
PURIM 5781 (2021) HALAKHIC GUIDELINES AMIDST COVID-19 CONSIDERATIONS 
 
“When Adar arrives, we are to increase our Simcha (joy).” This is true every year. It is especially 
important this year, when so many are suffering particular stress, pain, isolation, and loss. With 
Purim just a few weeks away, I share this document with you to outline the special features that 
pertain uniquely to this year's Purim holiday. These guidelines were drafted by the RCA Rabbanim 
of the greater Toronto area, based on similar guidelines outlined by Rav Hereschel Schachter, the 
posek for the RCA, and they are being implemented by rabbanim throughout North America. Our 
respective congregations will all be abiding to similar standards of safety and halakhah.  
  
Parshas Zachor: The practice to hear Parshas Zachor (which are the last three Pesukim in Parshas 
Ki Teitzei) traditionally takes place on the Shabbos preceding Purim (Feb. 20). If you are able to 
attend a Minyan or gathering of ten people that abides by Ontario's lockdown rules and hear the 
Torah reading at that time, you should do so. B’dieved (i.e., in a less than optimal situation), you 
can also fulfil this obligation by listening to the Torah reading on Purim. 
  
If you are not able to attend a Minyan on Shabbos Zachor: a) If you have access to a Sefer Torah 
you should read Zachor from the Torah, but without Brachos. b) If you don't have access to a 
Sefer Torah, you should read Zachor from a Chumash.  
 
For those unable to hear Zachor from a Torah scroll, we will be holding a pre-Shabbos online 
reading for Zachor from a Sefer Torah (approx. 10 minutes before candle-lighting on Feb. 19).  
 
When you’re unable to hear Zachor live from a Torah scroll, during the coming summer, when 
Parshas Ki -Teitzei is read (Shabbat August 21st), you should have in mind that you are 
fulfilling the mitzvah of Zachor with that Torah reading. 
 
Taanis Esther: This is a minor fast, of a level of priority that is even lower than the four minor fast 
days. As such, and because especially now we must all preserve our health, we recommend that 
anyone who is a senior, has any health concerns, or is feeling weak should not fast. If you are in 
doubt whether or not you fall in this category, do not fast.  
 
Machatzis HaShekel: The minhag is to donate three half dollars on Taanis Esther. During normal 
years, we put out three half dollars in the shul and each person “purchases” these three coins by 
putting $1.50 in the pushke, picking up those coins, and then putting them down again. This year, 
due to health concerns, we will not be doing this. We recommend that on Taanis Esther, you 
designate an additional $1.50 for each member of your family and add this amount to your 
regular Matanos L’Evyonim donation.  
  
Megillah on Purim Night and Day: Our shul will be having multiple readings of 10 people each, 
in accord with Ontario’s lockdown rules. We will be able to accommodate 100 men and 100 
women (over bar/bat mitzvah). If you are able to sign up for this, we encourage you to do so. If 
you are not able to join the shul readings, then if you have a kosher Megillah, you can read the 



entire Megillah on your own. If you are not proficient in its reading, it is acceptable to follow a 
Zoom or a recorded reading and to recite the Megillah along with the Ba'al Keriah word for word.  
 
If you are unable to attend in-person and do not have a Kosher Megillah, then you should follow 
the Megillah via the Zoom transmission that will be arranged by our Shuls. I emphasize that under 
normal circumstances, hearing the Megillah via Zoom is not ideal and our Psak is only for this 
year due to the extenuating circumstances that Covid-19 has created. 
 
A general note: If one is reading the Megillah without a Minyan, the concluding blessing of "Harav 
Es Reveynu" should not be said.  
  
Purim Seudah, Mishloach Manos and Matanos L'Evyonim: This year Purim falls out on Thursday 
night and Friday, creating a challenge of when to have the Purim Seudah (as one cannot fulfill the 
Mitzvah on Thursday night). One should have a Purim Seudah either for breakfast or lunch on 
Friday (finishing before 3:44 PM). The meal should be a festive one, similar to a regular year, 
preferably featuring bread, meat/fish and wine. We will be hosting a noon Zoom event where 
everyone can join with their food and feel a sense of community. 
  
The Mitzvos of Mishloach Manos and Matanos L'Evyonim can only be fulfilled on Purim day. 
Social distancing rules still apply, and I therefore urge you to avoid social gatherings or close 
proximity to those outside your immediate family when delivering Mishloach Manos or having 
your Purim Seudah. Mishloach Manos only requires that you send two food items to one person. 
This year, because many people are concerned about receiving food from outside their home, it 
is worth considering reducing the amount of Misholach Manos one distributes. Please consider 
reallocating extra Mishloach Manos resources to Matanos Laevyonim. 
  
Matanos L'evyonim requires that we give money to at least two people in need so they can 
celebrate Purim. By appointing the Rav to distribute the money on Purim you can accomplish this 
Mitzvah. You can give the money to the Rav for Matanos L'evyonim even before Purim. This 
can also be done online on our shul website: bayt.ca/payment.php (choose Matanos L’Evyonim 
from the dropdown menu). Online donations are actually preferred so as to avoid contact with 
money. 
  
May the restrictions necessitated by this terrible pandemic not deny or defeat our efforts to 
generate warmth, lightness, and joy. Wishing you and your family special Adar joy.  
 
Warmest best wishes for a joyous Purim, 
 
Rabbi Daniel Korobkin 


