
Candle Lighting 
4:51 p.m. 

 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Friday, January 18 

Services at Viva 
5:00 p.m. 

 
 

Shabbat Services 
Saturday, January 19 

9:00 a.m. (GCC) 

 
 
 

Havdalah 
after 5:58 p.m. 

 

 
Sunday Minyan 

Sunday, January 20 
Kimel Family Education  

Centre Beit Midrash 

8:30am 
 

 

January 18 - 19, 2019 
12 – 13 Shevat 5779

Shabbat Shira ♫ 

Beit Rayim Synagogue & School Office: 

9600 Bathurst Street  Suite 244 

Vaughan, ON L6A 3Z8  905-303-5471 

shalom@beitrayim.org 

www.facebook.com/beitrayimshul 

www.beitrayim.org 

HONOURS:  
If you are receiving an honour/aliyah, please introduce yourself to the Gabbai at the door.  

Rabbi 
Joshua Corber 
 

Cantor Emeritus 
Eli Bard 
 

Cantorial Soloist 
Jaclyn Cepler-Klimitz 
 

Founding Rabbi 
Sol Tanenzapf z”l 
 

Board Chair 
Shelley Isenberg 
 

Board  Vice-Chair 
Larry Miller 
 

Co-Presidents 
Lawrence Janit 
Bryan Gerson 
 

Treasurer 
Michael Garber 
 

Secretary 
Joseph Garten 

 
 

Beit Rayim  
Triennial Reading 

Exodus 14:26 – 17:16  
(Etz Hayim, p. 405) 

 

 
Haftarah 

Judges 4:4-5:31 
(Etz Hayim, p. 423) 

Rabbi’s Spotlight 

In a few days Tu B’Shvat will be upon us. According to the Mishnah, this date is Rosh Hashanah 
L’Ilan, the Tree. It held importance in Biblical times as a date on the agricultural calendar of the 
kingdom. As is known, Israelite farmers living on the land were responsible for tithing their 
assets on an annual basis to support the Levites and their work in the Temple. It was on the 
fifteenth of Shvat that farmers would be called upon to account for any fruit bearing trees. Since 
the destruction of the Temple, Tu B’Shvat faded into obscurity, as tithes were no longer 
accepted.  
 
During the Gaonic period there is some mention of special piyyutim (liturgical prayers) for the 
well-being of the trees and the land on this day. In the early medieval period, the Jewish 
communities of Askenaz observed a custom of eating the fruits of Eretz Yisrael and the seven 
species. The yeshivot of Worms would apparently give their students a day off, and the teachers 
would give them some cake and liquor. In the seventeenth century in Tzfat (a culture which 
served as an incubator for Kabbalah and mysticism), the tradition of the Tu B’Shvat Seder 
developed. The concept was to mirror the Passover Seder, with the ritual consumption of wine 
and fruit and with deep Torah learning.  
 
The Torah recognizes trees as a venerable life-form, according tree fruit a different bracha than 
fruit of the earth. Deuteronomy forbids Israelite armies from using trees as weapons of war if 
they are fruit bearing (Deut. 20). Beyond the reverence for life and the physical trees, trees have 
significant value as a function of Torah. Why is Torah called a tree? Because it behaves like a 
tree. The Talmudic process: the dialectic flow of dispute follows the pattern of a tree. A law can 
be understood as X or Y, but there can be additional parameters for each understanding, 
yielding Xa or Xb or Ya or Yb. Multiple binaries produce a ‘branching out’ effect, as we see with 
trees. The idea of a logic tree, of course, applies to all levels of reality. According to Einstein, 
every time a decision is made, multiple universes are created, the universe in which that 
decision was made and all of the potential universes in which another decision was made.  
 
Your family tree is an expression of tree like behaviour within the function of biological 
reproduction. On a larger scale, the evolution of life from single celled organisms to the world 
we see today is also expressed as a tree. The concept of interconnectivity between all living 
creatures, and our dependence on our fellow humans and other life forms is guides us to live 
and behave with kindness and respect for all beings. To see the other as one with the self is, in 
the words of Hillel, klal gadol baTorah, the main rule of Torah. To see the other as a competitor 
whose interests conflict with our own is like one leaf on a branch trying to get more sunlight and 
water than another.  
 
There are many more teachings in Judaism about trees; I have only now just scratched the 
surface. The takeaway is that Torah is to be found everywhere, especially in the natural world. If 
nature can teach us Torah, then the Tree is one of the oldest and most distinguished Rabbis.  

from Rabbi Joshua Corber 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Parshat Beshalach 
 פרשת בשלח

Welcome to Beit Rayim 

 ברוכים הבאים   



May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים 
 

 

 :We wish a Refuah Shlemah, a complete and speedy recovery / רפואה שלמה  

To add a name to this list, please call the shul office or email admin@beitrayim.org 

 :The Congregation thanks the following families for donating to Beit Rayim / תודה

This week January 19 - 25, 2019 we remember the following yahrzeits: 

 

Harold Goodman z”l, father of Penny Bishansky 

Benjamin Margules z”l, father of Sharon Stern 

Willaim Meltzer z”l, father of Elliott Meltzer 

Jack Posel z”l, father of Arlene Posel 

William Smolkin z”l, father of Robert Smolkin 

Bernie Vogel z”l, father of Candace Vogel 

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים 

Daivd & Lorraine Bloom in honour of Shabbat Shira, as well as all the hard work of Cheryl Cepler,  

Madoka Steingart and all their volunteers 

Maury & Cheryl Cepler in honour of Shabbat Shira and those who graciously volunteered to help 

David Goodbaum & Candace Vogel in memory of Bernie Vogel z”l 

Lawrence & Andrea Janit in honour of Shabbat Shira  

Stephen Reisch & Audrey Neamtan in honour of Shabbat Shira 

Lou & Paula Silver in honour of Shabbat Shira 

Peter & Gilda Spitz in honour of Shabbat Shira 

Brahm Swirsky & Ann-Karen Katz in honour of Shabbat Shira  

Yita Rochel bat Feiga 

Mordechai ben Shoshana 

Shmuel ben Reizel 

Yerachmeel Pinchas ben Tzipora 

Yeched bat Sura  

Arlene Sivakoff 

Yaacov Leib ben Chana 

Mitchell Thomas Weyrauch  

Eliahu ben Luba - Eli Bard  

Shalamas Chaya bat Golda 

Chaya bat Tupsha - Charlotte Grad  

Daniel Mordechai ben Tzila  

Esther bat Miriam 

Susan Dick-Goodman 

Chaim ben Chavka 

Shoshanah bat Fraida Rochel 

Avraham-Leib ben Edel Faigie  

Eda bat Etl 

David ben Esther 

Tziporah bat Sarah 

Avram Simcha ben Chaya Surah  

Gershon Pertz ben Goldie 



 

 



  

Shabbat and Yom Tov Parking 
 

Parking for Beit Rayim  
congregants is free on Shabbat 

and Yom Tov.  
If you require assistance with 

your parking, please contact the 
information desk at the Schwartz 

Reisman Centre. 
 
 

Please do not engage in  
conversation in the kiddush 

area immediately  
outside our sanctuary.  
Any noise in this area  
disturbs the service.  

If necessary, please feel free 
to step out to the  

atrium.   

SUNDAY MARCH 31, 2019 

9:30 am - 12:30 pm  

Beit Rayim’s Alan Nusbaum will be 
holding a technological  

information seminar  
 

Let Alan know what you’d like to 
learn:  

Phones, security systems, computers, 
operating systems, artificial 

intelligence, driverless cars, Internet 
bots, setting up a website,  

tv set top boxes— 
anything to do with technology! 

 
Submit your questions to  

https://tinyurl.com/y8cysnul  

Pop in to our office for a quick  

"Hello, Rabbi!"  

and grab a coffee  

and a cookie while you're here!  

Rabbi Corber will be available 

February 5, 1:30-4:30 PM 

https://tinyurl.com/y8cysnul

