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Parshas Terumah D’var Torah 
By Rabbi Stein 

 

In this weeks Parsha, Parshas Terumah, we read about the commandments to construct the Mishkan, the 
Aron, as well as other fundamental elements in the Beis Hamikdash. What is interesting to note is the expres-
sion that the Torah uses when it gives B'nai Yisroel this command.  The Torah says "  י חּו־ִלִ֖ ִיקְּ ל וְּ ָראֵֵּ֔ ֵ֣י ִישְּ נֵּ ֙ר ֶאל־בְּ בֵּ דַּ

ל־ִאיש֙  ת כׇּ ֵ֤ אֵּ ה מֵּ רּוָמָ֑ ֹו תְּ ּנּו ִלבֵ֔ ֶבֵ֣ ר ִידְּ י׃" ֲאֶשֵ֣ רּוָמִתִֽ ּו ֶאת־תְּ חִ֖  Hashem commands Moshe to take the contributions from the  ִתקְּ
people that "have a giving heart".  It seems a little strange how we can make this distinction that we could 
fathom that there are members of B'nai Yisroel that wouldn't want to give, and therefore possibly exclude 
people from giving towards the Beis Hamikdash.  We could entertain this thought, but in reality, at this point 
our mefarshim explain that everyone gave as we see from the commentary of the Ben Ish Chai, who quotes 
that in essence   , 'ואמנם ידוע שכל לבבות דורש הthat in the true essence of man, we are always wanting to serve 
and seek out ways to serve Hashem.  I think that the underlying message here is that we all may have differ-
ent ways of acting or completing the task at hand, and in the end of the day, as long as we are working on our 
relationship with Hashem, we are going in the right direction, and thereby  fulfilling the other Pasuk "  י שּו ִלִ֖ ָעָ֥ וְּ
ם תֹוָכִֽ י בְּ ִתִ֖ נְּ ָשכַּ ש וְּ ָדָ֑    ִמקְּ

 
Have a wonderful Shabbos! 
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