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Beit Rayim  
Triennial Reading 

Exodus 29:19 – 30:10 
(Etz Hayim, p. 513) 

 

 
Haftarah 

Ezekiel 43:10-27 
(Etz Hayim, p. 519) 

Rabbi’s Spotlight 

Last weekend I had the pleasure of sitting on a panel of Rabbis for a regional USY convention. My 
colleagues and I had received questions the week before, some of which had to do with challenges 
facing the Conservative movement, others were about issues that face humanity as a whole. I was 
so impressed by this group of young people, most of whom were from various congregations, one of 
whom was from Beit Rayim. These young men and women are very bright and well-spoken people 
who think deeply and care deeply about serious issues and about Conservative Judaism.  
 
There were a lot of important questions that afternoon but I will share one with you: Should 
synagogues change tradition to adapt to a more politically correct world? One answer from a Rabbi 
with decades of experiences was a hard and final “No.” He later elaborated that, “what is politically 
correct one day is politically incorrect the next day.” Another Rabbi added, “politically correct 
doesn’t mean it’s correct.”  
 
There are many potential applications and intentions for such a question and it can go in different 
directions. Are we talking about not circumcising our sons because the zeitgeist of western culture 
tells us not to? That’s not on the table for me or any other Conservative Rabbi. Are we talking about 
changing the wording of our prayers to include women (which Beit Rayim does) or perhaps a grand 
undertaking to degenderize all pronouns in the Hebrew language?  
 
For my money, there are two issues (aside from gender) in Jewish prayer and scripture which chafe 
against the Western post-modern sense of propriety: the particularism of the Jewish people and the 
violence of the text itself. These may not bother everyone so much, but nearly all young Jewish 
people and a great many of the older generation today have a very universalistic and humanitarian 
outlook on the world. We don’t feel G-d loves or should love our people above any other, but our 
prayers are written as though we do. We feel everyone in the world has the right to life, peace and 
security but in our most sacred text, the Torah, we are explicitly commanded to wipe other nations 
off the face of the Earth, even if they sue for peace.  
 
In my humble opinion, we should not change any of this. Changing the words won’t make the 
problems go away. Only by retaining the record of the issues which have affected us – which still 
affect us — can we ever hope to resolve them. We need to have conversations about these things, 
to struggle with them. We need to find new ways to think about our traditions; hithadshut, constant 
renewal of the Torah is a task of every generation and is a critical part of keeping our traditions alive. 
We can do that without changing the words. If someone doesn’t say the matriachs in the first 
blessing of the Amidah, it doesn’t mean they don’t appreciate women’s rights and narratives in 
Judaism. Saying the matriarchs in the Amidah doesn’t help the 8 year old girl in Afghanistan who 
can’t go to school because she’s a girl. When I daven the Sim Shalom bracha, I say bless your people 
Israel in peace (in Hebrew it works way better) but my kavvanah, my intention, is for all of humanity, 
and in fact all living beings. This kavvanah though new, is ultimately indigenous to the Torah 
because we know that G-d created and loves all beings.  
 
Change has always been a part of Judaism as the Torah is an ever-evolving living text, but we must 
be very conscious and intentional about what we change and why. If we remove everything 
potentially offensive from the Torah, there would not be a whole lot left.  

from Rabbi Joshua Corber 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Welcome to Beit Rayim 
 Candle Lighting ברוכים הבאים    

5:29 p.m. 

 
 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Friday, February 15 

Services at Viva 
5:00 p.m. 

 
Shabbat Services 

Saturday, February 16 
9:00 a.m. (GCC) 

 
 

Havdalah 
after 6:33 p.m. 

 
 

Sunday Minyan 
Sunday, February 17 
No minyan this week 

February 15 - 16, 2019 

10 - 11  Adar I 5779 
 
 

Parshat Tetzaveh 
 פרשת תצוה

Beit Rayim Synagogue & School Office: 
9600 Bathurst Street  Suite 244 

Vaughan, ON L6A 3Z8  905-303-5471 
admin@beitrayim.org 

www.beitrayim.org 



May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים 
 

 

 :We wish a Refuah Shlemah, a complete and speedy recovery / רפואה שלמה  

To add a name to this list, please call the shul office or email admin@beitrayim.org 

 :The Congregation thanks the following families for donating to Beit Rayim / תודה

This week  February 16 - 22, 2019 we remember the following yahrzeits: 

 

Lev Abramovich z”l, father of Maya Gold 

Kayla Armel z”l, mother of Ian Armel 

Zvi Barnoff z”l, father of Phillip Barnoff 

Ruth Bogan Friedlan z”l, mother of John Friedlan 

Larry Klein z”l, brother of Jerry Klein 

Percy Krochmalnek z”l, father of Allan Krochmalnek 

Harriet Luborsky z”l, mother of Alan Luborsky 

May their souls be bound up in the bonds of eternal life - תהא נשמתם צרורה בצרור החיים 

Allan Matile z”l, father of John Matile 

Jeffrey Mendelson z”l, brother of Susan Berger 

Rose Nickel z”l, mother of Eileen Glogauer 

Michael Sederoff z”l, brother of Morris Sederoff 

George Sures z”l, father of Howard Sures 

William Paul Warren z”l, father of Aylene Joseph 

 

Yita Rochel bat Feiga 

Mordechai ben Shoshana 

Shmuel ben Reizel 

Yerachmeel Pinchas ben Tzipora 

Yeched bat Sura  

Arlene Sivakoff 

Yaacov Leib ben Chana 

Mitchell Thomas Weyrauch  

Eliahu ben Luba - Eli Bard  

Shalamas Chaya bat Golda 

 

Chaya bat Tupsha - Charlotte Grad  

Daniel Mordechai ben Tzila  

Esther bat Miriam 

Susan Dick-Goodman 

Chaim ben Chavka 

Shoshanah bat Fraida Rochel 

Avraham-Leib ben Edel Faigie  

Eda bat Etl 

Avram Simcha ben Chaya Surah  

Gershon Pertz ben Goldie 

Erez Erlich & Rhoda Kagan in memory of her mother, Myrna Kagan z"l 

Brian Goldberg & Jody Klapman and family in memory of Minnie Wlosko z"l 

Alan & Fran Luborsky in memory of his mother, Harriet Luborsky z"l 



 

 



 

 

 


