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Triennial Reading
Genesis 11:1 - 11:32
(Etz Hayim, p.58)
Haftarah
Isaiah 54:1 - 55:5
(Etz Hayim, p.65)
Parshat Noah
פרשת נח

October 12- 13, 2018
3 - 4 Cheshvan 5779

Welcome to Beit Rayim

ברוכים הבאים

Candle Lighting
6:21 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat
Friday, October 12
Services at Viva
6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services
Saturday, October 13
9:00 a.m. (GCC)
Havdalah
after 7:21 p.m.

Sunday Minyan
On hold till further notice

Rabbi
Joshua Corber
Cantor Emeritus
Eli Bard
Assistant Cantor
Jaclyn Cepler-Klimitz
Founding Rabbi
Sol Tanenzapf z”l
Board Chair
Shelley Isenberg
Board Vice-Chair
Larry Miller
Co-Presidents
Lawrence Janit
Bryan Gerson
Treasurer
Michael Garber
Secretary
Joseph Garten

Rabbi’s Spotlight
Last week I introduced Rabbi A.Y. Kahan’s The Taryag Mitzvot which is based on the 16th
century text Sefer HaChinukh. Some of you guessed correctly that the first commandment,
the first mitzvah of the Torah was given not just to the Israelites, and not even strictly to
humanity, but to all sentient life: be fruitful and multiply and fill up the Earth, פרו ורבו ומלאו
 את הארץfrom Genesis 1:28.
It is particularly interesting that this be classified as a mitzvah for several reasons. Firstly, the
Torah does not say “ ויצוand G-d Commanded,” rather, it says “ ויברךand G-d Blessed”. This
discrepancy was certainly seized upon by those who wished to differ with the Sefer
HaKhinukh’s designation of the mitzvot, but this designation ultimately prevailed. A blessing
can have a command embedded within it, after all. This changes how we view
commandments as well as how we view blessings; the two are interconnected.
I find it intriguing also that the commandment was given to all sentient beings: tiny fish and
insects, reptiles, amphibians, birds, and mammals, whereas humans are they only ones who
could understand the words. This indicates that this mitzvah-blessing was given through nonverbal means. The ability, instinct, and drive to procreate is hardwired into every living
organism. It’s in our DNA. Even humans, who could understand the words, did not have to be
told. We are plenty interested in doing it without religious imperative. That, in and of itself, is
the blessing! What this mitzvah does is turn the mundane, physical act of sexual reproduction
into a form of worship. It also enshrines procreation with importance, such that no religious
authority can come along and say we should remain celibate. G-d used the Torah to write our
DNA, so in that way, the imperative to have children is built into us.
It is problematic, however, for us to apply this mitzvah to biological procreation exclusively.
Many people may wish to have children but are unable to do for any number of reasons, be it
their medical or general circumstances. Same-sex couples and others can adopt or use
surrogacy, but this does not really solve our problem. The fact is some people, despite their
willingness, will not manage, or perhaps do not even want to have children. The Rabbis were
well aware of this problem. Many of them, devout and pious as they were, did not have
children of their own. It was well-accepted many centuries ago that having students was a
means by which one can fulfil the mitzvah of be fruitful and multiply. Through teaching
others, we pass on our knowledge, and our wisdom. The transmission of Torah knowledge
and wisdom is what makes having children an act of holiness for Jewish people. Thus, when
you are can do that without biological children, you have fulfilled the mitzvah. Transmitting
our DNA, while necessary for life to endure, is no more holy than a male fish fertilizing
millions of eggs on a riverbed. It can be done with no thought and no commitment to deal
with the consequences. Being a guide or a mentor to another person is arguably an even
better way to fulfil this mitzvah.

Shabbat Shalom,

from Rabbi Joshua Corber
HONOURS:
If you are receiving an honour/aliyah, please introduce yourself to the Gabbai at the door.
Beit Rayim Synagogue & School Office:
9600 Bathurst Street Suite 244
Vaughan, ON L6A 3Z8 905-303-5471
shalom@beitrayim.org
www.facebook.com/beitrayimshul
www.beitrayim.org

 רפואה שלמה/ We wish a Refuah Shlemah, a complete and speedy recovery:

Yita Rochel bat Feiga
Bunim ben Shaina Fruma
Mordechai ben Shoshana
Shmuel ben Reizel
Yerachmeel Pinchas ben Tzipora
Yeched bat Sura
Rifka Sarah bat Tziporah
Svi ben Nahama - Howard Snobel
Arlene Sivakoff
Yaacov Leib ben Chana

Eliahu ben Luba - Eli Bard
Shalamas Chaya bat Golda
Chaya bat Tupsha - Charlotte Grad
Pinchas Leib ben Sara Rochel - Peter Gold
Daniel Mordechai ben Tzila
Esther bat Miriam
Susan Dick - Goodman
Yisrael ben Nachamah
Chaim ben Chavka
Shoshanah bat Fraida Rochel

To add a name to this list, please call the shul office or email admin@beitrayim.org
 תודה/ The Congregation thanks the following families for donating to Beit Rayim:

Ted & Miriam Benyovits in honour of their 65th wedding anniversary
Cheryl Green & Hushy Lusthouse in memory of Sam Kishinevsky z”l
Shelley & Jody Isenberg in memory of Shelley’s grandmother, Bessie Cott z”l
Shelley & Jody Isenberg in memory of Shelley’s grandfather, Samuel Isenberg z”l
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boundIsenberg
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oflife
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Stephen Reisch & Audrey Neamtan in memory of Morton Bessner z”l
Stephen Reisch & Audrey Neamtan in memory of Sam Kishinevsky z”l

Zvi & Miriam Raubvogel in memory of Sam Klapman z”l
Zvi & Miriam Raubvogel in memory of Sam Kishinevsky z”l
Zvi & Miriam Raubvogel in honour of Carly Goldberg’s engagement
Manfred & Barbara Segall in memory of Morton Bessner z”l
Elaine Tanenzapf in memory of Sam Kishinevsky z”l
Andrew & Sandi Vajda in memory of Andrew's mother, Eva Vajda z”l
Announcements

We extend our condolences to Zina Kishinevsky and family on the passing of Sam Kishinevsky z”l
*
Mazal tov to Ted & Miriam Benyovits on their 65th wedding anniversary

This week September October 13 - 19, 2018 we remember the following yahrzeits:

Sidney Aaron z”l, father of Louise Glicksman

Martin Munster z”l, father of Peter Munster

Milfred Goldman z”l, father of Elliott Goldman

Barry Ziskinder z”l, father of Mitchell Ziskinder

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים

Paint and Sip Nights
with Beit Rayim

Join us October 30th and
November 15th
at 7:00 p.m.
Learn the art of
watercolour paint through
the study of Chagall's
windows.

Members: $18
Non-Members: $36
*please note that
the cost will cover
supplies and food;
spaces are limited,
please register at
www.beitrayim.org, or
contact the office at
905-303-5471 x 3721;
admin@beitrayim.org

RICHMOND HILL CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
10268 YONGE STREET | RICHMOND HILL

Saturday, October 27, 2018. 7pm - 10pm.
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts.
Free Parking
Join us for an evening of music, watercolours
and food as we attend a reception at 7pm followed
by the concert at 8pm.
To purchase tickets please register online at
www.beitrayim.org, or contact the office at
905-303-5471 x. 3721
admin@beitrayim.org

Please do not engage in
conversation in the kiddush
area immediately
outside our sanctuary.
Any noise in this area
disturbs the service.
If necessary, please feel free
to step out to the
atrium.

Shabbat and Yom Tov Parking
Parking for Beit Rayim
congregants is free on Shabbat
and Yom Tov.
If you require assistance with
your parking, please contact the
information desk at the Schwartz
Reisman Centre.

Beit Rayim Book Club
Monday, October 15
7 - 9 p.m.
SRC Meeting Room B

Waking Lions by
Ayelet Gundar-Goshen
A hit-and-run accident and a
blackmailing widow spark a triangle of
moral dilemmas in the highly
anticipated second book from this
Israeli novelist.
with moderator Sandra Berkal
No charge for
Beit Rayim members.
To register, please email
Cheryl at brhood@beitrayim.org

What’s his name again?
How to keep your memory from
becoming a thing of the past
with Dr. Yael Goldberg

Join Dr. Goldberg on October 22,
7:00-8:00 p.m.

SRC Room B
There will be a question period as well as
refreshments following the presentation/
discussion.
This event is $5.00 for Beit Rayim Members and
$10.00 for non-members.
Please RSVP online at www.beitrayim.org or
contact the office
at 905-303-5471

