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Around Woodstock
Letter From the Editor

As I look back on this year, I realize just how much I’ve 
learned during 2020. Now I’m ready to start the new year 
unlike any before! By the time our lockdown ended, I’m 
guessing I had earned the equivalent of a few new degrees 
and certifications. I’m quite sure that my previously  
non-creative self can take a run-down home and flip it in 
30 days, decorate it to heretofore unattainable standards, 
and sell it for at least $100,000 more than I paid for it. 
Thanks, HGTV.

I am equipped to run for vice president of the United 
States — just sorry I missed the recent elections. Actress 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus has taught me what to do and, more 
importantly, what not to do in that very important office. 
Thanks, Amazon Prime.

Gold fever is real, folks. “Gold Rush” star Parker 
Schnabel moved his operations to Australia because he’d 
mined the heck out of the other properties he leased or 
owned. This season, he’s back in the Yukon, apparently 
raking in record amounts. At this point, I believe I could fix 
a sluice, drive a front-end loader and weigh a bucket full of 
gold with the best of them. Thanks, Discovery Channel.

It’s easy to see the downsides of a year like we’ve had, 
but I want to encourage everyone to look at the positives. 
This holiday season is the perfect time to remember 
what’s really important: our family and friends. In this 
issue, we have some ideas for you, whether it’s making 
delicious latkes and other delicacies (Page 22), or reaching 
out to others with offers of help (Page 36), or acts of 
kindness (Page 32).

One of Santa’s most famous elves, Tim Cavender, lives 
right here in Cherokee County and has a role in the 
movie “Charlie’s Christmas Wish.” Read more on Page 
40. The movie is available on DVD at major retailers and 
on demand. Along with Santa Tim, who is a member of 
the International Santa Claus Hall of Fame, you’ll see 
familiar scenes from around the county and a few local 
firefighters doing what they do best in the film. 

As you begin (in my case) or wrap up (probably 
everyone else) your Christmas shopping, take advantage 
of our Shop Local map to guide you in supporting our 
small, local businesses this holiday season. Our local 
entrepreneurs and business owners have taken a beating 
this year; let’s help them finish 2020 on a strong note!

Praying each of you has a blessed and safe holiday 
season!

Cherokee Chamber Ribbon Cutting

Candi Hannigan is the executive editor  
of Aroundabout Local Media. She has  
lived in Cherokee County since 1987.  
Send your comments or questions to  
Candi@AroundaboutMagazines.com.

Casa Lobo Mexican Restaurant
10009 Highway 92, Woodstock

678-494-6069. www.casalobomexicanrestaurant.com.

IN WDSTK Groundbreaking

 Culver’s of Woodstock
11799 Highway 92, Woodstock

What’s New
Brandon King, owner of The Stout Brothers, is opening The 

Woodstock Beer Market, hopefully in February, at 240 Chambers 
St. The market will feature beer and wine, and a small grocery store 
with locally sourced produce, eggs, milk, meats and cheeses, premade 
sandwiches and salads. Paper products and other provisions also will  
be available. www.stoutbrothers.com. 

Made Mercantile is a new maker co-workspace and retail shop 
that has opened at 8636 Main St. Member makers include Beau Paper 
Co., the Woodstock Flower Co., Dirty Beauty skin care, Punk and Pea 
jewelry, Blue Elixir Press, Garden and Goods custom furnishings, and 
Little Woven Home Co. embroidered gifts. See page 10. 

Alkaline Suites and Dry Bar offers haircuts, color, extensions, 
blowouts and lash extensions. Located at 174 Towne Lake Parkway, 
Woodstock. 470-507-2444. On Instagram.

Express Pack N Ship, at 6234 Old Highway 5, Woodstock, is 
under new ownership and offers banners, business cards, yard signs, 
fliers and brochures, shipping, document shredding and notary services. 
www.expresspacknships.com.

Kudos!
Misti Martin, president of the Cherokee Office of Economic 

Development, was named the 2020 recipient of the Rip Wiley Award 
for Professional Excellence by the Georgia Economic Developers 
Association (GEDA). Martin is being recognized for her professionalism, 
integrity, leadership, commitment and contributions to the profession. 
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gatrialattorney.com

833-LEGALGA

Skilled attorneys who are
dedicated to helping injury
victims maximize their
recovery.

Chase Elleby

Joel Williams

Your Woodstock Car Accident Claim Deserves Us
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Results With Us
“We have developed a wonderful working relationship 

with Aroundabout Local Media. We appreciate 
their attention to detail and creative approach to the 

advertising and marketing needs of our office to the local 
Woodstock community ..." — Dr. Bruce Fink

 Around Woodstock, a publication of Aroundabout Local Media, 
Inc., is a monthly community magazine. The magazine’s mission 
is helping local businesses grow and prosper by offering affordable 
advertising opportunities in a quality publication that provides 
positive, relevant information to our readers. It distributes a total of 
16,500 free copies. Approximately 15,700 are direct mailed to homes 
and businesses and an additional 800 are placed in racks around the 
community. See page 56 for a distribution map. Around Woodstock 
also has many digital viewers of the magazine online each month.
 Around Woodstock welcomes your comments, stories, and 
advertisements. The deadline is the 10th of the previous month.
 Subscriptions are available for $24 per year. Send check or money 
order to the address below.
 The viewpoints of the advertisers, columnists and submissions are 
not necessarily those of the editor/publisher and the publisher makes 
no claims as to the validity of any charitable organizations mentioned. 
Around Woodstock is not responsible for errors or omissions. No part 
of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without written permission from the publisher.  
All rights reserved. © Copyright 2020

Around Woodstock
1025 Rose Creek Drive, PMB 380, Suite 620, 
Woodstock, GA  30189

Volume 8, Issue 2

America’s Community Magazine
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ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE FREE!  
Email: Edit@AroundaboutMagazines.com 
January deadline is Dec. 10. Please specify Around Woodstock.Celebrations!

Max 
Age 18 on Dec. 9.

Brooke 
Age 21 on Dec. 21.

Happy 18th and 21st birthdays to our two favorite 
Sagittarians! Love you to the moon and back!

Mom, Dad and Devin.

Emerson
Dec. 13

Happy 1st birthday!
Mommy and Daddy  

love you so much!

Olivia Lan Luft
Dec. 28

Happy first birthday  
to our Olivia.  

We love you very much. 
Love always, Mom and Dad.

Emilee
Dec. 30

Happy 14th birthday! We love you BIG!
Dad, Mom and Landon.

Congratulations!
Woodstock residents  

Quandeel Whitmore and Alvina Uribe  
(known to friends and family as Q & A)  

were married Nov. 14.

Kristyn
Happy 6th birthday, Kristyn! 

Mommy and Daddy  
love you so much!

Grace
 Nov. 24

We love you, Grace! 
Happy 5th birthday from  

Mommy, Daddy and Parker!



Judith McKernan, BSN, RN
   37+ years of nursing experience
   20+ years of industry expertise

   Masters level training in Botox® and fillers

A NEW YOU CLINIC . COM
Between I-575 & Main Street toward Downtown Woodstock
145 TOWNE LAKE PARKWAY

678-739-0040

to keep you safe
ABOVE & BEYOND
COVID-19 COMPLIANT

Visit our Website for  
all December Specials.

GIFT CARD GIFT CARD 
DISCOUNTSDISCOUNTS

NEW YEAR’S NEW YEAR’S 
FACIALSFACIALS&

December
Specials
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Local News

Preparing for 2020 Wreaths  
Across America

Donations are being accepted to purchase wreaths for graves 
at the Georgia National Cemetery. The wreaths will be placed on 
Dec. 19. It’s part of a national effort to recognize those who have 
fought bravely in serving America. 

More than 20,000 military men and women are buried 
in Georgia’s National Cemetery on a hilltop near Canton. 
Approximately 500 volunteers from the Boy Scouts of America, 
churches, community organizations and families lay wreaths on 
the gravesites prior to the annual memorial service. 

Donations are tax-deductible, with a receipt provided by the 
Georgia National Cemetery Advisory Council upon request. 
Checks should be made payable to Georgia National Cemetery 
Advisory Council and mailed to GNCAC, P.O. Box 5476, 
Canton, GA 30114-9998. For more information, contact Tom 
Wilder, U.S. Navy Vietnam Veteran and Cemetery Council 
member, at 770-973-1422, or tom@wilder-realty.com.

Car Donations Extended  
to Single Mom Veterans

Cherokee County Homeless Veterans Program (CCHVP) 
and Canton American Legion Post 45 are partnering with 
the AutoGift organization to expand their veteran vehicle 
donation program to include single mothers who are veterans 
and have young children.  This partnership extends the 
portion of CCHVP that helps veterans who don't have access 
to public transportation. Since its inception in 2018, more 
than 20 vehicles have been given to veterans.

AutoGift works to help single mothers in need, who 
typically are victims of homelessness, domestic violence, 
PTSD, in recovery, or have children with medical needs. 
The program’s expansion will address a growing segment of 
the veteran population, and provides another way to help 
Cherokee County’s veterans, according to Jim Lindenmayer, 
CCHVP director. Get more information at www.autogift.org, 
or email Lindenmayer at jlindenmayer80@gmail.com.

Makerspace Opens on Main Street
The Woodstock Downtown Development Authority 

(DDA) has opened a new, retail-maker co-workspace 
and retail shop at 8636 Main St. in Woodstock. Made 
Mercantile is a 4,000-square-foot space that includes a 
retail store and production space, and is associated with 
an economic development program that offers a place for 
businesses to develop concepts, test and grow products to 
scale to market.

“We have found throughout our business community 
that the small-scale retail makers are seeking a community 
collaboration space similar to professional co-workspaces 
you see in the community today,” DDA Executive Director 
Brian Stockton said. “We believe this new program and 
space will be synergistic with the space at The Circuit and 
the upcoming artist spaces that will be available at the 
Reeves House. This will be a space where the shoppers will 
have the ability to shop, meet and interact with the people 
who are designing and making the products being sold.”

Seven companies are in residence, and four spaces are 
available. Memberships range from $400 per month to 
$750 per month. Current members are Beau Paper Co., 
The Woodstock Flower Company, Dirty Beauty Skincare, 
Punk and Pea jewelry, Blue Elixir Press, Garden and 
Goods custom furnishings, and Little Woven Home Co. 
embroidered gifts. At press time, shop hours were 11 
a.m.-7 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays, but holiday hours may be 
announced for this month. Shoppers can ask for a tour of 
the artisans’ workspaces.

For more information, visit www.mademercantile.com.

Current member makers include, from left: Marc Barbier and Anna Barbier of 
The Woodstock Flower Company; Allie Millington and Sara Singleton of Little 
Woven Home Co.; Madison Beaulieu of Beau Paper Co.; Dustin Beaulieu of 
Blue Elixir Press; Theresa Schmidt of Punk and Pea, and Samantha Dickey of 
Dirty Beauty Skincare. 

A look at the retail portion of Made Mercantile. 
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A Chance to Dispose of Electronics
The Cherokee County Recycling Center, in partnership 

with Premier Surplus Inc., is holding an electronics recycling 
event 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Dec. 5 at the County Administration 
Building, 1130 Bluffs Parkway, Canton.

Items accepted at no charge include personal computers, 
laptops, modems, floppy/disk drives, printers, UPS batteries, 
CD-ROMS, fax machines, cell phones, circuit boards, 
copiers, phones, PC power supplies, stereos/VCR/CD 
players, scanners, keyboards, typewriters, toner cartridges, 
computer mice, text equipment, wire/cabling, PC monitors 
and networking equipment. Televisions are accepted for a 
$20 fee. CRT monitors are $5 each, and large projection 
TVs are $40.

Wooden cabinet TV sets, gas-powered equipment, tires, 
household/alkaline batteries, household trash and appliances 
will not be accepted.

This is a drive-through event. People should remain in 
their car, and volunteers will take all equipment from the 
vehicle. Please remove any equipment from boxes and cables 
from each device. All cables may be placed in a bag for drop-
off that day. For more information, call the recycling center 
at 770-516-4195, or Premier Surplus at 706-525-3050.

Senior Centers Have Reopened
The Senior Center in Canton has reopened on a limited 

basis; hours are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. Lunch delivery will continue on 
Thursdays, even though the center is closed. A limit of 15 
clients will be allowed each day, set up by a schedule based 
on mode of transportation and home location. 

The Ball Ground Senior Center also reopened, with up 
to 10 seniors allowed each day. Hours are 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, with lunch provided. Each senior 
should have their own bag of supplies for daily activities. 

Clients will have their temperatures checked each day, 
and staff and clients who feel sick will not be allowed to 
enter. Clients who take CATS transportation will have their 
temperature checked before boarding the bus. Each center 
will have a separate entrance and exit, and dining room 
seating will be structured so that clients keep the same seat 
throughout the day and no more than two clients will sit at 
one table. Staff will service coffee, juice, snacks and water, and 
at lunch, food will be taken to the clients. 

The Silver Roamers group has been meeting for lunch 
throughout the summer and met as a group for an outside 
cookout in October. They recently had their first official day 
trip in October, following all safety protocols, practicing safe 
distancing, and wearing masks. 

The Cherokee County Board of Commissioners recently 
approved a resolution requiring masks to be worn by all senior 
center attendees and staff. For information, call 770-345-2675.

Local News

County Commissioner Benny Carter stands outside the Bethesda  
Mobile Unit.

Bethesda Clinic Mobile Unit  
Hits the Road

Bethesda Community Clinic (BCC) has launched a 
mobile testing unit to assist with COVID-19 testing in 
Cherokee County, thanks to a $175,000 grant provided by 
Cherokee County commissioners through the CARES Act. 

Federal guidelines state that funding received from 
the CARES Act specifically must be used to prevent, 
prepare for and respond to COVID-19. BCC showcased 
its new mobile testing unit before a recent work session 
of county commissioners. 

The BCC is a nonprofit organization, headquartered 
in Canton, that provides quality, affordable health care 
services to the uninsured and under-insured citizens of 
Cherokee County. Currently, an estimated 30,000 adults 
and 2,500 children are uninsured in Cherokee.  

In addition to COVID-19 testing, the mobile unit 
also will provide services for routine physicals, health 
screenings, health education, women’s exams and chronic 
care. BCC is working with the Cherokee County 
School District, and local churches and food pantries, 
to make the mobile testing unit available at local events. 
For more information, call 678-880-9654, or visit 
bcccherokee.com. 
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Woodstock Officials Award  
Relief Grants

At the Nov. 9 Woodstock City Council meeting, Mayor 
Donnie Henriques presented grants to local food pantries 
and the Cherokee County School District to help residents 
of the city who’ve been affected by the pandemic. 

The 2020 Food Pantry Grant is offered through money 
Woodstock received through the CARES Act. Local 
nonprofits operating a food pantry that serves Woodstock 
residents were eligible to apply.
The grants, ranging from $2,500 to $10,000, were given to: 

•  Bascomb Mission Thrift, 9550 Main St.
•  Encompass Ministries, 6551 Commerce Parkway
•  MUST Ministries, 111 Brown Industrial Parkway
•  Never Alone, 291 Arnold Mill Road
•  Timothy Lutheran Church, 556 Arnold Mill Road
•  Woodstock First Baptist Church, 11905 Highway 92
The Cherokee County School District received a $90,000 

grant to purchase an additional 231 mobile Wi-Fi hotspot 
devices for digital learning students at Arnold Mill, Carmel, 
Johnston, Little River and Woodstock elementary schools, 
Mill Creek and Woodstock middle schools, and River Ridge 
and Woodstock high schools.

“We’re so grateful for the city of Woodstock for 
its longtime partnership, most recently demonstrated 
by this generous gift to benefit our students,” CCSD 
Superintendent Brian Hightower said. “These devices are 
a much appreciated supplement to our current supply of 
mobile wifi devices and will allow even more of our digital 
learning students to access reliable internet service at no 
cost to their families. The digital divide is real, and we are 
thankful for the city’s efforts to help us narrow that gap.”  

Brian Hightower and Woodstock Elementary School Principal Ann Jordan 
accept the check from Coty Thigpen and Mayor Donnie Henriques. 

http://www.thetomlinsonteam.com
http://www.mainstreetnailstudio.com/
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To celebrate the check presentation, the operators or their representatives delivered breakfast 
to the 255 faculty and staff members at Cherokee High School. In charge of delivery were, from 
left: Scott Hall, Stefanie Gibbons, Kevin Williams and Ron Hammond.  

Virtual Fundraiser Still a Success
The annual fundraiser, the Chick-fil-A Moo’ve It 5K Road Race, typically 

draws 1,500 participants for each event. This year, the format was virtual, but the 
proceeds were still substantial: $33,222. 

Operators of all Cherokee County Chick-fil-A restaurants came together to 
make the event a success, raising money for the Cherokee County Educational 
Foundation and Cherokee County Special Olympics. 

Participants picked up their registration packets a week ahead of the Aug. 15 
event, ran their own races, and shared their times, photos and videos on a platform 
where they could be celebrated. A video production was created and shared on 
Aug. 15; the link to the video is https://bit.ly/3eDsuM9. 

Coraline and her on-set family became the faces 
for Stein Mart’s Christmas campaign last year. 

Woodstock 6-Year-Old  
a Rising Star 

At age 6, Coraline Jones has gotten a solid start on her 
acting and modeling career. It all began with a casting 
call on Facebook with an Atlanta talent agency, which 
was looking for girls ages 3-5 with red hair to cast for 
an animal feed commercial. The doors have opened with 
opportunities since that audition.

In December 2019, Coraline was selected to go to 
Nashville to film with country star, Brantley Gilbert. 
The job was for Spotify, and the format was similar 
to “Kids Say the Darndest Things.” It’s safe to say 
Coraline stole the show, according to her mom Bethany. 
“If you love country music or need a good laugh, you 
can find this post on Spotify’s Instagram feed posted 
December 20, 2019.”

Coraline, along with her on-set family, became the 
face of Stein Mart’s 2019 National Christmas campaign. 
Across the U.S., Stein Mart store windows featured 
oversized versions of the festive family photo.

Her biggest break came when she was cast in March 
2020 as Carrie Holden for “Dead Silent,” season 4. The 
episode aired Nov. 24 on Hulu.

When asked what she likes most about acting, Coraline 
said, “I like how I can see myself on TV, and it is so much 
fun. I really would like to do it again sometime.”
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Kasey Whitworth, Ms. 
Wheelchair Georgia 2020, has 
been busy with her platform, 
called Laws and Paws. The 
Woodstock resident is educating 
others about the importance of 
laws that protect handlers and 
service animals. 

Ms. Wheelchair Georgia and 
Ms. Wheelchair America focus on 
recognizing the advocacy efforts, 
abilities and accomplishments 
of women who use wheelchairs, 
rather than judging beauty. As our 
state’s representative, Kasey has 
been busy visiting advocacy groups 
and making public appearances, 
where she discusses awareness, 
acceptance and understanding of 
disabilities. 

Kasey uses a wheelchair for 
mobility because she has a 
neurological condition and a 
spinal cord injury. However, she 
remains active, living life to the 
fullest and shining a positive light on disabilities through advocacy and education. 

In August 2021, Kasey will represent Georgia in the Ms. Wheelchair America 2021 
national competition in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Aug. 9-15. Kasey is available for interviews 
or appearances; contact her at 870-883-1616 or email mswheelchairga2020@gmail.com. 

Kasey with Mara Jade, who is an epilepsy alert service dog.

Advocacy Important to Ms. Wheelchair GA 

Congratulations to Rachelle 
Ricks for publishing her first 
book, which she sees as a way of 
delivering humor and offering a 
temporary escape during these 
troubling times. “The Art of 
Deception and Rembrandt” 
is a book for adults; she 
describes it as being filled with 
entertainment and laugh-out-
loud moments for the reader.   

“Last year, I attended a 
writer’s group that met at the 
Woodstock Public Library. One 
day, I wrote a ridiculous poem, 
and when I read it out loud, 
my fellow community members 
burst out laughing,” Ricks said. 
“I could feel the positive energy 
and connection it generated 
among us.” 

It was at that moment, she 
said, that she decided to write 
a book. Someone told her it 
was too bad that her book came 
out during the pandemic. She 
disagreed. “It was perfect timing 
and desperately needed.” 

Ricks has been a Woodstock 
resident for 15 years and is 
happily married to her husband, 
affectionately nicknamed 
Wuppy, along with their dog, 
Buddy, and cat, Bella. 

Rachelle Ricks with her debut novel. 
Photo courtesy of Ana Raquel. 

Timing is Perfect  
for Sharing Humor



Happy Holidays!
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Our Mission Statement:  
Help local businesses grow and 
prosper by offering affordable 
advertising opportunities in 
a quality publication that 
provides positive, relevant 
information to our readers.

At Aroundabout Local 
Media, our mission statement 
is more than just words. It's 
how we do business and how 
we do life.

To fulfill this mission and 
help local businesses have 
a successful holiday season, 
we created this convenient 
Shop Local guide. On the 
following pages, you will 
find a map of downtown 
Woodstock, provided by 
the Woodstock Economic 
Development office. The 
businesses highlighted 
fall under the following 
categories: restaurants, retail 
shops, health/beauty and 
attractions.  

We hope you will Shop 
Local and support our 
community businesses. Have 
a blessed holiday season!

SHOPLocal!
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SHOP

Downtown Woodstock
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Downtown Woodstock
Holiday Sip + Shop  
5-9 p.m. Dec. 10
Tickets available at 
visitwoodstockga.com.
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Rabbi Dan Dorsch serves Congregation Etz Chaim in Marietta. He is a 
graduate of the Jewish Theological Seminary, and holds a master’s degree 
in synagogue education.

BY RABBI DANIEL DORSCH

Minor Holiday  
Attains Major Status

the holiday is celebrated widely, 
traditional Jewish restrictions that 
take place on holidays like Rosh 
Hashanah or Passover (cessation 
from labor, large festival meals, 
etc.), do not apply to Hanukkah.  

 Further contributing to its 
minor status is that our rabbis 
grew troubled that the holiday 
overemphasized the Maccabees’ 
military prowess at the expense of 
God’s role in the story. It largely 
was out of these concerns that our 

Hanukkah, which is a holiday 
that can be spelled any number of 
ways (none of them more correct 
than any other), means “dedicated 
on 25th” day of the Hebrew month 
of Kislev. It commemorates the 
Hasmoneans, also called the 
Maccabees, and their successful 
war for religious freedom, in which 
they succeeded in banishing the 
Greeks from their occupation of 
Jerusalem and its Holy Temple. 

 Many ritually observant Jews 
deem Hanukkah to be a minor 
holiday. This is not due to its lack 
of adherents, but because the story 
of Hanukkah occurred too late 
chronologically to make it into the 
Hebrew Bible. As a result, while 

sages in the Talmud fabricated the 
now popular story about the miracle 
of the oil lasting for eight days and 
nights. Given its widespread use 
today, it’s safe to argue that they 
succeeded in adding an important 
spiritual dimension to the holiday.  

 Ironically, for its emphasis on 
our freedom to practice as Jews, 
Hanukkah’s traditional timing 
opposite Christmas in December 
sometimes can create a great deal 
of ambivalence for Jewish families 
about how best to observe the 
holiday. 

Like all American holidays, 
Hanukkah now has grown very 
commercial. Walking through stores 
and seeing a Hanukkah display 
opposite the Christmas one is 
terrific, in that my own children 
feel validated in their religious 
practice. However, it also begs the 
question: To what extent, have we 
allowed a holiday that celebrates the 
uniqueness of Judaism to become 
like everything else? 

American Jewish families observe 
Hanukkah with traditional Jewish 
rituals, like lighting candles and 
playing dreidel (a spinning top). 
However, they also may choose 
to give their children presents on 
Hanukkah or seasonally decorate 
their homes. The Elf on the Shelf 
has made room for the wildly 
adorable Mensch on the Bench. I’ve 
heard of some families going so far 
to put up a “Hanukkah bush.”  

 Hanukkah may be a minor 
holiday for ritually observant Jews, 
but there is little question that, 
given its popularity in our country, 
it has attained a major status. For 
Americans, its powerful theme of 
celebrating religious freedom and 
observance is one that continues to 
resonate with all of us. The question 
that none of us may yet answer is 
what that observance will look like 
generations into the future.
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w w w . s u s t o s t a c o b a r . c o m
Restaurant: 678 400 8131  ·  Catering: 678 400 8160
6242 Old Highway 5 Suite A1 Woodstock GA 30188

$5 OFFAny purchase of
$25.00 or more

Dine in only at Susto’s Taco Bar. May not combine offers.
Must present coupon. Limit one per visit per table. Expires 01/31/21

· TAKE OUT · DINE IN · CATERING
Large outdoor patio! Plus safe bar & Dining area

http://www.golfcarsofcanton.com
http://www.theneighborhoodnestga.com
http://www.sustostacobar.com
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Karen is pictured here (far right) 
with her siblings Jeff, Merryl 
and Larry circa 1956. In the 
background is the Star of David 
built by her dad.

Hanukkah, Hanakah, 
Chanukah — however you spell 
it, it's a wonderful holiday, full of 
history, traditions, celebrations 
and memories. 

The basic story is that 
Hanukkah celebrates the Jewish 
people's victory over the Syrian-
Greek superpower in the second 
century BCE, during the time of 
the Second Holy Temple. It also 
celebrates the miracle of a small 
amount of oil that lasted eight 
days after the Jews went to clean 
the Holy Temple, and there was 
only enough oil to light the holy 
menorah for one day.  

It also is known as the Festival 
of Lights. It is observed for eight 
days, starting on the 25th day of 
Kislev, according to the Hebrew 
calendar. In 2020, Hanukkah 
begins the evening of Dec. 10 
and ends Dec. 18. On each of 
these eight evenings, we light 
a menorah to commemorate 
the miraculous Jewish victory 
2,000 years ago. Some common 

Hanukkah  
Evokes Memories of Childhood

BY KAREN NEEDLE
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The Needle family enjoys 
celebrating Hanukkah each 
year with food, traditions 
and time together.

practices are singing holiday songs, 
eating oily foods, and playing 
dreidel.

This holiday always evokes 
wonderful memories from my 
childhood. We decorated the 
house with the Star of David and 
dreidels, and made lots of latkes, 
or potato pancakes, sugar cookies 
in Hanukkah shapes, and many 
other traditional foods. We waited 
in anticipation of lighting our 
menorah, and, if we were lucky, 
opening a gift each night. We would 
play the dreidel game, sing songs, 
and retell the story of the miracle of 
Hanukkah. We had a huge blue star 
in our window, built by my father, 
and we set out our menorah, to let 
everyone know how proud we were 
of our heritage. 

We raised our three sons with 
these same traditions, making 
sure they knew the importance of 
celebrating them and carrying them 
on. Today, my husband and I are 
blessed with 10 grandchildren, to 
whom we also make sure to pass on 
the importance of this holiday, to 
be proud to be Jewish, and to carry 
these traditions forward to their 
own families someday.  

The kids come over before the 
holiday to bake Hanukkah cookies 
in the shapes of stars, dreidels, 
menorahs, candles and even a 
Maccabee, reminiscent of the brave 
soldiers who defeated their evil 
foes. We typically eat a huge meal 
of latkes, sometimes brisket, other 
times bagels and lox, and plenty 
of dessert. And, of course, just like 
when I was little, the favorite part 
of the night is lighting the menorah, 
and opening gifts. The biggest gift 
of the holiday is being together! 

Traditional  
Hanukkah

Karen shared with us some of her family’s favorite Hanukkah dishes 
and treats. Whether you celebrate Hanukkah or not, we hope you enjoy 
these delicious recipes.

Happy Hanukkah!

Recipes
Sufganiyot (Israeli Doughnuts)
•  1 packet dry active yeast (2¼ teaspoons)
•  1 cup warm water
•  3 tablespoons sugar
•  1 tablespoon brandy or cognac or vanilla
•  Zest of 1 lemon
•  1½ tablespoons oil (will need additional oil for frying)
•  1 egg
•  3 cups all-purpose flour
•  ½ teaspoon salt
•  2 cups strawberry jelly

In a gallon-sized plastic bag, add the yeast, warm water, sugar, brandy, 
lemon zest, oil, egg, flour and salt. Close bag and mix ingredients well. 
Place bag in a bowl of very warm water for 1 hour. Remove dough from 
bag onto a floured surface. The dough should be sticky, which makes great 
sufganiyot! Roll out the dough to ½-inch thickness. Make sure both sides 
of the dough are floured, so it doesn’t stick to the surface. With a cookie 
cutter or drinking glass, cut 2-inch circles out of the dough. When you are 
left with scraps of dough, roll it out again and cut more circles. Cover with a 
towel for 30 minutes. Fill a pan with 2 inches of oil. Heat oil to 350 degrees. 
Depending on your stove, the correct temperature will be around medium. 
You will know if it’s correct when you add the sufganiyot. The oil should 
bubble around the sufganiyot, but not a ton of bubbles. Fry the doughnuts 
for about 1 minute on each side. Remove and place on a cooling rack or 
plate, with paper towels. With a squeeze tube or piping bag, add your 
favorite jelly or jam to the doughnuts. Just make sure the jelly/jam isn’t too 
chunky to squeeze through whatever you’re using.
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Challah
•  5 packages of dried yeast (or 3¾ tablespoons)
•  4 cups of lukewarm water
•  1 tablespoon sugar
•  5-pound bag of flour minus 2 cups (about 14 cups)
•  2 cups white sugar
•  1½ tablespoons salt
•  4 eggs, save 1 for egg wash
•  1½ cups corn
•  Sesame seeds, poppy seeds, or honey for topping

In a large bowl, dissolve yeast and 1 tablespoon 
sugar in 4 cups of lukewarm water. Set aside. Wait 
several minutes until bubbles appear. Mix dry 
ingredients in a separate bowl — flour, sugar and salt. 
Make a well in the center of the dry ingredients and 
add three eggs, oil (I mix the eggs and oil together 
and beat a little), and yeast mixture. Mix with spoon 
until well blended. Knead mixture by hand until it has 
a stiff, but smooth, consistency, about 10 minutes. Add 
a little more flour if it gets sticky. Knead in bowl, on 
counter or in hands.

Make dough into a ball and rub some oil on both 
sides. Set in a large bowl. Make sure the bowl is big 
enough for the dough to double in size. Cover dough 
with plastic wrap and place bowl in a warm spot to 
rise. Allow dough to rise until it has doubled, about 
1½ to 2 hours. Determine what shape you want to 
make, and separate the dough accordingly. Shape into 
loaves (braided, round, etc.). Spray pans/cookie sheets 
with Pam or use parchment paper. Place challahs on 
cookie sheets, with plenty of room in between loaves. 
If it is a large loaf, do it on its own cookie sheet. Let 
rise another 45 minutes-1 hour, depending on how 
high you like them. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Glaze challah with beaten egg. Add honey, if you 
want a sweeter glaze. Sprinkle with sesame or poppy 
seeds, if desired. Bake for 20 minutes, turn the pan 
around, and then bake for another 10-20 minutes. Do 
not under- or over-bake. Test with a toothpick. 

Chocolate  
Marshmallow  
Dreidels
•  1 bag of large marshmallows
•  1 bag of pretzel sticks
•  ready-to-spread vanilla or 

chocolate frosting
•  1 bag of Hershey’s 

chocolate kisses
•  edible-ink marker 

Decorate outside of marshmallow with dreidel letters — Nun, Gimel, 
Hay and Shin — using an edible-ink marker, in blue or other color. Let 
dry. Place a pretzel stick into the top of marshmallow, pressing toward 
the bottom. Be careful not to go through the other side.  Spread ½ 
teaspoon frosting on the flat side of the chocolate kiss. Press onto the 
bottom flat side of marshmallow. Repeat with the rest of marshmallows. 
Have fun!

Classic Latkes
•  4-5 medium to large Yukon Gold or russet potatoes
• 1 large onion, shredded
• 2 eggs
• 1½ tablespoons flour or matzo meal
• ½ teaspoon salt
• ¼ teaspoon black pepper
• oil for frying (don’t use olive oil)

Shred the potatoes, using a grater or food processor. Set aside 
in a colander to drain excess liquid. Grate onion, and squeeze out 
excess liquid. Mix together potato, onion, eggs and remainder of dry 
ingredients. Place oil in a pan about ¼ to ½ inch deep. Heat oil until 
hot. Drop about a ¼ cup of latke mixture (about 3-inch patty) carefully 
into the frying pan. Cook on medium to medium-high heat for about 
5 minutes on one side, and then turn over with spatula and cook about 
3-4 more minutes, or until golden brown. Drain on paper towels. Serve 
with applesauce and/or sour cream.



AROUND WOODSTOCK  |  December 2020      25

http://www.imbrialeinjury.com
http://www.nextstepministries.net
http://www.governorsmedicine.com
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IN THE SPOTLIGHTIN THE SPOTLIGHT

“As a patient of Dr. Jan Henriques for over 20 years, I would 
highly recommend her to anyone in need of a caring, 
professional audiologist. Any time I have had questions 
about my hearing or hearing aids, she has always helped 
with the solution. Now, with an in-home setup, she is able 
to adjust your hearing aid to your environment. To me, this 
is significantly better than in an office. Due to the many 
years she has been in audiology, she has kept up with the 
ever-changing technology.” -  Chuck M.

770-325-3763770-325-3763 
Email: drjan@athomehearing.com

Athomehearing.com (under construction)

• The business.  
At Home Hearing is a mobile audiology practice owned 

and operated by Doctor of Audiology, Dr. Jan Henriques, 
serving Cherokee County and surrounding areas. Dr. 
Henriques brings more than 35 years of experience in 
hearing healthcare to the comfort of a patient’s home. She 
provides diagnostic hearing evaluations, ear examinations, 
ear wax removal, and hearing aid consultations and fittings. 
She offers the latest in hearing aid technology and can 
make follow-up adjustments remotely by meeting on 
the computer, if desired. She has always prided herself in 
keeping up with the latest in technology and offering it to 
her patients. As the former owner of Progressive Audiology 
Center in Towne Lake, Dr. Henriques has served the 
community for more than 25 years.  

• The difference.   
By offering hearing healthcare services at your door, Dr. 

Henriques provides the latest in hearing aids at reasonable 
prices, making hearing healthcare not only accessible but 
affordable. This allows for a concierge-type experience. Dr. 
Henriques says she has the patient’s best interests in mind 
and works closely with her patients to provide the best 
solutions for their hearing. 

http://www.daycosystems.com
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A Unit of the Technical College System of Georgia.  Equal Opportunity Institution.

ChattahoocheeTech.edu   I   770-528-4545

Get Hands-On Training 

Automotive Technology programs are offered at the Marietta and 
Appalachian Campuses, Diesel Equipment Technology Programs are 

offered at the North Metro Campus.

Automotive
Technology

Diesel Equipment
Technology

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/woodstock-ga/woodstock-funeral-home/7129
http://www.chattahoocheetech.edu
http://www.chattahoocheetech.edu
http://www.citadelwealthcare.com
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Robert Capovilla and Mickey 
Williams have dedicated their 
lives to public service, starting 
with their time in the U.S. 

Army as soldiers, officers and judge 
advocates, and continuing today as 
accomplished trial attorneys. Shortly 
after leaving active duty, Mickey 
and Robert founded the law firm 
Capovilla & Williams, located near 
the intersection of S. Cherokee Lane 
and Highway 92 in Woodstock. 
The firm represents individuals 
and families tragically impacted by 
serious accidents or the loss of a 
loved one.    

“We are a veteran-owned and 
veteran-operated law firm dedicated 
to serving accident victims in 
Cherokee County. Rob and I both 
live in this county. We raise our 
families here. And we are personally 
invested in each and every client we 
represent,” Mickey said.  

Robert and Mickey founded their 
law firm on three core principles: 
honesty, compassion and trust. They 

also recognize that obtaining the 
best results for clients takes skill and 
commitment, characteristics they 
developed and enhanced in the U.S. 
military.

“Our goal is simple,” Robert said. 
“We want to be the first advocates 
who area families think of when they 
are forced to deal with the challenges 
of a tragic event.”  

Get to Know Mickey and Robert
Mickey is a decorated combat 

veteran, U.S. Army Ranger, attorney, 
husband, father and resident of 
Cherokee County. He first moved to 
Georgia in 2002, where he graduated 
from basic training at Fort Benning. 
Mickey, his wife, and their three 
young boys feel fortunate to be a part 
of a community that values family 
and doing the right thing. Mickey’s 
boys attend Little River Elementary 
School, and play in the South 
Cherokee Baseball League.    

Robert’s family moved to 
Cherokee County 28 years ago, when 
the area was much smaller than it is 
today. He grew up an Atlanta Braves 
fan, and his fondest memories are 
watching the Bobby Cox-led Braves 
win division title after division title. 
Like Mickey, Robert is a husband, 
veteran, and proud supporter of 
various charitable organizations in 
the area.

“While our county is much larger 
than it was when I grew up here, its 
residents still share the same values, 
work ethic and commitment to each 
other that was present decades ago,” 
Robert said. “Mickey and I feel very 
fortunate to be able to play a part in 

strengthening the community and 
assisting our neighbors during tough 
times.”  

Robert and Mickey’s commitment 
to excellence in the practice of law 
has not gone unnoticed.  Each holds 
a 10/10 rating from AVVO, one 
of the industry’s most respected 
attorney rating organizations.  In 
2020, The National Trial Lawyers 
named Robert and Mickey to their 
list of Top 40 Under 40 in Georgia. 

What Drives Capovilla & Williams?
Robert’s passion for helping 

the injured formed at an early 
age. When he was in college, his 
father was severely injured after 
being struck by another driver. The 
accident jeopardized the successful 
chiropractic business his father 
had built over 30 years, and limited 
his ability to do everyday activities 
often taken for granted. Robert 
remembers those challenges as well 
as the enormous difficulty his father 
had in dealing with the insurance 
companies and a law firm that failed 
to deliver on their promise of quality 
representation.

“I’ve never forgotten what it felt 
like to watch my dad fight to keep 
his life and business going while 
enduring great physical pain,” Robert 
said. “I made up my mind at that 
moment that I would fight for injury 
victims like my father, and that I 
would do so with integrity, grit and 
compassion.”

Mickey’s passion to serve also 
came at a young age. He joined the 
U.S. Army as an Airborne Ranger 
immediately after high school. 

Sponsored Content

Army Vets and Attorneys Serve Cherokee County

http://www.georgiacaseteam.com
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Mickey excelled throughout basic 
training, Airborne school and 
ranger school at Fort Benning, 
GA. He was assigned to the 
75th Ranger Regiment, where 
he participated in more than 100 
combat missions, including the 
initial invasion of Iraq and rescue 
of POW Jessica Lynch.    

“The ranger regiment taught me 
an incredible number of lessons 
about compassion, patience and how 
to finish a fight when the stakes 
are high,” Mickey said. “My days 
in combat have also forced me to 
deal with a number of injuries and 
chronic pain, some of the same 
struggles our clients endure after 
serious accidents. Understanding 
their challenges keeps me motivated 
to help them get their lives back to 
as normal as possible.” 

The Capovilla & Williams Promise
Robert Capovilla and Mickey 

Williams understand that Cherokee 
County families have many choices 
when it comes to hiring a law firm, 
and believe it’s their experience, 
training and dedication that 
separates them from other choices.

“When you hire the attorneys 
at our firm, you get years of 
trial experience, an unwavering 
dedication to achieving exceptional 
results and the opportunity to work 
with members of our great Cherokee 
County community,” said Robert. 
“That’s a powerful combination of 
advantages for the local community, 
and advantages we look forward to 
fostering for many years to come.”

Sponsored Content
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Army Vets and Attorneys Serve Cherokee County

From left, Robert Capovilla, Lidia Capovilla, Colby Williams, Mickey Williams, and their three boys.

http://www.georgiacaseteam.com
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KWANZAA
A Celebration  
of African-American  
Culture

Kwanzaa is a relatively new American holiday celebrated 
in December, the same month Hanukkah and Christmas are 
observed. Unlike the two religious holidays, Kwanzaa is an 
African-American cultural seven-day celebration that begins 
Dec. 26 and ends Jan. 1.

BY MARGARET MILLER

Mrs. Dora Weaver, Margaret's great grandmother, is one of many 
deceased family members honored during the family’s celebration.

Margaret Miller and her family at the National Museum of African American History and Culture.
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KWANZAA
A Celebration  
of African-American  
Culture

Margaret Miller is a native of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and 
moved to Woodstock 14 years ago. Her writing hobby led her 
to become a columnist for community and daily newspapers. 

Dr. Maulana Karenga, a professor at California State 
University, created this event in 1966 to celebrate 
African heritage. The word, Kwanzaa, in Swahili means 
first fruits. Each of the seven days focuses on one of the 
principles: unity, self-determination, collective work and 
responsibility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity 
and faith. (There are books and websites that provide 
additional information on Kwanzaa.)

My children and I have observed this celebration for 
more than 40 years. Now, we are observing the cultural 
event with my grandchildren, and we are looking 
forward to my two young great grandsons joining us.

At first, the observance was held in my home, but for 
the last 10 years, we have all gathered at my son’s home 
in Alexandria, Virginia, for the seven-day event. This 
is an ideal location since there are so many institutions 
and monuments related to our heritage that we can 
incorporate into our observance. The family has visited 
the National Museum of African-American History 
and Culture in Washington, D.C., as well as the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. monument during our celebration.

Our family begins our Kwanzaa celebration in the 
evening with Scripture, prayer and a lighting of one of 
the seven candles. We then recite the principle of the 
day and one of the children will elaborate on such. We 
discuss how that principle relates to us as individuals, 
as a family and as a world. We also remember and 
honor our loved ones who have passed. Our children 
and family are at the center of our celebration. Friends 
usually join us for this gala event.

There is an African proverb: “When an elder dies, a 
library burns.” Kwanzaa allows me to download so much 
into my heirs before this library burns.

The Kinara is the candle holder with seven candles 
representing each day of Kwanzaa.

SIP & SHOP
DEC. 10 
5-6  p.m.

TICKETS $10

http://www.moodsalonwoodstock.com
http://www.inwdsk.org
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Pay It Backward, and Forward. Pay for the 
person’s coffee, lunch, etc. behind you in the 
drive through. Let someone, especially parents 

with small children, cut in front of you at the grocery store 
checkout counter. Bonus points if they have a full cart! 

Bake and Take. Bake cookies, brownies, treats, 
etc. for a neighbor, elderly person, the local fire 
or police station.

Make a Joyful Noise. Go caroling with a group 
of family and friends, and serenade shut-ins, etc. 
or take a musical tour around your neighborhood.

Get Crafty. Create handmade ornaments or 
cards for the residents of a local nursing or 
assisted-living home.

Card Someone. Buy someone a gift card to 
use on themselves – for a tasty cup of coffee or 
quick lunch – for energy for the season. 

Take Supplies to the Animal Shelter.  
Let’s not forget to share some love with our 
furry friends. Bring goodies, such as food, 

treats, blankets, paper towels. etc., for the cats and dogs 
waiting to be adopted. For more information visit,  
www.cherokeega-animals.org/donate.html.

Leave a Candy Cane Bomb. Make cute, festive 
cards with a kind note or Bible verse and attach 
a candy cane. Place underneath the windshield 

wiper of cars in a local church or school parking lot.

Sweeten Someone’s Day. When checking out 
at the grocery store, ask your cashier what their 
favorite candy bar is, and buy it for them. A 

sweet treat is almost always welcomed!

Two Thumbs Up. Write a positive review for 
a local small business that you love. Reviews 
can be posted on various websites or on the 

business' individual social media pages.This benefits the 
local business and potential customers.

Thank an Essential Worker. Show your 
appreciation for your mail carrier and/or garbage 
pick-up people with a note and a treat.

Give Blood. This might be the most important 
gift you can give someone this time of year. Visit 
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive to 

find a blood drive near you.

Adopt an Angel. Take part in a program that 
provides gifts for children and adults who may 
not receive gifts otherwise.

While most people don’t have any use for 
a partridge in a pear tree, and 12 drummers 
drumming is enough to give anyone a 
migraine, we do have some ideas about what 
you and your family can give this Christmas 
season - KINDNESS! 

Here is a list to get you through the 12 days 
of Christmas, but we hope it doesn't stop 
there. Let’s keep the goodwill of the holidays 
going through the new year and beyond.

Christmas 
Kindness

Days of12

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1010

1111

1212
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Every Picture 
Tells A Story

@ jkingimages
www.jkingimages.com

Headshots 
404.384.2794  404.200.0881

http://www.toothtownpd.com
http://www.jkingimages.com
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Dec. 3
2020 Jingle Mingle Improv Comedy 

Night hosted by IN WDSTK and sponsored by 
Elm Street Cultural Arts Village. Tickets include 
silent auction, one show ticket, one drink ticket 
and 2020 Jingle Mingle souvenir glass. Event 
proceeds benefit the Woodstock Public Safety 
Foundation’s Shop with a Hero event. 6 p.m. 
networking and silent auction items available for 
viewing; 6:30–7:30 p.m. improv comedy show; 
7:30–8 p.m. networking and silent auction. Visit 
inwdstk.org for ticket information.

Dec. 3-23 
Holiday Lights of Hope at Hobgood 

Park in Woodstock, opens nightly at 6 p.m. 
The annual event features a huge walk-through 
Christmas light display with more than 2 
million lights. Proceeds benefit the Anna 
Crawford Children’s Center. For the most 
up-to-date information, follow on Facebook @
HolidayLightsOfHope.

Through Dec. 9
Santa’s Mailbox will be open for letters at the 

Cherokee Recreation and Parks center at 7545 
Main St. Santa will answer all letters, and even 
return the original one for the holiday scrapbooks. 

Through Dec. 31
Holiday Lights at Veterans Park, opens 

nightly at 6 p.m. Enjoy this 2-mile drive through 
Christmas light show. Admission is $20 per car.

 
Lights of LIFE, every night, rain or  

shine, through New Year’s Eve at LIFE 
University, 1269 Barclay Circle, Marietta.  
The display opens at dark and runs until  
9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and 10 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays. Cost is $10 per  
car/truck, buses are $20. Fees for individual 
goods and services are at the discretion of the 
vendors. www.life.edu/lights-of-life.

HolidayHoliday
 Through Jan. 2

Candy Rush, open nightly 6-10 p.m., 250 Cobb 
Parkway N., #100, Marietta. The world’s largest 
holiday drive-through animated light show features 
life-sized lit-up singing treats, a 40-foot tall candy 
cane trio and fully animated Christmas characters 
— all set to music. A mile-long drive-through show 
featuring nearly 2 million lights, Candy Rush is a 
socially safe experience for the entire family.  
https://worldofillumination.com/candy-rush-2/

Dec. 4
Christmas In Canton, 6-9 p.m. Enjoy shopping 

and holiday activities in downtown Canton. For more 
information, visit www.cantonga.gov/visit/mainstreet.

Dec. 5
Lights on the Lake. This fourth annual 

Christmas boat parade on Lake Allatoona begins 
at 6 p.m. and can be viewed from Bartow County/
Gatewood Park on Bartow Beach Road in 
Cartersville, and Cooper Branch No. 1 Boat Ramp  
at Ga. Highway Spur 20, Cartersville.  
www.lakeallatoonaassoc.com.

HAPPENINGS

Gabe Harrison’s boat was the parade’s overall winner last year.



AROUND WOODSTOCK  |  December 2020      35

Amanda Lynne is Emily and Craig Cagle is a young Scrooge  
in last year's performance. Photo by Bronson Kurtz.

Dec. 5 
Holly Springs Christmas parade at 1:30 p.m. 

The parade begins on Holly Springs Parkway at the 
intersection with Mountain Brook Drive. This year's 
parade will continue down Hickory Road, ending at 
Holly Springs Elementary School. Due to the length 
of this year’s parade route, no walking participants will 
be accepted. All participants must ride on a motorized 
vehicle. Participation is free. For more information, 
contact Erin Honea, honea@hollyspringsga.us.  
www.hollyspringsga.us/christmasparade.

Canton Optimist Club Market Place,  
noon-6 p.m. in Brown Park. The Christmas parade 
begins at 6 p.m. 

Christmas Jubilee Drive-thru Parade Of 
Lights, 5:30-8:30 p.m. at River Ridge High  
School and Mill Creek Middle School parking  
lots. See your favorite holiday floats from the safety 
and comfort of your vehicle.  
www.woodstockparksandrec.com.

Canes & Cocoa at the Valley Playground at 
JJ Biello Park. Children ages 1-9 will have the 
opportunity to hunt for candy canes. Check-in is 9:30 
a.m. Candy cane hunt starts at 10 a.m. The children 
will be separated into age groups. After the hunt, 
families can enjoy hot cocoa, holiday snacks, retail 
vendors and “sleigh” rides on a tractor. You never know 
what special guest might show up. Pre-registration 
required due to limited space. Cost is $10 per child. 
For more information, contact Bailey Barcomb, 
bmbarcomb@cherokeega.com or 770-924-7768.

Stuff a Stocking, 12:30-7 p.m. Copper Coin,  
400 Chambers Street, Woodstock. Help stuff stockings 
that will be donated to children in low-income schools 
in Atlanta. 

Dec. 5, 6
Virtual Home Tour, hosted by Woodstock Junior 

Women’s. Each day, 10 am.-6 p.m., you can virtually 
tour several homes that have been decorated for 
the holiday season. A suggested donation of $10 is 
requested, which will go to support charitable partners 
Live a Yes, Bend Your Knees for Collin and Next Step 
Ministries. woodstockjwc.org.

Dec. 6, 13, 20 
During the Advent season, Sojourn Woodstock 

will host outdoor Sunset Christmas Services at 
5 p.m. on the Elm Street Event Green in downtown 
Woodstock. 

Dec. 10-13
Return to Bethlehem Drive Through 

Experience, 6-9 p.m. each day. For more info, visit 
newvicbaptist.org/connect/return-to-bethlehem.

Dec. 10
Woodstock Holiday Sip + Shop 5-6 p.m.  

Candy canes and cocoa, light bites and festive  
beverages provided by merchants along the way. 
Cost is $10 per person. Pick up a tote bag and list of 
participating merchants at the Woodstock Visitor’s 
Center at the historic Dean’s Store. For tickets, visit 
www.visitwoodstockga.com/events/sipshopdec.

Dec. 11
Submission deadline to receive a call from  

Santa. Email, mail or hand deliver the request form 
to the recreation center, 7545 Main St., Woodstock 
30188. Santa and the elves make calls between  
5:30-7:30 p.m. Dec. 14. Fill out an online form at 
www.PlayCherokee.org. 

Dec. 12, 19
Visit with Santa 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Cannon Park in 

Canton. Bring your camera and have your photo made 
with the jolly elf. www.cantonga.gov. 

Dec. 18-24
“A Christmas Carol 2020 - On The Green,” 

sponsored by Elm Street Cultural Arts Village, 
will offer tables with seating up to six and eight. 
Recommended for ages 5 and older. For ticket 
information, visit www.elmstreetarts.org. 

Dec. 19
Swim With the Grinch at the Cherokee County 

Aquatic Center, 10 a.m.-noon. Participants can 
decorate a Christmas tree with underwater lights, get 
crafty with elves, and take pictures with the Grinch. 
$10 per child. www.crpa.net. 

Dec. 24
Sojourn Woodstock's annual Eve on the Green 

service. The event will begin with Christmas cookies, 
hot chocolate and bonfires at 5 p.m., followed by a 
short candlelight service beginning at 5:15 p.m. The 
service will be held outdoors at the Elm Street Event 
Green, 111 Elm St. in Woodstock.
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Adopt a Senior 2020
www.cherokeega.com 

The Cherokee County Senior Center is collecting gift 
items for local seniors: umbrellas and one-size-fits-all rain 
ponchos, $25 grocery gift cards, and a book of stamps. 
Place gifts in a holiday gift bag (no wrapping please). There 
is no need to register this year. Gift dropoff ends Dec. 7, 
and Saturday dropoff is 10 a.m.-noon Dec. 5. For more 
information, call 770-345-2675 or email JNMCEUEN@
cherokeega.com. Gift dropoff location is at the Cherokee 
County Senior Center, 1001 Univeter Road. 

Cherokee County Homeless  
Veterans Program

Amid the COVID-19 crisis, the program has been 
modified, but the focus remains the same: to make sure all 
disadvantaged veterans have a great Christmas. If you know 
of a veteran family that is in need, or know of an elderly 
veteran living alone, or you or your group would like to 
support the Adopt a Veteran program, contact program 
director Jim Lindenmayer at jlindenmayer80@gmail.com 
or 678-983-7590, or Betty Lewis, of the American Legion 
Post 45 Auxiliary, at 770-318-6451.  

Cherokee Youth Works  
www.cherokeefocus.org.  

Cherokee Youth Works (CYW) is a program of the 
Cherokee FOCUS collaborative. CYW works with youth 
and young adults ages 16-24 to help them gain and 
retain employment, and obtain an education. The wish 
list includes gifts that assist and support the goals of the 
participants, such as monetary donations or gift cards 
for items such as: gas cards, GED testing fees, college 
admission fees, transportation, child care, temporary 
housing, clothing for work and other supportive gifts. 
Contact anna@cherokeefocus.org or call 770-345-5483. 

While the holiday season traditionally is difficult  
for many, this year’s pandemic has caused even 
greater need. Here’s a list of local nonprofits 
working to make sure everyone has a great 
holiday season. Please do what you can to help, 
whether it’s donating money or time. Consider 
bringing a basket of homemade goodies, fresh 
fruit or colorful flowers to show your appreciation 
for the staff and volunteers at these nonprofits. 
To learn about other ways to help throughout the 
year, visit www.justserve.org.

Cherokee Recreation & Parks Agency
www.crpa.net.  

The Cherokee Recreation & Parks Agency is collecting 
items for Cherokee County nursing centers through the 
annual Hugs in a Blanket campaign until Dec. 5. Donors 
can bring a new warm blanket and a pair of unisex slipper 
socks to the recreation center at 7545 Main St., Building 
200, in Woodstock. 770-924-7768. lcollett@cherokeega.com.  

The Children’s Haven
www.CherokeeChildrensHaven.org 

This nonprofit promotes the health and happiness of 
Cherokee County children who are affected by abuse. 
The group works to ensure their safety, advocate on their 
behalf, and respond to meet their needs. Holiday needs 
include Christmas pajamas (sizes newborn to teen) and 
bralettes or sports bras (XS-L). Target, Kohl’s and Best 
Buy gift cards are welcome. Volunteers always are needed 
to assist in the Caregiver’s Closet. Items can be dropped 
off at 1083 Marietta Highway in Canton. 770-345-3274.

Encompass Ministries /  
Papa's Pantry
www.encompassministriesinc.org

Encompass Ministries and its food pantry offers year-
round food assistance and stability/life skills training. 
Food is offered from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays, 
no appointment necessary. However, you may call ahead 
to reserve a spot, should there be a wait. Training is 
one-on-one via Zoom. Special holiday needs: Donations 
of turkeys, ham and nonperishable food items. A list of 
the top 10 food needs is kept up-to-date on the website. 
Tax-deductible donations also are accepted online. For 
more details, call 770-591-4707.  

Everyday Angels 
www.everydayangels.info 

This 501(c)(3) nonprofit provides short-term financial 
relief, encouragement and hope to those in need in the 
TowneLake/Woodstock/Canton communities. Everyday 
Angels made its debut in the TowneLaker in 2000, 
featuring local families in need, and continues monthly 
in that magazine, as well as Around Canton and Around 
Woodstock. Financial donations, as well as grocery or gas 
gift cards, are welcome: 100% of donations go to families 
and individuals in need. Send donations to Everyday 
Angels, PMB 380, 1025 Rose Creek Drive, Suite 620, 
Woodstock 30189. Email aaeverydayangels@gmail.com if 
you have any questions.

Helping Hand
Lend a  
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Forever Fed
www.foreverfed.org 

Forever Fed hosts nine drive-through food pantries 
and two clothes closets each month. More than 
1,000 families are served, and about 75,000 pounds 
of grocery support is distributed to the community 
every month, in response to this increased season 
of need. For a complete list of events and volunteer 
opportunities, check the website. If your organization 
would like to support us with a food drive or coat 
and blanket drive, contact susan@foreverfed.org or 
call 678-883-314.

Goshen Valley Foundation
www.goshenvalley.org 

The holidays are a difficult time for foster children 
not living with their families. Goshen Valley Boys 
Ranch attempts to provide a memorable Christmas 
experience for foster children with the community’s 
help. This includes building traditions, talking about 
the true meaning of Christmas, and fulfilling some 
of the young people's wants and needs through gift 
giving, to teach them they are loved. With 42 kids, 
Goshen relies on the generosity of the community to 
fulfill these wishes. A list of gifts has been compiled 
on the Amazon website through a charity wish list. 
For details, visit http://goshenwishlist.org, email 
Executive Director Stacy Cooper at scooper@
goshenvalley.org, or call 770-796-4618 for a clickable 
link to view gifts the boys have requested.  

Hope Center 
www.hopectr.com 

The pregnancy diagnosis and support center can 
use donations of new, unwrapped toys for children  
up to age 18 for the Christmas toy closet. Donations 
will be accepted through Dec. 11 at the HOPE 
Center, 295 Molly Lane, Suite 120, Woodstock.  
770-924-0864.

MUST Ministries — Cherokee
www.mustministries.org

The annual MUST Toy Shops, including one for 
Cherokee County residents, are collecting new items 
for children living in poverty. Toys, games, bikes, 
dolls (every ethnicity),  sports equipment, underwear, 
socks, T-shirts, hats, scarves, gloves and blankets are 
in particular need. Gifts for tweens and teens are  
the greatest need: purses, wallets, jewelry, blow  
dryers, curling irons, sports equipment, makeup 
kits, athletic shoes, and boots. Drop off donations 
at 111 Brown Industrial Parkway, Canton or 1280 
Field Parkway, Marietta 30066. If you would like 
to volunteer please email CherokeeHoliday@
mustministries.org. The Toy Shop will be open by 
appointment only Dec. 5, 8-19.

North Georgia Angel House
www.angelhousega.com 

The organization has served girls since 2006, by 
providing a place to call home, and equipping them with 
life skills, educational assistance and clinical services to 
prepare them for a successful future. Current needs include: 
MP3 players, earbuds, gift cards for clothing or activities in 
the area and journals. Also look on Amazon Smile under 
North Georgia Angel House Inc. 

Secret Santa
www.cherokeesanta.com 

The Secret Santa program of the Department of Family 
and Children’s Services for Cherokee County offers a way 
for individuals, businesses, schools, churches or groups, 
such as Sunday school classes or Boy and Girl Scout 
troops, to help the more than 300 children in foster care 
this year. Sponsors can be matched with specific children 
or they can collect speciality items needed to service 
the program. All levels of contributions are accepted. 
All size donations are appreciated. For more details, call 
the Secret Santa phone line at 470-333-8673 or email 
secretsantacherokee@gmail.com.

Toys for Tots
www.toysfortots.org 

Toys for Tots is a national program started by the 
Marine Corps. Through Dec. 14, Toys for Tots will 
collect new, unwrapped toys to distribute to children in 
need during the holiday season as a way of spreading  
joy to the less fortunate. Dropoff locations include:  
Bill Holt Mitsubishi, 2255 Marietta Highway in 
Canton; Krause Family Ford of  Woodstock at 195 
Woodstock Parkway; Sutherlin Nissan Cherokee 
County at 101 Harbor Creek Parkway in Holly Springs, 
and all Cherokee County fire stations.

Woodstock Lions Club
www.Facebook.com/woodstocklionsclub 

The club is hosting a coat drive to collect clean, gently 
worn or new, warm coats. Donations accepted through 
Dec. 15 at Copper Coin, located at 400 Chamber St., 
Woodstock. The restaurant will give a free cup of coffee 
to each person making a donation. Woodstock Lions 
Club is partnering with One Warm Coat drive in this 
endeavor. www.onewarmcoat.org. 



Bank 
smarter. 
Anywhere 
you go.

With LGE’s Mobile Banking and Snap Deposit, you can bank virtually anywhere and 
everywhere. But while you’re banking, you’re putting more in your pocket. Because 
at LGE, you earn more on checking and pay less on loans.  And you earn cash 
rewards the more you bank with us! So switch from your bank and discover 
smarter, better, more convenient banking. Only at LGE.

This credit union is federally insured by NCUA. LGEccu.org | 770-424-0060A smarter way to bank®.
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Santa isn’t the only one granting wishes in this new holiday movie.

Tim Cavender, as Santa Claus, is seen on the set of “Charlie’s Christmas Wish.” Santa Tim, with two of the movie’s stars,  
Walker Mintz (left) and Toni Hudson.
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Tim Cavender, public information officer for Cherokee County 
Fire, was inducted in 2014 into the International Santa Claus 
Hall of Fame. He is celebrating his 48th year of playing Santa.

A new holiday movie is available this season, and I had the 
opportunity to play Santa Claus in it.

 “Charlie’s Christmas Wish,” available on DVD at major 
retailers and on demand, is about a soldier, Sgt. Maj. John 
Frost, who is discharged and sent home a month early from 
his deployment. While he is happy to be home for Christmas, 
he discovers his wife, Jill, and son, Jimmy, are too busy to give 
him the welcome home he anticipated. Also, in his absence, 
they have adopted a little dog named Charlie, and John is not 
Charlie’s biggest fan.  

 John finds solace with fellow vets at the local Moose Lodge, 
and, when Charlie discovers Hank, a retired Vietnam veteran 
who has suffered a heart attack and is homeless, John finds his 
purpose. He rallies friends, family and the community to build 
new houses for vets to give them a happy Christmas Eve, and a 
new start in civilian life.

 I enjoyed being part of a movie that is a wonderful, clean, 
family film that touches on a terrible issue we have in our 
country — homeless veterans. I appreciate our veterans, and I 
appreciate what they do to keep our country free. I hope the film 
educates the public on the need of helping our veterans once they 
come back home to the country they were fighting to protect.

 The film also features two Cherokee County firefighters, 
David Jones and Nicholas Van Weele, who are dispatched by 
ambulance to pick up Hank, played by Vernon G. Wells, when 
he has his heart attack, and transport him to a hospital. The 
majority of the movie was filmed in Cherokee and Gilmer 
counties. Viewers also will see numerous shots from around 
Canton and Ball Ground.

 The movie stars Aiden Turner (Marvel’s “Agents of 
SHIELD”), Toni Hudson, Walker Mintz, Richard Tyson, 
Lindsay Bloom, Diane Ladd (“Christmas Vacation”) and John 
O’Hurley (“Seinfeld”) as the voice of God. The Lionsgate 
movie is rated PG, and is approved by the Dove Foundation, 
whose mission is to “encourage and promote the creation, 
production, distribution and consumption of wholesome family 
entertainment.”

Local Santa 
Enjoys Part in
New Movie
BY TIM CAVENDER

http://www.woodstockpianolessons.com
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Year-End Estate Strategies Are Important

Don Akridge is president of Citadel Professional 
Services, LLC, an independent firm, founded in 1994  
and conveniently located off Chastain Road between 
I-575 & I-75 in Kennesaw.  770-952-6707.  

With one year ending and a new one on the cusp of 
starting, many people will consider their resolutions — not 
their estate strategy. But, the end of the year is a great time to 
sit down and review your preparations, especially when you're 
spending more time with your loved ones; that’s even more 
important if you have a complicated estate that may need to 
get managed after you're gone.

Call a family meeting. Many people don't let their 
family know their wishes, or who has been appointed to 
handle the estate. While two-thirds of Americans say that 
the pandemic has brought them closer to their family, only 
28% of those 65 and older have started discussing their estate 
strategy with their families.1,2

You may be able to get ahead of any potential family issues 
down the line by discussing your wishes, what needs to be 
handled by your estate, and reviewing what you have in place. 
No one wants to think about their family members passing 
away, but an awkward conversation now may mitigate future 
problems.

Get organized. Ensure that your documents are up to 
date and remain aligned with your wishes. Two things to 
consider are a financial power of attorney and a power of 
attorney for your health care needs. Both can play a role 
should you become too ill to make decisions.2,3

Also, consider adding "Transfer on Death" or "Pay on 
Death" to ensure that your spouse or surviving relatives can 
have access to your accounts.2,3

Be flexible. Tax law changes over time. For example, the 
SECURE Act, which went into effect at the end of 2019, 
did away with "stretch IRAs." The change forced some to 
consider a new approach to that portion of their estate. 

Your estate strategy should be flexible enough to adjust to 
whatever happens.4

As you talk about your estate with your family, and set your 
preparations in motion, the end of the year is a great time 
to connect with your financial professional, tax attorney and 
estate attorney.

Securities offered through registered representatives of Cambridge 
Investment Research Inc., a broker-dealer, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Advisory services through Cambridge Investment Research Advisors 
Inc., a registered investment adviser. Cambridge is not affiliated with 
and does not endorse the opinions or services of Peter Montoya Inc. or 
MarketingPro Inc.

This material was prepared by MarketingPro Inc., and does not 
necessarily represent the views of the presenting party, nor their affiliates. 
This information has been derived from sources believed to be accurate. 
Please note:- Investing involves risk, and past performance is no 
guarantee of future results. The publisher is not engaged in rendering 
legal, accounting or other professional services. If assistance is needed, the 
reader is advised to engage the services of a competent professional. This 
information should not be construed as investment, tax or legal advice, 
and may not be relied on for the purpose of avoiding any federal tax 
penalty. This is neither a solicitation nor a recommendation to purchase 
or sell any investment or insurance product or service, and should not be 
relied upon as such. All indices are unmanaged and are not illustrative of 
any particular investment.

Citations 
1 -  News.BloombergTax.com, August 21, 2020
2 -  NYTimes.com, September 6, 2020
3 -  Kiplinger.com, June 16, 2020
4 -  CNBC.com, June 30, 2020

BY DON AKRIDGE, MBA, CFP®, CPA/PFS  
U.S.  MARINE CORPS VETERAN – EMORY UNIVERSITY ALUMNUS
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It is no surprise conversations at a crowded family gathering 
are difficult, more so for guests with hearing loss. While the 
holidays are wonderful to catch up with friends and family, it 
can be hard for people with hearing loss. 

Fortunately, there are hearing devices that help you stay 
more in the moment at your family gatherings. If you already 
have a hearing device, it is important you wear them. Often, 
people think noise will just be enhanced with the hearing 
devices, however modern devices help with noise reduction 
by filtering out background noise and focusing on speech 
understanding.

You may not have hearing loss, but it is important to think 
about those guests who might, so help your guests with 
hearing loss stay involved in the party.

Background Music 
When music is in the background, and people are talking, 

no one hears the music. Consider turning it down or off when 
people are conversing. There is an acoustic phenomenon called 
the Lombard Effect, where people tend to speak louder when 
the noise is louder. Now imagine the guests raising their voices 
to overcome the background noise; it can be a lot for someone 
with hearing loss. Music can actually make the party louder. 

Dish Duty 
It may be hard to leave a sink full of dirty dishes, but 

consider cleaning once your guests have left. For those with 
hearing loss, the noise of clattering dishes can be a distraction. 
Just live in the moment, and save the chores for after the party. 

Seating 
If your guests wear hearing devices, they are designed to 

detect background noise behind the wearer and focus in on the 
person talking in front of them. I tell patients, “Put your back 
to the noise, your friends and family with their back to a wall.”

The Conversation
The holidays are when people start to notice they struggle 

to hear. This can be a great time to have the conversation with 
them about their hearing difficulties. Let them know you don’t 
want them to miss out. Encourage them that it’s important to 
see their local audiologist for help with their hearing. This will 
ensure they are an integral part of every holiday gathering!

Remember to keep gatherings safe and socially distanced 
this holiday season.

Helping Holiday Guests 
with Hearing Loss

Dr. Haiden Nunn joined North Georgia Audiology in 2018. 
She earned her doctorate from the University of Louisville 
and her bachelor's degree from the University of Georgia.

BY DR. HAIDEN NUNN

Year-End Estate Strategies Are Important
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Identifying people in need  
in our community.

Ezra King, is the 
4-year-old son of Woodstock 

police Officer Travis King, and his 
wife, Ramona. At 18 months old, 

Ezra fell and injured his wrist, 
and was taken to the emergency 

room. Out of an abundance of 
caution, doctors ordered a CT scan. “We never 
expected the CT scan to come back abnormal. 
Doctors discovered a very large mass in his brain,” 
Ramona said. 

“We were transported directly to Scottish 
Rite, where doctors were waiting for us. 
By early evening, we were admitted and, 
in the days following, we learned that 
our seemingly normal, healthy son had 
a tumor the size of a softball pressing 
into his brain stem, growing upward in 
the area of his optic nerves and basal 
ganglia. He had extreme pressure 
and a loss of space for spinal fluid. 
A craniotomy and partial brain 
resection were immediately 
scheduled.”

 Ezra was diagnosed with 
Glioma, Grade II. Glioma is a 
slow-growing cellular mutation that is 
less likely to grow and spread, but more 
likely to come back after treatment. 
Because his tumor has a rare cellular 
mutation, there is currently no known 
chemotherapy treatment. His tumor 
was located in his midbrain, making it 
difficult to completely remove. Surgeons 
were able to remove 85% of his tumor 
in 2018. “When Ezra awoke after 
surgery, we learned that the 
operation and trauma to his brain 
stem had caused a loss of speech, 
paralysis of his right side and a 
loss of right-sided field of vision in both eyes. We spent 
several weeks in intensive rehab, and have been in therapy 
ever since to help him regain functions,” Ramona said.

 Two and a half years from his diagnosis, doctors 
continue the difficult challenge of arresting Ezra’s tumor 
growth. He completed a 68-week clinical trial last 
December, having significant tumor progression at his 
67th dose. With the tumor now as large as when it was 
first discovered, Ezra has begun a third plan of treatment, 
with two more toxic chemo drugs. 

Everyday Angels is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit serving Cherokee 
County since 2000. To make a tax deductible donation, visit  
www.everydayangels.info to donate via Paypal or send your 
donations to: Everyday Angels, PMB 380, 1025 Rose Creek 
Drive, Suite 620, Woodstock GA, 30189. One hundred percent of 
your funds will go to the family you specify. If you know of a special 
need in your community, e-mail aaeverydayangels@gmail.com

EVERYDAY

Travis is serving Woodstock as a policeman. Ramona 
has to stay at home to care for Ezra and daughters Amy 
and Ellen. Ramona also is a food photographer, and is 

in a training program to write a book with Proverbs 
31 Ministries. 

 “We are lucky to have Travis and the King 
family as part of the WPD family.  Travis is 
a great officer whose love for our community 
shines through each day,” Woodstock Chief of 
Police Calvin Moss said.  

  “The past two years have been filled with 
joyful memories and a wonderful quality 

of life, despite persistent tumor growth 
and grueling treatments. Ezra’s speech 

improves every day, and he is currently 
in intensive robotic therapy to regain 

use of his right extremities. We are 
told that he will continue to be 
partially blind and that it could 
grow worse,” Travis said. “We 
pray each day for a new drug to 

be developed that will shrink 
his brain tumor and put him 
on the cancer survivor list. As 
his tumor grows, he loses more 

functions and develops more 
issues. He teaches us every day 

how to be strong, how to persevere and 
how to have fun doing it.” 

 Needless to say, this family needs support 
from the community they serve. There is no 

limit to what parents will do to save their child, 
but the financial impact is overwhelming for them.  
The Woodstock Public Safety Department held a 
car show fundraiser at Woodstock First Baptist on 
Nov. 21 in support of the King family and Ezra, but 
more is needed.  We share with our compassionate 
county to rally around the King family to 
encourage them through this difficult battle.

Ezra’s dad says he teaches them every day 
how to be strong, how to persevere.
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BY CHEROKEE WOMEN’S HEALTH SPECIALISTS, PC

‘Tis the season to maximize your annual health insurance 
benefits and get the most from your benefits before the year’s 
end. Often, preventative care treatments are available to you 
with no copay or coinsurance.

If you’ve already satisfied your deductible, it’s the perfect time 
to get last minute screenings. Your deductible will automatically 
restart at the beginning of the year, meaning you’ll likely be 
paying out-of-pocket for those same procedures. So, now is the 
time to maximize your annual checkup. You’ll have your health 
care provider’s undivided attention – make the most of it.

Come prepared. 
When you schedule your appointment, make a list of 

questions and concerns you’d like to address. Going through 
your checklist at the start of your visit will ensure you get the 
most from your exam and that all your concerns are addressed.

Review your medical history. 
Filling out medical forms 5 minutes before your visit, can 

cause you to potentially leave off vital information. Doing your 
homework beforehand can give your doctor the information she 
needs to properly treat you. Include family members who have 
had cancer, heart disease, diabetes or other conditions that run 
in your family.

Your doctor’s office is a judgment-free zone.
Don’t be afraid to bring up uncomfortable topics such as 

weight, fertility or sexual health. You may not realize it, but your 
doctor could recognize your problem as a sign of something 
bigger. Small problems, like being slightly overweight can also 
increase your risk for illnesses, such as heart disease and certain 
cancers. Being open and honest with your doctor could help you 
set a plan for a better overall well-being.

Bring up age-related issues.
Even if you don’t have a family history of breast cancer, you 

should get a mammogram annually starting at the age of 40. 
Starting between 35-40, you also should have annual blood tests 
to check cholesterol and blood-sugar levels. After menopause, 
women should have thyroid tests every five years.

It’s not just physical.
Your emotional health is just as important as your physical 

well-being. Let your physician know if you’re not sleeping 
properly, you’re extra stressed or are feeling down. Your doctor 
might be able to suggest simple lifestyle changes that can 
benefit your emotional well-being.

Cherokee Women's Health Specialists PC has seven 
physicians with offices in Canton and Woodstock. 
770-720-7733. www.cherokeewomenshealth.com.  

Make the Most  
of Your Annual Exam

http://www.mrjunk1.com
http://www.rpmlandscapandpavers.com


Rob with Sugar, who is deaf and 
in need of a forever home.

What is the focus of DreamPost 
Films?

To create content that is inspiring and 
relevant to the world. I search out deep, 
intellectual, yet entertaining content that 
is full of human interest. We often work 
with nonprofits. We are in development of 
several documentaries and television projects 
intended to leave an impact on the world's 
communities and environment. 

 Why did you move to Woodstock? 
My wife, Sunny, is an actress and is aware 

of Atlanta’s growing film industry. The film 
business is booming here. Our extended 
families live in the Southeast, so we looked at 
various hubs and picked Woodstock because 
we fell in love with Towne Lake. It reminds 
us a lot of where we were living in California 
(Newbury Park).

 Tell us about Dr. Good Unleashed.
I met Dr. Good through Steve Monahan, 

the organizer of TEDx Dupree Park. Dr. 
Good was in the lineup and has been 
wanting to do a reality show. The goal of 
the show is to get every cat and dog that 
is adoptable into a home. The premise is to 
raise awareness by promoting the Homeless 
Pets Foundation, the Underhound Railroad 
and Pet Clubs of America in schools and 
introducing rescue groups.

 What is a fun story from filming  
Dr. Good Unleashed?

I met New Country 101.5 radio host 
Dallas, while shooting Pet of the Week with 
Dr. Good on her show. She told us about 
an injured cat that was hanging around her 
neighborhood. We brought in TrapKing 
(trapkinghuman.org) to catch the cat and 
bring it to Dr. Good. It’s paws were in very 
bad shape. Dr. Good had never seen anything 
like it, but treated the cat successfully for a 
few weeks, and Dallas ended up adopting the 
cat. (Episode Nos. 114, 115 and 117). As far 
as the most eye-opening moment from the 
show, it was when I found out about a big 
puppy mill bust a few years ago. (Episode No. 
116 on YouTube, "Dr. Good Unleashed.")

This dog, from 
Two Tailz Rescue 
(TwoTailzRescue.org) is 
desperately looking for 
a home. Her name is 
Sugar, and she is a Dogo 
Argentina. She is deaf 
and can read some sign 
language. She doesn’t 
bark. She walks well on 
a leash and loves to lean 
into people. She would 
be best as the only dog 
in the house.

Rob’s  Rob’s  
RescuesRescues

DreamPost Productions
dreampostproductions.com

I interviewed Jack Winch who is an award-winning cinematographer, actor and founder of 
DreamPost Productions. He started it in California in 1999 before moving to Woodstock. He is also the 
guy behind the Dr. Good Unleashed video series on YouTube, which he is hoping to take on national TV.  
I am on episodes Nos. 127, 128 and 132, and look for me in some more upcoming videos.

Rob Macmillan is on a mission to 
help shelter dogs and cats.  
www.robsrescues.com.  
On Facebook @robsrescues.

What are some charities you 
support? 

I try to look around for places that 
are making a difference, like Dr. Good’s 
Homeless Pets Foundation. I’ve worked 
with the Los Angeles Children's Hospital 
and Joan Rivers Foundation to name a few. 
I also produced the documentary about 
NOT being disabled, “Stilts and Spokes,” 
which is on Amazon Prime.

 
How can the community help you?

Honestly, we love the Woodstock community 
and the people who live here. It's a community 
that cares. The Cherokee County Animal 
Shelter is constantly adopting out cats and dogs, 
they are so active in the community and people 
respond. That tells me people care. There are 
several ways to help, including starting a Pet 
Club. We are excited to see where the future 
of pet rescue goes as we have the support of 
a major Hollywood studio right now, which 
means our little local YouTube show may be 
getting nationwide attention very soon. Please 
email me at: dreampost@yahoo.com if you have 
any questions or want to start a Pet Club. 

Rob with Sunny and Jack Winch of Dreampost 
Films and their dog Jenna.
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1 Innovation Way, Woodstock. 770-345-0600
www.freshstartcherokee.com. www.circuitwoodstock.com/events

FRESH START CHEROKEE @ FRESH START CHEROKEE @ 
THE CIRCUITTHE CIRCUIT

1 Million Cups Cherokee (1MC)  
Held in person, and on Facebook Live. The free, biweekly coffee 
gathering helps build startup communities on a grassroots level. 
Visit www.1millioncups.com/Cherokee for more details.  
Learning Community
Book study meets the second Thursday of the month at the 
Circuit, at 10:30 a.m.

IN WDSTKIN WDSTK
www.inwdstk.org

INFluence   
Meets the last Friday of each month, at 8 a.m. Breakfast is served. 
The event includes a brief presentation that focuses on updates 
given by greater Woodstock or Cherokee County officials on 
important issues, or services offered that affect the community. 
RSVP required. Special meeting for members only in December.   
Mastermind
The quarterly learning event provides information, and an 
opportunity for sharing ideas. Meets at The Chambers at City 
Center, 8534 Main St. RSVP required.
YPOW AM
Young Professionals of Woodstock meets 7-8:30 a.m. Thursdays 
at The Circuit, at One Innovation Way.  Reservations required to 
maintain social distancing. YPOW PM meets at the amphitheater. 

Around & About
DECEMBERDECEMBER

5-6 TedxDupreePark will be held 2-6 p.m. in a virtual 
format. The event was rescheduled from November. 

For more details and tickets, visit https://tedxdupreepark.com.

17-19 Wreaths will be placed on graves at the 
Georgia National Cemetery, part of a 

national effort to recognize those who have fought bravely in 
serving America. For more information, contact Tom Wilder, 
U.S. Navy Vietnam Veteran and Cemetery Council member,  
at 770-973-1422, or tom@wilder-realty.com.

21 A candlelight vigil at the homeless veteran statue  
in the Cherokee County Veterans Park is scheduled  

for sundown, 5:30 p.m., to commemorate the plight of 
more than 50,000 U.S. veterans who are homeless on any 
given night. To help, please contact Jim Lindenmayer at 
jlindenmayer80@gmail.com, or 678-983-7590.

31 The Rupert’s Orchestra will ring in the new  
year in Canton. www.DowntownCantonGA.com. 
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www.mustministries.org

MARIETTA · 1280 Field Pkwy
CANTON · 111 Brown Ind. Pkwy

CANNED MEATS 
PASTA SAUCE · BEANS 
CORN · GREEN BEANS 

CONDENSED SOUP 
CHUNKY SOUP · CHILI 
CANNED PASTA · MAC 
& CHEESE · BEEF STEW

Our urgent food supply 
is disappearing quickly!

Can you donate today?

http://www.mustministries.net
http://www.aroundaboutlocalmedia.com


Barbara P. Jacoby serves as 
chief communications officer 
for the Cherokee County 
School District, and is a CCSD 
parent with four children.

While parents are familiar with 
the two current main learning 
options for their children — in-
person learning and digital learning 
— Cherokee County School District 
(CCSD) has been a longtime 
leader in the broader concept of 
educational choice.

CCSD twice has earned national 
honors for its educational choice 
programs, which offer options for 
students in all grades.

Every February, CCSD opens 
applications for its reassignment 
process, which allows parents the 
choice to request a change from 
their child’s zoned school for the 
next school year. Parents can request 
reassignment for their child to 
any school on the open list, which 
includes all schools with capacity 
for more students. There is no fee 
to make this change, but school bus 
transportation is not provided.

As part of this process, parents can 
request their child attend one of the 
CCSD academies – either a STEM 
academy, or a fine arts academy. 

Hasty Elementary School 
Fine Arts Academy and Oak 
Grove Elementary School Fine 
Arts Academy use an integrated 
arts approach, meaning fine and 
performing arts concepts and skills 
are embedded into core academic 
lessons, which were designed with 
support and training from nationally 
recognized arts education experts. 
Students not only receive an 
outstanding traditional education 
in English language arts, math, 
science and social studies, they 
also gain more arts knowledge and 
appreciation than their peers.

The program at Ball Ground 
Elementary School STEM 
Academy, Clark Creek Elementary 
School STEM Academy, Holly 
Springs Elementary School STEM 
Academy, Knox Elementary 
School STEM Academy, and R.M. 
Moore Elementary School STEM 

Cherokee Families Have Educational Choices

Academy follows a similar model, 
as STEM enhances — but does not 
replace — core academics.  Students 
at these schools also participate 
in additional STEM learning 
during classes held in STEM labs, 
computer labs and makerspace labs, 
after-school activities, and through 
partnerships with STEM businesses.

Middle and high school parents 
additionally can choose to request 
reassignment for elective courses 
not offered at their child’s zoned 
school. Career education, fine arts 
and foreign language programs vary 
from school to school; for example, 
welding only is offered at Cherokee 
High School.

Students who would thrive 
on a different schedule also have 
choices. ACE Academy is CCSD’s 
alternative daytime middle and high 
school. While this program initially 
was designed to serve students on 
a long-term suspension from their 
zoned school, ACE also welcomes 
volunteers who prefer its work-at-
your-own pace schedule and option 
for early graduation. 

For many years, CCSD has offered 
an evening high school program 

BY BARBARA P. JACOBY

with a similar move-on-when-ready 
schedule. That program, known as 
Polaris, has reopened this school 
year as Mountain Education Charter 
High School — Cherokee. Housed 
at the Etowah East building on 
the Etowah High School campus, 
Mountain Ed is operated by a state 
charter school as a partner with 
CCSD. Mountain Ed offers the 
same benefits of Polaris, including 
being tuition-free, but additionally 
provides students with services, 
such as a dedicated mentor and a 
nightly free dinner catered by local 
restaurants.

Educational choice also is 
expanding in CCSD. While the 
current digital learning program 
is a temporary option due to the 
pandemic, work is underway to 
develop a permanent CCSD Virtual 
Academy with plans initially to serve 
grades 9-12 next school year.
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Keeping Tradition 
in Season of Change

As we approach the end of 2020, I’ve reflected on how 
much has changed, possibly for years to come, while also 
thinking about how much I have been forced to grow. I’m 
sure it’s the same for you. So much has changed, yet we can’t 
miss the opportunity to explore how much we have grown as 
a community.

One thing I’ve heard fellow community members talk about 
is the idea of holiday traditions changing. Maybe you can’t 
throw the huge party you typically have at the end of the year, 
or see certain family members to help keep them safe, or visit 
Santa Claus. 

I’m happy to let you know that at Elm Street, we are changing 
a lot this holiday season to keep a tradition going so you can see 

“A Christmas Carol.” We will 
host the show on our outside 
stage on the Event Green, 
with tables distanced safely 
10 feet apart. Additionally, we 
will have wait staff to limit 
contact, so you can stay seated 
and enjoy the show. There will 
be sanitation stations available 
around the venue, including 
at your table.

This may sound like a lot 
of change and still call it a 
tradition. After all, we don’t 
get to go to the theater, so to 
speak. We won’t be able to 
feel the anticipation as the 
lights dim when the show is 

about to start or take pictures with Scrooge after the show. It is 
true there will be many changes to this holiday classic.

However, I challenge you to reconsider the actual traditions. 
Was the tradition ever in the lights dimming? No, the real 
tradition is sharing a moment with your family over a story of 
giving. The tradition is in laughing along with Scrooge dancing in 
his pajamas - because you feel it is the first time he has laughed 
in awhile (maybe that applies to you, as well). It is watching your 
kids get a little spooked by the Ghost of Marley, only to get a good 
belly laugh at the Ghost of Christmas Present. It is our hearts 
changing just a little every year when we collectively remember 
that even someone like Scrooge can have a change of heart.

Even in the midst of change, chaos and uncertainty, traditions 
- true traditions - will live on. We hope you can join us! 

BY CHRISTOPHER BRAZELTON

Christopher Brazelton, a Florida State University graduate, 
is the executive director of Elm Street Cultural Arts Village. 

A scene from the 2019 production. 
Photo by Lauren Cibene.

UPCOMING AT ELM STREET

ELMSTREETARTS.ORG | 678.494.4251

DEC 18-24 
FRI AT 7:30PM

SAT-THURS AT 2:30PM
*No Monday performance

The Holiday Tradition Returns!

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

AN OPEN AIR CONCERT
PRODUCTION ON THE

ELM STREET EVENT GREEN!

FINISH THE YEAR
ON A HIGH NOTE!

“Gather and sing of this glorious thing known as
Christmas together” with our annual holiday musical!

  
TABLES SEATING UP TO 6 & 8 - 

BRING THE FAMILY TOGETHER!
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http://www.elmstreetarts.org
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Student Named 
to State Advisory 
Council

Woodstock High 
School junior Fawzan 
Khan is among 64 high 
school and middle school 
students from Georgia 
selected for the State 
School Superintendent’s 
2020-21 Student 
Advisory Council. The students were chosen by 
state school Superintendent Richard Woods from 
more than 1,400 applications based on their essay 
about improving public education.

The council will meet with Woods throughout 
the school year, beginning with a virtual meeting 
this month, to talk about the impact of state 
policies in the classroom.

“Now more than ever, it is essential that I 
receive feedback directly from students on their 
educational experience,” Woods said. “My Student 
Advisory Council has been an invaluable part of 
my decision-making process for the last six years, 
and I am looking forward to meeting with the 
2020-21 Council soon.”

Fawzan Khan

School News
Farm Bureau Holds  

Art and Essay Contests

The Georgia Farm Bureau (GFB) is accepting entries for its 
2021 Georgia Farm Bureau high school art contest and middle 
school essay contest.

The art contest is open to all public, private and homeschool 
students in ninth through 12th grades. Students are asked 
to draw scenes depicting one of the almost 80 Georgia Farm 
Bureau certified markets located across the state. If you can’t 
visit a certified market in person, select a market from www.
gfb.ag/CertifiedFarmMarket to illustrate, or visit the market’s 
website or social media account for inspiration. 

Finished artwork must be on 8.5- by 11-inch white paper 
and should be created in the colors black, white and gray. 
Contestants may use a variety of media to create their artwork 
including graphite, charcoal, pastel, chalk, colored pencil, pen-
and-ink, ballpoint pen or mixed media appropriate for printing. 
Only one entry per person. Multiple entries will be disqualified. 
Previous state winners are not eligible.

“The purpose of the Farm Bureau Art Contest is to 
encourage students to creatively explore Georgia agriculture” 
said Molly Childs, Cherokee County Farm Bureau Women’s 
Committee Chairman. “By asking the students to illustrate a 
Georgia Farm Bureau Certified Farm Market, we are giving 
the students an opportunity to visit a working farm and see 
agriculture in action.” 

Drawings will be judged on how well the artwork represents 
modern agriculture in Cherokee County or Georgia, and 
artistic merit. To enter the contest, students should contact 
the Cherokee County Farm Bureau for an official entry form 
and contest rules. All entries must be received at the Cherokee 
County Farm Bureau office by Feb. 26. The winning artwork will 
be printed in a calendar distributed by Georgia Farm Bureau to 
promote agriculture.  

The essay contest is open to sixth- seventh- and eighth-
grade students who attend public or private schools, or are 
homeschooled. Students may enter in the county where they 
live or attend school, but not both. The topic for this year’s essay 
is how GFB certified farm markets, and agritourism in general, 
benefit farmers and consumers.   

Teachers interested in having their students participate should 
contact the Cherokee County Farm Bureau for an official entry 
form and contest rules. Students or parents may also contact 
their local county Farm Bureau at 770-479-1481 ext. 0 for 
entry information. All entries must be received at the Cherokee 
County Farm Bureau office by Feb. 26.    

Both contests are coordinated by the Georgia Farm Bureau 
Women’s Leadership Committee. For more information, contact 
the Cherokee County Farm Bureau office at 770-479-1481, ext. 0. 

City Awards Grant  
To Local Students

The City of Woodstock awarded a one-time 
grant to the Cherokee County School District to 
allow them to purchase additional mobile Wi-Fi 
hotspot connectivity devices for schools that serve 
students who live in the City of Woodstock. 

The devices will be distributed by the school 
system to schools serving children who live in 
city limits engaged in digital learning. The grant 
is offered as a result of a reallocation of funding 
that was reimbursed through the CARES Act.  

“Many families in our city are facing hardship 
due to the coronavirus pandemic and we don’t 
want any student in the city of Woodstock to not 
have the tools they need to be successful,” said 
Mayor Donnie Henriques.
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• The business.  
Express Pack N Ship is a community-based 

shipping center, providing Cherokee County with 
access to affordable domestic and international 
shipping services. The in-store workstation gives 
customers access to a computer to fulfill all of their 
business and personal needs, including printing, 
copying, scanning and faxing. Other services 
customers can take advantage of include notary, 
virtual mailboxes and access to an Amazon locker. 
A locker is a secure, self-service kiosk that allows 
customers to pick up packages at a place and time 
convenient to them — even evenings and weekends. 
No need to worry about a package being left on a 
front porch at a private residence. 

• The difference.   
Express Pack N Ship offers a more personalized 

approach to the services provided. The goal is 
to transition to a digital platform, making those 
services more accessible to everyone in Cherokee and 
surrounding counties. In-store merchandising and 
affiliate programs give customers access to products 
and services that can enhance their daily lives. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHTIN THE SPOTLIGHT

“I came to sign paperwork for our new PostScan 
mailbox. Bevan was fantastic! Patient and cheery, 
as he helped us work through a complex setup on 
our account. A very good experience.” - Asha L. 

6234 Old Highway 5, Suite D-9 
Woodstock, GA 30188 

678-504-5676 
www.expresspacknships.com

www.facebook.com/expresspacknships

http://www.fbellc.net


Canyons
American
335 Chambers St.
678-494-8868
www.canyonsfresh.com

Century House Tavern
Modern American
125 E Main St.  
770-693-4552
www.centuryhousetavern.com

Copper Coin Coffee
American
400 Chambers St.  
470-308-6914
www.coppercoinwoodstock.com

Freight Kitchen & Tap
Southern
251 E. Main St.  
770-924-0144 
www.freightkitchen.com

Gyro Aegean Grill
Greek/Mediterranean 
180 Towne Lake Parkway
770-485-5236 
https://gyroageangrill.com/
 
Habanero’s Taqueria
Mexican 
9550 Main St. 
678-498-8243 
www.habanerostaqueria.com

Ice Martini & Sushi Bar
Tapas/Sushi
380 Chambers St.
770-672-6334
www.icemartinibar.com

Ipps Pastaria & Bar
Italian
8496 Main St.  
770-517-7305
www.ippspastaria.com

J Christopher’s
Diner
315 Chambers St. 
770-592-5990
www.jchristophers.com

J Miller’s Smokehouse
BBQ & Southern Sandwiches 
150 Towne Lake Parkway 
770-592-8295 
www.jmillerssmokehouse.com

Mad Life Studios
Southern
8722 Main St. 
www.madlifestageandstudios.com

Partners II Pizza
Pizza
8600 Main St. 
678-224-6907 
www.partnerspizza.com/woodstock-ga

Pure Taqueria
Mexican
405 Chambers St. 
770-952-7873
www.puretaqueria.com/woodstock

Prime 120
Steakhouse
120 Chambers St. 
770-800-8049
www.prime120steakhouse.com

Reel Seafood
Seafood
8670 Main St. 
770-627-3006
www.reel-seafood.com

Rootstock
Wine bar & Tapas 
8558 Main St. 
770 -544-9009
www.rootstocknow.com

Salt Factory Pub 
Gastropub
8690 Main St.  
678-903-6225
www.saltfactorypub.com/woodstock

Semper Fi Bar and Grille
American
9770 Main St.  
770-672-0026
www.semperfibarandgrille.com

Tea Leaves & Thyme
English Tea room
8990 Main St.  
770-516-2609 
www.tealeavesandthyme.com

The Daily Draft Tap Room 
and Bar
American
8594 Main St.
770-783-2799
thedailydraft.net

Truck & Tap
Variety of Food trucks
8640 Main St.  
770-702-1670 
www.truckandtap.com 

Vingenzo’s
Italian
105 E. Main St.  
770-924-9133
www.vingenzos.com

Downtown Woodstock Dining
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Woodstock Area Homes Sold in October
List Price Address Subdivision Beds Full Baths Yr Built Sales Price Days On Market

850,000 221 Johnston Farm Lane Woodstock Knoll 6 5 2016 805,000 9
769,900 174 Brighton Boulevard South on Main 4 4 2020 828,357 0
769,900 176 Brighton Boulevard South on Main 4 4 2020 821,962 0
759,900 164 Brighton Boulevard South on Main 4 4 2020 769,900 61
699,000 304 Harvest View Terrace Overlook at Woodstock Knoll 6 5 2016 699,000 1
646,000 208 Johnston Farm Lane Overlook At Woodstock Knoll 5 4 2016 646,000 25
615,000 118 Gardenia Trail Vaughn Estates 4 3 2019 602,800 382
599,900 265 Dawson Drive South on Main 4 3 2020 599,900 36
599,900 3056 Trickum Road Cottages at Trickum 5 4 2020 633,000 140
599,000 129 Olde Heritage Way Olde Heritage 4 4 2006 580,000 3
595,000 108 Foxtail Road Longleaf Woodstock 4 3 2018 587,500 11
559,550 132 Meadow Mill Road Inwood 4 3 2019 520,330 388
539,900 117 Mountainside Drive Mountain Park Overlook 4 3 2019 496,000 144
539,000 407 Olde Heritage Circle Olde Heritage 5 4 2008 528,000 56
525,000 123 Olde Heritage Way Olde Heritage 4 3 2006 525,000 3
525,000 371 Heritage Overlook Olde Heritage 5 4 2016 510,000 5
514,900 426 Hathaway Avenue Haney Walk 5 4 2017 498,000 27
513,310 125 Meadow Mill Road Inwood 4 3 2019 519,770 101
498,000 144 Foxtail Road Longleaf Woodstock 3 3 2020 489,000 7
490,000 1946 TRIPP Road none 4 3 2001 490,000 10
489,000 326 Heritage Overlook Olde Heritage 4 3 2007 489,000 2
488,000 410 Crestline Way Olde Heritage 5 5 2016 485,000 6
484,900 169 Inwood Walk Inwood 4 3 2017 482,900 0
475,000 250 Rope Mill Road Mill Park 4 3 2007 439,000 250
449,900 2800 Billings Road Acreage 3 1 1962 425,000 448
449,900 1764 Grand Oaks Drive Oakhurst 5 4 2014 449,900 29
435,000 553 Rokeby Drive Wynchase 4 3 2017 432,000 21
419,000 121 Wood Hollow Drive Woodhaven Court 3 2 2017 408,000 4
415,000 401 Crestline Way Olde Heritage 4 3 2007 400,000 6
400,000 164 Cornerstone Circle Cornerstone Park Phase Two 5 4 2013 395,000 1
399,800 407 Northpark Lane Highland Park 4 3 2018 380,000 149
398,300 739 Parkside Drive Arbor View 4 3 1999 398,300 0
395,000 240 Edinburgh Lane Wynchase 4 3 2008 395,000 3
389,900 418 Windsong Way Serenade 5 2 2002 385,000 13
385,000 139 Stoney Creek Parkway Stoney Creek 4 3 2016 380,000 13
385,000 157 Stoney Creek Parkway Stoney Creek 4 3 2015 379,000 9
349,900 1027 Wiley Bridge Road None 5 4 1986 340,000 19
345,000 204 Cornerstone Circle Cornerstone Estates 4 3 2012 334,000 22
344,900 5595 Vaughn Road none 5 3 1999 339,000 22
339,900 4003 Pondview Court Gunners Pond 3 3 1979 335,000 18
337,500 1476 Willow Bend Willow Tree 3 2 1988 340,000 2
335,000 115 Woodview Court Arbor View 4 2 2002 330,000 145
335,000 402 Waverly Place Wynchase 3 2 2008 325,000 34
331,900 105 Blackberry Court Walnut Creek 5 3 1998 336,900 113
320,000 220 Forest Way East Cherokee Village 3 2 1984 300,000 20
319,000 411 Village View Woodstock Village 4 3 2015 310,000 12
299,900 869 Oxford Drive Waverly Park 5 3 1996 306,000 0
295,000 103 Brookstone Trace Briarwood 4 3 1995 305,000 3
290,000 125 Aspen Court Valley Brook 4 3 1994 290,000 1
289,000 123 Wiley Bridge Court Wiley Bridge Junction 4 3 1986 293,000 3
285,000 120 Rusk Street N/A 3 2 1974 254,140 1
285,000 261 Highland Village Lane Highland Village 3 2 2012 280,000 37
282,000 517 Mullein Trace Woodlands 3 2 2003 285,000 1
279,900 3026 Ridgepoint Lane Westridge 3 2 1996 281,425 1
275,000 165 Weatherstone Drive Weatherstone 3 2 1998 275,000 1
275,000 309 Sam Cobb Place Weatherstone 3 2 2002 275,000 4
265,000 179 Village Trail Woodstock Village 3 2 2014 268,000 14
265,000 141 River Marsh Lane River Plantation 3 2 1998 262,500 28
265,000 522 Drifton Way Park at Kingsgate 3 2 2000 275,000 4
250,000 231 Apple Branch Drive Applewood 5 3 1983 250,000 3
250,000 172 Weatherstone Drive Weatherstone 3 2 1999 260,000 3
250,000 235 Abercorn Way Cottages of Woodstock 2 2 2007 249,000 10
249,000 227 Woodglen Drive Woodglen 3 2 1982 190,000 6
242,000 2071 Crestview Way West Ridge 3 2 1995 247,000 1
240,000 119 Pioneer Drive Other 3 2 1978 220,000 73
239,900 221 Apple Branch Drive Applewood 3 2 1982 232,000 7
239,900 1395 Chatley Way Wellington Manor 3 2 1989 245,000 2
235,000 802 W Bramble Oak Drive Bramble Oak 3 2 1979 225,000 6
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ANIMALS/PETS

Cherokee County Animal Shelter 43 
 www.cherokeega-animals.org 

ATTORNEYS/LEGAL SERVICES

Capovilla & Williams Cover, 28-29 
 404-496-7674 
 www.georgiacaseteam.com 

Imbriale Injury Law 25 
 678-445-7423 
 www.imbrialeinjury.com

Tidwell Strimban Injury Lawyers 37 
 678-999-8500 
 www.tidwellstrimban.com

Williams | Elleby 5 
 833-LEGALGA 
 (833-534-2542) 
 www.gatrialattorney.com

AUDIOLOGY

At Home Hearing 9, 26 
 Dr. Jan Henriques, 770-325-3763

North Georgia Audiology & Hearing 
Aid Center 37  
 770-726-8948 
 www.YourHearingLink.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Hardline Customs 3 
 770-675-8115 
 www.hardlineind.com

Polished Peach Car Wash 7  
 770-592-8102 
 www.polishedpeachcarwash.com

Woodstock Quality Paint & Body 41 
 770-926-3898 
 

BEAUTY SALON & SPA

A New You Skin & Body Clinic 9 
 678-739-0040 
 www.anewyouclinic.com

MOOD Salon 31 
 678-653-8444 
 www.moodsalonwoodstock.com

Salon Gloss 11 
 678-483-8900 
 www.salongloss.biz

Salon & Spa Venéssa 16 
 770-591-2079 
 www.salonvenessa.com

BUSINESS SUPPORT

Express Pack N Ship 9, 51 
 678-504-5676 
 www.expresspacknships.com

Innovation Spot, The Inside front 
 770-262-3668 
 www.theinnovationspot.com

INWDSTK 31 
 inwdstk.org/events 

CREDIT UNION

LGE Community Credit Union 39 
 770-424-0060 
 www.lgeccu.org

DENTAL/ORTHODONTICS

Dentistry for Woodstock,  
Dr. Bruce Fink 1 
 770-926-0000 
 www.dentistryforwoodstock.com 

Gentle Dental Care/Georgia Dental  
Implant Center Inside back 
 770-926-2784 
 www.georgiadic.com

Smile Doctors by Williams Orthodontics 42 
 Woodstock: 770-592-5554 
 Canton: 770-345-4155 
 www.smiledoctors.com

ToothTown Pediatric Dentistry 33 
 470-523-8090 
 www.toothtownpd.com

EDUCATION/TRAINING/TUTORING

Chattahoochee Technical College 27 
 770-528-4545 
 www.chattahoocheetech.edu 

Piano Lessons by Ralph Iossa 41 
 973-519-6863 
 www.woodstockpianolessons.com

ENTERTAINMENT

Cherokee Theatre Company 43 
 770-591-0282 
 www.cherokeetheatre.org 

Elm Street Cultural Arts Village 49 
 678-494-4251 
 www.elmstreetarts.org 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Citadel Professional Services, LLC 27 
 770-952-6707 
 www.citadelwealthcare.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Woodstock Funeral Home 
and Cremations 27 
 770-926-3107  
 www.woodstockfuneralhome.com

HOME AND GARDEN

Bryan Plumbing Services 9 
 770-826-5277 

For advertising rates and information 
Patty Ponder 770-615-3322  
Patty@AroundaboutMagazines.comDecember 2020

Advertisers
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Dayco Systems Heating & Cooling 26 
 770-336-7888 
 www.daycosystems.com

Foundation Business Enterprises 51 
 678-919-1991 
 www.fbellc.net

Mr. Junk 45 
 678-MR-Junk1 (675-8651) 
 www.mrjunk1.com

RPM Landscape & Pavers 45 
 770-597-5175 
 www.rpmlandscapeandpavers.com

NAIL SALON

Main Street Nail Studio 13 
 770-928-2662

PHOTOGRAPHY

J. King Images 33 
 404-384-2794 
 www.jkingimages.com 

 PHYSICIANS AND MEDICAL SERVICES 

Governors MedSpa and Concierge  
Medicine 3, 25 
www.governorsmedicine.com

REAL ESTATE& RELATED SERVICES

Atlanta Communities, Shonna Sherrill 3 
 c: 678-634-5581 
 o: 770-240-2005  
 www.shonnasherrill.com 

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 
Tomlinson Team, The  13 
 www.thetomlinsonteam.com 

Capital Mortgage Solutions 5 
 770-450-9717 
 www.cmshomeloans.com

Keller Williams, The Premier  
Group Back cover 
 678-494-0102 
 www.tpgsells.com

RESTAURANTS 

JD's Bar-B-Que 1 
 678-445-7730 
 www.jdsbbq.com

Rootstock 16 
 www.rootstocknow.com

Susto's Taco Bar 21 
 Restaurant: 678-400-8131 
 Catering: 678-400-8160 
 www.sustostacobar.com

RETAILERS/ SHOPPING

Cotton Mill Exchange 16 
 770-992-9294 
 www.cottonmillexchange.net

Golf Cars of Canton 21 
 678-880-1156 
 www.golfcarsofcanton.com 

Neighborhood Nest, The 21 
 770-485-5898 
 www.theneighborhoodnestga.com

Wild Birds Unlimited 16 
 770-928-3014 
 www.wbu.com/woodstock

SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS

MUST Ministries 47 
 www.mustministries.org 

Next Step Ministries 25 
 770-592-1227 
 www.nextstepministries.net
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Around Woodstock 
Distribution Map
Circulation: 16,500

At Aroundabout Local Media, 
we believe the world functions 
at the community level: diverse 
groups of people living in close 
proximity, sharing commonality 
of culture, values and local pride, 
developing safety nets for those 
in need, and helping each other 
to live richer lives.

It is our heartfelt desire to 
contribute to the fabric that 
helps make a community 
happen. Through our magazines, 
we aim to provide everyone in 
the communities we serve with 
uplifting, interesting information 
about the community they are 
proud to call home.

We encourage you to send 
us your photos, ideas, stories 
or anything else you think the 
community would like to know 
about. It’s your community. It’s 
your magazine. Look on page 6 
for our contact information. 

Since 1996, we have brought relevant, uplifting and reader-driven content to readers. We publish Around Acworth, 
Around Canton, Around Woodstock and TowneLaker. We look forward to serving you, our readers and advertisers,  

every month.  Thank you for your continued support and participation in making this truly your community magazine.
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Looking for a stress-free way to sell your home?

vNo Showings

vNo Repairs

vAgent Representation

Visit tpgcashoffers.com to request your home’s value and 
compare if a traditional sale or cash sale meets your needs.

For more info, contact The Premier 
Group (TPG) 

Main Office at 8604 Main St., Downtown 
Woodstock TPGsells.com

678-494-0102

Copyright 2020 Keller Williams Realty, Inc. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  Conditions 
may apply. Equal opportunity housing provider. Each office is independently owned and operated.

678-494-0102
www.TPGsells.com

REALTY PARTNERS

CALL US today for a CASH OFFER!

Search for your next home at TPGsells.com

Interest rates make purchasing a new home 
in 2020 a great value!  Call us to learn more.

Kris McKeeth

http://www.tpgsells.com
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