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So, What’s New? 

President Trump made an announcement that will change the course of history. He stated 
unequivocally that Jerusalem is the Capital of Israel and that the US Embassy will be in 
Jerusalem. He made a proclamation that every Jew has already known since 1967 and that 
many countries will outwardly condemn.  

It can be guaranteed that our enemies and so-called friends will be animated in their 
collective hostility. Muslim nations will threaten violence against western soft targets and 
will burn American flags. The European Union will feign horror and discuss how catastrophic 
and unfair this proclamation is to the Palestinians. The pope has already chimed in about 
how important it is to leave the status quo in place and not preempt the final borders of a 
future Palestinian state.  Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan called the potential move 
a "red line for Muslims;" Bekir Bozdag, his deputy prime minister, said the move could 
"plunge the region and the world into a fire with no end in sight." 

PLO Executive Committee Member Hanan Ashrawi strongly condemned the move, saying 
that “despite repeated words of advice and caution from all concerned and from global 
leaders, President Trump seems to be hell-bent on annihilating the chances of peace and 
destroying the stability and security of the entire region and beyond, provoking violence and 
playing into the hands of extremists and terrorists around the world.” So, what else is new? 
It is not newsworthy to write that those who oppose Israel and the Jewish people condemn 
the president’s speech. Sadly, they don’t require much to try and delegitimize Israel and the 
Jewish people, and they have little love for President Trump. Erdogan has threatened to 
break off relations with Israel immediately after he reestablished relations and has had 
continuous struggles trying to straddle westernized values and moving his country towards 
Sharia law.  

However, I have greater concern with our friends than our enemies. Rabbi Rick Jacobs, 
president of Union for Reform Judaism, said: “While we share the president’s belief that the 
US embassy should, at the right time, be moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, we cannot 
support his decision to begin preparing that move now, absent a comprehensive plan for a 
peace process.”  

https://www.upi.com/topic/Recep_Tayyip_Erdogan/
https://urj.org/


I strongly disagree with Rabbi Jacobs. I have a problem with philosophies that encourage the 
smoker to quit, but to wait a few more years until their demons disappear or their 
psychological battle improves. I have a problem encouraging a diabetic to reduce their sugar 
and lose weight, but to wait a few years until their personal life improves. Or encouraging a 
drug addict to seek treatment for his addiction in a few years when he is a little better 
prepared for the difficulties associated with remission.  I believe that there will never be a 
good time for Rabbi Jacobs. 

Even our so called pro-Israel politicians joined the condemnation. Ron Klein, a former 
congressman from Florida and chairman of the Jewish Democratic Council of America, said 
he recognized Israel’s right to choose its own capital but many other issues needed to be 
addressed. “I would like the president to be unequivocally clear on a two-state solution, 
which he has not been in the past.” While Mr. Klein certainly has a right to his opinion, I 
somehow doubt that discussing all other issues for the next 40 or 50 years will ever bring a 
satisfactory resolution.  The prevailing attitudes of past administrations unfortunately have 
not resulted in a lasting and peaceful coexistence. I find it quite intriguing that a president 
had the courage of his conviction and did what he said he would do during the campaign. I 
am fearful of a president who vacillates out of fear of affronting the sensitivities of someone 
or some country. 

Independent Senator Bernie Sanders also spoke out.  He warned: “There’s a reason why all 
past US administrations have avoided making this move, and why leaders from all over the 
world, including a group of former Israeli ambassadors, have warned Trump against doing 
it: It would dramatically undermine the prospects for an Israeli-Palestinian peace 
agreement, and severely, perhaps irreparably, damage the United States’ ability to broker 
that peace. “What the US should be doing now is bringing adversaries in the Middle East 
together to seek common solutions, not exacerbating tensions in this highly volatile region.” 

Well Mr. Sanders, let me remind you that your policies failed to attract sufficient support to 
win the nomination. The American people have spoken when they voted for a President who 
was clear in his intent on moving the embassy.  I would be remiss if I ignored Bernie’s stellar 
support for Israel in the past. Can we really imagine that Bernie had an epiphany and has 
returned to the fold? Maybe suddenly, he decided to worry about what is in the best interest 
of Israel?  

I somehow find it quite concerning that the opinions of our friends mirror the wording of the 
Iranian foreign ministry. They strongly denounced the US administration for its decision to 
relocate its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and recognize Jerusalem al-Quds as the 
capital of the occupying regime of Israel. In a Wednesday statement issued immediately after 
President Trump’s statement on Jerusalem al-Quds as Israel’s capital, the foreign ministry 
said the decision stands in stark violation of all international resolutions. 

I think the president summed it up best. “After more than two decades of waivers, we are no 
closer to a lasting peace agreement between Israel and the Palestinians. It would be folly to 
assume that repeating the exact same formula would now produce a different or better 
result.” My prophetic insights are severely limited and thus I can only rely on tarot card to 
know what will happen tomorrow. I do, however, agree with the president’s sentiments. If 
the world would truly seek peace, we must alter the direction that has brought nothing but 

https://www.hklaw.com/ron-klein/
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/sanders-statement-on-trumps-plan-to-recognize-jerusalem-as-the-capital-of-israel


war. If a crisis develops in the aftermath of the statement, I would contest that the crisis was 
imminent and the statement was an excuse to further an agenda of delegitimizing Israel.   

So, what else is new you ask? Bitcoin is over $14,000; the stock market is in record territory 
and Eli manning is once again starting as quarterback. And if that fails to stimulate your 
optimism, I also believe other countries will follow the example of the United States and build 
their embassies in Jerusalem, the eternal capital of the State of Israel. 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rabbi Jack Engel   

  

  

 


