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Online with Rav Tiffany
Hello shalom hello. Rav Tiffany here, filling in for Rabbi
Spitzer, who is off again on one of those silent meditation
retreats. Personally, I d rather be forced to watch endless
re-runs of the Republican presidential candidate debates
while sitting on a bed of nails than spend a week not
talking and eating brown rice, but I guess it takes all kinds.
That being said, let me share with you a bit of Torah,
seeing as I promised Rabbi Toba I would make good use
of this space in her absence.
The question I am asked most (after, of course, who does
your hair? ) is, Rav Tiffany, to what do you owe your
phenomenal success?  How do I manage to be a world-
famous pastoral counselor, run my own film production
company, create a best-selling line of spiritual video work-
out tapes that would make Jane Fonda ferklempt, and
design elegant rabbinic wear (check out my new
Beruriah s Secret  catalogue!) that is the talk of Paris? Not

to mention my new success as Internet entrepreneur: you
can visit my new venture at www.Kapparah.Com, where
you can ask for and receive Divine forgiveness at the click
of a cursor! Or the recent, Grammy award-winning record
which I produced The Buena Vista Mah-Jongg Club
featuring a loquacious group of elderly Jewish ladies
whom I lured out of retirement.
One answer, of course, could be my multiple degrees from
Harvard, RRC, Wharton Business School, and the Fashion
Institute of Technology; or perhaps my stunning business
sense and need for only three hours of sleep a night. But
the true answer, my friends, is this: it s the holiday of Purim
that keeps me going. This is where I get my inspiration, my
kavannah, my determination and vision.
Purim, you ask? That silly holiday where kids dress up like
Queen Esther and the wicked Haman? When it s a mitzvah
to get drunk? This is inspiration for a rabbi for the New
Millennium?
Well, it says in the midrash that after the Messiah comes,

(Continued on page 2)

Presidents  Message
Linette Liebling and Cheryl Sacks

This is the time of year when our community creates the
nominating committee for next year s Board of Directors
and Executive Committee. Dorshei Tzedek continues with
the mission in which it was begun, to be a full-service con-
gregation. As so many members have experienced, it is
truly a community where each and every one of us has the
opportunity to work together toward a common vision.
Whether it is doing the obligatory set-up and clean-up on
Shabbat or a Holiday, or committee work, or a larger lead-
ership role, we all join together to make events happen.
The majority of the planning and implementation of our
congregational work happens within the committee struc-
ture. From creating the newsletter you are reading to guid-
ing the school that educates our children, we all support
our community. We encourage all members to volunteer
their time and energy to participate in a way that feels
meaningful and that provides connection to the larger
community.
What passions do you bring to Dorshei Tzedek? Each of
us has expertise and areas of interest that would benefit
our community at large and provide us with the connection
to community that brought us to Dorshei Tzedek originally.
For those of you already on a committee we encourage

(Continued on page 2)
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(Rav Tiff, continued from page 1)

the only holiday we Jews will celebrate will be Purim! And
if it s good enough for Mashiach, it s good enough for Rav
Tiff. Listen, in that other spring holiday  you know the
one, Passover  God does all the work. Brings the
plagues, smites the Pharaoh, shleps the Israelites out of
Egypt  poor Moshe, he s not even mentioned in the
haggadah. But on Purim we read the Book of Esther, and
it s God whose name doesn t come up. On Purim we
celebrate human ingenuity and courage, not to mention
two foxy women who outsmart their men. What s not to
like?
I ll let you in on a little secret. Even a go-getting multi-
career gal like me has to let loose once in a while. Purim
is about wearing a mask, making fun, letting a little bit of
the dark side out and then turning it upside down. Another
teaching from the rabbis: when Torah was given the first
time, it was received by the Israelites in fear, but Purim
was the time when Torah was received wholeheartedly,
out of love! Or as Gilda Radner once said: Humor is like
the truth, only faster.
So listen, this is what I want to tell you, before Rabbi Toba
comes back with that glazed look she gets after these
retreats: let go a little, this Purim. Dorshei Tzedek is
having a party? So dress up! Try something new, be
ridiculous, get drunk a little. You never know what kind of
Torah might come to you in such a state. And even if it
doesn t, at least you ll have a night to remember.
(See page 3 for Purim details.)

Rav Tiffany is booked up until sometime in 2002, but has
designated Rabbi Toba as her stand-in in the meantime.
Rabbi Toba does not have regular office hours, but is
available to talk about any spiritual, religious ,or personal
issues that you might want to discuss, and will also let you
know you when she s doing lunch with Rav Tiffany, so you
can pretend you just ran into her and still get her to sign
her new book, Kabbalah for Dummies. Please call Rabbi
Toba directly to make an appointment, at 617-924-6242.

(President’s Message, continued from page 1)

you to think about taking more of a leadership role. Talk
with your committee chair about ways in which to become
more involved. If you are already serving on a committee
that does not speak to your passions or concerns, join a
different one. If you haven t yet had the opportunity to work
on a committee, please feel free to call one of us to dis-
cuss a way to plug in. In our busy lives it is often extremely
challenging to take on an additional commitment. Yet the
payoff can be great for those who can manage it. Our
community is very special, but it only succeeds with a lot of
work.
In considering how to develop our leadership within the
community, we turned to our resources at the Jewish Re-
constructionist Federation. Rabbi Mordechai Liebling,
whom many of you have met before, has agreed to come
and meet with our Board to help us contemplate issues
pertaining to leadership. Our Congregation has been the
beneficiary of Mordechai s advice many times in the past,
and we look forward to the opportunity to meet with him
again. We are specifically requesting that all past and
present Board and Executive Committee members, all
present and past Committee Chairs, as well as any
other interested members, join the discussion. If inter-
ested please call either one of us to discuss the meeting,
which will be held on Tuesday, March 7.

New Book Group
Due to a groundswell of interest, Dorshei Tzedek members
will be starting a book group which will meet once a month
or so to discuss books of mutual interest. Topics may
cover the broadest range of Jewish-related interests from
history and theology to fiction, being Jewish in America,
relations with Israel, or whatever the
group desires. The plan is for group
members to facilitate the discussions,
with the option of bringing in a ringer
from time to time as needed to provide
additional expertise.
The first meeting will be held in early
March, at a time and place to be de-
termined. If you are interested, please
contact Susannah Zisk at
szisk@concentric.net, or 617-924-
9117. Here s to many evenings of
lively and diverse discussion!

Next Newsletter Deadline: April 5, 2000!

mailto:szisk@concentric.net
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Purim is  Coming! !
Monday, March 20, 7:00 pm at the Unitarian Society in West Newton

    Purim Davvening!             Costume Parade!             Another Premier Purim Spiel!
    Crafts for Kids!                 Megillah Reading!            Lots of Hamentaschen!
    Music!                                 Dancing!                            Mishegas!

Come as you d like to be! (Costumes encouraged for people of all ages)
In this season of presidential primaries  wouldn t you rather be celebrating??
· In keeping with the Purim tradition of mishloach manot ( sending gifts ), we ask you to bring one plate

of goodies (fruits, nuts, hamentaschen, candy, etc.) to exchange with another household.
· Purim Food Drive: It is a Purim tradition to deliver food to people in need, so please bring canned food,

pasta, etc. to our Purim celebration, to be delivered to the Newton Food Pantry by Kitah Gimel in the
Religious School.

See you on March 20! For more information, or to help out, please contact Clifford Goldsmith at
617-965-7323, clifford@linkmed.com, or call Geri Blitzman at 617-924-4174.

Prepar ing for  Pesach
The new Reconstructionist Haggadah is here! You can view pages of it
on the Web (at http://www.jrf.org) or review a copy at the Dorshei Tzedek
office. See page 11 for an order form.

On Sunday, April 9, Rabbi Spitzer will teach a class on Preparing for
Pesach.  Using the new haggadah, we ll explore themes of the Pesach
seder and ideas for making your seder meaningful and exciting. (See
Adult Education  on page 7 for details.)

It s a mitzvah to attend a Passover seder, and a mitzvah to invite
someone to yours! So do a mitzvah  if you need a place to go first or second night (the seders fall on
April 19 & 20 this year), or if you have space at your seder and could welcome a guest  please call our
seder-match coordinator,  Linette Liebling, at 617-244-7248.

Clean out your chametz! Our food drive begins at the Purim celebration, but you can still bring food for the
Newton Food Pantry to the office, during school hours (Tues  Thurs, 3:00  6:00 pm), through April 15. And
check out the Dorshei Tzedek Web site for instructions on kashering your kitchen for Pesach!

Healing Seder. The Peter Daniel Clark Seder for Hope and Healing, held at Temple Beth Avodah in New-
ton, is a Passover seder for HIV+ Jews, for friends and relatives of those who have died of AIDS, and for
anyone who would like to be in solidarity with those in the Jewish community struggling with HIV and AIDS.
The seder will be held on Monday evening, April 24. For reservations, please call Temple Beth Avodah at
617-527-0045.

Special Pesach Service. Dorshei Tzedek will conclude the Passover holiday with a service on Wednesday
morning, April 26, at 8:15 am, at the Unitarian Society. This service will include Yizkor.

mailto:clifford@linkmed.com
http://www.jrf.org)
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We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

1998-1999 Fundraising Campaign
Janet Boguslaw and Howard Kaufman

Lynne Brandon
Elise Brenner and Michael Kajen

Matilda and Ed Bruckner
Louise Enoch and Alan Epstein

Carolyn Fine and Jerry Friedman
Roberta and Jeffrey Fortgang

Sheree Galpert and Peter Hess
Ora Gladstone and Mitchell Silver

Ellie and Efrem Goldberg
Sharon Gorberg and John Holohan

Judy Hersh and Tim Rosa
Judy and Chayim Herzig-Marx
Sherry Katz and Mark Farber

Hope Kellman
Willa and Tom Kuh

Sarah Kuhn
Elaine Landes and David Felson

Susan Manheim and Andrew Schiff
Amy Mazur

Dinah Moeller
Ellen Pashall

Debra Rattet and Leslie Rubin
Peter Roberts

Elizabeth Ross and Caren Smith
In honor of the founders of Dorshei Tzedek

Cheryl and Jeff Sacks
Emily Saltz and Ira Fader

Lisa Samelson and Paul Hattis
Barbara Shatkin and Andrew Littman

Leeann Simons
Marcia Wasserman

General Fund
Eric and Steffi Karp

Michael Miller and Heather Ayares
The Port Family Foundation

Emily Saltz and Ira Fader
In honor of Elaine Pollack's dedication and effort in
preparing our son, Julian Fader, for his bar mitzvah

Ruth and Aaron Seidman
In honor of Cindy Rome, in recognition of her significant

impact on the development of Dorshei Tzedek
Isadore and Helen Waber

In appreciation for the aliyah given to us on
Shabbat, December 11

Nanette Schwartz
Dan Sinder and Sharon Siegel

Religious School Fund
Cindy and Dan Rome

In honor of the B'nai Mitzvah of Molly Krotick,
Ava Shapiro, Amanda Kajen, Isaac Silver

David Roberts and Sue Fischlowitz
In honor of Cindy Shulak Rome

The Beatrice F. and Melvin E. Lewis
Family Charitable Foundation

Holy Book Fund
Emily Saltz and Ira Fader

In honor of our son, Julian Fader's, bar mitzvah
The Sacks Family

In honor of: the Katz Farber Family,
the Shulak Rome Family, the Liebling Demuth Family,
the Gedanken Bronco Family, the Port White Family,

the Goldsmith Family, Elaine Pollack, Rabbi Toba Spitzer,
Lyn and Ed Weiner, the Littman Shatkin Family,
the Forman Family, and the Gertz Cohen Family

Honor someone or an event with a contribution to support our commu-
nity. Contributions are welcome in any amount at any time. Please
make checks payable to Congregation Dorshei Tzedek and mail them
to 1326 Washington Street, West Newton MA, 02465. Thank you!

CONTRIBUTIONS
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Dan Karp Bar  Mitzvah
On March 18, 2000, Shabbat Zakhor, our son, Dan, will become a Bar Mitzvah at Dorshei Tzedek. The ser-
vice will he held at the Unitarian Society in West Newton, in the Parish Hall.
Dan is a Peer Mediator in his 7th grade class at Newton s Brown Middle School, and plays French horn in
the school band. He is also a member of the cast of the upcoming Mikado, a Gilbert & Sullivan musical
which will take place at Brown the week before his Bar Mitzvah. In addition to periodic stints at Sunday s
Bread, Dan walked all 20 miles in last year s Walk for Hunger, and has participated in annual Brian Connors
Fun Runs to raise money for dwarfism research. The centerpieces at Dan s Bar Mitzvah luncheon will be
dedicated to supporting the efforts of Jennie Lindheim s Clown Troupe, an organization that provides clowns
to entertain children in area hospitals.
Please join us for Dan s Bar Mitzvah service and kiddush on March 18.  Eric and Steffi Aronson Karp

Mazel  Tov!
Join us at Shabbat morning services, Saturday morning, April 1, as we officially welcome young Tira Elise,
daughter of Gail Leicher and Brian O Connell and sister of Alex O Connell, into the Jewish people and the
Dorshei Tzedek community!

Shabbat  Programs
Erev Shabbat Family Services. On the first Friday of each month, from 6:00  7:00 pm, we welcome the
Shabbat with a musical, all ages-friendly Shabbat service. Upcoming dates are: March 3, April 7, May 5,
and June 2.

Chanting & Meditation Service. On Shabbat morning, April 8, at 9:45 am, Rabbi Spitzer will lead a ser-
vice that combines chanting of Hebrew prayers, silent meditation, and Torah study. Whether you re an ex-
perienced meditator or if this is new to you  please join us for a wonderful Shabbat morning experience!

Kid s Kehillah to meet again March 4 and May 6. Calling all 3rd to 6th graders: get to know other kids in
our community as we celebrate Shabbat together. We ll play games, work on projects, have a kiddush and
get treated to some exciting guest leaders. Meet from 10:30 am  noon in the Children s Chapel on the first
floor. Kehillah means community see you there!

Our Pre-School/Kindergarten Shabbat program, for our youngest members and their parents will meet
again on March 4 and May 6. We ll have stories, songs and a craft. This is a parent-led program, and is a
perfect opportunity to meet other families with young children. Come to the babysitting room from 10:30 to
11:15 am.

All events are held at the Unitarian Universalist Society, 1326 Washington St., West Newton, unless noted.



Page 6                                                                                                        March  April 2000

A Message from Our
Education Director

Shalom! I want to remind our school families of upcoming
Family Education dates and take a moment to tell you a bit
about Family Education at Dorshei Tzedek, and our com-
mitment to this model of Jewish Education. Family Educa-
tion is a wonderful opportunity for parents to have memo-
rable Jewish times, positive Jewish experiences, and to
learn along with your children. Our teachers, the Education
Committee, and I recognize the family as the primary influ-
ence shaping any child s Jewish identity. We see our-
selves in partnership with the parents of Dorshei Tzedek.
As educators, we seek to provide educational Jewish pro-
grams that are meaningful and fun and will have a positive
impact on the entire family. The Family Education pro-
grams at Dorshei Tzedek supplement, enrich, and support
our school-based curriculum.
We look forward to seeing you at the upcoming programs,
which are under the skilled leadership of Elaine Pollack,
Lower School Family Educator, and Lesley Chapman,
Upper School Family Educator.
As always, please call with any questions or comments.
B'Shalom,
Judith Wolfman

Family Education Schedule

Striving to be a Community
of Learners: A Report from
the Education Committee

Cindy Shulak-Rome
Lifelong learning is a basic tenet of Reconstructionist
Judaism and a value of Dorshei Tzedek that is reflected in
our community s mission statement. We have a great start
on the education path. We have the foundation of a won-
derful religious school, and we are blessed with a talented
and dedicated staff. As of September 2000, we will have a
school program that provides education for our children
and their families from Kindergarten through B nai Mitzvah.
We also have an extensive Adult Education program, with
an array of programs provided throughout the year. So,
what s missing?
The missing link is the bridge we need to build between
the values of our lives and those of Jewish tradition. It is
not enough for us to learn or teach our children about
Judaism; it is necessary for us to learn and teach our chil-
dren how to be Jewish, to learn how to own and live our
Judaism in the context of our daily lives. This is a key ele-
ment for adults and children alike. It is not our religious
school in isolation that shapes the Torah  that we teach
our children  it is our community as a whole.
At our recent meetings, the Education Committee has be-
gun working on a vision of what a community-wide educa-
tion program would look like. What would it mean for Dor-
shei Tzedek to become a community of learners ? How
would we accomplish this? Upon completion of the Dorshei
Tzedek educational program, what will be the result of our
children s  learning process? Who will they be as Jews?
We have begun to develop an outline of a model for
Community Education . We envision several different

components for learning opportunities beyond the tradi-
tional classroom setting. As we continue to work on this
model and share more specific plans for expanding our
education goals, we will want feedback and ideas from our
members. There will be a number of opportunities for your
participation. Over the next few months we will engage in a
dialogue at the Members  Meeting, and distribute a ques-
tionnaire. We always welcome members at our monthly
Education Committee meetings (and, of course, there is
always e-mail and the telephone!). For more information,
contact Cindy Shulak-Rome, Education Chair, at
617-965-5722 or cbsrome@aol.com.

Saturday
March 4

10 am  12 noon
(during class)

Kitah Alef
Family Education

Saturday
March 11

10 am  12 noon
(extra program)

Kitah Bet
Family Education

Sunday
March 19 2  4 pm Gan

Family Program

Sunday
April 9 2  4 pm Gan

Family Program

Saturday
April 29

10 am  12 noon
(during class)

Kitah Bet
Family Education

Sunday
April 30 3  5 pm

Kitah Dalet
and Kitah Hey

Family Education

mailto:cbsrome@aol.com
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Adult Education
Finding God in a World of Doubts: Wisdom from Israel s Secular Writers

with Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz
Thursday evenings, 7:45  9:15 pm, March 2, 9, and 16

There is delicious fruit on a young branch of the tree of Torah which is, unfortunately, rarely tasted by North
American Jews. That fruit is the writing of a group of Israeli authors whose explorations of the human condi-
tion and whose search for meaning is couched not only in the language of Judaism, but also in the language
of doubt. This class will taste some of this poetic, delicious fruit, exploring issues of faith, doubt, and mean-
ing in the light of the surprisingly spiritual texts of some of the most prominent so-called secular  Israelis.
Knowledge of Hebrew not required: texts will be available both in Hebrew and in English translation. (free for
members; $25 for non-members)
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz is a member of our congregation and a teacher, translator, and author. He is a
graduate of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and served as the first Assistant Director at Kolel: The
Adult Centre for Liberal Jewish Learning, located in Toronto. His areas of expertise include prayer and ritual;
Hebrew literature, in particular Hebrew poetry; and the theological and textual bases of tikkun olam.

A Palace in Time : Shabbat in Theory & Practice
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Thursday evenings, 7:45  9:15 pm, March 30, April 4 and 13
The practice of Shabbat, one of the fundamental pillars of traditional Judaism, can be seen as oppressively
restrictive or radically liberating. What is the meaning of Shabbat, and how do we make it relevant to our
lives? In this class we will study traditional and modern texts on Shabbat, and explore how we might de-
velop or deepen our own Shabbat practice. Is it possible to make boundaries around our work lives? What
would it mean to just be  for 25 hours every week? How can Shabbat be understood not only as a personal,
spiritual experience, but also as a social-political practice? (free for members; $25 for non-members)

Preparing for Pesach
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Sunday, April 9, 10:00 am  noon
Walker Center, corner of Grove and Hancock Streets, 1/2 mile north of the Riverside MBTA station

Tired of the same old seder? Curious as to how to make Passover a spiritually  as well as gastronomi-
cally  nourishing holiday? At this workshop we ll take a look at the new Reconstructionist haggadah and
discuss ways to make the Pesach holiday meaningful and relevant  from the physical preparation to the
seder itself. (free of charge)

Shabbat Morning Study
with Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Saturday mornings, 8:45  9:40 am. Remaining dates: March 4, April 1, May 6, and June 3. This year
we are studying the commentaries of the Sefat Emet, a late 19th century Hasidic master, on the weekly To-
rah portion. The Sefat Emet brings a unique perspective to bear on the Biblical texts, and offers a great in-
troduction to Hasidic thought. All study is done in translation; no knowledge of Hebrew necessary. Bring
your own coffee and enjoy this early morning prelude to the service! (no fee)
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Sunday s Bread:
Help Feed Boston s Homeless

and Repair the World
Volunteers are needed for Sunday, April 16, and Sunday,
May 21. If you can participate or would like more informa-
tion call Ira Krotick at 617-527-0671. Thanks and a tip of
the yarmulke to all those who volunteered over the past
few months.

Dorshei Tzedek in Cyberspace
Clifford Goldsmith

Dorshei Tzedek s web site is at
http://townonline.koz.com/visit/dorsheitzedek

Our public web site provides: information about our con-
gregation s school, services, and other activities including
a sample of our rabbi s music, an updated, online calendar
of events, interesting divrai torah and more.
Our web site also provides special information to members
only. These include: all documents for the members
binder (updated monthly) including a members  directory,
quick reference list of members, set-up and clean-up pro-
cedures, etc., and an online photo album of one or more
community activities.
Dorshei Tzedek now also has an e-mail listserver at
dtzedek@egroups.com. This listserver is for members
only, and we encourage you to use it to discuss anything
you think is of general interest to the congregation mem-
bers. The listserver can be configured by each member to
either provide e-mails as they are generated or a once-a-
day digest. We have also implemented an occasional
E-mail by Mail  mailing of interesting e-mails to members

who do not have regular e-mail access.
Our newsletter committee has its own listserver at
dtnews@egroups.com which can be used to give sug-
gestions and submissions for the newsletter. Any other
committee that would like its own listserver should contact
Clifford and he will help you set it up. We would appreciate
any suggestions on how we can improve online and offline
communications between congregation members.

Mindful Growth
Last year, in our strategic planning process, one of the big-
gest concerns raised by members was around growth.
What are the implications of growing or not growing? How
do we maintain our sense of community and intimacy as
we grow larger?
To begin to answer some of these questions, a task force
was created this fall. Our purpose is to study the effects of
growth or lack of growth on our community and to identify
those issues that need to be coordinated, researched, and
developed. We are talking with synagogues throughout the
country to understand the components of positive growth,
the mistakes that were made, and how various systems
were affected.
Another part of our purpose is to learn more about Dorshei
Tzedek members  concerns, ideas, and priorities in terms
of services we provide and sustainable sizes to provide
those services.
We are looking forward to talking with many of you about
these issues. As we learn about growth, we will share our
findings with you. Meanwhile, if you have any input for us,
please contact anyone on the committee: Michael Cohen,
Chayim Herzig-Marx, Sherry Katz, Elaine Pollack, Dan
Rome, Elizabeth Ross, Rabbi Toba Spitzer, and Debbie
Waber.

Calling All Adult
B nai Mitzvah Wanna-Be s

Peter Hess and Sheree Galpert will be hosting an informa-
tional meeting on Sunday, March 19, at 10 am for any
adult members of Dorshei Tzedek who would like to ex-
plore the possibility of being in a B nai Mitzvah class (for
study leading to a Bar or Bat Mitzvah). Rabbi Toba Spitzer
and a member of the current
B nai Mitzvah class will join us
to talk about various ways of
approaching the process.
Please RSVP to Peter or
Sheree if you plan to come, or
if you are interested in joining
the class but can t make the
info session. Location: 478
Albemarle Rd, Newtonville,
617-558-8697.

http://townonline.koz.com/visit/dorsheitzedek
mailto:dtzedek@egroups.com
mailto:dtnews@egroups.com
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March Calendar
Date Time Event Setup/Cleanup and Notes

Mar 2 Thu 7:45 pm  9:15 pm Adult Education  Israeli Literature Class (see page 7)
Mar 3 Fri 6 pm  7 pm Family Shabbat Service Finn-Harrison, Melanie Forman
Mar 4 Sat 8:45 am

9:45 am
10 am  12 pm

10:30 am  11:15 am
10:30 am  12 pm

Adult Education  Shabbat Morning Study
Shabbat Service

Aleph and Bet Classes (including Aleph Family Ed)
Preschool Shabbat

Kids  Kehillah

(see page 7)
Fortgang, Galpert-Hess

(see page 5)

Mar 9 Thu 7:45 pm  9:15 pm Adult Education  Israeli Literature Class (see page 7)

Mar 11 Sat * 9:45 am
10 am  12 pm

Shabbat Service
Bet Family Education

Kellman, LaBrecque

Mar 12 Sun 7:45 pm Board Meeting

Mar 16 Thu 7:45 pm  9:15 pm Adult Education  Israeli Literature Class (see page 7)

Mar 17 Fri 6 pm Kitah Bet Shabbat Seder

Mar 18 Sat 9:45 am

10 am  12 pm

Shabbat Service
Dan Karp Bar Mitzvah
Aleph and Bet Classes

Meadow, Rattet

Mar 19 Sun 2 pm  4 pm Gan Family Education

Mar 20 Mon 7 pm  9 pm Purim Celebration
(see page 3)

Saltz-Fader, Sedacca-Ives,
Shapiro, Shatkin-Littman,

Shulak-Rome
Mar 25 Sat 9:45 am Shabbat Service Roberts, Krotick

Mar 30 Thu 7:45 pm  9:15 pm Adult Education  A Palace in Time (see page 7)

Mar 31 Fri 6 pm Kitah Alef Shabbat Seder

Come To The Third Annual Dorshei Tzedek Retreat!
By now all members should have gotten the initial e-mail/letter about the retreat happening the Shavuot weekend
of June 9. For those of you who haven t attended, this is the highlight of the year for many of us. It s about having
time to really connect with one another, worshipping together in a serene and inspiring space, experiencing nature,
being physically active, and having fun. We d like to especially encourage newer members and their significant oth-
ers to come. This is the quickest, most enjoyable way to feel a part of our community.
This year we ll build on our programming successes and incorporate your feedback to make this Berkshires week-
end even more special. To help us decide our pricing and staff needs, please let Judy Hersh know ASAP if you re
planning to attend (Judy s contact information is given below). Deposits won t be due until April. Whether you re defi-
nitely or tentatively coming, we need to hear from you now!
Help Plan the Retreat. Planning the retreat is a great way to get involved in our community organization. It offers an
opportunity for a time-limited commitment with a strong sense of accomplishment at the end. If you d like to help plan
the retreat please call or e-mail Judy Hersh at 617-332-2487, hershj@juno.com.

mailto:hershj@juno.com
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Date Time Event Setup/Cleanup and Notes

Apr 1 Sat 8:45 am
9:45 am

10 am  12 pm

Adult Education  Shabbat Morning Study
Shabbat Service

Leicher-O'Connell baby naming
Aleph and Bet Classes

(see page 7)
Simons, Slipowitz-Halbert

Apr 6 Thu 7:45 pm  9:15 pm Adult Education  A Palace in Time (see page 7)
Apr 7 Fri 6 pm  7 pm Family Shabbat Service Spiro-Schor, Brozan-Sugarman
Apr 8 Sat 9:45 am

10 am  12 pm
Chanting / Meditation Service

Aleph and Bet Classes
Tepper, Waber-Leonard

Apr 9 Sun 2 pm  4 pm Gan Family Education
Apr 9 Sun 10 am  12 pm Adult Education  Preparation for Pesach Walker Center (see page 7)
Apr 9 Sun 7:45 pm Board Meeting
Apr 13 Thu 7:45 pm  9:15 pm Adult Education  A Palace in Time (see page 7)
Apr 15 Sat 9:45 am Shabbat Service Wasserman-Hinden, Arnold
Apr 16 Sun Sunday s Bread (see page 7)
Apr 19 Wed First Seder, Passover
Apr 22 Sat * 9:45 am Shabbat Service Blitzman, Brandon
Apr 26 Wed 8:15 am 7th day Pesach Service (with Yizkor) Pollack, Port White
Apr 29 Sat 9:45 am

10 am  12 pm
Shabbat Service

Aleph and Bet Classes (including Bet Family Ed)
Brenner-Kajen, Cohen-Snyder

Apr 30 Sun 3 pm  5 pm Dalet / Hay Family Education

All events and services are held at the Unitarian Universalist Society, 1326 Washington St., West Newton,unless otherwise
noted. Check the signs when you arrive for the exact location. All K-1 through Grade 5 classes meet in the lower level
classrooms, except for special programs. An asterisk (*) denotes Rabbi Spitzer s weekend off.

Shabbat Setup and Cleanup
In order to share the responsibilities for routine tasks, members are assigned on a rotating basis to bring food and to help
with setup and cleanup of the Kiddush on Shabbat morning and other congregational events. If you are unable to attend
on your assigned date please find a substitute and alert Alan Shapiro. All families assigned should be present for both
setup and cleanup since there is lots to do including schlepping heavy boxes of books and tables. Detailed instructions are
in member packets. Please call Alan Shapiro for an updated version and for any other questions at 617-244-2499.

Apri l  Calendar
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Edited by Rabbi Michael Strassfeld and Rabbi Joy Levitt

New! A haggadah rooted in tradition yet accessible to contemporary Jews. This volume includes
exciting innovations such as:

Four-in-One  haggadah Customized seder outlines geared towards young
children; older children; interfaith groups; feminist themes.

 Suggested activities for children and families, including a play to perform.

Companion recording available - thirty songs in all!

Traditional texts combined with contemporary commentaries. Study guide
available.

Retire your old haggadot to the attic; this haggadah is a gift to Passover 2000 that may well last
through the ages. Letty Cottin Pogrebin

Author of Deborah, Golda, and Me: Being Female and Jewish in America

Prices:
Haggadah $14
Companion recording (30 tracks)     CD  $16;  Cassette $12
10 Haggadot with CD $136
10 Haggadot with cassette $132
JRF members receive 10% discount on above prices.

ORDER FORM

Send orders to: Reconstructionist Press, c/o Beit Devora, 7804 Montgomery Ave. Suite 9, Elkins Park, PA 19027
or fax (215) 782-8805 or e-mail press@jrf.org or call toll-free (877) JRF-PUBS (573-7827)

Send books to: Name ___________________________________________       Phone:  ______________________________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Check (made payable to JRF)
 VISA     Mastercard  (will be billed when books are shipped)

Card member name: ____________________________________________  Signature: _______________________________________

Card Number Expiration Date:  __ __ / __ __

Quantity Title Unit Price Discount Extended Price

Subtotal

S/H

Total

Include 10% of subtotal; $4 minimum for first book ($2 if ordering recording alone) each additional item, $0.50

mailto:press@jrf.org


Congregation Dorshei Tzedek
1326 Washington St.

West Newton, MA 02465

Community Notes
Free concert! Our Lady Help of Christians Parish extends an open invitation to a concert by the Newton Symphony
Orchestra on Saturday, March 25, at 7:30 pm. Our Lady s is located at 573 Washington Street, at the corner of Adams
Street.

Neighborly Newton Block Parties. Newton residents are invited to select one of these dates: June 10, 11, 17, 18, Sep-
tember 9, 10, 16 or 17 to hold a cookout, a street dance, a picnic or children s event on their block with help from the city.
Registered parties will receive organizational and entertainment ideas, fun accessories like street chalk and face paints,
access to free food like ice cream and coffee, a Neighborly Newton street banner and a Neighborly Newton tote bag for
use year after year. Photos will be taken at each party that will be displayed throughout the city and later preserved at
Jackson Homestead. For more info, call 617-552-7130.

Hold the  Date !
Dorshei  Tzedek

Spring
Members  Meet ing

Sunday May 7

At this meeting we will discuss the new dues structure and vote in a
Board of Directors please plan to be there!


