
Tashlikh & Shofar – A Rosh Hashanah Ritual 
 
This year, we are combining two rituals—the sounding of the shofar and Tashlikh—into one 
ceremony, organized around themes of the Rosh Hashanah Musaf service:  Malchuyot, Zichronot, 
and Shofarot.  Each of these themes is traditionally accompanied by blasts of the shofar, and today 
we combine them as well with the “casting off” of obstacles to becoming the people we want to be, 
the people we already are, so that we can return to our essence. 
 




 
We are here, this Rosh Hashanah, poised 
somewhere between what we have been and 
what we wish to be. We are here at this 
season of teshuvah, of turning, of returning to 
the self we have covered up behind the roles 
and masks within which we have learned to 
protect ourselves. We are here in celebration 
and in search, in judgment and embrace, 
ready to confront ourselves and the world in 
which we find ourselves. We seek to open 
wide the windows behind which we have 
hidden, and to send forth hand and heart to 
learn where we have come, what we have 

become, and what we hope to be. (Richard N. 
Levy) 

 

 
 
 

i thank You God for most this amazing 
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of 
trees - and a blue true dream of sky; 
and for everything 
which is natural which is infinite 
which is yes 
 

(i who have died am alive again today, 
and this is the sun's birthday; this is 
the birth day of life and love and 
wings and of the gay great happening 
illimitably earth) 
 

how should tasting touching hearing 
seeing - breathing any-lifted from the 
no of all nothing-human merely being 
doubt unimaginable You? 
 

(now the ears of my ears awake and 
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)  
 (e. e. cummings)




 

The shofar—with its narrow end through which we blow and wide end from which sound 
emerges—symbolizes the process of spiritual liberation through divine inspiration.  (Seth D. Reimer) 
 


 

Min hametzar karati yah, anani bamerchav Yah  
 

(From the narrow place I called on Yah, and I was answered in expansiveness - Psalm 118:5) 

 


   

   Malchuyot - Sovereignties  מלכיות 

 
Malchuyot reminds us of what is truly “ultimate” in the universe, and in our lives.  It affirms our 
highest values and reminds us that we are not the center of the universe.  Malchuyot teaches us 
gratitude, humility, and awe. 
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Hail the hand that scattered space with stars, 
Wrapped whirling world in bright blue blanket, air, 
Made worlds within worlds, elements in earth, 
Souls within skins, every one a teeming universe, 
Every tree a system of semantics, and pushed 
Beyond probability to place consciousness 
On this cooling crust of burning rock. 
Oh praise that hand, mind, heart, soul, power or force 
That so inclosed, separated, limited planets, trees, humans 
Yet breaks all bounds and borders 
To lavish on us light, love, life 
This trembling glory.  (Ruth Brin) 

 

Blessings for hearing the Shofar: 
 

ֹוַע קֹול ׁשֹוָפר: נּו ִלְׁשמֵֽ נּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּוֵֽ ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשֵֽ ינּו ֶמֵֽ ֵֽ  ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱאֹלה 
 

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu lishmoa kol shofar. 
 

Blessed are You YHVH, making us holy through mitzvot, instructing us to hear the voice of the shofar. 
 

נּו ַלְּזַמן ַהֶּזה: נּו ְוִהִּגיָעֵֽ ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶׁשֶהֱחָיֵֽנּו ְוִקְּיָמֵֽ ינּו ֶמֵֽ ֵֽ  ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱאֹלה 
 

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam shehecheyanu v’kiyimanu v’higiyanu lazman ha-zeh. 
 

Blessed are You YHVH, for giving us life, sustaining us, and bringing us to this moment. 

 
Malchuyot Shofar calls: 
 

ְיָי   ְוַקָּים ָלַעד: ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה  נּו ְלָעְבְדָך ֶּבֱאֶמת ִּכי ַאָּתה ֱאֹלִהים ֱאֶמת ּוְדָבְרָך ֱאֶמת  ֵֽ ר ִלּב  ְוַטה 
ל ְויֹום ַהִּזָּכרֹון:    ׁש ִיְׂשָרא  ֶרץ ְמַקּד  ֶלְך ַעל ָּכל ָהָאֵֽ  ֶמֵֽ

 

Barukh atah Adonai melekh al kol ha’aretz m’kadesh Yisrael v’Yom HaZikaron 
 

Purify our hearts to serve That which is Godly in truth, for the Power of truth endures forever.  
Blessed are you, YHVH, the sovereign power over all the earth, who raises up to holiness the people 
Israel and the Day of Remembrance. 
 

 תקיעה ׁשברים תרועה תקיעה 
 

Tekiyah -  Shevarim Teruah  -  Tekiyah 
 

(blow this sequence once or three times) 
 

ל ָרם ְוִנָּׂשא  ינּו ֶיֱעַרב ְלָפֶניָך א  ֵֽ ֶׁשת ְׂשָפת   (2x)ֲאֶרֵֽ
נּו:   ֵֽ ִבין ּוַמֲאִזין ַמִּביט ּוַמְקִׁשיב ְלקֹול ְּתִקיָעת   מ 
נּו:   ֵֽ ֶדר ַמְלֻכיֹות  ֵֽ ל ְּבַרֲחִמים ּוְבָרצֹון ס   ּוְתַקּב 

 

Areshet sefateynu ye’erav lefanecha el ram venisa (2x) 
Meivin uma’azin mabit u’makshiv l’kol, l’kol tekiyatenu  
U’tekabel b’rachamim, b’rachamim uv’ratzon seder, seder malchuyoteynu. 
 
(May what our lips express be pleasing; may You who discern and listen and and harken to our 
shofar blast, may You receive with compassion and with favor our Malchuyot offering) 
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זכרונות     Zichronot - Remembrances 

Zichronot reminds us that we are seen, we are loved.  The Source of Compassion Itself remembers 
us.  We are invited to  open ourselves to the divine flow of compassion. 
 

We are part of God’s memory, because nothing precious is ever lost in the universe, 
and love is more precious than anything.  Love’s promise and love’s fulfillment are never lost. 
They always turn up.  They are our inheritance, if we remember.  (Sheila Peltz Weinberg) 
 

SpiritGod, we stand in need of your healing spirit. Touch our hearts, and in the place of greed 
that makes us gobble up everything for ourselves, replace it with compassion and generosity. 
(Ruby Sales) 

 
Zichronot Shofar calls: 
 

 Tekiyah -  Shevarim  -  Tekiyah    תקיעה ׁשברים תקיעה  
 

(blow this sequence once or three times) 
 

ל ָרם ְוִנָּׂשא ינּו ֶיֱעַרב ְלָפֶניָך א  ֵֽ ֶׁשת ְׂשָפת   (2x) ֲאֶרֵֽ
נּו:   ֵֽ ִבין ּוַמֲאִזין ַמִּביט ּוַמְקִׁשיב ְלקֹול ְּתִקיָעת   מ 
ינּו:   ֵֽ ֶדר ִזְכרֹונֹות  ֵֽ ל ְּבַרֲחִמים ּוְבָרצֹון ס   ּוְתַקּב 

Areshet sefateynu ye’erav lefanecha el ram venisa (2x) 
Meivin uma’azin mabit u’makshiv l’kol, l’kol tekiyatenu  
U’tekabel b’rachamim, b’rachamim uv’ratzon seder, seder zichronoteynu. 
 

(May what our lips express be pleasing; may You who discern and listen and and harken to our 
shofar blast, may You receive with compassion and with favor our Zichronot offering)  

 


Tashlikh 
 


Hashlikhu mey-alekhem et kol pishikhem, asher pishatem bam  

Va’asu lakhem lev chadash, v’ruach chadasha  

 
Cast away, cast away all that you’ve done wrong, and give yourself a brand new start 
Cast away, cast away all that you’ve done wrong, and get yourself a fresh new heart 
Toss away the light or dark, where you sense you missed the mark, begin the new year with a 
brighter day. (2x)        (interpretative translation by Bill Shorr) 

 
ָלתֹו ֶּפַׁשע ִלְׁשֵאִרית ַנח  -ֵאל ָּכמֹוָך ֹנֵׂשא ָעֹון ְוֹעֵבר ַעל-ִמי  

ָחֵפץ ֶחֶסד הּוא-ֶהֱחִזיק ָלַעד ַאּפֹו ִּכי-ֹלא  
ֹוֹנֵתינּו ְוַתְׁשִליְך ִּבְמֻצלֹות ָים ָּכל ֵמנּו ִיְכּבׁש ע  ַחֹּטאָתם-ָיׁשּוב ְיַרח   

 

 Who God is like You, who lifts up our faults, and overlooks our transgression; 
who does not hold on to anger forever, for You desire lovingkindess! 

Return and show us compassion, help us overcome our faults 
Throw to the depths of the sea everything that causes us to miss the mark 

 

(Ezekiel 18:31; Micah 7:18-19) 
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ןְוִיַּגל ַּכַּמִים ִמְׁשָּפט ּוְצָדָקָ֖ה ְּכַנַַ֥חל  ה' ַּכַּמִים ַלָּים ְמַכִּסים-ָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ ֵּדָעה ֶאת-ִּכי ֵאיָתָֽ  
 

V’yigal kamayim mishpat, u’tzdakah k’nachal eytan, 
ki mala ha’aretz deya et Adonai kamayim layam m’khasim 

 

And justice shall roll down like the waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream 
Earth shall be filled with knowledge of YHVH, like water fills the sea 

 

(Amos 5:24; Isaiah 11:9) 

 



Here I am again 

ready to let go of my mistakes. 
Help me to release myself 
from all the ways I've missed the mark. 
Help me to stop carrying 

the karmic baggage of my poor choices. 
As I cast this bread upon the waters 

lift my troubles off my shoulders. 
Help me to know that last year is over, 
washed away like crumbs in the current. 
Open my heart to blessing and gratitude. 
Renew my soul as the dew renews the grasses. 
And we say together:  Amen. 

 

Kavvanot/Intentions for “casting off” 
 

Here are some things to reflect on as you cast your beans or crumbs or small stones into the water: 
 

Malchuyot: What are the obstacles that keep me from realizing my highest values?  From being my 
best self?  What is ‘ruling me’ that gets in the way of turning onto my true path?  Cast off those 
attitudes, those behaviors, that get in the way of you being your best self! 
 
Zichronot:  This is an opportunity to remember a time you did something you regret, and let it go. 
Let go of the power of difficult memories. Remember your inherent goodness and enough-ness, and 
let go of anything that makes you forget that! 
 



Living Waters 
Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg 
 

Made of water, 
surrounded and sustained by water, 
on the Day of Change we walk to the water, 
the place of transformation. 
 

We gaze into the water 
at our shimmering reflection. 
 

Living waters, we say, 
May these waters melt 

our hatred and our terror 
dissolve our despair and our rage 
and cause our lies and our suffering to fade 
away. 
 

May these waters carry to the sea 
the hurts we cause each other. 
May these waters carry to the sea: 
Our tears 
The tears of our family, 
The tears of our neighbors, 
The tears of our enemies, 
The tears of all Israel. 
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Mornings at Blackwater 
Mary Oliver 
 

For years, every morning, I drank 
from Blackwater Pond. 
It was flavored with oak leaves and also, no 
doubt, 
the feet of ducks. 
 

And always it assuaged me 
from the dry bowl of the very far past. 
 

What I want to say is 
that the past is the past, 

and the present is what your life is, 
and you are capable 
of choosing what that will be, 
darling citizen. 
 

So come to the pond, 
or the river of your imagination, 
or the harbor of your longing, 
 

and put your lips to the world. 
And live your life. 

 
A Purification 
Wendell Berry 

 
At the start of spring I open a trench 
in the ground. I put into it 
the winter's accumulation of paper, 
pages I do not want to read 
again, useless words, fragments, 
errors. And I put into it 
the contents of the outhouse: 
light of the sun, growth of the ground, 
finished with one of their journeys. 
 
 

 
 
To the sky, to the wind, then, 
and to the faithful trees, I confess 
my sins: that I have not been happy 
enough, considering my good luck; 
have listened to too much noise; 
have been inattentive to wonders; 
have lusted after praise. 
 

And then upon the gathered refuse 
of mind and body, I close the trench, 
folding shut again the dark, 
the deathless earth. Beneath that seal 
the old escapes into the new. 





 
Hashivenu, hashivenu Adonai eleycha 

V'nashuvah, v'nashuvah - chadesh, chadesh yameinu k'kedem. 
 

Turn us to you, Adonai, and we will return; renew our days as in the beginning  (Lamentations 5:21) 



 

Shofarot -  שופרות 
 
The plural of “shofar” is the call to wake up!  Wake up to the beauty of creation, wake up to the need 
to put compassion into action, wake up to the tikkun, the repair, that each of us was born to do.  
Shofarot reminds us that we can make a difference.  
 

י ַיֲעֹקב:ִּתְק  אֹלה  ל הּוא ִמְׁשָּפט ל  נּו ִּכי ֹחק ְלִיְׂשָרא  ֵֽ ֶסה ְליֹום ַחּג  ֶדׁש ׁשֹוָפר ַּבֶּכֵֽ   עּו ַבֹחֵֽ
 

Tiku bachodesh shofar bakeseh l’yom chagenu ki chok l’Yisrael hu mishpat l’Elohei Yaakov! 
 

(Sound a tekiah on the shofar for the New Moon, for the full moon, for our  holiday!  For it is Israel’s 
law, a statute of the God of Jacob - Psalm 81:4-5) 
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Wake up!  Wake up! 

Have I been kind to others?  Have I been kind to myself? 
Have I acted courageously to pursue my dreams? Have I lived my values? 

 
Tekiah!  (shofar blast) 

 
Have I learned new things and grown? 

Have I helped to make the world a better place?  More just?  More safe? 
 

Truah!  (shofar blast) 
 

What can I DO today to RETURN TOWARD being my best me? 
Now is the time to find peace with what is AND inspiration and courage for what can be! 

NOW, NOW, NOW is the time to take action!  (Roy Edelstein) 

 
Tekiah gedolah!  (shofar blaaaaaaaast!) 

 
ַעָּתה ְוַעד עֹוָלם, ַהְללּוָיּה  ְך ָיּה מ   ַוֲאַנְֵֽחנּו ְנָבר 

 

Va’anachnu nevarech Yah me’atah ve’ad olam- Halleluyah! 
 

(And we bless the Source of Life, now and forever – Halleluyah!) 
 


 

 
1) Achat Shaalti (Psalm 27:4) 
 

ַעם־ְיְָ֝י ּוְלַבֵּקַ֥ר  זַֹ֥ות ְּבֹנָֽ ח  ית־ְיְָ֭י ָּכל־ְיֵמַ֣י ַחַּיַ֑י ַלָֽ ַבֵַּ֫קַׁ֥ש ִׁשְבִּתַ֣י ְּבֵבָֽ ֵאת־ְיָיָ֘ אֹוָתָּ֢ה א  ֹו  ַאַחַ֤ת ׀ ָׁשַאְַ֣לִּתי ֵמָֽ  ְּבֵהיָכלָֽ


Achat sha-alti me-eit Adonai otah avakesh; Shiv-tee be-veit Adonai kol ye-mei cha-yai; La-chazot be-
no-am, be-no-am Adonai u-le-va-ker be-hay-cha-lo. 
 

(One thing I ask for, only this do I seek; to dwell in Your house all the days of my life, to behold Your 
beauty and to frequent Your place of holiness) 
 
2)  Lo Yisa Goy (Isaiah 2:4) 

ה:  א־ִיְלְמדּו עֹוד ִמְלָחָמָֽ א־ִיָּׂשָ֨א גֹוי ֶאל־ּגֹוי ֶחֶרב ְוֹלָֽ  ֹלָֽ
 

Lo yisa goy el goy cherev lo yilmedu od milchama   
 

And everyone ‘neath their vine and fig tree will live in peace and unafraid (2x) 
And into plowshares beat their swords, nations will learn war no more (2x)  
 

Gonna lay down my sword and shield (clap clap) down by the riverside 
Ain’t gonna study war no more     Lo yisa goy el goy cherev… 

 
3)  Od Yavo Shalom (Moshe Ben Ari) 
 

                        Od yavo shalom aleynu (3x) v’al kulam } 2xועל כולם [ 3x] עוד יבוא שלום עלינו
   Salaam, aleynu v’al kol ha’olam, salaam, salaam } 2x   סלאם עלינו ועל כל העולם  סלאם                

 

(Peace will still come for us, and for everyone; peace upon us and upon the whole world) 


