
Gratitude and Remembrance
Thank you to Rabbi Toba Spitzer, Melissa Colten, and Debby 
Gelber, (Jordana’s tutor) who have offered us guidance 
throughout the process. A heartfelt thank you to our families 
for their tremendous support in helping us to reach this day. 
Finally, it means so much to have each of you with us to 
celebrate this occasion.  We are grateful to those who are 
physically present and to the many others in our community 
and our family, near and far, who are watching via livestream.
 
At this important milestone, we are thinking of the many 
members of our families who are no longer with us. In 
particular, we remember Jordana’s saba, Rabbi Dan Kaplan, 
who would have been kvelling (bursting with pride), had he 
been able to be here.
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Honors continued

Hagba and Galilah

(Lifting and Wrapping 
the Torah)

Gary Alpert and Gavi Elkind

Closing of the Ark Ora Gladstone and Sharon Seltzer

Parents’ Blessing Susie and Jen

Priestly Blessing Rabbi Toba Spitzer

Blessing over Wine Susie Tanchel

Blessing over the 
Challah (Motzi)

Charlotte Kaplan, Blythe Liebgott 
and Mara Liebgott

 ירדנה רחל



Shabbat Shalom and Welcome
We are delighted to have you join us on this special occasion, as 
Jordana becomes a Bat Mitzvah.  Congregation Dorshei Tzedek 
(Seekers of Justice) is a Reconstructionist congregation dedicated 
to creating a caring and inclusive community. We are seekers of 
meaningful spirituality, of serious Jewish learning, and of social 
justice.

In order to honor the sanctity of Shabbat, please turn off all 
electronic devices.  Phones, smart watches, etc., may not be used 
during the service.  Photographs are not permitted during or after 
the service.

What is a Bat Mitzvah?
Bat mitzvah means “Daughter of the Commandment” and marks 
the transition between childhood and adulthood in Jewish life.  As 
a Bat Mitzvah, Jordana begins to take responsibility for her own 
moral decisions and values, and for complying with mitzvot, or 
commandments, of Jewish life.  To mark this milestone, she will 
lead much of the prayer service this morning and be called to 
the Torah for the first time.  Jordana will also wear a tallit (prayer 
shawl).

The Shabbat Service
The service is divided into three sections, Morning Blessings, 
(Psukay Dezimrah), Shacharit (central prayers) and the Torah 
service.

After the Torah is taken out of the ark, Jordana will carry the Torah 
throughout the congregation.  This symbolizes that the Torah 
belongs to the entire community.  There will be seven readings 
from the Torah with a special blessing said before and after each 
section of the Torah is read.  After Jordana chants her Torah 
portion, she will say the blessings and chant from the Haftorah 
(prophetic writings).  She will conclude with a D’var Torah, offering 
her reflections on the Torah portion.

At this time, candy will be passed around the congregation, to be 
gently thrown at Jordana.  At this moment of joy, we wish that all 
that is sweet in life rain down upon this new adult member of the 
Jewish community.

Honors
Opening the Ark  Laila Goodman and Alisa Berger

English Reading  Kathleen Graham and Diane Benner

Torah Aliyot (Blessings)

First Representatives from Congregation 
Dorshei Tzedek

Second Aunts, uncles and 
cousins

Mark, Helen, Samantha and 
Olivia Tanchel
Jon and Tori Kaplan
(other cousins rise at  
their seats)

Third Friends of Jordana’s 

Fourth
Representatives 
of the village who 
helped raise Jordana

Amy, Hila, Shira, Emily M, 
Marci, Emily B, Claudia,  
Leora and Laura

Fifth Grandparents
Irene and Miles Tanchel
Arleen Kulin
Barbara Kaplan

Sixth Parents Jen Kaplan and  Susie 
Tanchel

Seventh Bat mitzvah Jordana Kaplan-Tanchel


