Beit Rayim
Triennial Reading
Genesis 17:1 - 17:27
(Etz Hayim, p.89)
Haftarah
Isaiah 40:27 - 41:16
(Etz Hayim, p.95)

October 19 - 20, 2018
10 - 11 Cheshvan 5779

Bar Mitzvah
of
Ethan Gal
Candle Lighting
6:09 p.m.
Mincha/Kabbalat
Shabbat
Friday, October 19
Services at Viva
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services
Saturday, October 20
9:00 a.m. (GCC)
Havdalah
after 7:10 p.m.

Sunday Minyan
Sunday, October 21

Kimel Family Education Centre

Beit Midrash
8:30 a.m.

Rabbi
Joshua Corber

Parshat Lech Lecha
פרשת לך־לך

Welcome to Beit Rayim

ברוכים הבאים

Rabbi’s Spotlight
As I disseminate these weekly bits and pieces of my brain, you will now begin to see a wider variety of
subjects. Some of them, as I stated previously, will be from Taryag Mitzvot, the 613 Commandments based
on Sefer HaKhinukh, others will be about important Jewish scholars, and some will be about general
subjects of knowledge.
One area which is in great need of disambiguation is the subject of Kabbalah, a term which has come to
mean the study of Jewish mysticism in general. The word Kabbalah comes from the root  קבלto receive.
Generally, this term is used to refer to the whole Jewish tradition and practice which we have received from
our ancestors. In recent centuries it has been applied somewhat exclusively to Jewish mysticism. David
Sheinkin (z”l) author of Path of the Kabbalah suggests that this term denotes a meditative technique used to
elicit prophetic, intuitive wisdom which we receive from higher worlds.
Jewish mysticism, according to traditional sources, began even before Abraham. Sefer Raziel purports itself
to have been transmitted to Adam through angelic beings. Our purpose is not to evaluate the veracity of
statements like these. The earliest known mystical texts which have been confirmed by academic sources
are a series of documents which comprise the Maaseh Merkavah and Maaseh Bereshit, which outline
meditative and magical techniques. During the Mishnaic and Talmudic period (100-600 CE) we get two
important texts: the Hekhalot and Sefer Yetzirah, which are similar to the texts which precede them. During
the Gaonic/Late Rabbinic age (600-800 CE), the only major innovations are the development of a complex
angelology and the Ba’alei Shem individuals who would derive ‘synthetic names of G-d’ by manipulating
scripture and other holy text. In the early Middle Ages (800-1300) we see the development of Abulafian
Mysticism, which focuses on specific meditation techniques based on the Hebrew letters.
At the end of the 13th century (roughly 1290) the Sefer HaZohar, the Book of Radiance, is published. This is
an extensive collection of mystically themed texts—gathered from numerous Spanish and French scholars—
which model themselves after the Midrash and Talmud and speak in very cryptic, poetic and symbolic
language.thThe publication of this book marks the formal beginning of what we can call Kabbalah.
In the 16 century, when the teachings of the Zohar were already well-known among Jewish mystics, there
arose a scholar by the name of R. Isaac Luria. He, along with this teacher R. Moshe Cordovero, has been
displaced by the Spanish Inquisition and ended up in Tzfat in Ottoman Palestine. Rav Luria expounded upon
the meaning of the Zohar such that it became explicit and understandable to its readers. His
interpretations—Lurianic Kabbalah—influenced all of the work to come after.
Rabbinic authorities, fearing the dangers of Kabbalah, forced it underground where it remained for around
two hundred years. Eventually, a young man, R. Isaac Eliezer (The Ba’al Shem Tov) rose to prominence in
Ukraine, and founded modern Hasidism, a movement which liberated Judaism from what it claimed were
the shackles of Talmudism and Orthodoxy.

Assistant Cantor
Jaclyn Cepler-Klimitz

My personal interest in Jewish mysticism arose because I already had a predilection for studying mysticism
and spirituality of all cultures. I had grown up in a typical liberal synagogue which emphasized ethical values
and Tikkun Olam which, important as they are, did not convey a feeling of spirituality. When I learned, as a
teenager, that Judaism also possessed a rich mystical, spiritual tradition I was very intrigued and began a
life-long journey of discovery which eventually led to my adoption of a much more strict observance of
halakha.
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One of our upcoming programs is on Jewish Meditation where you
can discover first-hand a little bit of what Jewish mysticism is all about.
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Shabbat Shalom,

from Rabbi Joshua Corber
HONOURS:
If you are receiving an honour/aliyah, please introduce yourself to the Gabbai at the door.
Please arrive early to ensure a minyan for kaddish at the beginning of the service.
Beit Rayim Synagogue & School Office:
9600 Bathurst Street Suite 244
Vaughan, ON L6A 3Z8 905-303-5471
shalom@beitrayim.org
www.facebook.com/beitrayimshul
www.beitrayim.org

 רפואה שלמה/ We wish a Refuah Shlemah, a complete and speedy recovery:

Yita Rochel bat Feiga
Bunim ben Shaina Fruma
Mordechai ben Shoshana
Shmuel ben Reizel
Yerachmeel Pinchas ben Tzipora
Yeched bat Sura
Rifka Sarah bat Tziporah
Svi ben Nahama - Howard Snobel
Arlene Sivakoff
Yaacov Leib ben Chana
Mitchell Thomas Weyrauch

Eliahu ben Luba - Eli Bard
Shalamas Chaya bat Golda
Chaya bat Tupsha - Charlotte Grad
Pinchas Leib ben Sara Rochel - Peter Gold
Daniel Mordechai ben Tzila
Esther bat Miriam
Susan Dick - Goodman
Yisrael ben Nachamah
Chaim ben Chavka
Shoshanah bat Fraida Rochel
Avraham-Leib ben Edel Faigie

To add a name to this list, please call the shul office or email admin@beitrayim.org
 תודה/ The Congregation thanks the following families for donating to Beit Rayim:

Ehud & Anat Avitzur in memory of Ehud's sister, Michal Avitzur z"l
Harris & Lisa Korn in memory of Sam Kishinevsky z”l
Larry & Amy Miller in memory of Sam Kishinevsky z”l
Nellie Miller in memory of Morton Bessner z”l
Bob & Helen Smolkin in memory of Sam Kishinevsky z”l
Chuck & Susan Ticker in memory of Sam Kishinevsky z”l
May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים
Chuck & Susan Ticker in memory of Morton Bessner z"l

Announcements

Mazal tov to Ethan Gal and his family on his
becoming a Bar Mitzvah
*
Today’s Kiddush has been generously sponsored by Laura Klaehn & Eli Palachi
in honour of Ethan’s Bar Mitzvah
*
Mazal tov to Edwin Simon on winning our High Holy Day Survey raffle.
Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill in our survey.
Your feedback is greatly appreciated.
This week September October 20 - 26, 2018 we remember the following yahrzeits:

Avraham Avitzur z”l, father of Ehud Avitzur

Malka Micner z”l, mother of Danny Micner

Adelaide Cowan z”l, mother of Cynthia Kleiner

Rena Neamtan z”l, mother of Audrey Neamtan

Michael Kurtz z”l, father of Alan Kurtz and Heather Matile

Solomon Schvartz z”l, father of Fabiana Szulsztein

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים

RICHMOND HILL CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
10268 YONGE STREET | RICHMOND HILL

Saturday, October 27, 2018. 7pm - 10pm.
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts.
Free Parking
Join us for an evening of music, watercolours
and food as we attend a reception at 7pm followed
by the concert at 8pm.
To purchase tickets please register online at
www.beitrayim.org, or contact the office at
905-303-5471 x. 3721
admin@beitrayim.org

Please do not engage in
conversation in the kiddush
area immediately
outside our sanctuary.
Any noise in this area
disturbs the service.
If necessary, please feel free
to step out to the
atrium.

What’s his name again?
How to keep your
memory from becoming
a thing of the past

Shabbat and Yom Tov Parking

with Dr. Yael Goldberg

Parking for Beit Rayim
congregants is free on Shabbat
and Yom Tov.
If you require assistance with
your parking, please contact the
information desk at the Schwartz
Reisman Centre.

We want
your opinion
Don't miss your chance to
make your voice heard
and contribute to the
future of Beit Rayim.

Paint and Sip
Nights
with Beit Rayim

Members: $18
Non-Members: $36
*please note that
the cost will cover
supplies and food;
spaces are limited,
please register at
www.beitrayim.org, or
contact the office at
905-303-5471 x 3721;
admin@beitrayim.org

Join Dr. Goldberg on
October 22, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
SRC Room B
There will be a question period as
well as refreshments following the
presentation/discussion.

This event is $5.00 for Beit Rayim
Members and $10.00 for non-members.
Please RSVP online at www.beitrayim.org
or contact the office
at 905-303-5471

Join us October 30th and
November 15th
at 7:00 p.m.
Learn the art of
watercolour paint through
the study of Chagall's
windows.

Join us for a one-hour
session; select from several
dates on either Sunday
morning or Thursday
evening.
Contact the office at
905-303-5471 x 3721 or
admin@beitrayim.org to
register.
Two participants at
each session will win a
$20 Tim Horton's gift
card as our way
of saying
thanks!

Beit Rayim is pleased to announce that our
Sunday Morning Minyan
will be resuming this Sunday, October 21st
Join us on Sundays, 8:30 a.m in the
Kimel Family Education Centre
*Please note that Sunday minyan will occur only on days that our Hebrew School is in session, please check the
services list on Page 1 of the bulletin, which reflects service times on any given week

