say that many latkes were
eaten, many candles lit, and many dreidls spun by young
and old. Special thanks to Marc Steinberg and Diana
Fisher Gomberg for overall planning/coordination, and Tim
Rosa and his latke crew (Dan Rosa, Daniel Katz, Jonathan
Kahn Leavitt, Stefan Cohen, and Steve Ansolabehere) for
a job well done. Diana also organized a brave group of
craft aficionados as well as song leaders and story tellers
Cindy Marshall, Sheree Galpert, Ruth Paris, and Robin
Einzig to entertain the younger children. Susannah Zisk
led activities for the older kids with the help of Carole Sli-
powitz, Laurie Gould, and Marcia Okun. Students from our
Hebrew School created beautiful signage for the event,
and each of the big kids  activities was ably and enthusias-
tically led by a terrific group of teens: Amy Goldsmith,
Anna Kahn Leavitt, Leah Netsky, Michelle Blitzman,
Sophie Strassberg, and Laura Greenly. Linda Hsu stepped
up at the last minute to put together a lovely craft activity
origami dreidls to keep the little ones happy during dinner.
Thanks also to the set up/clean up crew for doing a terri-
fic and generally thankless job with good humor and forti-
tude!
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Events and services are held at the First Unitarian Society of
Newton, 1326 Washington Street, West Newton, unless
otherwise noted. An asterisk (*) denotes Rabbi Spitzer s week-
end off. Free child care is available during Shabbat morning ser-
vices in the large classroom near the office on the first floor.
Setup/cleanup people: The coordinator for your event is labeled
(c) . Please contact that person to coordinate your work at

least 10 days before the event.

No Fragrances, Please: So that Dorshei Tzedek services and
events are accessible to all of our members and guests, we ask
that people refrain from wearing fragrances (perfume, scented
oils, cologne, etc.) to Shabbat morning services and adult edu-
cation sessions. While pleasant to some, these fragrances can
cause illness to those who are chemically sensitive. Thank you
for your understanding and flexibility.

January Calendar
Date Time Event Set-up/Clean-Up and Notes

Thu Jan  2 Religious School classes resume

Fri Jan  3 6 pm - 7 pm Erev Shabbat Family Service Amelia Zalcman,
Susannah Zisk (c)

Sat Jan  4 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Parshat Va era

Ira Fader,
Carolyn Fine Friedman (c)

Sat Jan  4 10 am - 12 pm Kitot Alef and Bet Classes
Sat Jan  4 10:30 am - 12 pm Reconstructionist Judaism in a Family Context:

Parent Discussion Group for Lower School Parents
Sat Jan  4 11 am - 11:45 am Tot Shabbat  (see page 3)
Sun Jan  5 2 pm - 4 pm Kitah Hay Family Education Program
Sun Jan  5 5 pm - Dorshei Tzedek Middle East Discussion Group

Open Potluck  (see page 4)

Wed Jan  8 7:45 pm - 9:15 pm Adult Education:
Understanding the Shabbat Morning Service

Sat Jan 11 8:45 am - 9:40 am Torah Study with Rabbi Spitzer
Sat Jan 11 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service

Parshat Bo
David Felson (c),

Jennifer Hochschild
Sat Jan 11 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Alef Class
Sat Jan 11 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Bet Family Ed
Sun Jan 12 2 pm - 4 pm Gan Family Program
Wed Jan 15 7:45 pm - 9:15 pm Adult Education:

Understanding the Shabbat Morning Service  (see page 5)

Fri Jan 17 7 pm - 9 pm Tubishvat Seder and Erev Shabbat Service Marcia Okun, Tony Broh
(see page 3)

Sat Jan 18 No School - MLK Holiday Weekend

Sat Jan 18 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Shabbat Shira Parshat Beshallach

Roberta Fortgang (c),
Richard Fisher Gomberg

Wed Jan 22 7:45 pm - 9:15 pm Adult Education:
Understanding the Shabbat Morning Service  (see page 5)

Thu Jan 23 3:45 pm - 5:45 pm No Religious School Classes - Staff Meeting

Sat Jan 25 * 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Parshat Yitro Michael Cohen (c), Robin Einzig

Sat Jan 25 10 am - 12 pm Kitot Aleph and Bet Classes
Sat Jan 25 10:30 am - 12 pm Reconstructionist Judaism in a Family Context:

Parent Discussion Group for Lower School Parents (see page 6)

Sun Jan 26 2 pm - 4 pm Community of Learners
Learning about Shabbat (see page 6)

Fri Jan 31 Community of Learners
Shabbat Dinners (see page 6)
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February Calendar
Date Time Event Set-up/Clean-up and Notes

Sat Feb  1 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Parshat Mishpatim Barbara Isaacs (c), Paul Carson

Sat Feb  1 10 am - 12 pm Kitot Alef and Bet Classes

Sat Feb  1 10:30 am - 12 pm Reconstructionist Judaism in a Family Context:
Parent Discussion Group for Lower School Parents (see page 6)

Sat Feb  1 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Community of Learners
Havdallah and Dinner

Wendy Gedanken (c),
John Dubrow, Aileen Cronin

(see page 6)

Sun Feb  2 11:30 am -
1:30 pm "Holy Land and the Value of a Life" at the Walker Center

(see page 4)
Sun Feb  2 2 pm - 4 pm Kitah Zayin Family Education Program

Sun Feb  2 2 pm - 4 pm Kitah Gimmel Family Education Program

Wed Feb  5 7:45 pm - 9:15 pm Adult Education: Telling Our Stories:
A Spiritual Autobiography Workshop  (see page 5)

Fri Feb  7 6 pm - 7 pm Erev Shabbat Family Service Jeffrey Arnold (c), Susan Hart

Sat Feb  8 8:45 am - 9:40 am Torah Study with Rabbi Spitzer

Sat Feb  8 9:45 am - 1 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Parshat Terumah

Louise Enoch (c), Ellie Goldberg,
Ellen Hemley

Sat Feb  8 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Bet Class

Sat Feb  8 10 am - 12 pm Kitah Aleph Family Education Program

Sat Feb  8 10 am - 12 pm Kitot Alef and Bet Classes

Sat Feb  8 11 am - 11:45 am Tot Shabbat  (see page 3)

Sun Feb  9 2 pm - 4 pm Gan Family Program

Sun Feb  9 2 pm - 4 pm Kitah Vav Family Education Program

Wed Feb 12 7:45 pm - 9:15 pm Adult Education: Telling Our Stories:
A Spiritual Autobiography Workshop  (see page 5)

Sat Feb 15 No classes through Feb 24
School Vacation Week

Sat Feb 15 * 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Parshat Tetzavveh

Chayim Herzig-Marx (c),
Peter Gittleman

Sat Feb 22 9:45 am - 12 pm Shabbat Morning Service
Parshat Ki Tissa Betsy Hinden (c), James Kaplan

Tue Feb 25 Religious School Classes Resume

Wed Feb 26 7:45 pm - 9:15 pm Adult Education: Telling Our Stories:
A Spiritual Autobiography Workshop  (see page 5)

Fri Feb 28 6 pm - 8 pm Gan Shabbat Dinner

Fri Feb 28 8 pm - 9:15 pm Erev Shabbat Service Shelly Isaacs (c), Faye Snider
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Torah Fundraiser
Thank you Dorshei Tzedek and friends for your support of our Torah Fundraiser! We had a very high level of participation in
this special mitzvah nearly 60% of our households made small and large contributions, mostly in the first two weeks of this
campaign, to make a high quality torah scroll our own. Our monetary goal of $6500 was exceeded by $1000, which will go
toward the repair of our older Torah. In gratitude, we acknowledge these supporters and note their dedications below:

Barbara Ayres and Andrea Diamond; Amy Bermar In memory of Bert Bermar, Enrico Donnini, and Efrem Goldberg, In
honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Gabe Donnini, and the future Bat Mitzvah of Olivia Donnini; Susan Bernstein and Jodie
Siegel; Jacquelyn Bloomberg; Elise Brenner and Michael Kajen; Elaine Bresnick; In honor of Miranda Phillips and
Bobby Kleinberg on their marriage; Matilda and Edward Bruckner; Roberta and Paul Carson; Stacey Chacker and
Jean Claude Bourrut  In memory of Efrem Goldberg; Abby Cohen and Stuart Snyder; Andrew Cohen and Melanie
Adler; Clifford Cohen and Elisabeth Medvedow; Andrew Compaine and John Dubrow In honor of the new blessing in
our lives, our daughter Danya Miriam Dubrow Compaine; Elena Eisman and Steve Strassberg; David and Phyllis Far-
ber To honor important birthdays of our children: Mark Farber and Sherry Katz; Mark Farber; Carolyn Fine and Jeremiah
Friedman; Jacqueline and Stanley Fleischman; Dan Foreman In honor of Elaine Pollack, with gratitude for her help with
Rachel s Bat Mitzvah; Sheree Galpert and Peter Hess; Wendy Gedanken and Joaquim Branco; Nancy Gertz and Mi-
chael Cohen In honor of Stefan Cohen s Bar Mitzvah; Lauren Gibbs; Ora Gladstone and Mitchell Silver In anticipation
of Haddass Silver s Bat Mitzvah; Tessa and Clifford Goldsmith; Diana and Richard Fisher Gomberg; Sharon Gorberg
and John Holohan; Jonathan and Ami Gordon; Laurie Gould and Stephen Ansolabehere; Ezra and Allison Haus-
man; Ellen Hemley and Mark Bronstein; Judith Hersh and Timothy Rosa In memory of Efrem Goldberg; Chiae Herzig
In honor of Chayim s birthday; Judy and Chayim Herzig Marx In memory of Efrem Goldberg; Betsy Hinden and Karen
Wasserman; Jennifer Hochschild and Tony Broh; Linda Hsu and Marc Steinberg; Meryl Kahn; Laurie and Jonathan
Kahn Leavitt; James Kaplan and Erica Streit In honor of the marriage of Miranda Phillips and Bobby Kleinberg; Jamie
Katz and Cynthia Piltch; Laura and Joel Katz; Hope Kellman For Efrem Goldberg; Kelli Kirshtein and Wendy Angus
In loving memory of Efrem Goldberg and in appreciation of Jill Volk, Steve Lewis, and Avital; Esther Kohn; Elaine Landes
and David Felson In loving memory of Efrem Goldberg; Deborah and Lisa Levheim; Linette Liebling and Peter De-
muth; Sarah Little and Douglas Hersh; Barbara and Shelly Magaliff; Cindy Marshall and Katharine Pillsbury; Amy
Mazur and Michael Feldstein; Alison Morantz; Carla Naumburg; Nancy Osher Blumberg; Miranda Phillips In honor
of this year s newest Torah readers, Daniel Katz, Rachel Forman and the entire Kitah Zayin. Mazel Tov!; Lisa Port White In
honor of Malcolm White, fabulous husband and father; Lisa Port White and Malcolm White In memory of Efrem Goldberg,
and in honor of Miranda and Bobby s wedding; Debra Rattet and Leslie Rubin In memory of Efrem Goldberg and in honor
of Rabbi Toba Spitzer, with gratitude; Eva Rosenn and Rand Hutcheson; Audrey Roth and Robin Einzig; Cheryl and
Jeffrey Sacks; In honor of our children, Rachel, Lauren, and Josh Sacks; Emily Saltz and Ira Fader; Robert Saper and
Ruth Paris; Andrew Schiff; Lisa Schneier; Ira Schor and Ilene Spiro; Helen Schwartz To honor the birthdays of Mark
Farber and Sherry Katz; The Shatkin Littman Family In honor of Rabbi Toba; Cindy Shulak Rome and Dan Rome In
memory of Efrem Goldberg; Steven Siegel and Theresa St. John Siegel In honor of Cliff Cohen and Lissy Medvedow,
for their great efforts in organizing High Holiday services; Shoshana Simons; Carol Sklar In memory of Evelyn Bach,
aunt to Carol Sklar and great aunt to Julia Sklar ; Carole Slipowitz and Dan Halbert; William and Gish Small; Willa
Small Kuh and Thomas Kuh; Marvin and Faye Snider; Jill Stanzler Katz and Jeffrey Katz In honor of our daughter
Alexandra Katz s Bat Mitzvah; Jill Volk; Deborah Waber and Stephen Leonard In memory of Efrem Goldberg; Marcia
Wasserman In memory of Efrem Goldberg; Donna Webber and Daniel Feng Shi; Jonathan Weisberg and Deborah
Hemley; Michael White Wishing Dorshei Tzedek a happy 5763 ; Susannah and Stephen Zisk

A gift from the Dibner Fund, facilitated by Nancy Gertz and Michael Cohen, provided funds to cover approxi-
mately half the cost of the new Torah. This gift was dedicated in loving memory of Efrem Goldberg.



Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
1326 Washington St.

West Newton, MA 02465

Dorshei Tzedek Mission Statement
Dorshei Tzedek is a Reconstructionist Congregation dedicated to creating a caring and inclusive community,
and to enhancing Jewish practice and learning in the lives of our members. As our name implies, we are
seekers-of meaningful spirituality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social justice.
Consistent with Reconstructionist philosophy, we are committed to seriously engaging with Jewish tradition,
challenging that tradition, where need be, and building on the tradition in creative ways. We do this in order to
enhance our own lives as contemporary Jews and to perpetuate our bond and our children s bond to our
heritage. We view education for ourselves and our children as fundamental to Jewish life.
We are a participatory congregation, encouraging all of our members to take an active role in some aspect of
our congregational life. Our rabbi is our partner in this endeavor, and is both teacher and participant in our
community. We value diversity in our congregation, and welcome all those who share our commitments.
Finally, we affirm the concept of mitzvah as obligation, acting on our Jewish values through deeds of tzedek
(social justice) and gemilut chasadim (loving kindness), both within our congregation and in the larger community.


