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Commentary… 

 
Why the Establishment Despises Trump’s Ambassador to Israel 
By Jonathan S. Tobin  

The foreign-policy establishment and the mainstream media agree: 
David Friedman isn’t their kind of US ambassador to Israel. 
 He’s just too pro-Israel for their taste. 

Friedman has been taking a pounding from the old hands who have 
represented Washington in the Middle East and their media echo chamber 
ever since President Trump named his former bankruptcy attorney to the 
post. While there’s nothing new or unusual about presidents naming their 
friends and donors to ambassadorial posts, Israel has always been an 
exception. 
 The primary responsibility of US ambassadors, other than speaking up 
for America’s interests and values, is to foster good relations between 
Washington and wherever it is they’ve been posted. Not so with Israel. 
 Every one of Friedman’s predecessors was either a career foreign-
service officer or a product of foreign-policy think tanks who all saw Israel 
as a problematic friend that, regardless of its virtues, needed to be brought 
to heel in order to foster peace. 
 They agreed that the special relationship with the Jewish state was an 
irritant to relations with the Arab and Islamic world, and it could only be 
resolved by forging a land-for-peace deal that created an independent 
Palestinian state. 
 That’s why all previous US ambassadors — including those who were 
Jewish — acted more like imperial proconsuls who were there to give 
orders to a client state rather than a conventional envoy tasked with 
fostering good relations between the two 
governments. 
 So it’s easy to understand why current 
and foreign US diplomats have been up in 
arms about Friedman. As Politico noted last 
week, the State Department isn’t used to 
having an ambassador there who pushes 
back against US criticisms of Israel rather 
than leading the charge against the Jewish state’s government. 
 They were infuriated by Friedman’s success in helping to persuade 
Trump to finally recognize that Jerusalem is Israel’s capital. They were also 
shocked when Friedman outmaneuvered former Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson, who had hoped to postpone the actual moving of the embassy to 
Jerusalem from Tel Aviv. Friedman rightly saw no reason to wait years 
until a new embassy building could be built when all that had to be done 
was to change the designation of the US consulate to the holy city. 
 Friedman’s vocal support for Israel’s defense of its border with Gaza 
during the “March of Return” — when violence organized by Hamas led to 
the deaths of dozens of those trying to cross into the Jewish state to create 
mayhem — was considered inappropriate by other diplomats. The foreign 
press was also outraged by his comments that noted most of the media 
coverage of Israel is biased against the Jewish state. 
 Friedman was right about the embassy and the media coverage, but it’s 
also true that his statements reflect the fact that the Long Island native is a 
lifelong pro-Israel activist — and a supporter of the Israeli right, at that — 
rather than his current job status. Yet the question is not whether his 
behavior was wrong — it wasn’t — but if having an ambassador to Israel 
who loves the Jewish state so much undermines the chances for peace. 
 Were the Palestinian Authority or its Hamas rivals interested in a two-
state solution (or any kind of peace deal with Israel), the answer might be 
maybe. But even as the Trump administration prepares its own peace plan, 
it’s clear this isn’t the case. 
 The PA and its leader, Mahmoud Abbas, continue to spew anti-
Semitism and make clear they aren’t interested in anything that’ll end the 
conflict or recognize Israel’s legitimacy, no matter where its borders are 
drawn. And Hamas is still pushing for “return” — which is to say, Israel’s 
destruction. 

 In the absence of a 
peace partner, 
Friedman’s pro-Israel 
boosterism is not only not an obstacle 
to peace, it’s a refreshing reminder to 
the State Department that it should 
care more about supporting its sole 
democratic ally in the region and 
holding the Palestinians accountable 

for their behavior and less about bludgeoning Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to make concessions to those who desire Israel’s destruction. 
 While no one is used to having an ambassador there who is a truth-
teller about the conflict, Friedman deserves credit, not censure.   (NY Post 
Jun 18) 
  

 
Hamas is Misreading the Situation        By Yoav Limor 
 The mortar shell and rocket barrage on southern Israel Wednesday 
was a signal by Hamas that it plans to change the existing equation with 
Israel. As far as the terrorist group is concerned, from now on, any Israeli 
strike that retaliates over the raging kite terrorism will be met with rocket 
fire on Israel.  
 What made Wednesday's rocket salvo different is that unlike previous 
flare-ups on the border, this time it was Hamas operatives who fired at 
Israel, as opposed to times when it was Islamic Jihad or the rogue terrorist 
group in the coastal enclave that attacked Israel.  
 Still, Hamas made sure the attack followed most of the familiar "rules" 
– only at night and only at the Gaza-vicinity communities, and apparently 
while also trying to minimize any casualties, to avoid further escalation.  
 Hamas' policy change stems from two reasons.  
 The first reason is Israel's own change of policy with regards to kite 
terrorism. It took Israel far too long to define the incessant waves of 
incendiary kites sent over the border as actionable acts of terror, but once 
it did, the IDF began systematically countering them, including firing 
warning shots at terrorist kite cells and targeting Hamas assets in Gaza in 
retaliation. 

 The second reason is Hamas' own 
frustration and distress in Gaza. Since the 
border riot campaign was launched on March 
30, some 150 of its operatives have been 
killed and the Israeli military has carried out 
over 100 strikes on Hamas positions in the 
coastal enclave, all while Hamas has nothing 
to show for it.  

 In this situation, Hamas is searching for something to hang onto and 
drawing a line in the sand opposite Israel by declaring that "bombings will 
be met with bombings," as Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said 
Wednesday, portrays it as defending Gaza from Israel. 
 The problem is that, while playing with fire is a common practice in 
the Middle East, things really can spiral out of control very quickly. 
 The IDF is sparing no effort to minimize casualties in Gaza, which is 
why it is wary of launching surgical strikes against kite flyers who are, for 
the most part, teenagers, but it does not have full control of the outcome of 
its strikes on Gaza – no more than Hamas can be sure that the rockets it 
fires on Israel's south would land in an open area, rather than a populated 
one.  
 These circumstances are compounded by the inherently volatile 
situation on the ground in Gaza, which is suffering a dire economic and 
humanitarian crisis, and this leaves too much leeway for Lady Luck.  
 Hamas is banking on Israel opting against a military campaign in Gaza 
at this time so as not to split its focus from the northern sector, but it is 
sorely mistaken if it thinks Israel will simply contain kite terrorism or shy 
away from action given the new equation it has presented.  
 At some point, Israel's patience will expire. This could be brought on 
by casualties (heaven forbid) or simply because the residents of the Gaza-
vicinity communities are tired of seeing their fields torched and their 
children sleeping in bomb shelters.  
 The communities near the border are not eager for war; they would be 
the first to pay the price. All they want is peace and quiet. The challenges 
the military faces in providing them with it are growing more complex by 
the day.    (Israel Hayom Jun 21) 
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Hamas Needs to Know it has a Lot to Lose        By Yair Farjoun 
 "Humans are the trees of the field; a man seeks to grow upwards like a 
tree, and it also burns, like a field," so wrote Natan Zach in his famous 
poem. 
 These days, the words of Zach carry an extra meaning in light of the 
ongoing attacks by means of incendiary kites along the Gaza border. 
 The fields along the Gaza border would normally be yellow at this time 
of year. But this summer, all one's eyes can see is the color of black soot 
created by the fires. 
 When fires are used as terrorism, when Hamas terrorists publicly state 
that they want to destroy Israel, we cannot just accept this with resignation. 
We can't simply dismiss this with, "Oh well, the fires can't annihilate us, 
can they?" 
 I treat the threat the fires pose with total seriousness. Fires start outside 
the field and gradually destroy everything in their path. They underscore the 
fact that Gaza's terrorism has the potential to spread uncontrollably. 
 The conflict in Gaza is complex and involves many more psychological 
elements, on both sides, and this means that having real peace would be 
nothing short of a miracle. 
 But the twisted relationship between the Israeli government and the 
terror government of Hamas is just surreal. Until a month ago, some 2,000 
trucks would enter the Gaza Strip from Israel each day to deliver various 
goods to Gazans, voiding any claim that there is a brewing humanitarian 
disaster. 
 But now there is a shortage of food because of the actions of Hamas, as 
well as those of Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. It turns 
out that in the current reality, the Palestinians cannot run their own affairs, 
and Hamas, with the help of anti-Israeli European elements, has been 
successfully leveraging the dire situation to its own benefit. 
 In light of this surreal reality, we must ensure the state continues to 
function and that our communities along the Gaza border carry on with the 
undefined term "a crisis routine." 
 In this reality, our politicians must make a courageous decision, and I 
know the government can make levelheaded, responsible decisions that can 
hit the enemy where it hurts. Just look at the successful results to the recent 
"marches of return," when Israel issued a clear-cut warning that it would 
not tolerate any attempt to breach the border fence. This policy resulted in 
150 terrorists being killed and the marches all but ceased. 
 We must create a new equation against this ongoing fire threat, making 
it clear that Hamas leaders have a lot to lose.   (Israel Hayom Jun 21) 
The writer is head of the Hof Ashkelon Regional Council. 
 

 
The Highest-Ranking Spy in Israel's History          By Yoav Limor 
 It is difficult to find better words than "treason" and "espionage" to 
describe the offenses attributed to former minister Gonen Segev. 
 This man, who was a government minister, a senior partner in the 
decision-making process, gave information to Iran. Large parts of this affair 
are still under wraps, but what can be said clearly indicates that Segev was 
not duped or extorted. He chose, with eyes wide open, to help Israel's 
archenemy gather intelligence. 
 Segev was methodical and shrewd; he took measures to cover his tracks 
and tried recruiting others. The bumbling response currently coming from 
his camp, that he had tried to help Israeli intelligence, does not hold water. 
The case against him is strong, the evidence is abundant and it is 
corroborated by Segev's own testimony – which it is safe to assume was 
extracted over the nine days he was held in special custody without access 
to a lawyer. 
 While Segev is the most senior spy to have been caught operating in 
Israel, he is not the worst. Others have caused far greater damage. Marcus 
Klingberg, who gave the Soviets secrets from the Israel Institute for 
Biological Research, is the most prominent. Some were recruited; others,  
such as Nahum Manbar, volunteered, usually for money; and others, such 
as Mordechai Vanunu, were ideologically motivated. 
 Segev's case is different because he did not have "gold" to benefit the 
Iranians in any significant way. He served in the government over two 
decades ago, and it is safe to assume the classified information he had was 
not particularly relevant. The advantages to recruiting him stem from a 
different goal: Intelligence agencies seek to establish networks, to learn 
processes, to understand how decisions are made, to identify power centers 
and vulnerabilities. Segev could have helped the Iranians in all these areas. 
 That's not all. Segev – who reportedly worked in Nigeria as a 
pediatrician even though his medical license was permanently revoked after 
he tried to smuggle drugs into Israel – arranged for his Iranian handlers to 
meet other Israelis, mainly from the defense establishment. It's no secret 
that a considerable number of former defense officials roam the globe, 
predominantly in Africa, trying to wheedle business. They have knowledge, 
they have connections, and they have appetites (and some also have 
criminal histories). A skilled agent who takes up with any of these 

individuals could learn quite a bit about Israeli capabilities in a number of 
fields. Even worse, he could abduct one of them (as in the Elhanan 
Tanenbaum case, for anyone who needs a painful reminder). 
 Segev was a facilitator in all these areas. He knowingly met his 
handlers in secret locations across the globe, and worse, in Tehran itself. 
What prompted him to do this? It is safe to conclude he was motivated 
mostly by greed, and perhaps by a desire to exact vengeance on his own 
country, which, in his twisted perception, threw him to the dogs. 
Apparently, people like him do not admit to mistakes but tend to repeat 
them with increased severity while blaming the entire world for their 
problems. 
 Segev will surely pay for his actions, but there are other aspects to this 
affair. For example, Iran's concerted efforts to recruit spies in Israel. 
Against the backdrop of the security branches' successes against Iranian 
activities (the Mossad against its nuclear program, the IDF against Iranian 
activities in Syria, the Shin Bet in counterintelligence), there is a tendency 
to think Israel is alone on the playing field. This is wrong. Iran is a 
formidable adversary; it is determined, patient and has nerves of steel. It is 
here to stay, and the working assumption needs to be that other "Gonen 
Segevs" are out there. 
 This approach is at the forefront for Israeli security officials. On the 
one hand, Segev's detection and arrest are a success, due to the fact that he 
acted alone in a foreign country and took great pains to hide his tracks. On 
the other hand, he was able to spy for the Iranians for too many years until 
he was caught, after undoubtedly causing quite a bit of damage. 
 A thorough study is now required to understand what and who failed 
along the way, not for the purpose of casting blame, but to prevent the 
next spy before it is too late.    (Israel Hayom Jun 19) 
 

 
Justice Must Be Pursued Justly          By Haim Shine 
 The ruling by the panel of Central District Court judges not to admit 
the confessions extracted from the Duma arson suspects – through illegal 
methods, incidentally – is a clear expression of Israel's Jewish and 
democratic values. Values that uphold human dignity, the right to a fair 
trial and reasonable questioning tactics employed by police and Shin Bet 
investigators. 
 Values that must be safeguarded and meticulously implemented, even 
when it comes to suspects accused of committing the most heinous of 
crimes, such as those who threw Molotov cocktails into the Dawabsheh 
family home, killing three family members sleeping inside. 
 A democratic society that cherishes liberty isn't supposed to allow 
investigators to use any and all tools without restrictions and 
proportionality, even if their objective is to discover the truth. It is 
imperative to strike an appropriate balance between preserving human 
dignity and the public's right to live in safety from the criminals and 
terrorists who threaten it. 
 When it comes to high-profile cases, investigators are sometimes 
overly eager to end the investigation and bring the guilty to justice. 
Because their job takes place under heavy media and public scrutiny, 
investigators might feel justified in deviating from accepted norms of 
interrogation and in using certain methods that contradict the fundamental 
values of a civilized society. 
 Thus, for example, dubious state's witnesses are given peculiar 
benefits for providing supposedly incriminating testimony; or the suspect 
is subjected to strenuous shaking, sleep deprivation, performing "frog 
crouches" and other tortuous positions in order to extract a confession. 
Beyond violating the suspect's human dignity, it is extremely likely that 
anyone subjected to such methods will confess to things they didn't do, 
just to make the abuse and torture stop. 
 Since its inception, Israel's security reality has always presented 
difficult and complex moral and ethical dilemmas. In many countries 
across the globe, there is no understanding of the operational and moral 
challenges involved in having to fight abhorrent terrorists whose only 
desire is to sow death and despair. 
 To my regret, in recent decades this fight has expanded to dealing with 
Jews who decided to take the law into their own hands by perpetrating 
"price tag" revenge attacks. This reality poses difficult challenges to law 
enforcement agencies. With that, it is important to keep in mind that the 
true test of a democracy is how it deals with extreme, heart-wrenching 
cases. These cases lie at the very heart of a democracy. 
 As early as 1987, detailed interrogation guidelines were established by 
the Commission of Inquiry into the Methods of Investigation of the 
General Security Service Regarding Hostile Terrorist Activity, headed by 
former Supreme Court Justice Moshe Landau. 
 These principles were adopted by the Supreme Court following a 
petition by the Public Committee against Torture in Israel. An expanded 
panel of justices ruled that psychological and a moderate measure of 
physical pressure are permissible when a "ticking time bomb" has to be 



neutralized to save lives. The Shin Bet interrogators who questioned the 
Duma arson suspects apparently never internalized the significance of the 
Supreme Court's ruling. It is critical, therefore, that the Central District 
Court struck the testimonies extracted illegally. Justice must also be 
pursued justly. 
 With that, we must remember that the fight against terror is not over. 
The peace doves fled the smoke billowing in the south, carrying their 
scorched olive branches with them. The Supreme Court was right to avoid 
sweeping applications in its ruling. Each interrogation must be scrutinized 
in its own right, particularly when the purpose is to neutralize a lethal 
threat.   (Israel Hayom Jun 20) 
 

 
Antisemitism at the United Nations Cannot Be Ignored 
By Jonathan S. Tobin  

It was just another day at the office for UN officials. As it has done 
innumerable times in the last 50 years, on June 12 the General Assembly 
devoted an entire day of debate, procedural wrangling, and voting to an 
effort to condemn Israel. As was the case with almost every previous effort 
of this kind, it succeeded. 
 The resolution in this case was one that condemned Israel for the 
violence in recent weeks along the border with Gaza. It placed the sole 
blame on Israel, which, it said, used “excessive, disproportionate and 
indiscriminate force” against Palestinians who were attempting to destroy 
the border fence and cross into Israel. For good measure, among a laundry 
list of anti-Israel talking points, the Jewish state was blamed for the plight 
of the people of Gaza. Additionally, the resolution called for the end of the 
blockade of the Gaza Strip by both Israel and Egypt. 
 While it claimed to be motivated by sympathy for the Palestinians who 
died, nowhere in its text was any mention of the fact that the 
demonstrations have not been peaceful, but were led by armed militants 
throwing rocks, fire bombs, and grenades, as well as launching incendiary 
kites aimed at burning Israeli fields and forests. Nor did it mention the role 
of the Hamas terrorist group in organizing an attempt to breach what is, as 
far as the international community is concerned, an international border. 
Also left out was the fact that the purpose of this so-called “March of 
Return” — which has been happening on a weekly basis for months — is to 
eradicate the Jewish state. 
 America’s Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley valiantly 
strove to add a paragraph to the resolution condemning Hamas, but 
although dozens of countries were ready to support it, a coalition of 100 
nations either voted against or abstained on her amendment, causing its 
defeat. In the end, the unbalanced anti-Israel measure passed with an 
astonishing 120 votes in favor, 45 abstentions, and only eight opposed. The 
eight who voted no were the United States, Israel, Australia, and the four 
Pacific nations of the Marshall Islands — Micronesia, Nauru, Togo, and the 
Solomon Islands. 

But while Haley was applauded for her eloquent denunciation of the 
resolution, the reaction from most friends of Israel was exasperated 
indifference. 
 The General Assembly is just a talking shop with no power to enforce 
its anti-Israel screeds. The same goes for various UN agencies, such as the 
Human Rights Council, which are similarly biased and spend a 
disproportionate amount of their time scheming against Israel rather than 
dealing with genuine human-rights crises like, for example, the utter 
catastrophe in Syria, with 500,000 of its citizens killed in the last seven 
years. 
 This is deplorable, and it isn’t vitiated by the humanitarian work done 
by the United Nations on other issues. But it’s difficult to sustain much 
anger about it. We’re so used to such bias in every new UN resolution — 
whether this one about Gaza or even more dangerous ones like the 
condemnation of Israel by the Security Council that President Barack 
Obama orchestrated — that it’s hard to separate them from the general din 
of anti-Zionist prejudice emanating from Turtle Bay or the UN’s 
headquarters in Geneva. 
 Every now and then, the United States sends an ambassador to New 
York to stand up against this tide of prejudice. Figures like Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, Jeanne Kirkpatrick, John Bolton, and now Haley earned a place 
of honor in the hearts of friends of Israel with their courage and refusal to 
treat antisemitism as normal. But they’ve been the exceptions. 
 Yet even most of us who care about these issues tend to treat the UN’s 
actions as mere rhetoric. While this is true, we’re wrong to treat days like 
June 12 as deplorable but not worth getting all that upset about. While what 
goes on in the United Nations is, in a sense, just talk, it’s far more 
dangerous than that. 
 What we forget about these exercises in hypocrisy is that they give 
official imprimatur to antisemitism. As Obama’s State Department 
certified, a “rising tide of anti-Semitism” is sweeping across Europe and 
Southeast Asia. Arab and Islamic hatred for Israel, as well as some Western 

elites’ belief that the Jews are the one people on the planet who aren’t 
entitled to a homeland, drive this trend. 
 If other countries are willing to give Hamas a pass for terror and bash 
Israel for defending its border in a way no different (if not far more 
humane) than almost all of the nations condemning it, then this is an act of 
prejudice against the one Jewish state on the planet. 
 To note this fact is not to assert that Israel is perfect or above 
criticism. But when a world body attacks Israel alone and vilifies it for 
doing what any other nation would do, that is called hate. 
 The Obama administration treated the United Nations like a sacred 
multilateral cow. But it’s time for the Trump administration to put even 
more pressure on the United Nations that it already has done, cutting the 
US allocations that keep it going. 
 By regarding everyday hate as ordinary, we are, even if only because 
of exhaustion and a sense of futility, enabling it. That has to stop. We must 
never allow ourselves to get used to UN-certified Jew-hatred. The United 
Nations must be made to understand that decent persons won’t tolerate 
this practice indefinitely without consequences.   (Algemeiner Jun 18) 
 

 
West Must Support Minority Dissidents Across Islamic World 
By Rachel Avraham 
 U.S. President Donald Trump pulling out of the Iranian nuclear deal 
was the beginning of a new era – one in which America's appeasement of 
the mullahs' regime has come to an end. The question remains: How can 
the U.S. continue to curb the Iranian and other Islamist threats across the 
Muslim world? The answer lies in steps the U.S. must take to support 
minority dissidents. 
 According to Foreign Policy, Iran's ethnic minorities make up roughly 
40% to 50% of the population. They include Turkish speaking Azeris, 
Kurds, Ahwazi Arabs, Balochs, Armenians, Turkmens and Lurs. Each of 
these minorities also have their own unique grievances against the Iranian 
regime. In addition, Iran also has numerous religious minorities such as 
Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians, etc. who are treated like second-class 
citizens. Groups like the Baha'is are not even granted basic human rights. 
Indeed, it is better to be a Shiite Muslim foreigner in Iran than an Iranian 
Baha'i. 
 If America took a stance in favor of helping these Iranian ethnic and 
religious minority groups, the Iranian regime would be even further cut 
down to size. 
 A good first step for stopping Iranian aggression is to help minority 
dissidents both in Iran and in countries that are friendly to Iran. According 
to the BBC, Kurdish dissident Ramin Hossein-Panahi, whom the regime 
accuses of being a member of the Komala Party of Iranian Kurdistan and 
taking up arms against the government, was on death row until the Iranian 
regime faced intense international pressure. As a result, though he is still 
sitting in prison, his execution has been delayed. Nevertheless, his life is 
still very much in danger for, according to the Voice of America, the 
Iranian regime already rejected the appeal of his death sentence, and it is 
feared that he will be executed now that Ramadan is over. If the West 
continues to pressure Iran to release him, he could one day be a free man. 
 According to Iran Human Rights, Hossein-Panahi's human rights were 
violated from day one. His family received no information about his fate 
or whereabouts for four months after his arrest. To add insult to injury, 
three of his relatives were arrested after seeking information about his 
whereabouts. There are reports that he was tortured and was denied 
medical treatment for injuries he received during his imprisonment after 
he was beaten with cables. In addition, he was only allowed one visit with 
his lawyer between his arrest and the trial, and no family visits were 
permitted. Kurdish rebel Mohammed Alizadeh stated in an exclusive 
interview that his family claims he was never involved in an armed dispute 
as the Iranian regime claims and that the charges were merely revenge for 
his family's political activities. 
 It would be nice if President Trump spoke out against his imminent 
execution and the oppression faced by other minority dissidents both 
inside Iran and in Muslim countries friendly to the Iranian regime as part 
of his policy of being tough on Iran. It should not be just about their 
nuclear program, ballistic missile program and the terror the regime is 
spreading throughout the Middle East and the entire world. It should also 
be about the terror that the Iranian regime is committing against its own 
citizens, for a regime that does not care about its own people obviously 
won't care about others. 
 Iran is not the only Muslim country that oppresses its minorities. In 
recent years in the wake of the ISIS threat, minorities like the Yezidis and 
the Christians have been ethnically cleansed from Iraq and Syria, both 
countries heavily under the grip of the Iranian regime. Despite the fall of 
ISIS, these minority groups in both Iraq and Syria continue to suffer.  In 
Afrin, Syria, there have been reports that the minorities are being 
forcefully converted to Islam after Turkey and its allies took control of the 



area.  In Mount Sinjar, Sheikh Mirza Ismail reported that very few Yezidi 
temples have been rebuilt and not many are helping the Yezidis to rebuild 
their lives after experiencing a horrific genocide. And they are not the only 
ones.  In recent years, Druze have also been forcefully converted and 
massacred by radical Islamists, and there are reports that the Druze in the 
Afrin region also fear for their future after Turkey took control of the area. 
 Unfortunately, the persecution of religious minorities extends beyond 
the Middle East to other countries in the Muslim world. According to 
Shipan Kumer Basu, president of the World Hindu Struggle Committee; 
Rabindranath Ghosh, founder and president of Bangladesh Minority Watch, 
had his home recently demolished: "He is a known advocate who seeks to 
help the persecuted Hindu, Christian, Buddhist, atheist and non-Muslim 
tribal minorities in Bangladesh. He also seeks to help secular Muslims.  So 
far, none of the perpetrators have been arrested and no compensation has 
been paid to the family." 
 However, because Bangladesh does not have a nuclear program or a 
leadership that threatens anyone beyond its own citizens, not many are 
paying attention to the oppression of minorities there.  This should change – 
any human rights violations targeting minorities should matter. 
 Furthermore, the blossoming of ties between Iran and the Sheikh 
Hasina government in Bangladesh in the wake of the nuclear deal 
demonstrates how regimes that harm minorities reinforce one another. It is 
time for this facade to crumble. It is time for the West to take a stance 
against the oppression of minorities across the Islamic world.    
(Israel Hayom Jun 18) 
 

 
From Incendiary Kites to Burning Tires        By Alan Baker    

As can be seen by the international outcry against Israel for reacting to 
the present bout of hostile demonstrations along the Gaza border fence, 
images of fatalities and injured Palestinians guarantee immediate and 
maximal media coverage and automatic condemnation of Israel by EU 
Foreign Affairs Representative Federica Mogherini, European leaders, the 
UN General Assembly and the Human Rights Council.  
 No one appears to be interested in the real motive behind such violence, 
and in the fact that Hamas utilizes civilians and children as human shields 
in order to conceal attaching explosive devices to the border fence; lobbing 
explosive devices at Israeli soldiers; and ultimately seeking to destroy the 
fence and penetrate into Israel to attack Israelis and “liberate Jerusalem.”  

The Palestinian leadership has “jumped onto the Hamas bandwagon” 
with its own aggressive public relations campaign to accuse Israel in the 
international media, UN bodies and the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
of war crimes and violations of the Geneva conventions.  
 The flawed and one-sided UN General Assembly resolution 
condemning Israel, adopted by an automatic majority that included some 
European countries, not only exonerates Hamas from any responsibility for 
the incitement, riots, demonstrations and resulting fatalities and injuries, but 
also gives tacit encouragement to Hamas to continue, knowing that they can 
do no wrong in the eyes of the EU and the UN. 
 What is even more curious is the evidently deliberate disregard by all of 
the various leaders and organizations of the serious and flagrant 
international humanitarian, environmental and ecological crimes committed 
by Hamas and supported by the Palestinian leadership.  
 The fact that since January 2015, the Palestinians have been accepted 
by the international community as a state party to a large number of major 
international conventions, places full criminal responsibility and liability 
upon them for the violation of the obligations of the very conventions to 
which they are party.  
 So what international crimes are they committing? 
Environmental Pollution: Stockpiling and burning thousands of tires 
creates mass pollution of the border area with caustic carbon fumes 
polluting the environment and damaging the health of the Palestinians 
themselves as well as the residents of Israeli communities near the border.  
 This is in utter disregard of major concerns of the international 
community for environmental protection, international anti-pollution 
conventions and resolutions. Strangely enough, no international leader or 
organization – environmental or other – has found it necessary to relate to 
these violations of international environment law. 
Agricultural Terrorism: In dispatching incendiary kites and balloons in 
order to ignite vast swathes of agricultural land in Israel, to destroy crops 
and harm residents of towns and villages in Israel, and by arming them with 
explosive devises, the Palestinians are violating a major counter-terrorism 
convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (1997). This 
convention criminalizes intentional delivery, discharging or detonating of 
an explosive or other lethal device against a place of public use, to cause 
extensive destruction of such a place and economic loss.  
Violating Children’s Rights: Sending children as human shields to the 
forefront of the violent demonstrations and attacks on the border fence in 
order to conceal the presence of Hamas terrorists is a cynical and cruel 

violation and abuse of such children. Encouraging and inciting children to 
build, arm and fly incendiary kites and balloons over Israeli territory, in 
addition to violating environmental norms, is a flagrant violation of 
international humanitarian law regarding the protection of children from 
involvement in hostilities.  
 These activities violate treaties prohibiting involvement of children in 
warfare. Principally, the 1989 International Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, to which the “state of Palestine” is party, prohibits the use of 
children under 15 from direct involvement in hostilities. Also, the 1977 
Protocols to the Geneva Conventions and the ICC Statute list such abuse 
of children as a serious violation of the laws and customs applicable in 
international armed conflict. 
 That Hamas proudly advertises images of thousands of child soldiers 
trained in camps, and “graduation” ceremonies that include attacking 
mock Israeli bases and kidnapping and stabbing soldiers is all the more 
indicative of the blatant abuse and disregard by the Palestinians of their 
own solemn international obligations.  
 That the international community chooses to turn a blind eye to such 
flagrant abuse of basic international norms and prefers to accuse Israel is 
instructive. 
Violation of the Oslo Accords: The Palestinians committed to “protect 
the environment and prevent environmental risks, hazards and nuisances 
including all kinds of soil, water and air pollution” as well as “to respond 
to events or accidents which may generate environmental pollution, 
damage or hazards.” 
 By encouraging, organizing and openly supporting caustic air 
pollution and the burning of Israel’s agricultural infrastructure, the 
Palestinian leadership, together with Hamas are violating the Oslo 
Accords. But sadly, the witnesses to the Accords – the EU, Russia, 
Norway, Egypt and Jordan, as well as the UN, which endorsed the 
accords, have found it neither appropriate nor sufficiently important to 
intervene vis-à-vis the Palestinians to prevent such violations.  
 To the contrary, they prefer to turn a blind eye to these and other 
Palestinian violations and instead accuse Israel.    (Jerusalem Post Jun 18) 
 

 
The Hypocrisy of the UNHRC         By Amnon Lord 
 "What was supposed to be a conference against racism turned into a 
conference of racism against Israel and the Jewish people. A conference to 
commemorate the dismantling of South Africa as an apartheid state called 
for the dismantling of Israel as an apartheid state. A conference that was 
supposed to be dedicated to the protection and promotion of human rights 
increasingly spoke about Israel as being a mega-violator of human rights," 
former Canadian Justice Minister Irwin Cotler wrote about the infamous 
Durban Conference of 2001 that put together the master plan for the 
destruction of the State of Israel. 
 There is no doubt that for years, the U.N. Human Rights Council has 
been operating according to the Durban Platform. It makes no difference 
that many UNHRC member nations – Syria, Libya, China, and plenty of 
others – are grotesque examples of "protecting" human rights. The U.N. 
itself and the UNHRC in particular comprise the main assembly line for 
anti-Semitism in the world today. 
 If the UNHRC was only influential in Arab nations or in China, it 
would not matter so much. The problem is that it is respected in western 
nations like Germany, France, Britain, and the U.S. that give the anti-
Israeli body its legitimacy. The U.S. withdrawal from the UNHRC is good 
news. It is the beginning of delegitimizing a harmful entity based on 
attacking Israel and the Israel Defense Forces. 
 It is typical that the besmirched President Donald Trump is the one 
taking this important step – he and legendary U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. 
Nikki Haley, who we are waiting with baited breath to announce her own 
candidacy for president. 
 We can compare these two to their predecessors, former U.S. 
Ambassador to the U.N. Samantha Power and President Barack Obama. 
Obama had a very specific policy of aggrandizing the U.N. as representing 
a sort of superpower, and through it, he used Israel as a pawn and even 
struck the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran. 
 "Human rights cannot be used as a platform for national suicide," 
former Chief Justice Aharon Barak said. In this generation, human rights 
are being exploited to assist terrorism, particularly Palestinian terrorism. 
International law enforcement entities are vital. But if they operate under 
Palestinian pressure to criminalize Israel, the system could use a good 
shaking up.   (Israel Hayom Jun 20) 
 

 
 


