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The Embassy will Move . . . and the World won’t End 
By Jonathan S. Tobin 

Instead of waiting until 2019 or 2020, the U.S. embassy to Israel will 
move from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in May. On Friday, the Trump 
administration said the ceremony converting a Jerusalem consulate into the 
embassy would coincide with Israel’s 70th birthday celebrations. 

Unlike Trump’s initial announcement recognizing the holy city as 
Israel’s capital, the reaction to this latest one turned out to be substantially 
low-key. The Arab world and Muslim populations didn’t take to the streets 
to protest or commit mayhem. Countries that were already critical of Israel 
and of Trump’s stand issued pro forma statements. The Palestinian 
Authority protested the idea of the United States celebrating a date they 
regard as the anniversary of their Nakba (“disaster”), but that’s as far as it 
went. 
 All of which ought to alert the peddlers of conventional wisdom about 
the conflict that this isn’t the only thing they’ve been wrong about. They’ve 
been telling us for decades that the actions currently being taken by Trump 
would wind up setting the world on fire. But there’s more to the lesson that 
the embassy saga teaches, other than Jerusalem not being as big a deal to 
the Islamic world as we’ve been told. 
 The notion that Palestinian grievances are the sole or even main cause 
of instability in the Middle East was always a myth. So is the idea that 
peace can happen before the Palestinians admit defeat in their century-old 
war against Zionism. Yet by creating a fact on the ground that does nothing 
to impede a theoretical peace agreement, the United States has also exposed 
the hollow nature of the anti-Israel consensus that holds that any Western 
recognition of reality that forces the Palestinians to give up their illusions is 
inadmissible. If peace is to ever to come—and right now, it seems a long 
way off—it will be built on the kind of realism that Trump is employing, 
not on the kind of appeasement of Palestinian fantasies that often 
characterized the policies of previous presidents. 
 The problem starts with the fact that sovereignty over the city was 
never settled by an international agreement. Jerusalem was designated as an 
international zone by the 1947 partition agreement set forth by the United 
Nations. Not only was that scheme a nonstarter, Israel’s War of 
Independence ended with the city divided—with the Western part under 
Israeli control and the eastern part, including the Old City, under illegal 
Jordanian occupation. 
 The world held off on recognizing western Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
in part because of the expectation that a peace treaty was inevitable, and 
because others were simply waiting for the next war to result in the 
extinction of the Jewish state. Nothing changed after Israel’s victory in the 
1967 Six-Day War that united the city. Some continued to wait for a peace 
the Arab world pledged not to make, while others still clung to the fantasy. 

The problem with waiting was that holding off only served to reinforce 
Palestinian rejectionism. That became especially true since the Oslo 
Accords in 1993, which had the unintended consequence of encouraging 
Palestinian intransigence rather than ending it. To this day, the supposedly 
moderate Palestinian Authority continues to deny—as its leader, Mahmoud 
Abbas, has repeatedly done—Jewish ties to the city, or that the Temple 
Mount and the Western Wall are ancient Jewish holy places. In that sense, 
they are little better than their Hamas rivals. 
 The P.A.’s Western donors and Arab patrons know this is nonsense. 
But by pandering to their denial by holding off recognition of Israel’s 
capital, the world ensured that the Palestinians were not forced to rethink 
their rejectionist political culture. Instead of the Trump administration 
inflaming the conflict, it has been the willingness of everyone else to 
indulge Palestinian fantasies that has been the problem. 
 Nothing Trump is doing precludes the possibility of a two-state 
solution, if indeed one were otherwise possible. All the United States has 
done is to recognize what has been the truth on the ground for 70 years. 
Jerusalem is the capital of Israel. 

 Once the U.S. 
consulate puts a new 
sign on the building 
declaring it the official embassy, the 
Palestinians will still be free to 
negotiate a two-state solution that 
could, in theory, redivide the city and 
allocate part as the Palestinian capital. 
If they don’t, it won’t be because U.S. 

Ambassador to Israel David Friedman no longer has his desk in Tel Aviv. 
It will be for the same reason they’ve consistently rejected peace all along: 
They’re locked in the same tragic mindset that has continued to nurture 
their failed war against Israel. 
 Peace will have to await a sea change in their culture that will make it 
possible for their leaders to choose peace, rather than, as Abbas has 
consistently done, to pander to religious and nationalist fantasies that 
preclude it. The first step toward that goal can only be taken once the 
international community that has enabled them to hold onto their 
destructive vision begins telling them to accept the reality regarding 
Jerusalem, as well as to give up subsidizing and fomenting terror. 
 As Trump has proven, doing so won’t blow up the world. The only 
question now is whether he understands what he’s done. If, as reports 
indicate, he pushes forward a new peace deal predicated on more Israeli 
concessions, he will only encourage Palestinian illusions and repeat the 
same errors made by Presidents Obama, Bush and Clinton. If that happens, 
it will prove that even Trump can still fall prey to the influence of outdated 
and discredited “experts,” whose myths about the conflict should have 
been discarded long ago.   (JNS Feb 26) 
 

 
Overpopulation – Really?      By Leonie Ben-Simon    

Predictions that Israel’s population is expected to reach 20 million by 
the end of 2065 may be correct. Should we fear this as a disaster? It all 
depends upon if you believe in the word “overpopulation.” Can there be 
such a thing for the Jewish state? 
 Warnings of overpopulation and its impact upon the environment, 
infrastructure, crowded classrooms, overworked hospitals and poverty, 
and labeling a high birthrate as unsustainable are plain and simply wrong. 
There are other root causes of these issues that most societies face today. 

It is barely a hundred years ago that most families had six, eight or 10 
offspring. In Western countries this has been truncated to a standard of 
two children or less. During the past 60 or 80 years we have seen a 
collapse of family values, an increase in wholesale selfishness, a 
significant percentage of people never marrying, an even larger percentage 
of those who do divorcing, together with a switch to worshiping money at 
the expense of a raising large families. 
 Since when has the Jewish people had to play by the rules of other 
societies? We believe that God provides. It may be through having more 
gas or oil revenues than some of the Gulf States, it may be through sales of 
hi-tech or a totally new form of wealth – from crypto-currency to totally 
new inventions. It is the government’s responsibility to share that wealth 
among the people, not to let it escape offshore, and to reward high 
birthrate as a national priority. The nay-sayers who forecast that the world 
would run out of food many years ago were wrong, the same as those 
today forecasting that Israel’s population growth is unsustainable. 
 We have found new ways to grow food, to quadruple harvests, to have 
productive greenhouses in barren areas and even to plant vertical gardens 
against hi-rise buildings. Was it conceivable years ago that Israel would 
have desalination plants? What is missing in the calculations of the great 
experts who predict doom and gloom is faith: faith in ourselves to find 
solutions, and faith in God. 
 It is a tragedy that abortions are common. It is a tragedy that families 
honestly believe that hundreds of toys and brand-name clothing are what 
children need.  What they really need are brothers and sisters, the warmth 
of a family to grow up with, to share life’s experiences with, both when 
they are young and when they are older, to lean on and to love each other. 
They also need to share the responsibility of care for their parents. Friends 
and neighbors come and go, but families are the backbone of society. 

China is a good example of where things went wrong. The one-child 
policy introduced in 1979 and now being phased out has had disastrous 
consequences. Not only is there a dearth of women for men to marry, as 
males are preferred in Chinese culture, but the growing elderly population 
is too large to be supported by the smaller numbers of workers. 
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 Side effects have included theft of female babies and children, elderly 
people with no support systems and children who have grown up extremely 
self-centered. 
 Some European countries dropped their birthrates again and again, and 
now have their cultures being replaced by migrants with totally different 
values to their own, together with a very high birthrate. 
 Solutions to overcrowded classrooms are only now being tackled in 
Israel, primarily aimed at the periphery, with Internet lessons being beamed 
to students in large numbers. Schools are not babysitters, but places of 
learning. The issue of 40 children in a class needs a different approach. 
Technology can easily take the burden off individual teachers, by delivering 
the bulk of education differently. There is a lot to learn from the havruta 
method used by older children in yeshivot. The present model does not 
have to be the optimum one and should not be part of the discussion of 
what is falsely labeled “overpopulation.” 
 The Land of Israel is mostly empty. Places that were deserts 70 years 
ago are now blooming. There are vast tracts of land available for building, 
maybe not in the middle of Tel Aviv but in much of the country. The 
problem of slowing housing development is not the fault of the population. 
The demand is there and can easily be met, as it was when millions of olim 
arrived in the great waves of immigration of the past century. Apartment 
buildings were put up as the ships docked and the planes landed. As for 
damaging existing biodiversity, it is now the norm to plan new building 
developments with green spaces and national parks. 
 Many years ago the Jewish Agency had population figures of Jews 
worldwide. They drew a line through the figure for Russia, believing that 
within a few years those Jews would all assimilate and be lost. They could 
not have been more wrong, with over a million Russian Jews suddenly 
arriving in Israel. Israel has to expect influxes of Jews at all times, whether 
it be from Turkey or Ukraine today, or the United States tomorrow. We 
Jews have no guarantees of safety anywhere except in Israel. 
 To say that it is unpatriotic to have many children does seem to be no 
more than a joke. How can a tiny Israel, surrounded by Arab countries with 
hundreds of millions of inhabitants and phenomenal birthrates, even think 
of reducing its population? This agenda runs contrary to the strategic 
interest of Israel, a country with a high percentage of citizens under the age 
of 15 underpinning the older population that in a few years will need their 
support. 
 The criticism of the high birthrate in the haredi (ultra-Orthodox) sector 
must be examined in the light of fear that they will constitute a significant 
proportion of the population in a few short years and that they will not have 
the same values as the secular community. This has been the actual policy 
of the administration since the days of Ben-Gurion, when socialism and 
modernism tried to overrule the traditional Jewish way of life and made it 
very difficult for traditional Jews to take part in power politics. 
 It is no wonder that the secular decision-makers are aghast at the 
growing power of haredim and the wholesale demographic changes. It is no 
accident that the birthrate in Tel Aviv is lower than in Beersheva, Ashdod 
or Kiryat Gat, not to mention Yehuda and Shomron. 
 The poverty in haredi families can be alleviated. Affirmative action to 
include haredim in government jobs is just a beginning. Encouraging 
inclusion of maths and English studies in yeshivot to enable access to well-
paid jobs is the next step. Poverty is not an unsolvable problem, but will 
require cooperation and in particular respect to tackle. 
 The threat of a dissolution of society is punctuated with pointing out the 
day-to-day difficulties of driving a car on overcrowded roads, the bane of 
many Israelis. Is it too futuristic to believe that cars can be replaced by a 
totally different type of transport? Is it realistic to believe that everyone 
commuting to work may not necessary be doing so in 50 years? The 
numbers of businesspeople in the world who work from home offices are 
only the beginning. Patterning our future developments on the new cities 
being developed in China can be one way that we can find other ways of 
transporting people and living our lives. 
 Unfortunately, many of our experts have drawn conclusions and given 
opinions that are irrelevant for Israel. The aim of the government should be 
to use lateral solutions to address issues that have nothing to do with the 
birthrate and to create wealth so that all citizens of Israel can live 
comfortably.   (Jerusalem Post Feb 28) 
 

 
Starve Terrorists of Funding         By Uri Heitner 
 The Ministerial Committee for Legislation last week approved 
legislation submitted by Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman to prevent 
the Palestinian Authority from paying terrorists and their relatives. Should 
the bill become law, Israel would deduct the salaries the PA pays terrorists 
and their families from the tax funds collected by Israel for the PA. 
 The bill is a step in the right direction, first and foremost from a moral 
perspective – in that it highlights the absurd reality in which Israel and the 
free world are helping the PA at the same time that it finances terrorists. 
The proposal also makes it clear we must hit them where it hurts: in their 

pockets. 
 The problem is that, from a practical perspective, the legislation does 
not provide a real solution to the problem. According to the wording of the 
bill, "The ministerial committee will have the authority to decide not to 
deduct the amount determined in the report, or decide on deducting a 
smaller amount as well as to cancel the past deduction of funds at any time 
… for special reasons of national security and foreign relations." 
 No government would want to tie its own hands, and rightly so. 
Nevertheless, in this instance, it seems the wording of the proposed 
legislation will prevent the implementation of the law, and the deduction 
will be symbolic, if at all. 
 Deducting the money the PA pays to support terrorists from the tax 
funds it transfers to Ramallah will not make the PA end its support for 
terrorism. If anything, the cuts will be felt in areas like welfare and health, 
and the Palestinian propaganda will present Israel as instigating a 
humanitarian crisis. We recently witnessed as much in the "humanitarian 
disaster" campaign in the Gaza Strip, when the United States announced it 
was contemplating ending its support for the U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency, which has responsibility for aid to Palestinian refugees. This 
propaganda campaign will result in major international pressure on Israel, 
which could bring the cabinet to fold. 
 Efforts to end the funding of terrorism, then, should be fought by other 
means. The "Starving Funds of Terror" campaign, headed by security 
expert Eitan Rilov, is working with the brightest of minds in the field in 
Israel and around the world. It offers a model that while relatively low-
cost could prove very effective. According to the model, a "tsunami" of 
personal lawsuits would be filed for every one of the tens of thousands of 
terror victims in Israel. The lawsuits would be filed against every 
individual that played a role in these attacks, from planning to 
perpetration. An intelligence center would be established that would assist 
the victims by gathering evidence tying the terrorists and their supporters 
to the attacks. Legal and economic barriers to the lawsuits' success would 
be removed, including by the full government funding of plaintiff 
expenses. 
 One lawsuit filed this year, which relied heavily on the campaign's 
model, resulted in a ruling granting the plaintiff 62 million shekels ($18 
million) in compensation from those responsible for the attack. If we act 
wisely and multiply the amount by the terror victims, it would be enough 
to bring about the collapse of the terror network. If an effective economic 
campaign is added to the military and diplomatic war, it would constitute a 
deathblow to terrorism.    (Israel Hayom Feb 25) 
 

 
When the 'Agent of Peace' Cries for Jihad      By Reuven Berko 
 There are those who claim that Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas is the last agent of Palestinian peace; that he has 
conceded the "right of return," is opposed to terror and the religious war 
"toward which the leaders of Israel are moving." According to this 
approach, Israel has to grab him tight and not let him go before we can 
sign a peace agreement, lest he leaves and is replaced by far more 
objectionable successors. 
 The Americans' recognition of a united Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel and their intention to transfer their embassy from Tel Aviv in May 
2018 – to coincide with the date of the Palestinian "nakba" (catastrophe) 
and the first days of fasting during the holy Muslim month of Ramadan – 
has wrenched Abbas from his closet of fraud and pushed him into a 
confrontational position, assuming of course that "the stranger doesn't 
understand" what he says in Arabic. 
 The PA president's most recent speech to the Islamic nation, from Al-
Azhar University in Cairo on January 17, was for all intents and purposes 
a blatant call for religious war against Israel. That speech preceded Hamas' 
threat that relocating the American Embassy would spark the fuse that will 
ignite the region, and calls from groups such as the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine to renew the armed struggle. 
 Abbas also adhered to an apocalyptic pathos, quoting from the Quran's 
Surah Al-Isra (The Night Journey), which contains the Prophet 
Muhammad's vision of the destruction of Israel and Jewish Jerusalem, 
Islam's impending conquest of the city, and its role as the key to peace and 
war: "You will work great mischief twice in the land and will become 
overbearingly arrogant. When the occasion of the first of the two 
mischiefs came, O Israelites, we raised against you such of our servants 
who were very mighty and formidable; so they penetrated through all parts 
of your country. This was a warning that was bound to be fulfilled. … 
Then, when the time came for the fulfillment of the second warning [to 
slaughter the Jews], we set other enemies [the Palestinians] on you so that 
they might disfigure your faces and enter into the temple [the Temple 
Mount] just as the former enemies had entered and destroyed whatever 
they could lay their hands on." 
 The absurdity is self-evident: On one hand, Abbas denies that we are 
the descendants of the Israelites and on the other, he calls for our 



destruction in a religious war, specifically within the framework of the 
Quran's prophecy about the "Israelites." 
 According to Abbas, Jerusalem is holy only to Islam and Christianity 
and time is coming to an end for Israel the usurper. The embrace of 
Christians in his speech was contradictory and manipulative and enough to 
make one sick, because he also accuses the hostile Westerners, the alleged 
descendants of the "Crusaders," of planting Israel as a "foreign object" on 
Islamic soil to do their bidding. 
 In the meantime, on behalf of the Palestinians – who have built a 
fortification on the front lines ("ribat") against Israel and are charged with 
the godly mission of destroying it – Abbas in his speech called upon the 
Islamic nation to help in the struggle to "liberate Jerusalem, the eternal 
capital of Palestine, from the hands of the occupier." 
 The Palestinian lie molds reality, in both a religious and historical 
sense. In his pathetic speech "the president" linked the Palestinians to the 
heretic peoples who inhabited this land over 5,000 years ago, such as the 
Canaanites and Jebusites – to prove that the Palestinians preceded the 
people of Israel – while flagrantly ignoring that the land was promised to 
the Israelites, as the chosen people, in the Quran. 
 The fact that these ancient peoples were completely eradicated by 
Joshua while the people of Israel inherited the holy land, to which the 
Quran attests, is of no matter to the Palestinians. On the contrary, some 
Palestinians actually claim they are the true Israelites. Abbas' obsession 
with the identities of his various forefathers, however, raises certain 
dubious questions about the Palestinians' anonymous matriarch and her 
behavior. 
 Meanwhile, because they lack an established genealogical line, the 
Palestinians are instead trying to negate the Quran's designation of the 
Israelites as inheritors of the land. In this vein, they call us "Khazars," a 
rabble, and forgers of history. 
 Within the framework de-legitimizing Israel, Abbas was willing to 
include the Christians as his partner with rights to Jerusalem and to grant us 
a "permit" to visit his holy capital. The PA president has not internalized 
that the Christians, who are in truth important, have already had their say 
and that it is pointless to persist with this hypocrisy. He has not understood 
that even if Muhammad's night journey to Jerusalem really happened and 
the city is in fact holy to Islam, it does not serve as a reason to make it the 
capital of "Palestine" – just as Mecca is not the capital of Saudi Arabia. 
 The speeches delivered by Abbas and his ilk fly under our radar, but the 
messages they contain percolate into the heart of every terrorist with a 
knife, vehicle, gun and bomb. Lo and behold, Abbas of all people, the long-
time "opponent of violence," boasted in his speech that more than 30 
"shahids" (martyrs) have fallen on the altar of "peaceful" resistance since 
Trump's declaration. It is Abbas, by quoting from the Quran, who is 
motivating the religious war against Israel. Well, for such an endeavor, it is 
quite enough to have Ramallah as the capital.   (Israel Hayom Feb 28) 
 

 
A Poignant Warning          By Yoav Limor 
 The publication on Wednesday of satellite images of the Iranian missile 
base being built in Jabal ash Sharqi, a mountainous area 8 miles northwest 
of Damascus, serves as a warning to the parties north of the border that if 
construction continues, the facility will be targeted in yet another airstrike 
that foreign media sources will likely attribute to Israel. 
 A similar scenario played out in December. The BBC reported that Iran 
was building a permanent base for the Shiite militias it has imported into 
the war-torn country near the city of al-Kiswa, 13 kilometers (8 miles) 
south of Damascus and 40 kilometers (25 miles) from the Israeli-Syrian 
border. 
 Iran either did not get the hint or chose to ignore it, but either way, the 
base was leveled not long afterward, prompting Syria to immediately 
accuse Israel of being behind the strike. 
 Israel has never claimed responsibility for destroying the base, but 
statements by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister 
Avigdor Lieberman have left little room for doubt regarding Israel's policy: 
It will use all means at its disposal to thwart Iran's efforts to entrench itself 
militarily in Syria and Lebanon. 
 Wednesday's report – or message, if you will – was directed primarily, 
but not exclusively, at Iran. Syria has paid dearly for the latest Israeli-
Iranian skirmish on its soil, prompted by an Iranian drone incursion into 
Israeli airspace. Yes, the Israeli Air Force lost a fighter jet, but Syrian air 
defenses sustained a crippling blow. 
 Israel is now signaling to Syrian President Bashar Assad that it will not 
tolerate the recent development. However, given Syria's dependency on 
Iran, which has rendered it incapable of resisting its demands, it is doubtful 
the Israeli warning will have any impact. 
 The publication of the satellite images was also meant as a message to 
Moscow. Russia wants calm in Syria so as to benefit from the fruits of its 
economic rehabilitation. 
 The source who provided Fox News with the satellite images explained 

that Iran was sabotaging this Russian interest as its actions are 
destabilizing the region. 
 But much like Syria, Russia is also not expected to take any action 
against Iran at this time. As far as Moscow is concerned, as long as 
Russian interests and forces are not directly threatened, the parties can 
continue to play in the regional theater. 
 The third and main target of the Israeli message was Washington. One 
can assume it was not a coincidence that Fox News, President Donald 
Trump's preferred broadcaster, was given this information. The U.S. has 
so far refrained from countering the Iranian entrenchment in Syria and the 
new satellite images aim to prove the dangers of the Iranian resolve. 
 The U.S., much like Russia and Syria, is unlikely to act because its 
focus is on the report's impact on the upcoming negotiations about the 
changes Washington is demanding be made in the 2015 nuclear deal. 
 This means that Israel is on its own, as it has always been when it 
comes to the northern sector. 
 This is not without its merits, as Israel is essentially free of any 
restraints and can do as it wills, and it enjoys aerial and intelligence 
superiority. But this situation has several negative aspects, such as the lack 
of restraining factors in the north, which only spur Iran's activities. 
 Barring an unexpected twist, the Iranian base revealed Wednesday 
will soon cease to exist, but experience has shown this will do little to 
satisfy Iran's hunger for power in the Middle East. The fact that Iran is 
ignoring the verbal, diplomatic and kinetic hints sent its way raises the 
suspicion that without a "big bang," the necessary strategic change will not 
come to pass. 
 At this time, however, all the parties involved would prefer avoiding 
such an escalation, as it will surely spell war. But raising the stakes also 
raises the chances of the very escalation Israeli military intelligence has 
warned about in its 2018 risk assessment. 
 An escalation of this nature will include Hezbollah. The IDF knows 
that the public will demand a decisive outcome to any war with the Shiite 
terrorist group, which is why a top IDF officer said Hezbollah leader 
Hassan Nasrallah will be in the IDF's crosshairs. 
 It is doubtful that Nasrallah was troubled by the threat. As one whose 
claim to infamy stems from rhetoric, he knows that the Middle East 
follows the creed of the iconic 1966 film "The Good, the Bad and the 
Ugly," namely "When you have to shoot, shoot. Don't talk."  (Israel 
Hayom Mar 1) 
 

 
Trump is a Gift          By Boaz Bismuth 
 U.S. President Donald Trump's recognition of Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel on Dec. 6 was not a political move, but rather the fulfillment of a 
true intention. The same goes for his decision on Friday to move the U.S. 
Embassy to Jerusalem on May 14, as part of the celebrations marking 70 
years since the founding of Israel. The American announcement proves to 
the world that Trump doesn't just make promises, he takes action. 
Remember his remarks two weeks ago in a special interview to Israel 
Hayom – that recognizing our "wonderful" capital was the high point of 
his first year in the White House? He meant every word he said to me in 
the Oval Office. 
 Trump is the best thing to happen to Israel in recent years, after 
predictions that we had "lost America." Between us, history will decide – 
not the studio pundits who miss the loud voice of former U.S. President 
Barack Obama. Those same pundits explained just a few days ago that 
there was a divide between the White House and the Israeli government 
after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu "lied" to the president about 
construction in Judea and Samaria. Divide? At the most, it was a 
misunderstanding that was fixed within a matter of hours. 
 These are also the same analysts who explained that Trump wouldn't 
win the 2016 election, and afterward explained with the utmost gravity 
that he would never recognize Jerusalem, and therefore never move the 
embassy. I'm curious to know what they'll say now – will they make 
threats about the heavy pressure that will be exerted on us as part of the 
peace deal Trump is putting together? Maybe they'll try to cast doubt on 
the American president's brave ties with the Jewish people because he 
hasn't yet moved to the Efrat settlement? 
 It's astonishing (or not) to see that this joyful, groundbreaking 
announcement was just the third or fourth report on the Saturday evening 
news broadcasts, with the worried anchor wondering if it was a gift or a 
complication. Everybody can calm down. The American president gave us 
a wonderful present for our 70th birthday. In terms of history, Trump is 
the gift – Obama was the complication. 
 Just like former U.S. President Harry Truman, who recognized the 
state of Israel 11 minutes after it was founded (and here's something to 
criticize Trump for – why didn't he move the embassy 11 minutes after he 
moved into the White House?), Trump found himself facing objections to 
the move, including from his own White House staff. "I can understand 
why many other presidents bailed on their promise because tremendous 



pressure was put on them not to do it. The other presidents, all of them have 
failed in the promise even though they made it as a campaign promise but I 
understand it because I will tell you, the lobbying against it was 
tremendous," he told me in the interview. 
 There were some like that, including European leaders who tried to 
explain that an American move like this one would undermine the peace 
process and even cause unrest. As if all the years in which the U.S. 
Embassy has been in Tel Aviv were years of calm, without terrorist attacks. 
Other than that, we all know the peace process isn't exactly going well. In 
any case, Trump hopes that he has taken Jerusalem off the table, or at least 
made the Palestinians' radical demands irrelevant, as the overwhelming 
majority of Israelis believe them to be. 
 The hope is that the U.S. move will compel the Palestinians to realize 
that the rules have changed and become more flexible. We should always 
remember that even when the peace process was at its peak, when various 
speeches cast Israelis and Palestinians as relatives (cousins, brothers), the 
Palestinian demand to divide Jerusalem and allow the right of return was 
always lurking in the background to torpedo any move. Trump understood 
that immediately. 
 You need to be in the White House and hear the president and those 
around him to understand what historic days these are. How lucky we are 
that Trump has good advisers who love us. Yes, the herd thinks differently, 
but the herd also thinks that Jerusalem should be divided. We don't take 
directions from them. 
 And speaking about herds, the Turks and the Palestinians have 
condemned the embassy move on the grounds that Washington is losing its 
credibility as a mediator. Some of them are even threatening that the move 
will set the Middle East on fire. For now, the only thing I see lighting up is 
the torch Trump will light this coming Independence Day. He deserves to! 
And we deserve this.   (Israel Hayom Feb 25) 
 

 
Abbas’ Successor Won’t Make a Difference When It Comes to Peace 
By Harold Rhode  

The Israeli and American establishments spend a lot of time discussing 
who should replace Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas when he 
is gone. 
 This establishment thinking was expressed in a recent article titled, 
“Jibril Rajoub vs. Muhammad Dahlan to replace Mahmoud Abbas” by the 
Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, and published on JNS. 
 In reality, any Palestinian leader will end up acting the same towards 
Israel. 
 Why? Because the root problem is that no Muslim leader can sign a 
final peace agreement with the non-Muslim state of Israel and remain alive. 
He would be labeled a traitor — because, according to the belief of some 
Muslims, the land must remain Muslim forever. Muslims conquered all of 
these lands in 637 CE. 
 All of pre-1967 Israel, the West Bank and Gaza must, therefore, remain 
under Islamic rule — according to this line of thinking. The non-Muslim 
Jewish state of Israel, from their perspective, has no right to exist. 
 If a Palestinian leader would sign any such agreement, the people he 
supposedly represents would destroy him. 
 That is why former Palestinian head Yasser Arafat rejected the 
generous peace offer made by former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak at 
Camp David in 2000. Arafat was quoted as saying that he did not want to 
end up drinking tea with assassinated Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. In 
other words, the Palestinians would kill him if he signed a peace deal to end 
the conflict. 
 The Americans and Israelis waste so much energy on who should rule 
after Abbas — even though it is an irrelevant issue. Many policy-makers 
simply don’t understand — or choose ignore — that the underlying root of 
the problem is a religious, civilizational struggle that does not depend on 
one leader or another. The fight will continue, no matter who is leading the 
Palestinian people. This is their cultural choice. 
 As the Israeli Arab journalist Khaled Abu Toameh pointed out: “No 
Palestinian leader has a mandate to reach an everlasting peace agreement 
with Israel. No leader in Ramallah or the Gaza Strip is authorized to end the 
conflict with Israel.” 
 He continued, saying that, “any Palestinian who dares to talk about 
concessions to Israel is quickly denounced as a traitor. Those who believe 
that whoever succeeds Abbas will be able to make real concessions to Israel 
are living in an illusion.” 
 Thus, the Israelis and Americans should stop worrying about who will 
lead the Palestinians, and instead spend time thinking about how Israel and 
America can address the civilizational war engulfing the entire region.    
(Algemeiner Mar 1) 
 

 
 
 

The Racism of Palestinian ‘Human-Rights’ Organizations        
By Judith Bergman  

Most of the foreign-funded “human rights” organizations that operate 
in Israel do not actually care about human rights. In fact, recent events 
have shown that they do not seem to care about human beings, either. 
Instead, they are what most Israelis have always suspected them of being 
— namely, political actors who have organized themselves cleverly in 
benign-sounding “rights” organizations in order to better pursue their 
nefarious agendas of destroying the state of Israel through “Lawfare.” 
 The Jerusalem District Court determined in the summer of 2017 that 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) was responsible for the kidnapping, torture 
and murder of dozens of suspected Arab “collaborators” within Israel — 
several of them with Israeli citizenship — between 1995 and 2002. The 
court proceedings unveiled grueling testimonies of Arabs who had been 
subjected to the most heinous torture in the cellars of detention centers run 
by the Palestinian Authority. 
 The PA naturally denied all the allegations, but the presiding judge 
ruled that the accumulation of evidence made it clear that the PA was 
guilty of severe torture, as well as murder. This torture included the so-
called shabah position, widely used in PA prisons, in which the victim is 
hung from the ceiling for several hours and beaten all over his body. 
 According to the verdict, the torture also included electric shocks, the 
pouring of boiling plastic on the body, the tearing out nails and breaking 
of teeth, sterilization, sleep deprivation, food and drink deprivation, sexual 
assault and the rape of family members. The PA also reportedly asked 
doctors to worsen the conditions of the prisoners, such as injecting urine 
into the prisoners’ blood veins. 
 The verdict concluded that the PA was responsible for the torture, and 
therefore, liable for damages to the victims whose lives were ruined. 
However, in order to realize this compensation, the victims needed to 
provide medical evaluations of their conditions by medical experts, which 
is a very costly procedure. 
 According to a report by Israel Hayom, attorneys Barak Kedem and 
Aryeh Arbus turned to 15 human-rights organizations to obtain their 
assistance in paying for the costly evaluations. “These are broken people 
in their bodies and souls, who … cannot afford to pay professional 
opinions, which cost thousands of shekels for every opinion,” the 
attorneys wrote in their plea to the 15 organizations. 
 Among these organizations were Adalah, Amnesty International, 
B’Tselem, the New Israel Fund, Rabbis for Human Rights, Yesh Din, 
Physicians for Human Rights and the Committee for the Prevention of 
Torture. Only the last two offered assistance, whereas the rest either 
ignored the plea or responded negatively. 
 Adalah said that the organization “only helps the Palestinians who are 
suing the State of Israel.” Amnesty International said that its organization 
“does not have the professional tools to address the needs” of the victims, 
whereas Yesh Din expressed “feelings of anger and pain,” but explained 
that it could not help because it represents “victims of violations when 
they are harmed by Israeli authorities or Israeli citizens.” 
 Let us properly digest this information: “Human rights” organizations 
that the European Union, Western European governments and other 
foreign bodies lavishly fund — ostensibly in order to fight for the human 
rights of Arabs — callously disregard the heinous violations of those very 
human rights when the violations are perpetrated by the PA. 
 By so openly showing that they discard human beings as worthless of 
assistance when they are not the “victims” of Jews, these human-rights 
organizations have finally proven that Arab lives mean nothing to them — 
unless they can exploit them to further the political agendas that their 
European and other sponsors are funding them to pursue. 
 It is rare to see such cynical instrumentalization of human lives, 
especially coming from organizations whose very raison d’être is 
supposed to be about caring for those lives. Treating human beings as 
means to an end constitutes a particularly foul kind of racism. 
 Notably, there has been no outrage on the part of these organizations’ 
funders, just as there has been no outrage over the actual heinous torture 
by the PA. There have been no threats by European and other 
governments to halt all aid to the PA in the face of the “shocking” 
revelations that it engages in torture on an almost unimaginable scale. The 
EU and its member states, clearly, could not possibly care less. 
 This is the exact same mechanism that is at work in the international 
media’s deliberate refusal to report on PA human-rights violations in 
general. Reports about torture of detainees in PA prisons do not attract the 
interest of the overwhelming number of journalists who cover the Israeli-
Arab conflict, and hence the mainstream media never writes about it. 
 Foreign governments do not care one wit about the human-rights 
violations that occur in the PA because it has never been about Arab lives 
— which are destroyed every day all over the Arab world as the rest of the 
world community barely blinks. It was — and is — always about one 
thing: destroying the Jewish state.    (Algemeiner Feb 28) 


