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ברוכים הבאים

Rabbi’s Spotlight

Earlier this week we began the month of Shvat ()שבט, most noted for Tu B’Shvat ( טו
בשבט, the 15th of Shvat). As I’ve taught on previous occasions, there are several active
Jewish calendars which run their own course concurrently. Rosh Hashanah is the civil New
Year in which Shvat would be considered the 5th month, and the 1st of Nisan (two weeks
before Pesach) is the Biblical New Year in which Shvat would be considered the 11th
month. The names of the months as we know them do not come from the Torah (the
Torah only discusses the Biblical year wherein the months are named by their ordinal
numbers, 1st, 2nd, 3rd). The names of all the months actually come from the Akkadian
language and were imported into the Jewish custom during the Babylonian exile (586-460
BCE). Shvat in Akkadian means ‘heavy rain’ likely having to do with the Middle Eastern
rainy reason.
This year is a leap year, which means there is an extra month of Adar. Why of all the
months is Adar the repeated month? In the Biblical year, Adar is the final month, thus it is
a logical place to add an extra month. But why do we need a leap month in the first place?
As is well-known, we observe a lunar calendar; however, we have a specific
commandment to observe the Passover rites and festival during Aviv, the springtime, and
the seasons fluctuate according to our Earth’s position relative to the Sun, thus relying on
the solar calendar as well. The lunar year is eleven days shorter than the solar year, so if
we were to observe a lunar calendar without leap years, the lunar year would retrograde
through the solar year (like our Muslim cousins) and we would end up with Passover in
winter. (Imagine!)
Since the Gaonic period, the Hebrew calendar is fixed—leap years now occur at regularly
slotted intervals and we know every leap year from now until the year 8000. However,
during the Rabbinic period, the Rabbinic courts—the Sanhedrin—would determine if and
when to enact a leap year. If the summer harvest had a bad yield, the following year
would be made a leap year. Alternatively, if the highways leading to Jerusalem were still
too muddy on the 1st of Adar for heavy traffic of people and goods, the Sanhedrin would
enact leap year immediately, making that the 1st of Adar Aleph. The presumption is that a
bad crop meant that the lunar month had retrograded into an earlier part of the season,
thus a poorer yield. In the case of the roads, heavy rains meant that it was still winter as
Shvat is the month of heavy rains, thus indicating the lunar year had retrograded.
Much of this goes unnoticed today as we have a fixed calendar which functions
automatically with or without our awareness, but understanding the realities which lie
behind our calendar are key to understanding how Rabbinic application of Biblical law
form what we know as the Jewish cycle of time today.

Shabbat Shalom,

from Rabbi Joshua Corber
HONOURS:
If you are receiving an honour/aliyah, please introduce yourself to the Gabbai at the door.
Please arrive early to ensure a minyan for kaddish at the beginning of the service.
Beit Rayim Synagogue & School Office:
9600 Bathurst Street Suite 244
Vaughan, ON L6A 3Z8 905-303-5471
shalom@beitrayim.org
www.facebook.com/beitrayimshul
www.beitrayim.org

 רפואה שלמה/ We wish a Refuah Shlemah, a complete and speedy recovery:

Yita Rochel bat Feiga

Chaya bat Tupsha - Charlotte Grad

Mordechai ben Shoshana

Daniel Mordechai ben Tzila

Shmuel ben Reizel

Esther bat Miriam

Yerachmeel Pinchas ben Tzipora

Susan Dick-Goodman

Yeched bat Sura

Chaim ben Chavka

Arlene Sivakoff

Shoshanah bat Fraida Rochel

Yaacov Leib ben Chana

Avraham-Leib ben Edel Faigie

Mitchell Thomas Weyrauch

Eda bat Etl

Eliahu ben Luba - Eli Bard

David ben Esther

Shalamas Chaya bat Golda
To add a name to this list, please call the shul office or email admin@beitrayim.org
 תודה/ The Congregation thanks the following families for donating to Beit Rayim:

Ted & Miriam Benyovits in memory of his father, David Benyovits z”l
Lonny Kates & Mitchell Wein in honour of Hirsch Silverstein’s birthday
May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים

Announcements

A generous contribution to today’s Kiddush has been made by Larry & Amy Miller in memory of
Larry’s mother, Estelle Miller
̴
The Beit Rayim community extends a mazal tov to Hirsch Silverstein
on his upcoming birthday
̴
Mazal tov to Shawn Shapiro & Heather Glicksman on the birth of their baby daughter, Riley Bethany
and to her proud grandparents, John & Louise Glicksman
This week January 12-18, 2019 we remember the following yahrzeits:

David Benyovits z”l, father of Ted Benyovits

Estelle Miller z”l, mother of Larry Miller

Shimin Bishansky z”l, father of Jack Bishansky

Dianne Pace z”l, sister of Tami Sher

Ida Dubrowna z”l, mother of Rose Sultz

Maurice Saul z”l, brother of Rita Segal

Lily Gladstone Gold z”l, mother of Sandra Gold Millstein

Harry Silver z”l, father of Lou Silver

Gerald Katz z”l, brother of Eddie Katz

Henry Vajda z”l, father of Andrew Vajda

Lazar Luxenberg z”l, father of Ivan Luxenberg

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME!

Please do not engage in
conversation in the kiddush
area immediately
outside our sanctuary.
Any noise in this area
disturbs the service.
If necessary, please feel free
to step out to the
atrium.

Shabbat and Yom Tov Parking
Parking for Beit Rayim
congregants is free on Shabbat
and Yom Tov.
If you require assistance with
your parking, please contact the
information desk at the Schwartz
Reisman Centre.

Beit Rayim’s Alan Nusbaum will be holding a
technological information seminar in March
SUNDAY MARCH 31,
2019 9:30 am - 12:30 pm

Let Alan know what you’d like to learn:
Phones, security systems, computers, operating systems,
artificial intelligence, driverless cars, Internet bots,
setting up a website, tv set top boxes—
anything to do with technology!

Submit your questions to https://tinyurl.com/y8cysnul

