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Events… 

 
Monday, April 9, 8pm 
 Hasbara Fellowships presents “Stopping Iran’s Pathways: What it 
means for Israel and the global pro-Israel movement” featuring Mark 
Dubowitz and Linda Frum, at BAYT. 
 
Wednesday, April 18, 6:30pm 

Mizrachi’s annual Yom Hazikaron Commemoration and Yom 
Haatzmaut Celebration with John Baird, at BAYT.  
 

 

Commentary… 

 
A Demonstration of Power and Restraint         By Amnon Lord 
 The IDF worked effectively this weekend and smashed the wave of 
rioting that Hamas directed toward Israel's Gaza adjacent communities. 
This is the major story this Passover. The IDF and the Israeli government 
are obliged, above all, to secure the border communities. All the 
Palestinians managed to achieve was 17 dead, which serve as the raw 
material with which to shape international opinion and keep media and 
diplomatic attention focused on the Palestinian issue. The U.N., the EU, and 
Arab governments will all make a diplomatic fuss. You could say that the 
incipient headache of the next few weeks is the price Israel has to pay for 
the IDF's success. 
 The IDF and the rest of the security forces have effectively shut down 
any option of effective terrorist warfare the Palestinians had. Hamas and the 
rest of the jihadist organizations no longer have any interest in rocket 
warfare, other than as a nuisance. They stand to gain nothing from it. This 
past year, the IDF destroyed the terror tunnels, closing off that option, 
leaving the terrorists without any serious answer. In addition, in the days 
leading up to violent demonstrations on the Gaza border on Passover eve, 
the IDF demonstrated that it was willing to tolerate Palestinian infiltrators if 
they weren't blatantly carrying weapons. But when it spots a terrorist attack 
by armed terrorists, it shoots to kill. There is room for debate about the 
approach, but it cannot be argued that the IDF responded gently. So there is 
no doubt that the organizers of the protests at the border fence are directly 
responsible for all the casualties from Friday. 
 The declarations by Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his colleagues 
also leave no room for doubt about the jihadist intentions of the rioting. 
 The Palestinians are trying to bring their struggle to the international 
arena, particularly the U.N., which serves as their foreign ministry. Anyone 
who reads reports from international news agencies could get the 
impression that they are reporting directly from jihad press statements. 
 These events are called "protests," "protests for return," and 
characterized as a march toward a land that used to be theirs and is now 
"called Israel." And the U.N. Secretary General wants to address the 
political event the Palestinians organized through an "independent 
investigation." 
 Israel, of course, will try to delay any such move and the Palestinians 
may not have it as easy in the diplomatic-U.N. round as they did in the past. 
Instead of the Obama administration's Samantha Power, Nikki Haley is now 
representing the U.S. in the U.N. Germany, too, in its lukewarm response to 
Friday's events, is sending signals that it does not intend to operate 
according to the Palestinian script. 
 What is more important is that this time, Hamas is leading things, PA 
President Mahmoud Abbas is forced to fall in line with it, and the U.N. is in 
thrall to Hamas. The person who should be punished is Abbas, whose 
recent policy has been to push Hamas into a conflict with Israel. 
 Abbas is once against seeking to prove that the words of the poet Eytan 
Eytan are correct: "The way to the liberation of Palestine is paved with 
corpses, but Palestine will not be liberated. Because there is no Palestine."    
(Israel Hayom Apr 1) 

Hamas' Day of 
Delusion  
By Reuven Berko 
 Hamas' fantasy of a "March of 
Return" last Friday left them 
disappointed. Hamas had called for a 
mass procession to leave the Gaza 
Strip and penetrate into Israeli 
territory to coincide with Land Day, a 

Palestinian national commemoration of a 1976 incident in which Israeli 
forces killed six unarmed Arab citizens and wounded about a hundred 
amid violent riots. Israeli forces spilled a relatively small amount of blood 
on Friday, however, mainly from instigators and those who stepped too 
close to the fence, a restricted military zone. As usual, Al Jazeera incited, 
instigated and then did nothing. 
 All who tried to paint a picture of dozens, even hundreds of dead in 
head-on collisions with the Israel Defense Forces failed, as after the day of 
delusion, the sum total of the victims did not come close to the number of 
dead in Syria, Yemen, Iraq or Libya. 
 None of the "spontaneous" rabble succeeded in passing IDF forces 
that positioned themselves to meet them, calm and ready. Ten of the dead 
shot in the military's restricted zone were known to security forces in any 
case, and were thankfully erased from the list of living terrorists. 
 The clashes near the fence were a foolish attempt to divert the Gazan 
residents' attention from the real issues of water, electricity, economy and 
sewage they suffer from because of Hamas. The idiotic attempt to escalate 
the situation, clash with the IDF and cause mass infiltration into Israeli 
territory is an additional failure in a long list of catastrophes attributed to 
Hamas' abysmal leadership. 
 The plan is to build up tension and recruit people for a big explosion 
expected for May 15, Nakba Day, which commemorates the displacement 
of Palestinian refugees during Israel's War of Independence, known in 
Arabic as the "Nakba" ("catastrophe"). This is also a day after the U.S. 
Embassy in Israel plans to move to Jerusalem. None of the Gazans, not 
even those in Hamas leadership, truly believe they are capable of 
infiltrating into Israel and taking over Jaffa, Haifa and Acre from the Jews. 
The cynical game the Palestinians play with their own lives highlights the 
danger their declared intentions put our lives in. 
 Indeed, the violent situation that Hamas intentionally created – using 
women and children, sending people to commit suicide as human fuel – 
hastens the arrival of protesters, so more blood will be spilled in clashes 
and the international airwaves will be saturated with condemnation. It is 
strange that we heard no condemnation against Hamas from organizations 
such as UNICEF on the use of women and children as expendable 
ammunition. 
 As a totalitarian organization, Hamas will live on tomorrow because 
the Palestinians do not have the means to remove their real oppressor from 
off their backs. In the meantime, the results are smaller than foretold, and 
at the end of the day we heard the usual "balanced" voices to de-escalate 
the situation from U.N. Secretary General António Guterres and U.S. State 
Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert, while the traditional voices 
from Turkey and Qatar – Muslim Brotherhood strongholds at loggerheads 
with Egypt as well – condemned Israel. Condemnation also came from 
Jordan, a teetering kingdom forced to voice condemnation against us 
whenever its internal security is at risk. 
 The truth is that no one acted out of the ordinary except for the self-
righteous Israeli Left, which instead of identifying with its own people 
under attack demanded the appointment of a committee of inquiry because 
of alleged hostilities against "innocent lives." Maybe the Left wanted to 
drown out its embarrassment after being caught up in its own lies. In the 
meantime, Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh demanded from Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to remove sanctions on Gaza so that 
maybe they will earn some pittance from their miserable March of Return. 
 It seems that everything remained intact. Jaffa, Haifa and Acre were 
not "liberated," just as the rockets and tunnels did not lead to the massacre 
Hamas desires. Neither the mines buried near the fence nor the tractors 
sabotaged amounted to anything. The world is dealing with real 
bloodbaths in other regions of the Arab world, not in a cynical episode 
involving Hamas and its wretched Gazan victims. 
 In the meantime, the Palestinian Authority declared a day of strikes 
and rage on Friday, as it cannot allow Hamas to steal the show. In 
addition, the PA ambassador to the U.N. asked for an international 
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committee of inquiry to investigate "Israeli crimes," of course. 
 As far as we are concerned, this was just a prelude to the IDF being 
forced to strike the wild incursion and nip it in the bud. The stronger the 
first strike is, the weaker the world's support will be for other 
demonstrations as the efforts of the organizers and mercenaries will 
subside. 
 This is a model the Palestinians will try to improve because they have 
failed. Out of all terrorist organizations that acted against us until now, the 
only ones remaining are those whose last ray of hope depends on the mercy 
of the Zionists and the empathy of Christians in Europe, even though their 
Muslim Brotherhood teachers define them as "infidels" and "Crusaders." 
 Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is quoted in Al Jazeera praising 
the soldiers' conduct and vowing that the barrier will hold. The Gazans, 
however, will continue on the same futile path.    (Israel Hayom Apr 1) 
 

 
Gaza and the Worthlessness of International Opinion 
By Jonathan S. Tobin  

Was the Palestinian “March of Return” a propaganda success for 
Hamas? If you think Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders is a reliable barometer 
of international opinion, then maybe the answer is “yes.” 
 On Sunday, Sanders — the former and possibly future Democratic 
presidential contender — illustrated the vast difference between the Trump 
administration and the left wing of the Democratic Party when he tweeted 
his support for the march, as well as his criticism of actions by the Israel 
Defense Forces at the border: “The killing of Palestinian demonstrators by 
Israeli forces in Gaza is tragic. It is the right of all people to protest for a 
better future without a violent response.” 
 As far as Israel’s critics are concerned, the Gaza march was a return to 
past Palestinian propaganda successes, in which the IDF could be accused 
of a “disproportionate” response to an attack. The more Palestinian corpses, 
the better for the Palestinian cause. And the worse for Israel as Western 
liberals, including many American Jews, shrink in horror from the tough 
tactics used by the Jewish state. 
 Sanders’s sentiments echoed those of others in the international 
community, such as France, which also issued a statement defending the 
Palestinians’ right to “peacefully demonstrate” and calling on Israel to show 
restraint. Had the Trump administration not vetoed a one-sided Security 
Council resolution calling on an investigation of Friday’s bloodshed at the 
Gaza border, the United Nations would also have handed a diplomatic 
victory to the Palestinians. 

Critics of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu think Hamas’ 
tactics — hurling demonstrators at the border instead of firing missiles over 
it — was a big success. But the truth about what happened tells us more 
about the value of international opinion regarding the conflict than it does 
about the wisdom of Israel’s policies. 
 The assumption on the part of Israel’s critics is that so long as the 
conflict can be portrayed as one in which soldiers are shooting civilians, the 
Palestinians are winning. Since the First Intifada, the claim that Israel is the 
“Goliath” oppressing the Palestinian “David” has been an effective image 
that damns the Jewish state as an oppressor. 
 Still, it is by no means clear that the border riots turned out to be the 
great propaganda triumph Israel’s enemies were hoping for. Most of the 
Arab world is responding with the same perfunctory protest as they put 
forward after US President Donald Trump’s decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Nor is Egypt lifting the blockade. While 
European governments demand Israeli restraint, they won’t be applying any 
real pressure on the Jewish state to strengthen the terrorist regime in Gaza. 
 Yet even if we were to concede that Hamas won the standoff in terms 
of public relations, perhaps what we should be pondering is the worthless 
nature of international opinion, rather than Israeli perfidy or foolishness. 

The purpose of the march was not — as Sanders and others who have 
accepted Hamas’s propaganda claim — a march for “a better future.” It was 
explicitly a march to demand the so-called “right of return” for descendants 
of the 1948 Palestinian refugees into Israel. As such, it is a call for war 
without end since no Israeli government of any political stripe could ever 
concede this claim, which would effectively end the Jewish state. 
 The notion that Israel and the rest of the world should allow the free 
entry of people and goods in and out of Gaza is also absurd. A terrorist 
group that continues to openly avow its desire to destroy Israel runs Gaza. 
Ending the blockade wouldn’t mean prosperity for its people, but the free 
flow of arms, ammunition and other such materials, largely from Iran, to 
Hamas. Gazans have the right to demonstrate against what they perceive as 
the regime’s enemies (Israel), but not against the terrorists whose misrule 
has plunged Gaza into even deeper misery than it previously experienced. 
 Nor was the march non-violent. The border was charged by large 
numbers of people armed with Molotov cocktails and rocks. Their purpose 
was to breach the barrier that protects Israeli citizens. Under the 
circumstances, it was the responsibility of the IDF to repel their efforts. 

 Israeli fire appears to have killed 15 Palestinians, although at least 10 
of them were known Hamas fighters. Even Hamas admits that some of 
those killed were from its “military” wing. While there is a video that 
purports to show that one person was fleeing at the time of being shot, it’s 
not clear that even that was the result of IDF misconduct. The purpose of 
the protest was to produce Palestinian corpses, not to highlight any 
grievances. Given the numbers of those assaulting the border — and the 
way Hamas characteristically employed women, children and other 
civilians as human shields — the IDF showed its commitment to a limited 
use of force. 
 It’s possible to criticize Israeli policies without joining forces with 
those who desire its destruction. Yet the opinions of individuals willing to 
swallow an obvious Hamas ploy devised to sacrifice Palestinians in order 
to promote an effort that makes a two-state solution — or peace of any 
kind — impossible can’t be taken seriously as a reasonable critique of 
Israeli behavior. 
 If you call for open borders for Gaza, you’re not so much advancing a 
humanitarian cause as you are advocating the arming of an Islamist terror 
group. If you think a demonstration for “return” is a march for peace or a 
“better future” for the Palestinians, you are either ignorant or lacking 
sincerity when you say you want Israel to live in peace as part of a two-
state solution. 
 If a violent “March of Return” can generate sympathy from the 
international community, then the good opinion of those expressing such 
views is worthless. If the march lost Israel any friends or helped Hamas, 
then it’s not clear that those who are either so easily deceived or filled 
with malice against Israel as to think this way are worth persuading. 
(Algemeiner Apr 2) 
  

 
Civilians as a Human Shield        By Oded Granot 
 Hamas has realized it will never achieve a "right of return" for 
Palestinians, so it decided to challenge Israel on the right to gather along 
the fence. 
 This idea is nothing original. Over 50 years ago, Naj Aloush, a 
Palestinian intellectual and Fatah member, came up with this idea: One 
morning, he wrote, a million Palestinian refugees would gather on the 
borders of Israel and then march forward, "into the occupied land." 
 The calculation is simple. Israel has enough military might to repel 
any military threat to its borders and sovereignty. But it won't dare 
slaughter civilians en masse – women and children who are trying to 
"return to their homes in Haifa, Acre and Ashkelon." And if, heaven 
forbid, it did, it would be immediately condemned by the international 
community and accused of harming innocent civilians and of crimes 
against humanity. 
 The exact same reasoning guided the Hamas leadership in the 
meticulous planning that went into organizing the March of Return along 
the Gaza border fence. About 250 buses brought some 30,000 people to 
the border area. Some are relatives of Hamas operatives and public 
officials. Not everyone participated willingly. Some were forced. 
 This was no peaceful, popular demonstration, as the organizers 
promised it would be. This was incitement. Rocks were thrown. Attempts 
were made to vandalize the border fence, and the demonstrators were used 
as cover for an attempted attack against IDF forces. When these attempts 
failed, and 17 people had been killed – including 10 known terrorists – 
Israel was accused of perpetrating a mass slaughter. 
 In this sense, Hamas' tactics during Operation Protective Edge in the 
summer of 2014, in which it located terrorist headquarters and weapons 
caches in civilian homes, didn't differ much from the events on Friday. In 
both cases, civilians were forced to serve as human shields. 
 An initial review of what happened Friday chalks up some significant 
achievements for Hamas. It succeeded in putting the Palestinian issue back 
on the international agenda. It turned the area around the border into a 
violent one, while blaming Israel for the violence and forcing the IDF to 
keep a heavy contingent of forces on duty on the eve of Passover. 
 Israel can take comfort in that it managed to prevent the protesters 
from crossing the border and penetrating our territory, as well as keeping 
the number of wounded Palestinian civilians to a minimum and making an 
effort not to harm women or children. 
 Both sides will need to draw conclusions ahead of two upcoming 
events: Palestinians Prisoners Day on April 17 and Nakba Day on May 15, 
an event that is expected to mark the height of the March of Return. Israel 
knows how to prevent any violation of its sovereignty but will need to do 
everything in its power to convince all that it is working to ease the 
distress of civilians in the Gaza Strip, who are under the control of Hamas.   
(Israel Hayom Apr 1) 
 

 
 



The 'March of Return' to Where?        By Boaz Haetzni 
 Israel withdrew from the Gaza Strip in 2005, destroying in the process 
21 thriving Jewish communities and forcefully expelling 8,000 people from 
their homes. The state even exhumed the remains of the deceased from their 
graves, thus complying with the sickening directive of slanderous 
Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish: "Go, and take your dead with you." 
 The rationale was to "disengage." To disengage from Gaza and leave 
behind the problems, terrorism and the Arabs who live there. The Left 
jovially promised that we would now have legitimacy from the world to 
strike back at terrorism, without the burden of responsibility over a civilian 
population under our rule, as if we were talking about a neighboring 
country. 
 The international community did clap its hands in applause for a whole 
five minutes, before reverting to its customary condemnations. The shelling 
of Israel from Gaza began immediately after the withdrawal, border 
communities came under threat of violence and kidnappings, and the terror 
machine previously kept in check by the Israeli presence turned into a 
monster. Several months later, IDF soldier Gilad Schalit was abducted from 
an area which before the withdrawal had been fortified by IDF forces and 
Israeli communities and had since become a black hole. 
 The withdrawal put most of the Negev and the center of the country, 
even as far north as Haifa, within rocket range. Gaza became a full-scale 
war zone. There have been five rounds of fighting, three of them large, 
which have claimed the lives of hundreds of soldiers and cost Israeli 
taxpayers over 20 billion shekels. In an ironic twist, we learned last week 
that the Left and the Civil Administration still count the Arabs of Gaza in 
their demographic prognostications. Disengagement, indeed. 
 These results have taught Israelis an ongoing lesson about the Arabs' 
true intentions toward us, and that retreating to the 1967 borders will not 
eradicate the threat of terrorism or ease international pressure. Despite 
Israel's relinquishing every last inch of Gaza, the shooting from there has 
not abated and the world has not given Israel the legitimacy to pummel the 
terrorist elements operating there. Following Operation Cast Lead in 2009, 
the Goldstone Commission essentially concluded that Israel did not have a 
right to self-defense. To be sure, throughout the majority of Operation 
Protective Edge in 2014, Israel simply had to try shooting incoming rockets 
out of the sky. Woe unto those who concede and retreat. 
 The "March of Return" sponsored by Hamas is a clever attempt to 
breach the border and send hundreds of thousands of Arabs from Gaza 
streaming into Israel. Where are they "returning" to exactly? All of Gaza 
has already been given to them. In 2005, Ariel Sharon provided the first 
phase of the Arabs' 10-point plan to "liberate every inch of Palestinian 
territory" for free. The Arabs then launched the second phase: voluntarily 
agreeing to the 1967 borders, to the sound of the Left's applause. Lines of 
snipers and live fire stopped the jihadist rabble from flooding tiny Israel and 
entering the kibbutzim and the towns, even the homes of the high and 
mighty bleeding hearts. Will we never learn?    (Israel Hayom Apr 4) 
 

 
A March to Destroy Israel        By Bassam Tawil 
 On March 30, an attempt by tens of thousands of Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip to infiltrate the border with Israel launched a six-week campaign 
of mass protests -- called the "March of Return" -- organized by Hamas, 
Islamic Jihad and other radical Palestinian groups. 
 The groups encouraged Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to head to the 
areas adjacent to the border with Israel. The protesters were also 
encouraged to try to infiltrate the border, thus putting their lives at risk. 
 Hamas and its allies told the protesters that the "March of Return" 
marked the beginning of the "liberation of all of Palestine, from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan River." In other words, the Palestinians 
were told that infiltrating the border with Israel would be the first step 
toward destroying Israel. 
 Hamas leaders Ismail Haniyeh and Yehya Sinwar, who joined the 
March 30 mass protests along the border with Israel, did not hide the real 
goal behind the "March of Return" -- to destroy Israel and thwart US 
President Donald Trump's yet-to-be-announced plan for peace in the 
Middle East. 
 The two Hamas leaders told the protesters that the March 30 
demonstrations marked the beginning of a "new phase in the Palestinians' 
national struggle on the road to liberating all of Palestine, from the river to 
the sea." Haniyeh and Sinwar also made it clear that the "March of Return" 
had another goal: to foil any attempt by the Arabs to make peace or 
normalize their relations with Israel. 
 Based on statements made by Hamas leaders, the "March of Return" 
campaign is not about improving the living conditions of the Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip. Nor is it about finding ways to solve the "humanitarian" and 
"economic" crises in the Gaza Strip. 
 Hamas and its allies did not send the protesters to the border with Israel 
to demand jobs and medicine. They did not encourage Palestinians to risk 

their lives at the border with Israel because of the lack of electricity 
supplies to the Gaza Strip. 
 Instead, the organizers sent the Palestinians to the border after 
assuring them that this was the only way to flood Israel with hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinian "refugees" as part of the "right of return." The 
"right of return" refers to the Palestinian demand that Israel allow 
Palestinian "refugees" and their descendants to move to Israel. 
 As Zaher Birawi, one of the organizers of the "March of Return" 
explained, "The right of return is sacred and a red line not to be crossed. 
The Palestinians will do their utmost to achieve this right." 
 His words, together with those of the two Hamas leaders, prove that 
the mass protests are aimed at forcing Israel to accept millions of 
Palestinian "refugees" as a first step towards turning Jews into a minority 
in their own country. The next step would be to kill or expel the Jews and 
replace Israel with an Islamic state. 
 Crucial here is the fact that what we witnessed along the border 
between the Gaza Strip and Israel on March 30 was not a protest by 
poverty-stricken and miserable Palestinians against a blockade of any 
kind. 
 If that were so, why didn't the organizers ask Palestinians to march 
toward the border with Egypt? The real blockade on the Gaza Strip is 
being imposed by Egypt, and not Israel. 
 In 2017, the Rafah border crossing between Egypt and the Gaza Strip 
was open altogether for less than 30 days; by contrast, the border between 
Israel and the Gaza Strip was open for more than 280 days during the 
same year. 
 Israel enforces a naval blockade on the Gaza Strip that is meant to 
prevent Iran, Hezbollah and other terror parties from smuggling weapons 
into the coastal enclave controlled by Hamas. At the same time, Israel has 
kept its border crossings with Gaza for the movement of goods and 
individuals. 
 Israel permits Palestinians to enter and leave the Gaza Strip through 
the Erez border crossing. Last month, the Palestinian Authority Prime 
Minister entered the Gaza Strip through the Erez border crossing, only to 
have his convoy targeted by a roadside bomb once inside Hamas-
controlled Gaza. Israel also allows foreigners to enter the Gaza Strip 
through the same border crossing. They include journalists, diplomats, and 
hundreds of foreigners working for various international aid agencies, 
including the United Nations. 
 All this while the Rafah border crossing with Egypt remains closed. 
Since the beginning of this year, the Egyptians opened the border crossing 
intermittently only for two or three days each time. Egypt also continues 
to bar foreigners from entering the Gaza Strip through the Rafah terminal. 
Even Arabs who want to help the people of the Gaza Strip are forced to 
enter through the Erez border crossing because the Egyptians do not give 
them permission to use the Rafah terminal. 
 In 2017, Egypt opened its Rafah border crossing with the Gaza Strip 
(pictured above) for less than 30 days altogether; by contrast, the border 
between Israel and the Gaza Strip was open for more than 280 days during 
the same year. (Photo by Chris McGrath/Getty Images) 
 Take, for example, the Qatari envoy to the Gaza Strip, Ambassador 
Mohammed Al Emadi. Each time he leaves and enters the Gaza Strip, he 
uses the Erez border crossing with Israel. The Egyptians will not allow 
him or any other Arab seeking to help the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to 
enter through the Rafah terminal. 
 Given this reality, the question is: Why aren't the Palestinian protests 
directed against Egypt? The answer is obvious. 
 The Palestinians know that messing with the Egyptian army will cost 
them a heavy price. If Israel used snipers to stop the March 30 protesters 
from crossing the border, the Egyptian response would undoubtedly have 
been much tougher. The Egyptians would have used artillery and 
warplanes against the Palestinian demonstrators. The Palestinians are well 
aware that the Egyptian army would raze the entire Gaza Strip if the 
Palestinians breached the border and undermined Egypt's national 
security. 
 Besides, the "March of Return" is intended as part of the Palestinian 
national struggle against the "Zionist entity" -- Israel -- and has nothing to 
do with the closure of any border. 
 It is part of the Palestinian jihad (holy war) to eliminate Israel, which 
they see as a "colonialist project" imposed on the Arabs by Western 
powers after World War II. Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas, in a rare moment of honesty, admitted earlier this year that this is 
precisely how Palestinians and Arabs perceive Israel. 
 The organizers of the "March of Return" have made it clear that 
besides flooding Israel with millions of Palestinian "refugees," the 
campaign has two other objectives: to foil Trump's "deal of the century" 
and stop any form of Arab normalization with Israel. 
 The Palestinians have proclaimed a wholesale rejection of Trump's 
plan because they know it will not advance their goal of turning Jews into 



a minority in their own country. Trump's plan, they believe, does not 
recognize the Palestinian "right of return," which means that "refugees" and 
their descendants will not be allowed to move into Israel, turning it into an 
Arab-majority state. 
 The organizers of the "March of Return" have clearly stated that this is 
a driving force behind the mass protests -- to send a message to the Trump 
administration that Palestinians will not accept any deal that does not 
facilitate their dream of replacing Israel with an Arab Islamic state. 
 The "March of Return" is also aimed at sending a warning to the 
Palestinian Authority and the Arab countries not to make any concessions 
to Israel or collaborate with the Trump administration. 
 Again, this is not what political analysts are saying. Instead, these are 
the exact words and phrases used by the organizers of the event. Their 
ultimate goal: to prevent Mahmoud Abbas and his Palestinian Authority 
from returning to the negotiating table with Israel and to threaten Arab 
countries not to sign peace agreements with Israel. 
 Now, the organizers are telling us that the "March of Return" will 
continue and reach its peak in mid-May, on the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of Israel. 
 The "March of Return" is yet another phase in the Palestinian attempt to 
wipe out the presence of Israel in the Middle East, not about any blockade. 
The "March of Return" is an anti-peace campaign designed to thwart any 
attempt to achieve peace between Israel and the Arab countries. 
 The leaders of Hamas, Islamic Jihad and the other groups that 
organized the mass protests are now complaining about the high death toll 
and accusing Israel of opening fire at "unarmed and peaceful" protesters. 
These are the same leaders who urged their people to head to the border 
with Israel and to try to force their way into Israel. These are the same 
leaders who encouraged their people to damage the security fence along the 
border with Israel. Did they expect the Israeli soldiers to greet them with 
flowers? 
 As for Mahmoud Abbas, he has supplied yet more proof of his towering 
hypocrisy. Hours after the violent confrontations along the border between 
the Gaza Strip and Israel, Abbas appeared on Palestine TV to hold Israel 
"fully responsible" for the violence and death and injury of the protesters. 
 This is the same Abbas who recently told us that Hamas was a terror 
group that was behind the March 13 botched assassination attempt on his 
prime minister. This is the same Abbas who last year imposed sanctions on 
the Gaza Strip by suspending payments for electricity supplied to the Gaza 
Strip by Israel and suspending payments to thousands of civil servants 
there. Instead of condemning Hamas for sending the Palestinians to clash 
with the Israeli army and endanger their lives, Abbas chose to denounce 
Israel for protecting its border. 
 The Palestinian "March of Return" is being mistakenly referred to by 
some journalists and political analysts as a "peaceful and popular" drive by 
Palestinians demanding freedom and better living conditions. 

Palestinians' living conditions in the Gaza Strip could be improved if 
the Egyptians only opened the Rafah border crossing and allowed 
Palestinians to leave and allowed Arabs and others to come and help the 
people there. Their lives could be improved if Hamas stopped building 
terror tunnels and smuggling weapons. 
 But, as has become evident by now, the "March of Return" is nothing 
but a declaration of war on Israel and the Trump administration. 
The writer is a Muslim based in the Middle East.    (Gatestone Apr 2) 
 

 
Talking the Language of Strength to Turkey      By Eyal Zisser 
 People who live in glass houses shouldn't throw stones. 
 It seems like Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has forgotten 
that basic rule. Maybe his success in recent years in eradicating any 
remnant of democracy in his country, as well as repeatedly excoriating 
others without any response from his colleagues or opponents at home or 
abroad has turned his head. 
 The only ruler Erdogan respects is Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
After Turkish aircraft downed a Russian fighter jet in Syria three years ago, 
Erdogan put aside his own honor and rushed to apologize to Putin. There is 
only one thing that Erdogan understands, and that is the language of 
strength. 
 There is nothing new in the tongue-lashing Erdogan just directed 
against Israel. This is what he's been doing since he rose to power. His 
hatred of Israel stems from political considerations: hammering away at the 
Jews to gain popularity at home and support in the Muslim world. But it is 
also anchored in fundamental anti-Semitism, which he does not attempt to 
hide. Thus far, Israel has refrained from holding him accountable, figuring 
that he is just babbling and there is nothing behind his lofty words. The 
bilateral economic ties between Israel and Turkey that continue to flourish 
are proof of that. 
 But it appears that Israel has reached the conclusion that there is no 
chance for dialogue or cooperation with Erdogan's Turkey on matters of 

diplomacy or security. Aside from that, Turkey is on the opposite side of 
many of the conflicts in which Israel is involved, such as the fight against 
Hamas. 
 Israel might finally have realized that the only language Erdogan 
understands is a dialogue of power. If it is permissible for Erdogan to 
condemn Israel and call it an "occupier" and a "terrorist [state] that carries 
out acts of slaughter," Israel could remind the Turks of a few historical 
truths. Most nations of the world have acknowledged the Turkish genocide 
of the Armenians in World War I as well as not only urging Erdogan to 
restore democracy to his country but also recognize the rights of its 
Kurdish minority and the Kurds in Iraq and Syria. Erdogan, as we all 
know, calls the Kurds "terrorists" and is waging a battle to the death 
against them in Turkey and Syria. Finally, no country in the world 
recognizes Turkey's military presence in northern Cyprus, which has been 
ongoing since the Turks first occupied the region some four decades ago. 
 In addition to Israel, Erdogan attacks the U.S., a major ally, and take 
special pleasure in humiliating it. Washington, like Israel, has preferred to 
turn the other cheek. It would be interesting to find out whether Prime 
Minister's aggressive response was coordinated with and known to – 
possibly even encouraged by – the Trump administration, which also has a 
growing score to settle with the Turkish leader.    (Israel Hayom Apr 2) 
 

 
The Left has Crossed a Red Line          By Galit Distel Etebaryan 
 We have already become used to the sequence of events that repeats 
itself after any escalation on the border with the Gaza Strip, most recently 
last week, when over a dozen Palestinians were killed and over a thousand 
wounded. Once again, an act of aggression was perpetrated against Israel, 
Israel responded, and the Left reared up on its hind legs, recalling events 
of the 1930s or demanding a committee of inquiry out of shame. Even the 
mainstream media, which generally tends to lean to the Left on the 
political spectrum, has lost its patience. The feeling is that a red line has 
been crossed by showing solidarity with the enemy and by the blatant 
abandonment of our sovereignty, which the Left is supposed to be a part 
of. 
 This time, the claim made by the Left's representatives, that they acted 
in Israel's interest, failed to sound trustworthy. Every sovereign state has 
the absolute right to defend its borders. When thousands of terrorists 
stampede toward these borders, there is no room for palliative 
interpretation. Regardless, the Left has interpreted and brought shame 
upon itself. 
 To better understand this picture, we must make the connection 
between the Left's responses to the so-called "March of Return" and to the 
planned deportations of the illegal infiltrators who entered this country 
mainly from Africa, which have sparked mass demonstrations and 
polarized Israel's political climate. In both cases, Israel acts like every 
other Western country: according to international law, with the matter of 
sovereignty in the center, and with the foremost concern being protecting 
borders. In both cases, the Left has decisively positioned itself on the side 
of the lawbreakers and ignores the dangers posed to Israelis. 
 In many ways, the Israeli Left has aligned itself with the progressive 
Left in the West. Swedish anthropology professor Aje Carlbum, of Malmo 
University, wrote about the Left's peculiar Pavlovian response, saying the 
modern Left is a self-destructive organism because it will always identify 
the weak as the just and the strong as the sinner. Here the criteria are well-
defined: The infiltrators are weak and Israel is strong; black is weak and 
white is strong; Arabs are weak and Westerners are strong, and so on. 
 Carlbum initially approached the problem because of the miserable 
situation of Swedish women, who require protection from the Muslim 
refugees who embitter their lives in the public sphere. Many Swedish 
women have left their homeland because of this. The Swedish elite has 
placed the rights of the "weak" over the rights of Swedes (primarily 
female Swedes) because even if the weak break the law or endanger lives, 
they are always right. 
 The implications of this uncompromising attitude alienate Israelis as 
well. Arabs will forever appear weaker, and therefore will always be seen 
as righteous. As a result of this attitude, even if a known Hamas operative 
charges the Israeli border with a Molotov cocktail intending to take lives, 
he should be seen as an innocent victim and his death should be mourned 
as the culmination of colonialist crimes by strong white men against weak  
Muslims. 
 This worldview has become so deeply rooted in the Left, both around 
the world and in Israel, that today almost no act of self-defense by Israel is 
perceived to be legitimate in its eyes. The wailing and rage against Israel 
following attempts by terrorists to penetrate state borders emphasized the 
harsh and shocking fact that as far as the Left is concerned, the room for 
Israel to respond has decreased to nothing.    (Israel Hayom Apr 3) 
 

 


