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Events… 

  
May 21-28 
 2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem and 
to mark this extraordinary year the BAYT Brotherhood is running a second 
mission – in addition to its annual mission in December – to celebrate Yom 
Yerushalayim.  The BAYT Yom Yerushalayim Mission to Israel will 
incorporate the World Mizrachi mission, plus add additional touring and 
Shabbat in Jerusalem. For information email Larry Zeifman at 
LWZ@Zeifmans.ca  
 

 

Commentary… 

 
This is not How to Build the Bulwark of the War Against Terror 
By Haim Shein 

Arab terror, which has accompanied the Return to Zion and the 
establishment of the State of Israel for more than 120 years, is 
incomparably cruel. Rioters, terrorists, and inhuman murderers carry out 
attacks that do not distinguish between women, children, and the elderly, 
and whose entire aim is to bring death and destruction. 
 But there is no doubt that the incident in which the two reserve soldiers 
were murdered, Yossi Avrahami and Vadim Nurzhitz, was one of the most 
painful and horrific. The two mistakenly entered Ramallah and Palestinian 
policemen led them to the lynch and took an active part in it. 
 The act of lynching and murder and maiming the bodies took place the 
day after Yom Kippur in 2000, immediately after the beginning of the 
second Intifada. 
 Despite the years that have passed, many of us remember the blood-
stained pictures of the murderers and the crowd gathered around the bodies 
in Al-Manar Square. The Palestinian Authority made every effort to 
conceal the documentation of the event, without success - Italian television 
filmed the event and it was broadcast. Undoubtedly, contempt of the 
soldiers' bodies encouraged more acts of terror and significantly impaired 
the army's ability to deter terrorism. The Israeli government, in the wake of 
the incident, toughened its position and actions against terrorist operatives. 
 Khatam Maghari, one of the lynch perpetrators, was convicted of 
murder and has since been serving his prison sentence. Last night it became 
clear that the same Maghari was about to be released due to the shortening 
of his sentence and his sentence being readjusted to 11 years only. 
 The circumstances of the release are puzzling and raise serious 
questions regarding the discretion behind the decision to release him. If 
Maghari was a party to the murder and took part in the lynching, why was 
he released? The message that is conveyed to potential terrorists is that a 
lenient punishment will be imposed by Israel for heinous acts. If it turned 
out that there was a visual or other difficulty casting a shadow on his 
conviction, why did it take so many years to identify the difficulty? The late 
identification sheds a grim light on the judicial system insofar as it relates 
to terrorist attacks. 
 The families of the soldiers who were murdered in cold blood, like all 
citizens of the state, are entitled to a detailed explanation of the reason for 
the immediate release in a retrial after an indictment had been amended, 
even though petitions regarding the conviction were filed and rejected. The 
convicted murderer will quickly become the hero of the Palestinian street, 
in the Palestinian kindergartens boys and girls will appear waving hands 
dipped in red as they were immediately after the murder. Abbas will receive 
him in his office and his family will continue to receive the support given to 
all the terrorists who are sitting in Israeli jails. 
 It would be proper that an objective legal opinion should examine all 
the circumstances of the case, and especially the legal proceedings that led 
to the conviction and the arrangement that led to the release. That is not 
how to build a bulwark in the war against terror, and certainly not how to 
build the trial.   (Israel National News Mar 30) 
 

A Different America 
By Boaz Bismuth 
 Ever since Donald 
Trump was sworn in as president of 
the United States, those same 
commentators who were wrong about 
his chances of getting there have been 
insistent upon explaining to us why he 
is actually not good for Israel. At first, 
they said that he is not really pro-

Israel; afterward, they accused him of failing to condemn the bomb threats 
against Jewish institutions, despite the fact that he sharply condemned 
them, and despite the fact that the prime suspect in the string of threats is 
an Israeli Jew; and then they claimed that he is not in our favor because he 
sought coordination on settlement construction and because he has not yet 
determined a date on which to move the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem. 
 But the same camp of accusers decided for some reason to ignore the 
foreign policy revolution that he managed to carry out with regards to 
Israel during his first two months in office, after eight years of hostility 
from Washington. And U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki 
Haley is the embodiment of the administration's pro-Israel line, at least 
when it comes to declarations at international forums. 
 On Monday, she once again proved that the attitude toward Israel and 
its security under the 44th president has been thrown into the dustbin of 
history. In an unforgettable performance at the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee conference, she silenced the "experts" who claimed 
that the Trump administration is not as pro-Israel as we thought. The 
strong kid in class -- the United States -- is once again our best friend, and 
the rest of the kids in class -- the hypocritical world -- can go explode 
from jealousy. Not only did we not lose America, friends, America has 
returned to us in the international arena, and in a big way. 
 For years, the United Nations consistently and systematically aimed its 
poisoned arrows at the only democracy in the region in order to please the 
tyrants surrounding it, even when the conflict was no longer interesting to 
the world. But immediately upon taking on her position, Haley made it 
clear that on her watch, the world will have to get used to a different 
America. 
 Several weeks ago, she said the United Nations could "benefit from a 
fresh set of eyes" and a new vision. Haley added that the U.S. would 
"show our strength, show our voice, have the backs of our allies, and make 
sure that our allies have our back as well." She promised to work to make 
improve things, "and anything that seems to be obsolete and not necessary, 
we’re going to do away with." 
 A short time has passed and Haley already has results to show: She 
torpedoed the appointment of former Palestinian Authority President 
Salam Fayyad as the U.N. envoy to Libya; she successfully pressured to 
have a U.N. document accusing Israel of apartheid scrapped, leading to the 
resignation of U.N. Undersecretary General Rima Khalaf, who was 
responsible for the document. She also boycotted the special (and 
misguided) standing discussion on Israel and the territories at the Human 
Rights Council, leading to a fresh new line from Britain as well. 
 New winds are prevailing in Washington and the world is quiet. And 
that's a good thing, for a change. The world is quiet because it is listening, 
and it understands that Trump is not prepared to trade in Israel to make 
others like him. 
 Former U.S. President Barack Obama did his part, especially with his 
well-packaged parting gift, which was coordinated with several other 
capitals around the world -- U.N. Security Council Resolution 2334, 
which essentially outlaws all settlements in the territories as well as the 
Western Wall. This was a present to the Palestinians that will follow us for 
many years (it is very hard to undo U.N. resolutions). It happened, but, as 
Haley promised at the AIPAC conference, it will not happen again. "The 
days of Israel-bashing are over," she told the audience in Washington. 
 Haley was the governor of South Carolina until her appointment. She 
is thought to be a likely and promising candidate in the 2024 presidential 
race, after the Trump era. Some say she accepted the appointment as a 
way to develop her talents in the field of foreign policy. She clearly 
arrived prepared for the job and then some. 
 Haley also sent us another message: With Obama, we always felt that 
we were in overdraft at the U.N., but with her, we always feel like we 
have a positive balance. Long live the difference. 
 Does anyone miss Obama?    (Israel Hayom Mar 29) 
 

 
 

 

ISRAEL NEWS 

A collection of the week’s news from Israel 
From the Bet El Twinning / Israel Action Committee of 

Beth Avraham Yoseph of Toronto Congregation 

Readers are requested to please mail contributions to: BAYT - re: Israel News, 613 Clark Avenue West, Thornhill, Ontario. L4J 5V3 
Annual Rates: Friend - $36, Supporter - $50, Benefactor - $180. Dedications are welcome at $120/week. Call (905) 886-3810 for further info.    

See Israel News on the internet at www.bayt.ca and www.frumtoronto.com or email LWZ@Zeifmans.ca to request to be added to the weekly email. 
Opinions expressed do not necessarily represent the views of BAYT. 

 

בס״ד
 

mailto:LWZ@Zeifmans.ca
http://www.bayt.ca/
http://www.frumtoronto.com/
mailto:LWZ@Zeifmans.ca


Free to Commit Jihad Against the Jews       By Ruthie Blum 
 In October 2011, a female Palestinian terrorist named Ahlam Tamimi -- 
who had assisted in the bombing of the Sbarro pizzeria in Jerusalem 10 
years earlier -- was released from an Israeli prison and shortly thereafter 
immigrated to Jordan. 
 Though, in 2003, she received 16 consecutive life sentences for her 
accompanying Izz al-Din Shuheil al-Masri to the bustling fast-food 
restaurant in the center of Israel's capital -- where he blew himself up, 
killing 15 innocent Israelis and tourists (among them seven children and a 
pregnant woman) and wounding another 130 -- Tamimi was freed in the 
deal to release Gilad Schalit. 
 For more than five years, beginning in 2006, Israel had been engaged in 
fruitless diplomatic and military efforts to force the terrorist organization 
Hamas to return abducted IDF Cpl. Gilad Schalit from captivity in Gaza. 
Fearing that the young man's time was running out -- and helpless in the 
face of mass public pressure by Schalit's parents and the public, the Israeli 
government ultimately agreed to the demand of the jihadists calling the 
shots. This involved exchanging 1,027 mostly Palestinian terrorists for the 
single soldier. 
 Two hundred and eighty of these terrorist prisoners had been 
incarcerated for carrying out deadly attacks against Israelis; Hamas 
operative Tamimi was prominent among them. Nor was she notorious in 
Israel alone. Since two American citizens had been victims of the Sbarro 
carnage, Tamimi was also known in the United States. 
 Earlier this month, on March 14, the world was reminded of Tamimi, 
when the FBI announced that it had placed her on its list of "Most Wanted 
Terrorists" and the U.S. Justice Department requested that Jordan extradite 
her to the United States to stand trial for conspiring to use a weapon of 
mass destruction against American nationals on foreign soil, resulting in 
their death. 
 On March 19, as the Middle East Media Research Institute (MEMRI) 
reported, Tamimi tweeted: "If USA afraid about its citizens, mustn't 
sending them to Palestine [sic]." 
 On March 20, the Amman Court of Cassation -- akin to the Supreme 
Court -- rejected the U.S.'s extradition request. 
 On March 22, a buoyed Tamimi gave an interview to the Muslim 
Brotherhood-affiliated weekly newspaper Assabeel, in which she said -- 
according to a MEMRI translation from the Arabic -- "After my release as 
part of the released-prisoner deal, I lived my life normally, with my 
released-prisoner husband Nizar Al-Tamimi [also freed in the prisoner 
exchange]. We started a family, completed our studies, and then began 
[looking] for work. We led the normal life that was denied us when we 
were in the Zionist prisons. ... When the Americans demanded to arrest me, 
I was surprised, because I didn't know that the victims [of the Sbarro 
bombing] included two Americans. I know that the Zionists came [to Israel] 
from all over the world and they had no [other] place, but I did not know 
the victims' nationalities." 
 However, she went on, "We released prisoners do not complain, 
because we know that the path of jihad has many obstacles and many 
rewards, [but also] many tests. I placed my trust in Allah, but it was a shock 
and was accompanied by great rage, because I hate injustice and will not 
agree to be rearrested after incarceration in the Zionist enemy's prisons. I 
then launched my legal jihad, which is a different form of jihad, after the 
jihad in Palestine." 
 Tamimi also rejected being classified as a terrorist, calling it a "sick 
thought" induced by the attempt on the part of the "Zionist entity ... to exert 
ideological influence, through organizations that believe in normalization, 
the rights of the other, and freedom of speech." 
 Finally, Tamimi offered her advice to Palestinian and Jordanian 
women. "Our war with the Zionist enemy is an ideological war, from the 
days of the Prophet Muhammad to this day. ... Believe in your idea and 
believe that your children are part of the generation of the coming liberation 
[of Palestine] ... a word or idea that you plant in your son could be the cause 
of real change in the future. ... Jordan is a vein of Palestine, and once you 
know that you wish to be a martyr on the land of Al-Ribat [the frontier zone 
of the war between Muslims and non-Muslims], you will have to struggle 
[to gain] this martyrdom. You must view all of your actions, whether in or 
out of the house, [as an act] for Allah." 
 Tamimi was a 20-year-old student and part-time journalist at the time 
of the Sbarro bombing. In the immediate aftermath of the bloodbath, she 
recounted smiling broadly when she heard news of the Jewish death toll 
continuing to rise. Upon her arrival in Jordan, she told a Hamas website that 
she "would do it all over again. It was a calculated action that was 
conducted out of persuasion and faith in Allah." 
 Thanks to the "Zionist enemy" -- which does not have the death penalty 
and so values the life of each of its citizens that it exchanged more than 
1,000 murderers for Schalit -- Tamimi has been a free woman since the age 

of 30. And thanks to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, which signed a 
peace treaty with the "Zionist entity" in 1994, Tamimi will continue to 
enjoy state protection to preach jihad and martyrdom against the Jews. 
 Let her story, and that of Israeli policy, be a lesson -- and a warning. 
(Israel Hayom Mar 27) 
 

 
Extreme Measures as Calculated Risks        By Shaul Shay 
 The assassination of Mazen Faqha, a high-ranking member of Hamas' 
military wing, raises several questions about the necessary strategy in the 
war on terror. Israel has thus far not responded to Hamas' accusations that 
it was behind Faqha's death, and therefore the discussion will focus on the 
broader context without touching on Israel's alleged involvement. 
 Since the 1950s, when Israel fought the Gaza-based Palestinian 
terrorist groups known as the Fedayeen, targeted assassinations have been 
a staple in its war on terror. Targeted assassinations have been used over 
the years to ravage various terrorist organizations at all levels, from the 
leaders to the professionals, among them the "engineers" who build bombs 
and explosives belts, to the operatives who carry out the attacks. 
 The advantages of targeted assassinations are manifold: By 
eliminating single terrorists, future attacks can be prevented; terrorists are 
forced to focus their efforts on personal survival, stunting their ability to 
attack Israel; pinpoint assassinations are psychologically demoralizing to 
terrorist groups; and the method helps minimize unwanted collateral 
damage. 
 Detractors of targeted assassinations tend to argue that every killed 
terrorist has a replacement, and that killing a terrorist will lead to an 
escalation in hostilities and revenge attacks. The answer to these 
arguments is that terrorist groups, by their very nature, try attacking 
regardless of any desire to avenge the death of one operative or another; 
and generally, a terrorist attack dedicated to avenging a comrade would 
have been carried out anyway. 
 It is correct to say that every terrorist has a replacement, but often the 
death of a senior terrorist disrupts the preparations for an attack, while all 
his valuable operational knowledge and experience are lost to the 
organization. 
 Israel's accumulated experience in this regard teaches us that 
calculated, measured use of the targeted assassination instrument, as part 
of the broader array of resources brought to bear against the enemy, can 
significantly contribute to the war on terror. A prime example of this was 
the series of targeted assassinations Israel carried out in 2004, the most 
prominent of which was the assassination of Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin, whose death forced the group to cease its suicide 
bombings and accept a "tahadiyeh" ("truce") with Israel. 
 To conclude, I believe targeted assassination is one of the more 
effective tools at Israel's disposal, the benefits of which outweigh the risks 
if used wisely.    (Israel Hayom Mar 27) 
The writer is a lecturer at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. 
 

 
At the Service of a Fake Reality       By Smadar Bat Adam 
 When actor Richard Gere came to Israel recently for the premiere of 
his film "Norman: The Moderate Rise and Tragic Fall of a New York 
Fixer," he took the opportunity to go on a tour of Hebron led by left-wing 
group Breaking the Silence. During the tour, Gere said the situation in 
Hebron's city center "is exactly like what the Old South was in America." 
 As far as Gere is concerned, the tough security measures Israel takes 
on Martyrs Street (which should really be called Killers Street, as it is 
named for those who are responsible for the deaths of many Jews), are all 
one needs to know about the city and the conflict. Gere seems to believe 
Israel has its own version of apartheid because of one street where there 
are restrictions on the movement of Palestinians. Let's hope he was just 
being naive and was convinced by what Breaking the Silence wanted him 
to hear and see. 
 Gere was not given the proper context, nor did he receive a briefing on 
the killing of the city's Jews throughout history. He saw a manufactured 
reality, a fake reality. Nine hundred years ago, Jews were accused of using 
the blood of Christian children for religious worship. Such libels have 
been used throughout history to incite the masses against the Jews and 
justify pogroms and systematic killings. 
 Today the Palestinians use the same tactics, spreading similar 
falsehoods. 
 One of their most successful propaganda victories involves Martyrs 
Street. They have somehow created the narrative that the decision to 
prevent Palestinians from accessing the street was made after Jewish 
extremist Baruch Goldstein massacred Muslims in the Cave of Patriarchs 
in 1994. But in fact the strict security measures were introduced during the 



Second Intifada (Palestinian uprising), when Palestinian terrorists 
perpetrated a spate of attacks against Jews in the city, including one that 
killed 12 soldiers. 
 Despite the complex situation on that street, Hebron has remained a 
vibrant Palestinian city, with a bustling trade scene. And, by the way, the 
real people who have been denied the right to visit the city of their 
forefathers and foremothers are the Jews. In 1929, the Jews in the city -- the 
most ancient Jewish city -- were massacred by their Arab neighbors, and 
the rest had to flee, until the 1967 Six-Day War. It was not their rights to 
freedom of movement or freedom of worship that were infringed upon; it 
was their right to life. 
 "The Palestinians are lying; so what?" I hear people say. That is the 
wrong response. Spreading this false narrative, as Breaking the Silence 
does, should not be dismissed as insignificant. 
 "Do you really think Gere was right when he compared Hebron to the 
Old South? Is that the right analogy?" a Channel 2 News reporter asked 
Nadav Weiman, the Breaking of the Silence guide who showed Gere 
around. Weiman's response was more or less along the lines of: "Whatever 
helps end the occupation." 
 Regardless of politics, this is a false depiction of reality. This is a blood 
libel against Israel.    (Israel Hayom Mar 27) 
 

 
Haredi MKs Must Do More    By Nehemia Rosenfeld 

My military service is my so called "sin." I was one of the first to join 
the special ultra-Orthodox military program at the Israeli Air Force. At the 
time I lived in a haredi (ultra-Orthodox) neighborhood in Ashdod. I never 
felt threatened, nor was I ever scorned for my decision to join the military. 
Only now, some six years later, I realize that being a haredi soldier in Israel 
is an act of courage. 
 Haredi soldiers have been under attack in recent years. It started with 
incitement against the so called hardakim -- a derogatory term used within 
the haredi community to describe "misguided" haredim who join the Israel 
Defense Forces -- and it has evolved into physical assaults. The situation 
became so dire that at one point, 600 haredi soldiers were exempted from 
wearing their uniforms outside the base, for their own protection. Indeed, 
more than 10% of haredim who serve say they fear being seen in uniform in 
their community. 
 The haredi MKs should have been first in line to unequivocally defend 
these soldiers. After all, they prove the longtime haredi argument that Torah 
study isn't just an excuse not to serve in the military – the fact is that these 
haredi men, who don't study, serve in the military. The haredi MKs could 
embrace them and use them to counter all the criticism leveled against the 
haredi sector for dodging the draft. But as it turns out, as intimidating as 
enlisting in the military as a haredi soldier may be, defending haredi 
soldiers and condemning the violence against them requires far more 
courage. 
 Over the years, haredi politicians have, by and large, decided to stay 
silent on this issue. Occasionally you hear them issue a general 
condemnation, but they never take concrete action to stop the violence 
against the soldiers in their community. Fear of radicals, criticism and mass 
protests have deterred haredi lawmakers from doing the right thing and 
saying the right thing. 
 This fear is not unfounded. Just this week we saw how those anti-
enlistment extremists can rally their troops and stage massive 
demonstrations, block key intersections and harass journalists and various 
officials. So much so that the haredi MKs appear to have themselves joined 
the campaign to hunt down haredi soldiers and intimidate them. 
 Only one haredi MK, Yakov Margi from Shas, broke ranks with his 
colleagues in the Knesset. Margi has been a vocal critic of these attacks and 
now wants to amend Israel's criminal code to make it an offense to attack -- 
verbally or physically -- a haredi soldier. His courage is commendable, for 
he is doing what has to be done without worrying about the reactions of 
fringe groups. 

Haredi MKs have not helped haredi soldiers, despite this group being 
part of their constituency (for now). But Margi has not shirked his duty and 
let's hope he manages to enlist other haredi MKs to this cause.    
The writer is a marketing and communications professional in the haredi 
sector. (Israel Hayom Mar 29) 
 

 
Dismantle the System        By Dror Eydar 
 This is how the method works: Shout "destruction of our culture," "a 
blow to democracy," "people are being silenced," and the media will come 
out in defense of the hapless artist who is allegedly being prevented from 
creating art. The great scam is the success of the Cossacks in turning a 
legitimate debate about freedom of funding into a debate about freedom of 

expression. But that is not what this is: freedom of expression is not up for 
discussion. The state is not trying to prohibit artists from denouncing it or 
its symbols. The state merely seeks to exercise its right not to fund such 
denunciation, just as it is not expected to fund anti-state protests -- only to 
allow them to take place. 
 For years, the Israeli Left has behaved as though Israel's cultural 
institutions were its own private property. The cultural foundations, the 
national theater, the film industry, the Israel Prize, the museums (even the 
university humanities departments and the judicial system) and many 
more power centers that are not subject to the rules of democracy have all 
traditionally preferred people with a very specific worldview. Obviously, 
the declared reasons were "professional." Much to our shame, since the 
political revolution in 1977 (when a right-wing government first rose to 
power after decades of left-wing political hegemony), the Likud and the 
Right have not managed to change the system. 
 The Israel Film Fund is one of the worst examples. Out of about 80 
million shekels ($22 million) handed out by the Culture Ministry each 
year, about two-thirds are given to the Israel Film Fund and the 
Rabinowitz Foundation for film. Over the years, complaints against the 
foundations, which behave like private members' clubs, have piled up. Just 
look at the list of films that were accepted and those that were rejected. 
The ones that are accepted almost exclusively fall into line with a 
particular worldview. (If you ask them what worldview that is, they will 
say "critical," but just try to submit a film that is critical of their ideas and 
you'll be met with their creative excuses.) 
 There is no transparency in the judging panels, which make choices 
based on the personal tastes of their members and especially the taste of 
the artistic director, who conquered the fund a long time ago and now 
occupies the director's chair for an unlimited term. Occupation corrupts. 
 The claim of multiculturalism also falls short, as the required 
"criticism" often ensures that even representations of remote views in 
society are done from a hegemonic, Tel-Avivian, leftist perspective. 
 The foundations claim that the rejected screenplays are not worthy 
artistically. I do not believe them. This is the same familiar forced 
politicization. Experience shows that at almost every place where the Left 
is exclusively in control, there is no entrance granted to opposing 
worldviews, unless the Left is forced to allow them in. That is precisely 
what Culture Minister Miri Regev is trying to do, and rightly so. 
 Here is one example of many: Menora Hazani -- an esteemed, 
fascinating director with a rich world to present to the Israeli public, 
though not in the hostile and alienated manner of the old establishment. 
Hazani is the daughter of Benny Katzover, one of the leaders of the 
settlement movement in Judea and Samaria. She has rare material 
documenting one of the great Zionist enterprises of the new age. This 
should interest those opposed to the settlements, but she has been rejected 
four times. For professional reasons, of course. She has now started a 
crowdfunding campaign in the hope that the public will fund her film. 
 On Wednesday, Army Radio's Yael Dan said: "It is the state's job to 
fund those who criticize it -- in every democracy." I will admit that I did 
not know a state has such a duty. Director Rani Blair said: "Everything 
must be funded in a democratic state -- all art. That is the duty of a 
democracy." Nothing less! If the state has to fund all art, why is 
established culture in Israel so one dimensional? We did not hear similar 
claims when the funds benefited a narrow social and political group. Why 
should we rely on the taste of a few people to determine what is good art? 
 And a fundamental question: Why does the state need to intervene in 
our lives and fund culture, film and public broadcasting at all? That is not 
democracy. That is fascism.   (Isreal Hayom Mar 30) 
 

 
Hijacking Feminism      By Barbara Sofer    
As a head-covering Jewish woman, long committed to both Zionism and 
feminism, the assertion that you can’t be both pro-women’s rights and pro-
Israel is absurd and exasperating. 
 I mention the head covering only because so many women at 
demonstrations seem to be wearing hats. Non-Muslims were actually 
wearing hijabs as an expression of feminist solidarity. 

Not that I have anything against hijabs. In a crowded hospital elevator 
last week, every one of us women was wearing some kind of head 
covering: wig, scarf, hat, hijab. Several of the women were doctors and 
nurses. This is daily life in Jerusalem, the capital of Israel. I’m proud to be 
living in a free country where we can go to work, school or pool wearing 
any head covering that we fancy. 
 I would hate to live where women are not allowed to wear ethnic garb 
or, conversely, where women are forced to cover up. Please note that last 
month, Georgian- American chess champion Nazi (pronounced NazEE) 
Paikidze refused to compete in Iran, where she would be forced to play in 



a hijab, which she sees as a symbol of oppression. 
I also understand the motivation of Palestinian women who are trying 

to hijack the women’s movement to serve their political purposes. They 
want to use the tactics that have succeeded in the past. International 
women’s conferences – as far back at least as the first UN Decade for 
Women designated in Mexico City in 1975 – were derailed to become 
attacks on Israel. Academic gatherings, including the annual meeting of the 
National Women’s Studies Association, have deteriorated into Israel- 
bashing fests. Why not ride the wave of political discontent and uncertainty 
in the United States to push American women worried about women’s 
rights into the anti-Israel/anti-Jewish camp? Most of the media responses to 
Linda Sarsour, the executive director of the Arab American Association in 
New York, who was one of the organizers of the large Women’s March in 
January, have focused on the irony of her attacking the Middle Eastern 
country where women have the most rights. We can assume that Sarsour 
knows how well Israel stacks up against Arab states on the Sharansky 
standard for freedom: being able to stand in a public square and shout out 
your opinion. 
 Sarsour’s trotting out the old canard about pregnant women being 
stopped from entering Israel – long ago proven to be an urban legend – was 
a giveaway that she’s peddling fake news. Even though she lives in 
Brooklyn, she must know from relatives that no day goes by without 
thousands of Palestinians being treated in Israeli hospitals by Jewish and 
Arab staff. 
 In last week’s “Why people believe provably false things,” New York 
Times journalists Amanda Taub and Brendan Nyhan confirmed that “even 
when myths are dispelled, their effect lingers.” 
 Decades of fables and accusations against Israel have had their impact 
in eroding Israel’s good name. Note the previously unthinkable tolerance 
for having a convicted terrorist murderer – also convicted in the United 
States of immigration fraud – as a leader of a national women’s action. 
Rasmea Odeh, who confessed to murdering two Hebrew University 
students by placing a bomb in a coffee can in a Jerusalem supermarket, led 
the American Women’s Strike on March 8. She proudly belonged to the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, which claimed the bombing as 
its own, together with an earlier attack on El Al flight 432 in Zurich. After 
serving 10 years of a life sentence, Odeh was among the 76 prisoners 
exchanged for an Israeli soldier who’d crossed into Lebanon. In a reversal 
of feminism, women are often released earlier than male terrorists. Odeh 
somehow got “the decolonization of Palestine” on a feminist platform. 
 These women cannot define feminism for me. 
 We Jews, ever conscious of our slavery in Egypt, are proudly among 
the first to advocate for freedom. Both in the Civil Rights Movement and in 
the feminist movement, Jewish women have played important roles. A 
pantheon of Jewish women, among them Bella Abzug, Betty Friedan, 
Susan Faludi, Gloria Steinem, Carol Gilligan and Phyllis Chesler qualify 
for the feminist hall of fame. 
 Chesler, an emerita professor of psychology and women’s studies at 
City University of New York and the author of 14 books (among them her 
memoir An American Bride in Kabul) has been the most vocal in 
identifying the anti-Israel elements growing in what she calls “faux-
feminism.” She has paid a high price for sounding the alarm. Ostracized by 
former comrades and ironically called antisemitic for her willingness to 
speak out in politically incorrect forums, she continues to face down those 
who support boycotts of Israel and who claim they are saving Israel’s soul 
by educating all of us who live here and vote in our government. 
 I am grateful for her courage. 
 Bending over backward “to see the other side” is our favorite exercise, 
but even gymnasts can fall. No matter our political party affiliation, we 
cannot give in to the hijacking of feminism. It’s the responsibility of all of 
us Israel-faithful women of all faiths, whatever our hair covering or lack of 
hair covering, to strike down this venomous manipulation of women’s 
ongoing struggle for equality.     (Jerusalem Post Mar 30) 
 

 
Support for Israel is Vital to Defeat Terror      By Gabriel Rosenberg    

Last Wednesday Europe was targeted by yet another barbaric radical 
Islamic terrorist attack. This time a British-born Muslim convert, Khalid 
Masood, drove across the Westminister Bridge, running over pedestrians 
along the way, then stabbed a policeman guarding the UK Parliament to 
death before being neutralized.  
 The attack resulted in four innocent people murdered and over 40 
wounded; Britain’s deadliest attack since the 2005 London bombings. 
Islamic State (ISIS) has claimed responsibility for the attack. 

This was not the first time the West has been the target of a vehicular 
terrorist attack. 
 The two most deadly occurred in Nice and Berlin less than a year ago, 

where 84 and 12 people respectively were murdered by radical Islamic 
terrorists. Also Ohio State University was targeted by a vehicular ramming 
and stabbing attack late last year. 

Sadly, this reality is all too familiar to Israelis who, in just the past 
year and a half, have been the target of 171 stabbing attacks and 110 
attempted stabbings; 141 shooting attacks; and 55 vehicular (ramming) 
attacks. 
 The attacks in London, Nice, Berlin, Ohio and others were clearly 
inspired by the Palestinian terrorist attacks in Israel and by ISIS’s online 
propaganda that praised the Palestinian terrorism methods. 
 Because the threat of radical Islamic terrorism is rather new to the 
West, its leaders and media are still struggling to correctly identify the 
threat and are therefore unable to effectively repel it. In the name of often 
well-intended political correctness, many in the West try to blame the 
existence of terrorism on largely irrelevant factors such as poverty, social 
injustice, foreign policy blunders and even the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
 Although these factors may or may not fuel radical Islamic terrorism, 
none of them are the cause of it. Radical Islamic terrorists, or jihadists, are 
driven by Islamism – a political ideology with roots in Muslim scriptures 
that calls for the destruction of Western society and the establishment of 
Sharia law (Islamic law) worldwide. The Western world, including Israel, 
is a target of jihadist aggression because we cherish, represent and defend 
values that oppose Islamism – such as democracy, equality, freedom of 
speech and freedom of religion. 
 Once the true cause of radical Islamic terrorism is understood, which 
is happening slowly but surely, the West will realize that Israel is a 
valuable partner in the fight against terrorism and that condemning Israeli 
self-defense practices or “the occupation” will not prevent or diminish the 
jihadists’ aggression. Jihadists attack us for who we are and what we stand 
for, and they will never stop unless we unconditionally submit to their 
ideology or utterly defeat them. 
 Partly because of its geographical location, and partly because it is a 
Jewish state, Israel is the main target of radical Islamic terrorism. 
 Terrorists often view Israel as test-case before exporting the terrorism 
strategies and methods to the West, including vehicular and stabbing 
attacks, suicide bombings, aircraft hijackings, the use of human shields 
and more. 
 Besides the fact that supporting a fellow democracy is the right thing 
to do, the West should support Israel in its fight against terrorism because 
it will weaken that same ideology and movement that targets the West. 
 Furthermore, by treating Israel as a partner instead of as the cause of 
terrorism, the West can learn from Israel’s decades of experience in 
fighting terrorism while remaining a vibrant democracy. 
 Many in the West rightfully fear that terrorism will be a part of our 
lives for the foreseeable future. Luckily for them, Israel has proven that 
despite being the target of more terrorist attacks than any other Western 
country, it can not only endure but prosper both economically and 
socially. Israel has one of the lowest unemployment rates among OECD 
countries (slightly above 4%), and one of the highest GDP growth rates 
for 2016 (3.8%). Israel’s population is one of the world’s happiest (11th) 
and healthiest (9th) with an average life expectancy that is three years 
longer than in the US (82 years). 
 Israel should serve as an inspiration to the West in the fight against 
terrorism instead of being treated like a punching bag. 
 There are many ways for the West to help Israel with mutually 
beneficial outcomes. 
 Western leaders need to stop condemning Israeli-self defense practices 
and instead forcefully condemn Palestinian terrorism. 
 Palestinian terrorists and the Palestinian Authority which encourages 
terrorism need to face serious consequences for their actions. 
 Governments and security agencies should cooperate with Israel on 
counter- terrorism efforts and share intelligence. 
 Western governments should stop funding NGOs, organizations and 
authorities that support, promote, or engage in terrorism against Israel. 
The world should stop looking the other way as Hamas steals foreign aid 
to build its terrorist army, Hezbollah continues to rearm and Iran 
repeatedly threatens Israel with annihilation. Democratic countries should 
support Israel in international forums instead of restraining it in its fight 
against terrorism. 
 By dealing a blow to terrorists targeting Israel, terrorists all around the 
world will get the message. The free and democratic world stands united 
against radical Islamic terrorism, understands the threat, and has the 
conviction, will and perseverance to defeat it.   (Jerusalem Mar 29) 
The writer is a member of the Jewish Diplomatic Corps, a flagship 
program of the World Jewish Congress, and a board member of the 
Zionist Federation of Sweden. 


