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Beit Rayim  
Triennial Reading 

Exodus 33:12 – 34:35 
(Etz Hayim, p. 532) 

 

 
Haftarah 

I Kings 18:1-39 
(Etz Hayim, p. 547) 

Rabbi’s Spotlight 

We now come to the third mitzvah found in the Torah, starting from the beginning: the 
prohibition against eating from the gid hanasheh (גיד הנשה), known to us as the thigh 
tendon and the sciatic nerve. This prohibition, according to Genesis itself, stems from the 
incident wherein Yaakov is permanently injured while wrestling an angel on the bank of the 
river Yabok. The angel wrenches his thigh-socket, and for the rest of his life Yaakov walks 
with a limp. Therefore the Israelites do not eat from the sciatic nerve – Genesis 32:32.  
 
This prohibition applies to all behemot, four-legged ruminant cattle (sheep, goat, cow etc.). 
The sciatic nerve must be removed in its entirety. The process of removing this nerve is 
extremely complicated and time-consuming, requiring a high degree of skill and knowledge. 
Because it is so labour intensive, most kosher butchers must sell the hind quarters to non-
kosher butchers in order to make a profit. This has meant that a kosher filet mignon is 
almost unheard of. In Argentina, which has perhaps the largest meat industry in the world, 
the technique of removing the sciatic nerve—known as porging—is more widely known and 
so it is possible there and in Israel to order a filet mignon.  
 
The universe has incredible synchronicity. As I’ve mentioned before, one of my personal 
practices is to read one double-sided page of Talmud each day. This is known as daf yomi, 
and is practiced in coordination with other Jews around the world; we all read the same 
page each day. It just so happens that we are currently studying Massekhet Hulin, which 
deals mostly with the laws of kashrut. It also just so happens that this week, as we come to 
this third mitzvah in the Torah, we are currently in the section of this tractate which deals 
specifically with the Gid Hanasheh.  
 
In this chapter, the Talmud discusses the different factors that must be taken into 
consideration when selling meat to a non-kosher butcher. There is a clearly-expressed 
tension between observing the dietary laws properly and ensuring that kosher butchers can 
make a profit. Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria adjures us to be very thrifty with our food 
expenditures and recommends a pure subsistence diet. Two generations later, Rav Nachman 
explains that Rabbi Elazar was of a very hearty stock and could survive on very minimal 
provisions. His generation, on the other hand, were of weaker constitution and can spare no 
expense on food. He even says one should borrow money to ensure there is food in the 
house. For those of us who keep kosher, we know this tension all too well.  

from Rabbi Joshua Corber 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Welcome to Beit Rayim 

 Candle Lighting ברוכים הבאים   
5:39 p.m. 

 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Friday, February 22 

Services at Viva 
5:00 p.m. 

 
Shabbat Services 

Saturday, February 23 
9:00 a.m. (GCC) 

 
 

Havdalah 
after 6:42 p.m. 

 
 

 

February 22 - 23, 2019 

17 - 18  Adar I 5779 
 
 

Parshat Ki TIssa 
 פרשת כי תשא
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May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים 
 

 
 

 :We wish a Refuah Shlemah, a complete and speedy recovery / רפואה שלמה  

To add a name to this list, please call the shul office or email admin@beitrayim.org 

 :The Congregation thanks the following families for donating to Beit Rayim / תודה

This week  February 23 - March 1, 2019 we remember the following yahrzeits: 

 

Mike Czutrin z”l, father of Amy Miller 

Alice Goldman z”l, mother of Elliott Goldman 

Shirley Luxenberg z”l, mother of Ivan Luxenberg 

Lillian Magder z”l, mother of Saul Magder 

Sarah Raphael z”l, mother of Barbara Segall 

Barbara Pepi Ross z”l, mother of Cari Magder 

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים 

Yita Rochel bat Feiga 

Mordechai ben Shoshana 

Shmuel ben Reizel 

Yerachmeel Pinchas ben Tzipora 

Yeched bat Sura  

Arlene Sivakoff 

Yaacov Leib ben Chana 

Mitchell Thomas Weyrauch  

Eliahu ben Luba - Eli Bard  

Shalamas Chaya bat Golda 

 

Chaya bat Tupsha - Charlotte Grad  

Daniel Mordechai ben Tzila  

Esther bat Miriam 

Susan Dick-Goodman 

Chaim ben Chavka 

Shoshanah bat Fraida Rochel 

Avraham-Leib ben Edel Faigie  

Eda bat Etl 

Avram Simcha ben Chaya Surah  

Gershon Pertz ben Goldie 

 

Manfred & Barbara Segall in memory of her mother, Sarah Raphael z"l 

Stephen & Brenda Silverberg in memory of his grandmother, Esther Silverberg z"l 



 

  

Please note, your tax receipts were issued to 

you via email this week. If we have no email 

on file, then your receipt will be mailed to 

you via post.  

 

Please contact the office at  

905-303-5471 x. 3721 

or admin@beitrayim.org immediately if: 

 

• You received an electronic copy but 

would rather have the hard copy; 

 

• There is an error in your name or 

address; 

 

• An amount that you paid to the Shul is 

not listed on your return, or if there are 

duplicates of the same donation; 

 

We appreciate your 

patience and  

co-operation. 



 

Shabbat and Yom Tov Parking 
 

Parking for Beit Rayim  
congregants is free on Shabbat 

and Yom Tov.  
If you require assistance with 

your parking, please contact the 
information desk at the Schwartz 

Reisman Centre. 
 
 

Please do not engage in  
conversation in the kiddush 

area immediately  
outside our sanctuary.  
Any noise in this area  
disturbs the service.  

If necessary, please feel free 
to step out to the  

atrium.   

 


