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Commentary… 

 
Trump's Critics on Iran Are Wrong         By Gregg Roman 

Last Friday, President Trump announced he will not certify Iran's 
compliance with the nuclear deal signed by his predecessor. I'm sure most 
of us spent the weekend inundated with thought pieces declaring this a 
major misstep or some kind of politically motivated gambit that plays fast 
and loose with global security. But they're all wrong. With this bold action, 
we're finally on the path toward a safer Middle East. 

Iran remains an immense threat to the United States and our allies, and 
decertification is a serious first step towards mitigating the harm Tehran is 
causing around the globe. Today's less covered announcement by the 
Treasury Department that it would apply further sanctions to the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Corps is an important second step. 

Both of these actions must be viewed through a lens that's wider than 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action itself. They're not about the Iran 
deal, they're about U.S. policy toward Iran. Viewing the JCPOA as an 
island unto itself was one of President Obama's key mistakes. Fixing that 
mistake will make us all safer. 

First, it's important to understand exactly what President Trump 
announced. When President Obama entered into the agreement, he didn't 
seek approval from the Senate, which has the constitutional obligation to 
ratify all international treaties, because the deal was extremely unpopular. 
Instead, Congress reached a compromise and passed a bill called the Iran 
Nuclear Agreement Review Act of 2015, requiring the administration to 
certify every 90 days that the JCPOA is advancing our national security 
interests. 

Iran remains an immense threat to the United States and its allies. 
Decertifying the JCPOA doesn't end it. It doesn't mean that the United 

States is pulling out of the agreement either. But it does provide an 
opportunity for Congress to reevaluate whether the deal is advancing our 
national security interests. 

The answer to that question is easy to determine. We know for a fact 
that Iran is preventing international inspectors from doing their jobs at 
military sites. We know for a fact that Tehran's work on ballistic missiles 
continues unabated. We know that the deal's sunset clauses will allow Iran 
to develop a nuclear weapon with international support if they just wait a 
few more years, too. 

Given these problems, it's actually difficult to argue with a straight face 
that the deal improves our national security. That's before we even 
contemplate Iran's ongoing harassment of our military personnel or their 
support for international instability in Lebanon, Iraq, Syria and Yemen, let 
alone Tehran's longstanding and expanding patronage of terrorism and 
violent extremism. 

After the deal is decertified, Congress and the Trump administration 
can bring Iran back to the negotiating table to regain some of the leverage 
President Obama carelessly flushed away. Without leaving the deal, we can 
seek concessions from Iran that should have been in there from the start. 
We can establish some red lines on Iran's behavior, and put in place plans to 
actually enforce them. The Revolutionary Guard Corps sanctions are a great 
first step. 
  At best, the JCPOA pauses Iran's development of nuclear weapons 
temporarily. 

Next, we'll have to deal with support for Hezbollah, Iran's most violent 
and powerful proxy. Beyond that, the United States must work with our 
allies to contain Iran's regional influence, sharing intelligence, enhancing 
cooperation and even arming nations, such as our Sunni Arab allies, that 
share our interest in keeping Tehran in check. 

President Trump's critics, including those who shamelessly lied to the 
American public to sell this deal, will cry foul. Just like they did when 
ramming this bad agreement down our throats, they'll say that 
decertification leads to war. It's powerful rhetoric, but fortunately it's not 
much more than that. 

Iran received the 
bulk of the sanctions 
relief at the outset of 
the deal, another key weakness, but 
Tehran still needs the economic 
benefits the deal provides, and they 
especially need the certainty and 
stability that would come with a 
stronger agreement, as many 

international businesses have remained reluctant to do business in Iran. So, 
despite the rhetoric, Tehran has too much to lose to seriously consider 
backing out of the agreement. 

Money flowing into Iran must be contingent upon improvements in its 
behavior. 

Yes, nuclear weapons are unique in their destructive capability and we 
must keep them out of Iran's hands. But dealing with the threat Iran poses 
has always required more than just delaying its nuclear weapons 
programs. It's a heavy lift, but securing a safer future for America and the 
entire Middle East is always a difficult task. 

If Congress and the Trump administration can work together to ensure 
that the money flowing into Iran is contingent upon improvements in its 
behavior, with respect to the nuclear program and other fronts, we'll all be 
better off.    (The Hill Oct 16) 
The writer is director of the Middle East Forum. 
 

 
Incitement: A Weapon of War         By Ariel Bolstein 
 The steps taken by security forces to shutter Palestinian broadcasters 
identified with Hamas and the Islamic Jihad were vital. In recent years, 
ongoing incitement has become a significant factor, possibly the main one, 
in radical Islam's mechanism of terrorism and murder, particularly 
Palestinian terrorist groups. The airwaves have been polluted by content 
that glorifies murderers, sermons that present Jews as subjects and animals 
that should be slaughtered. Children's shows are also exploited to mislead 
impressionable minds to the twisted course of jihad against "Zionist 
heretics." 
 The studios, the offices, and the apartments that are used by 
incitement networks send out terrible things. Terrorist groups do not use 
the media as their main method of disseminating their poison. They are 
not trying to expose their listeners, viewers, and readers to a range of 
opinions and facts about our world, supply them with news or enrich their 
knowledge. All the terrorist stations want is to brainwash anyone who is 
exposed to their broadcasts that turn them into weapons. The Palestinian 
propaganda wizards are not content to dehumanize Jews. They issue 
explicit calls to murder them and are therefore no less culpable than the 
people who under their influence grasp knives and head out to spill 
innocent blood. 
 Obviously, the broadcasters are just the tip of the iceberg. Materials of 
incitement fill the Arab world and are not contained within specific 
territories or methods of dissemination. They feed off the whipped-up 
crowds and the flames fanned by political and religious leaders. The same 
is true in the Palestinian Authority: PA President Mahmoud Abbas and his 
Fatah faction are no less involved with demented incitement than their 
opponent-partner, Hamas. Official preachers whose salaries are paid by 
the PA are no better or fairer than the Hamas preachers – both groups 
could run for the title of their flocks' "Top Inciter." 
 Let's not delude ourselves: Anyone who wishes us ill will seek and 
find new ways of encouraging terrorism. Obviously, new stations will be 
founded to broadcast old content, and we will need to take action against 
them, too. The battle against the murderous ideology and aspiration to 
annihilate the Jewish state is complex and long-standing, but that does not 
mean we should let up. Along with damaging the inciters' ability to 
broadcast, we must put them on trial, as publicized and widely covered as 
possible. The world should see who our enemies are. The world should 
hear the content that they spread. The world should understand that this 
incitement won't stop with the Middle East, but will make its way 
everywhere. 
 Israel is on the front line of countries working against radical Islamist 
terrorism. In recent years, we have managed to explain ourselves better. 
Yes, we have caused many throughout the world to finally understand that 
in addition to terrorism by bullets, bombs, knives, and rocks, there is such 
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a thing as terrorism of words aimed at the Jewish state. About a year and a 
half ago, the French government agreed to Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's request to put a stop to the broadcasts by Hamas' Al-Aqsa TV, 
which until then had been sent out via France's Eutelsat satellite. 
 Paris realized that if incitement is not stopped, it might claim many 
more innocent victims. We should make the same request of every other 
entity that allows incitement against us and against universal human values. 
Israel should continue to lead the uncompromising line in the war on 
incitement at any time and in every place.   (Israel Hayom Oct 19) 
  

 
Archaeology Confirms Historical Writings       By Nadav Shragai 
 Over the past 50 years, Israel has had to avoid archaeological 
excavations at the heart of the Temple Mount because of pressure from 
Muslims and due to various political and religious constraints. As a result, 
archaeologists have had to shift their interest to adjacent areas. 
 The gamut of discoveries unearthed through their efforts – mainly near 
the western and southern walls – is impressive. These discoveries provide 
evidence of the Jewish ties to the Temple Mount and its surroundings – 
despite the incessant efforts by Muslims to negate those ties – as well as 
evidence from other periods, including when it was under Muslim rule. 
 On Sunday, eight stone courses of the Western Wall that had been 
buried under an 8-meter (26-foot) layer of earth were revealed by the Israel 
Antiquities Authority in the area just north of the Western Wall Plaza. A 
few years ago, at the southern end of the wall, excavators found what are 
believed to be the wall's foundations. Thanks to the latest discovery, we 
now have an amazing compilation of evidence about the structure. 
 The discoveries announced on Sunday, especially the small theater-like 
structure from the Roman period, are unique. But most importantly, they 
provide archaeological evidence for historical documents that describe such 
structures at this very place. 
 This is not the first time archaeologists have been able to confirm 
descriptions provided by historical documents of the area. In fact, many 
findings on the site have done so. This was the case when archaeologists 
found what is known as the Trumpeting Place inscription near the southern 
end of the wall. The inscription confirmed what Jewish sages had written 
about the way the priests announced the onset of Shabbat during the Second 
Temple period, through a series of trumpet blows. 
 Findings along the path of the ancient drainage tunnel from the Siloam 
Pool to the Western Wall confirmed what the Roman historian Josephus 
Flavius wrote about how the Romans gouged holes in the tunnel with their 
spears. Even the cooking utensils used by the last Judean fighters who hid 
from the Romans in the city were found in the tunnel. 
 The theater-like structure announced on Sunday fooled some experts at 
first. They had initially speculated that it was the chamber where the 
religious assembly known as the Sanhedrin convened, and historical 
documents suggest that the body did, in fact, meet in the area. Finding the 
Sanhedrin chamber would be a great contribution to the effort to give 
archaeological backing to the historical timeline of Jerusalem. 
 Despite the appropriate excitement from Sunday's discovery, we must 
remember that everything found near the Western Wall – whether ritual 
baths, coins, or clay fragments – attests above all to the centrality of the 
Temple Mount in Jewish history. 
 We must never forget this. The Western Wall became a replacement for 
the Temple and came to be seen as holy through rabbinical teachings, 
halachic rulings and the collective Jewish psyche. It is a symbol of the 
yearning for what once stood atop the holy basin. 
 We must avoid belittling the holiness of the wall, as some - who seek to 
bolster the Jewish presence on the Temple Mount - do occasionally. We 
must also keep in mind that the most important archaeological evidence is 
beyond the wall, where the Temple once existed.   (Israel Hayom Oct 17) 
  

 
Hamas' Step-By-Step Plan       By Eyal Zisser 
 The "historic" reconciliation deal signed in Cairo last week between 
rival Palestinian factions Hamas and Fatah, the third in the past decade, was 
received with a deafening silence and almost completely ignored by the 
Palestinians themselves. Contrary to how it was presented, it was not at all 
treated as a "historic reconciliation" that would turn over a new and 
promising leaf in the annals of Palestinian nationalism. 
 Other dramatic events, like the severe warning issued by U.S. President 
Donald Trump to Iran on Friday, edged the Palestinian reconciliation out of 
headlines. But more than anything, the lack of responses to the agreement 
demonstrates that no one really takes it seriously or believes it will 
ultimately succeed. 
 At best, the Palestinians see it as a temporary, convenient working 
arrangement that is limited in content, as the two sides can benefit from it 
without taking any risks or paying any kind of price. 

 For Hamas, the reconciliation deal means an immediate solution to 
Hamas' current predicament. In the same way, incidentally, that the 1993 
Oslo Accords helped PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat resolve the stagnation 
and isolation he was facing after the 1991 Gulf War. 
 After the deal's implementation, Hamas will remain effectively in 
power in the Gaza Strip – but under the cover of respectability and 
legitimacy provided by the symbolic and limited presence of the 
Palestinian Authority, principally at the border crossings. 
 This raises fears that Hamas could become like Hezbollah in Lebanon, 
a terrorist organization that operates under the auspices of the legitimate 
government. Keep in mind that Washington recently invited the Lebanese 
army's chief of staff to the U.S. as a guest of the Defense Department – an 
honor reserved for those with whom the U.S. wants to foster close 
relations. In the statement announcing the invitation, the U.S. State 
Department was also quick to defend the Lebanese army against Israeli 
Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman's angry accusations last week, 
alleging that the Lebanese army is in effect controlled by Hezbollah and 
that the two have essentially become one. 
 But it seems that Hamas is following in the footsteps of the PLO, 
which, in 1974, adopted the "Ten Point Program" – a step-by-step plan 
that borrowed conceptually from Marxist revolutionary groups that were 
active then throughout the world. According to the plan, the path to 
successful revolution can include adopting pragmatic and moderate 
policies, if the reality demands it, as long as the ultimate, radical goal is 
not abandoned. 
 There are many in Israel who view the Palestinian reconciliation 
agreement as a signal that Hamas is downgrading its efforts to terminate 
Israel, but it is important to note that for the time being, Hamas has 
actually stressed that it continues to be committed to this ultimate goal. 
 Meanwhile, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas can only 
gain from this reconciliation. Not only has he regained relevance among 
his own people, he has also gained stature in the eyes of the Trump 
administration, which is looking to clinch the "deal of the century" – the 
"historic" peace agreement U.S. President Donald Trump plans to impose 
on Israel and the Palestinians. 
 Israel has been wise to refrain from facing off with Egypt and the 
U.S., the facilitators of the reconciliation deal. Cairo hopes that it will be 
able to tempt Hamas, little by little, with financial incentives for the 
Gazans, even under pressure of relinquishing its assets. Washington, 
meanwhile, hopes that in the end, Abbas will somehow manage to gain 
control over the Gaza Strip. 
 After all, in faraway America, they tend to respond to declarations and 
overlook the details and the actual reality. But the U.S.'s shortsightedness 
and unwillingness to confront reality are what allowed Hamas to vie and 
win the 2006 Palestinian elections in the first place, and later, to overrun 
Gaza.   (Israel Hayom Oct 15) 
 

 
Getting it Wrong, Again         By Dror Eydar 
 It can be said that when it came to Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's yearslong battle to keep Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons, 
the Israeli media mostly served as his opposition. Our sour-faced pundits 
never missed an opportunity to reprimand Netanyahu for his clashes with 
former U.S. President Barack Obama. Now, after U.S. President Donald 
Trump's important speech on Friday, they are making faces and some can 
already be heard saying that the speech was meaningless or would never 
be put into action or that we didn't understand it correctly. Fine. 
 For years, harsh things have been said about Netanyahu endangering 
Israeli-U.S. relations and about his actions being "irresponsible" and a 
bunch of other determined statements. Funny that we never heard these 
same harsh criticisms about the bloody Oslo Accords or about the 
disengagement from Gaza. (Back then, the media threw itself into 
convincing us that those things would yield a rosy future.) 
 When it came to the failed nuclear deal with Iran, Israel's brave 
commentators largely aligned themselves with Obama's approach, 
explaining that it was a good deal or at least the lesser of the evils. The 
previous American administration made every effort to bias Israeli public 
opinion against Netanyahu and his disapproval of the agreement 
concocted by Obama and his advisers. 
 The media, for the most part, bought into the spin. Indeed, rather than 
focusing on Iran – the nuclear threat and its missile program – we were 
busy with Netanyahu and his relationship with the U.S. 
 When the prime minister decided to address the U.S. Congress and try 
to convince the Americans that the deal was bad not only for Israel but 
also for the U.S. and the rest of the world, a ubiquitous propaganda 
campaign was launched against his trip. The contemptible campaign went 
as far as to try to discredit the legitimacy of the invitation extended to 
Netanyahu by the speaker of the house. In most instances, the people 



preaching against Netanyahu's trip didn't have Israel's security in mind but 
were motivated by the fear that Netanyahu would score public opinion 
points at home. So what if Iran obtains nuclear weapons. 
 Two years ago, in Sept. 2015, after Obama enlisted the requisite 
majority in Congress to approve the bad deal, the same Israeli 
commentators rushed to say "we told you so," and tried to get us to 
apologize for supporting the prime minister's address to Congress against 
the deal. At the time, we suggested that they hold off because historic 
events adhere to a different clock than the media's and the politicians' 
impatient here-and-now timer. We're all too familiar with these same 
commentators' doubtful ability to parse long-term events. (Have we already 
mentioned Oslo and the disengagement?) 
 In contrast to the majority of the Israeli media, we wrote that even 
though the deal had gone through, Netanyahu's battle had not been in vain, 
since he had "laid the groundwork for the next administration to revisit the 
deal and its approach to the ayatollah regime." We added that "we don't 
know who the next president of the U.S. will be, but it's hard to believe that 
anyone will stick to Obama's radical line." 
 We knew that Israel's battle against the deal and its evil ramifications 
on the lives of millions, as well as against pure evil, had moral validity, but 
we didn't know what to expect. We only hoped. Every Israeli should be 
happy that our hope has now materialized.    (Israel Hayom Oct 15) 
 

 
Mind-Boggling European Union Chutzpah       By David M. Weinberg     

Israel should repulse the escalating European Union campaign of 
intimidation. 
 You see, boycotts of Israeli products from Judea and Samaria no longer 
satisfy Brussels. 

Ramping-up its confrontation with Israel, the European Union has gone 
into the business of establishing “settlements” for the Beduin and 
Palestinians in Judea and Samaria, tower and stockade style. 
 This includes the wild Beduin building spurt that the EU has insolently 
funded in the strategic E1 quadrant between Jerusalem and Ma’aleh 
Adumim, in entirely purposeful defiance of Israel. 
 The IDF defines the area in question a pivotal part of Israel’s strategic 
depth, and essential to defensible borders for Israel. It is also in Area C 
under the Oslo Accords, which means that Israel holds exclusive civilian 
and military control. 
 Yet illegally established Palestinian villages and Beduin shantytowns 
have slowly closed the corridor between Jerusalem and Ma’aleh Adumim, 
where a major highway runs, crawling to within several meters from it. 
These illegal outposts steal electricity from the highway lights, and water 
from Israeli pipelines. 
 Civil Administration data, presented last year to the Knesset’s 
subcommittee on Judea and Samaria, showed that 6,500 Palestinians were 
living in some 1,220 illegally built homes in the area, and the number 
undoubtedly has grown since then – thanks to the EU. 
 The imperious EU has poured perhaps €100 million into EU-
emblazoned prefabs, EU-signed roads, and water and energy installations – 
in E1, in Gush Etzion (near Tekoa), in the South Hebron Hills, and even in 
the Negev. 
 Under the cover of diplomatic immunity, the EU’s settlement-building 
bosses audaciously thumb their noses at inspectors of the IDF’s Coordinator 
of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT) unit. Then, they 
scream bloody murder when the IDF moves in, ever so minimally (– far too 
meekly and infrequently, I think!) to knock back a few of the most 
provocatively and problematically positioned EU illegal outposts. 
 Note that every prime minister since Yitzhak Rabin has promised and 
intended to build in the E1 quadrant as the eastern strategic anchor for 
Jerusalem and its critical connection to the Jordan Valley, only to be 
stymied by international protests. 
 In short, the EU’s support of the Palestinians has graduated from 
passive diplomatic and financial assistance to subversive participation in 
the Palestinian Authority’s illegal construction ventures. The explicit EU 
intent is to erode Israeli control of Areas C and eastern Jerusalem while 
promoting Palestinian territorial continuity leading to runaway Palestinian 
statehood. 
 In June and August, the EU fiercely warned COGAT that Israel’s 
policy of demolishing illegal and unauthorized Palestinian construction is 
harming ties between Israel and the 28 EU member countries. 
 According to Le Monde, eight EU member states this week took the 
further, unprecedented move of penning a letter to the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry demanding that Jerusalem reimburse (!) EU countries for the 
dismantling of infrastructure in the West Bank such as solar panels and 
mobile homes that were slated to serve innocent “local Arab schools.” 
 Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Spain and 
Sweden – members of the so-called “West Bank Protection Consortium,” a 

body which coordinates “humanitarian assistance” to Beduin and 
Palestinian squatters in Area C – are now demanding that Israel pay them 
compensation of more than €30,000 each. 
 Such mind-boggling chutzpah! First the EU builds illegal settlements 
in defiance of Israel, then it demands that Israel pay for these offenses 
when Israel acts against them. 
 How much more contemptuous can you get than that? The European 
position is that under the Geneva Convention, Israel is responsible for 
dealing with the everyday needs of the Palestinian population in Area C, 
and since it is “not doing so,” the European states are stepping in with 
humanitarian aid. But it’s clear to anybody with a brain that European 
activity in Area C is not “humanitarian assistance” but political activity 
that brazenly seeks to create “facts on the ground” – to strengthen the 
Palestinians’ hold on Area C. 
 In doing so, the EU has thrown key cornerstones of peace diplomacy 
out the window. 
 “Not prejudging the outcome of negotiations,” and “direct 
negotiations between the parties without coercion” – are principles that no 
longer hold sway, at least as far as EU pampering of the Palestinians is 
concerned. 
 Instead, collusion with Palestinians and defiance of Israel is in vogue. 
 The EU superciliously ignores the fact that the Palestinian Authority 
has rejected Israeli offers three times (2000, 2001, and 2008) which would 
have given the Palestinians statehood, including possession of almost all 
the West Bank and a share of Jerusalem. 
 They also fled from US secretary of state John Kerry’s talks in 2014, 
and have sought to grab international recognition of their “statehood” 
unilaterally, while demonizing and criminalizing Israel in international 
courts. 
 Then the Palestinians revel in useless peace confabs, like the 
conference that Paris convened last summer, because this diverts attention 
from their intransigence and heightens Israel’s diplomatic isolation 
without actually brokering a peace negotiation that the PA doesn’t want. 
 But none of this bothers the EU. It’s just happy to push Israel toward 
essentially unilateral withdrawals – without any expectations of real 
moderation from the Palestinians. 
 Obviously, Israel shouldn’t pay the EU one red cent in 
“compensation” for its confiscated, cheeky solar panels. 
 In-your-face EU diplomacy should be met with in-your-face Israeli 
diplomacy. Perhaps Israel should demand compensation from Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Spain and Sweden for the 
Jews persecuted, the Jewish property confiscated, and the synagogues 
destroyed in their territories over the past 2,000 years. 
 And if our government idiotically dares to settle with the EU, and 
shells out a single shekel, I am going to withhold paying my taxes in 
protest.  
 

 
Justice Needed for American Victims of Palestinian Terrorism 
By Michael Freund    

For over two decades, Palestinian terrorists have literally and 
figuratively gotten away with the murder of dozens of Americans, slaying 
at least 64 US citizens in a chilling variety of stabbing, shooting and 
bombing attacks. 
 And yet, despite Washington’s undisputed commitment to fighting 
terrorism, not a single Palestinian perpetrator has been brought to justice 
for spilling American blood, nor has the Palestinian Authority been held to 
account. 
After eight years in which the Obama administration did virtually nothing 
to pursue Palestinians wanted in connection with the murder of American 
citizens, essentially giving the terrorists a free pass, now is the time for the 
Trump administration to take a much tougher line on this critical issue. 
 Indeed, this week marks the 14th anniversary of one of the more 
brazen examples of anti-American Palestinian terrorism. It was on October 
15, 2003, that Palestinian terrorists set off a remotely controlled explosive 
device on a Gaza road as a US diplomatic convoy passed by. The bomb 
killed three Americans: John Branchizio, 37, of Texas, John Linde Jr., 30, 
of Missouri, and Mark Parsons, 31, of New Jersey. One other American 
was wounded in the blast. 
 Despite the fact that the attack took place in broad daylight and the 
American vehicles all bore diplomatic license plates, the Palestinian 
Authority, first under Yasser Arafat and then with Mahmoud Abbas at the 
helm, refused to take action, preferring instead to allow the murderers to 
roam free. 
 Not surprisingly, the incident came in the wake of weeks of ongoing 
anti-American incitement in the official Palestinian media. 
 Just five days prior to the bombing, Palestinian television broadcast a 
sermon delivered in Gaza in which the preacher threatened “destruction 



for the United States” and noted ominously, “From this place [i.e. 
 Gaza] we warn the American people that this president is dragging 
them to the abyss.” 
 Incredibly, a year after the attack took place, PA military intelligence 
chief Musa Arafat told Reuters in September 2004: “Palestinian security 
forces know who was behind the killing of three Americans in Gaza nearly 
a year ago but cannot act against the factions while fighting with Israel 
continues.” 
 In December 2008, Israeli forces managed to track down and kill one of 
the ringleaders of the attack, Muhammad al-Dusaqi, who was a leader of 
the Popular Resistance Committees. But that can hardly serve as much 
comfort to the relatives of the US victims, as others involved in the assault 
continue to evade justice. 
 Indeed, it has often seemed that Israel has done more to raise the issue 
of Palestinian terrorism against Americans than Washington itself. 
 Earlier this year, on June 9, Defense Minister Avigdor Liberman met in 
Jerusalem with US Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley and 
handed her a list of Americans who died at the hands of Palestinian 
terrorists. 
 Among those appearing on the somber registry were Ezra Schwartz, an 
18-year-old who was studying in an Israeli yeshiva and was gunned down 
in a driveby shooting in November 2015, as well as 76-year-old Richard 
Lakin, who was shot in the head and stabbed in the chest by a Palestinian 
terrorist in Jerusalem in October 2015. 
 And then, of course, Taylor Allen Force, aged 29, a former US Army 
officer whom a Palestinian stabbed to death in Jaffa in March 2016. 
 It appears that politics has played a role in Washington’s reluctance 
over much of the past two decades to press the issue, perhaps out of 
concern that it would drive the Palestinians away from the negotiating table. 
 Take, for example, the Rewards for Justice website run by the US State 
Department, the goal of which is “to bring international terrorists to 
justice.” Located at www.rewardsforjustice.net, it lists a series of terrorist 
attacks against Americans dating back to the early 1980s. 
 Inexplicably, in the section devoted to the 2003 Gaza attack, the State 
Department fails to identify those who carried out the bombing as 
Palestinians. 
 Instead, it vaguely refers to “those responsible for this attack,” as if 
their identity is unknown. 
 Given America’s leverage with the Palestinians, as well as the vast 
capabilities of US intelligence, it beggars the imagination to believe that 
Washington cannot be doing more to go after Palestinian terrorists with 
American blood on their hands. 
 Last year, the US House of Representatives Oversight Subcommittee on 
National Security held a hearing on the issue. Subcommittee chairman Rep. 
Ron DeSantis (R-Florida), stated, “The committee has counted that since 
1993 at least 64 Americans have been killed, as well as two unborn 
children, and 91 have been wounded by terrorists in Israel and the disputed 
territories.” 
 He then asked Obama’s deputy assistant attorney-general Brad 
Wiegmann a very simple question: “How many terrorists who have killed 
or wounded Americans in Israel or the disputed territories has the United 
States indicted, extradited, or prosecuted during this time period?” 
Wiegmann’s answer was telling. “I think the answer is – is none,” he said. 
 A change in policy is long overdue and it is time for Washington to 
pursue Palestinian terrorists who murdered Americans, with the same vigor 
that it hunts down other terrorists around the globe who target US citizens. 
 There is no reason why the Palestinians should continue to receive any 
American aid, or their representative offices should be allowed to operate 
on US soil, while they continue to harbor terrorists who killed Americans. 
 If Donald Trump wants to highlight the differences between his Middle 
East policy and that of his predecessor, a good place to start would be by 
taking strong steps to ensure that Palestinians who murdered Americans are 
brought to justice forthwith.    (Jerusalem Post Oct 19) 
 

 
Labor's Past is its Future        By. Haim Shine 
 Labor Chairman Avi Gabbay said in a television interview that there is 
no need to evict Judea and Samaria settlements for the purpose of an 
agreement with the Palestinians. Lo and behold, the party walls did not 
tremble, most of its Knesset members remained silent and former Labor 
head Shelly Yachimovich, whose opinions are well known, gave her 
support. 
 Even when Gabbay declared that his party would not sit at the same 
government table with the Joint Arab List, its members did not accuse him 
of racism. This ideological flexibility is familiar from the days of the 
kibbutzim settling on Arab land while championing "brotherhood of 
nations" on the first of every May. 
 Any sensible person understands the obviously inherent contradiction 

between a sovereign and independent Palestinian state, and all that entails, 
and keeping Israel safe. Gabbay contradicted his own words and added 
that there was currently no point in drawing up the formula for a 
resolution to the conflict. If that is the case, what does he mean by a two-
state solution?! As an experienced attorney, I tend to accept Gabbay's 
original version, not the revised and remodeled second version. 
 Unlike Yair Lapid, whose opinions fluctuate in step with public mood 
swings, I believe that Gabbay – as a former Likud voter, Kulanu party co-
founder and former minister on its behalf – can identify fundamental 
truths. Ever since the bloody aftermath of the failed 1993 Oslo Accords, 
the Left has been engulfed in a blustery whirlwind of despair and gloom. 
The lofty banners hailing the peace of the brave, a new Middle East and 
socialism in our time, have been folded and packed into storage. 
 The Israeli Left has no vision or ideas. The refugees of the melting 
pot, the Sephardim, ultra-Orthodox, national religious and right-wingers, 
who were always deemed the periphery, raised new-old banners and 
roused the majority of the population. Zionist leader Ze'ev Jabotinsky 
predicted many years ago that the Left would erode to dust while the Right 
would win hearts and minds and spearhead a great Zionist vision. 
 As leader of the so-called Zionist Union, Gabbay knows his party has 
no chance of returning to power if it continues to be associated with the 
radical Left. Even political parties are allowed introspection from time to 
time. 
 Anyone claiming Israel's security is his top priority must know that the 
Jewish settlement enterprise in Judea and Samaria is a crucial element in 
that regard. The founders of Labor and its forefather, the historical Mapai 
party, realized long ago that Israel's secure borders and the settlements' 
borders were one and the same. 
 We can hope the Labor party reverts to its historical roots and re-
attaches itself to the idea of a Zionist, secure and settled Jewish state. I 
fear Gabbay will not be able to shed the shackles of the far Left inside his 
party and the media. Doing so will require extraordinary courage.   
(Israel Hayom Oct 18) 
 

 
A Loss for the Knesset      By Haim Shine 
 Meretz party head Zehava Galon announced her resignation from the 
Knesset after what amounts to nearly 20 years of impressive legislative 
and social activity. In Israel, it is difficult to make an impact when you are 
a member of the opposition. Galon proved that with enough determination, 
nothing can prevent a small political party from pushing forward 
legislation on a worthy issue. With her resignation, Israel's Knesset has 
lost one of its most talented and dedicated representatives. 
 I don't agree with Galon's views on the significance of the State of 
Israel, its vision or necessary path. I do, however, have great appreciation 
for her integrity, decency and willingness to pay the price for standing up 
for her principles. It is hard to be a member of the Left in Israel. Israeli 
society is moving rightward, having internalized that the Palestinians are 
only willing to compromise on the "Blue Line" of the Mediterranean Sea. 
 Despite the public air of hostility, Galon never budged an inch from 
her beliefs and her vision. This is particularly impressive given the recent 
trend of Israeli lawmakers who have chosen to play the part of the political 
pinwheel. When the wind blows in the direction of the religious, they run 
to the Western Wall to put on tefillin. When the public veers to the Right, 
left-wing party chiefs flaunt their hawkish views.  This behavior is the 
main reason the Knesset's standing has deteriorated in the eyes of Israel's 
citizens. 
 Israeli citizens were witness to Galon's integrity and credibility when 
the bill to close Israel Hayom was raised in the Knesset in 2014. Left-wing 
and centrist lawmakers, led by Labor MK Eitan Cabel, former Labor party 
head Isaac Herzog and the Yesh Atid party, all supported the Bolshevik 
legislation. Lofty talk of freedom of expression was all but forgotten. 
According to Galon, the Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper had threatened to 
destroy her political career and acted to make good on its threats. Galon, 
with all her integrity, voted fearlessly against the bill. The Israeli Right 
will not forget Galon's courage and her ability to stand up to frivolity and 
hypocrisy. 
 Anyone familiar with Jewish history knows that the only thing that 
will put an end to disagreements among Jews is the coming of the 
Messiah, who will decide for them. The culture of dispute is embedded 
deep within Jewish DNA. That being the case, I can only wish us 
opponents as fair and decent as Galon. (Israel Hayom Oct 19) 
 

 
 


