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No Apologies 

I once took relationship advice from Eric Segal’s Love Story in which the phrase “love means 

never having to say you’re sorry” is oft repeated. Shockingly, my wife was unimpressed and 

explained to me the error of my silence. I now know that quite the contrary, love is often 

predicated on the ability to apologize and show remorse.  More so, apologizing and asking 

forgiveness can help strengthen a relationship.  

However, what’s fundamentally important in a loving relationship may be detrimental in 

other areas of life. Often, an apology is insincere and is meant to weaken the innocent victim 

and strengthen the guilty. It doesn’t matter if it is Muslim apologists who downplay 

radicalism by claiming the majority of Muslims are peaceful or Christian apologists who 

downplay the involvement of high ranking clergy in the sexual abuse scandal. It doesn’t 

matter if it is ignoring or excusing the violence of Antifa, the KKK, or other groups that seek 

to justify heinous and despicable crimes against humanity. An apology should be limited to 

those who you have wronged but not to ingratiate yourself to those who have wronged 

others. 

We all make choices. Some moral and ethical dilemmas we find repugnant while others we 

find easier to tolerate. Rosh Hashanah, the day of judgement is around the corner, and it 

behooves us to make a checklist articulating what we truly stand for. What is the line in the 

sand that you won’t cross regardless of social pressure and stigmas? Below I have 

enumerated my personal selections that I hope I will have the strength of conviction to 

uphold. 

1. I will never apologize for practicing what I believe to be correct even when others 

vehemently disagree with my position.  

2. I will never be shamed into accepting a view that I find unacceptable just because 

society has deemed that view as politically correct.  

3. Majority plays a role only in clarifying a doubt. Thus, I will not blindly follow the 

majority when I have no doubt. (If I would, there would be no Jews or Judaism.) 

4. I will never apologize for supporting Israel’s nation-state law which specifies that 

Israel is a nation state for Jewish people and that Hebrew is its official language. (I 



never realized the obvious was so controversial). Oh - I almost forgot it also states 

that the Israeli flag is blue and white with a Magen David, the emblem of the state is a 

Menorah, and the National Anthem is Hatikvah. (Now at least I know why it’s 

controversial.) 

5. I will never apologize for supporting Israel’s unique democracy which gives a special 

status to to those of the Jewish faith. (No, not all democracies are exactly the same or 

based on the American system.) 

6. I will never apologize for supporting the right of all people to live in Israel regardless 

of race, creed, religion and color. Yudenrein was and is unacceptable; Muslimrein or 

Christianrein are equally unacceptable.  

7. I will never apologize for accepting the Torah as God’s word even though I personally 

find certain rulings and dictums difficult to fathom.  

8. I will never use the Torah as a justification of the intolerance of others. The fact that 

the Torah prohibits an action does not equate with the Torah condemning the human 

being that violates that precept. Christianity did not invent the concept of a loving 

god, they merely embellished what was already a central theme of Judaism.  

9. I will never apologize for millennia of orthodox Jewish traditions and practices that 

have secured a diaspora people with a framework to endure the ravages of exile. Why 

not change with the times I hear you ask? When I consider that our ancient traditions 

have succeeded beyond anyone’s expectations in keeping our collective dreams and 

aspirations alive, I don’t have the audacity or chutzpah to exchange them.  

10. I will never apologize for being a human being and thus subject to human tendencies. 

I will not blame myself for past errors, I will only fault myself for not remedying past 

mistakes when I became aware of them. Hopefully, I will merit to continuously 

redefine who I am and the direction of my moral compass. I am not a pre-programmed 

robot with a given set of thoughts. I believe that God created mankind to think and 

allow those thoughts to constantly evolve. My current philosophical outlook on life is 

vastly different to the way I thought in my 20’s and 30’s and I pray that my thoughts 

and ideas continue developing for many more years. Some may call it wavering or 

inconsistency; I call it personal development and growth.  

 

Our sages write that if we could reduce the entire Torah to only one rule it would be The 

Golden Rule: Love your fellow man as you love yourself. We can understand the need to love 

other people, but why is it so important to love yourself? Perhaps the unique relationship we 

have with ourselves can serve as a guide to teach us how to love others. Despite regrets we 

may have for the hurt we may have caused others, or shame we may feel for egregious 

behaviors, it is important that we learn from our mistakes, forgive ourselves, and love and 

care for ourselves. Because if we can love ourselves unconditionally, we will be better able 

to love others in all their complexity. 

Shabbat Shalom,  

Rabbi Jack Engel 


