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Our Era Through The Lens 
of the Netivot Shalom

rabbi dr. moshe j. yeres

Sefer neTivoT Shalom, written by the late Slonimer Rebbe Rabbi Shalom Noach 
Berezovsky zt”l, continues its increasing influence on our generation, being studied by 
both religious and non-religious Jews, The sefer is written in clear, modern, fluent Hebrew 
and presents insights of chassidic and kabbalistic concepts in language and terminologies 
that are accessible to modern society and speak to our age. While the two communities of 
Slonimer Chassidim in Israel (Jerusalem and Bnei Brak) likely number less than five thou-
sand families, the impact of the theology of Sefer Netivot Shalom has become widespread.

The survival and revival of Slonim Chassidut is due to the unique circumstances of R. 
Beresovsky’s living in Palestine during World War II. While a small community of Slonimer 
Chassidim had been sent in 1873 by the first Slonimer Rebbe, R. Avraham Weinberg (author 
of Sefer Yesod Havodah) to settle in Tiberias, the vast majority of Slonimer Chassidim were 
killed in Europe during the Shoah. R Beresovksy, who prior to the war, had been entrusted 
with recording his Rebbe’s sichot and divrei Torah, was in Mandatory Palestine during the 
war. There he led a Chabad-affiliated yeshiva, eventually learning about the decimation of 
the Slonimer Chassidim in Europe. 

He worked relentlessly to reestablish Slonimer Chassidut during and after the war. 
Setting up a Slonimer Yeshiva in Jerusalem and publishing various Slonimer Chassidut 
books from original manuscripts and lost documents, he single-handedly reestablished the 
Slonim Chassidic tradition and community with the few remaining survivors. Having lived 
through that difficult period in Palestine while his brethren died in Nazi Europe, he was 
given a unique vision and perspective about his era and the significance of the moment. 
He maintained a special feeling about the opportunity given by the State of Israel and the 
returning of many Jews to the traditions of Judaism. At the same time, he understood the 
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challenges of his (and our) era in terms of Jewish assimilation and the need for reaching 
out to those not committed to Jewish tradition.

One good example of this theological idea is presented below. The Netivot Shalom is known 
primarily for its five-volume set on weekly Torah portions and its two-volume set on Jewish (and 
chassidic) values and major Jewish holidays. Volume one of the two-volume set opens with 
a six-section piece entitled Pirke Mavo on Netivot Da’at, best translated as Paths of Awareness. 
In these introductory chapters, the author sketches many of the ways (paths) by which one 
can develop an awareness of the Almighty in our lives. This, he considers, to be the main 
purpose and goal of our existence in this world. At the end of the sixth and final section, 
Netivot Shalom transitions to discuss the significance of his (our) era. Our translation follows:

Netivot Shalom Volume 1; Netivot Da’at/Pirkei Mavo –  
Section 6, Sub-Section 7 
It is very important that we should maintain clarity of awareness also regarding the general 
nature of our era, to know and understand its specific unique issues, as it states in Deut. 
32:7 “Consider the years of many generations.” As we wrote earlier in the name of the AR”I 
z”l, each day from the creation of the world is different and not similar to another. This is 
because every day has its own unique purposes and goals.

In light of this we have an obligation upon ourselves for significant internal and deep 
reflection about our generation, our era and our destiny. The purpose and responsibilities 
in the world in this amazing time period began with the utterly terrible churban, the likes 
of which the Jewish people have never experienced before, where Divine anger impacted 
every corner of the Jewish world, and through which we have already undergone all of the 
birth pangs of the Messiah in awesome and horrifying ways. However, we (the survivors) 
strengthened ourselves and did not give up hope completely. This is along the lines of R. 
Moshe Chaim Luzzato (RamChal in his book Kelach Pitchei Hokhmah) who explains that that 
just as after a period of drought, much rain of blessing and bounty falls on the earth, so too 
after the period of difficult hester (hiddenness of Hashem), we receive extra kindness and 
rachamim (from Him). This is even though we cannot understand how it would have been 
possible for us to rise up again after our existence had been so decimated. 

Indeed, only one generation later, baruch Hashem we see those rains of blessing in the 
halls of Torah and the yeshivot and chassidic centres in such an astounding way that we 
could never have predicted before. The Almighty raised up a generation of knowledge and 
awareness that is dedicated to His Torah and service in ways to which there is no compari-
son in the last generations. The worlds of Torah and chassidut have grown and developed 
in a most supernal fashion. And the most important was the arrival of a new Shevet Levi 
(Levites) in Israel, along the lines of what the Rambam wrote at the end of Laws of Shmittah 
(chapter 13; 12-13):
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Why did the Levites not receive a portion in the inheritance of Eretz Yisrael in the spoils of war like 
their brethren? Because they were set aside to serve G-d and minister unto Him and to instruct 
people at large in His just paths and righteous judgments… Therefore they were set apart from 
the ways of the world… Instead, they are G-d’s legion, as [Deut 33:11] states: “G-d has blessed His 
legion”… And not only the tribe of Levi, but any one of the inhabitants of the world whose spirit 
generously motivates him, and he understands with his wisdom to set himself aside and stand 
before G-d to serve Him and minister to Him and to know G-d… he is sanctified as holy of holies. 
G-d will be His portion and heritage forever… (Rabbi Eliyahu Touger translation).

In our time thousands of avreichim and their families have sanctified themselves for the 
study of Torah and serving Hashem and this is something that is not comparable to anything 
seen in earlier generations.

Together with this has arisen a new world, which has never been seen before – the world 
of ba’alei teshuva. Thousands of our brothers and sisters in Israel have become ba’alei teshuva 
and have returned to their source (of faith) in an amazing way, long after they had sunk to 
low spiritual levels. Some of these people had been completely encompassed by their secular 
and physical existences, some had sunk to low levels, and now they have become focused 
on Torah and the service of Hashem. We stand amazed and stunned to watch this new and 
holy phenomenon, which You (Hashem) have shown through Your power. And perhaps they 
represent the first drops of G-d’s promise that there will come a time when the world will 
be full of the awareness and knowledge of Hashem. If we will be worthy, these drops of G-d’s 
awareness will increase until we merit to experience it in its complete fullness. 

All of this requires much from us; even if we do not yet know exactly how and how much, 
but the soul in every individual and the clarity of the Divine light in the midst of every Jew 
will teach us that it is up to us, living in this great generation, to rise up to our true destiny 
and purpose in this world. We must be sure we do not despise the King’s (G-d’s) gift to us 
but rather treasure what has been given to us. 

On the other hand, how difficult is the spiritual level of the Jewish people, those who 
are not from among the religious faithful. Yet this is actually what the Talmud (Sanhedrin 
95a) says: (Mashiach) Ben David will only arrive in a generation that is either fully good or 
fully evil. And it is asked how is it possible to have a generation that is completely only evil, 
that will bring the final redemption? It is, however in line with what the holy books refer 
to, that the outcome of the sin of eating the eitz hada’at (tree of knowledge in the Garden of 
Eden) was the confusion of good and evil coexisting and working together. The rectification 
of Mashiach ben David will be the ability to separate and define each separately from the 
other. And this is the intention here – that the generation when Mashiach is to come will be 
one in which the mixture of good and evil are able to be separated. It will be a generation in 
which people are either completely good and (serving Hashem) or completely evil (away from 
Hashem) without the mixture of good and evil together. All this will depend on the trait of 
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awareness (da’at) of Hashem, as the Rabbis have stated – “without da’at there is not separ-
ation (havdalah).” And it is this vision that we are beginning to see in our own generation. 

This generation calls us to greatness as R Moshe of Kobrin wrote on the verse Genesis 
29:7 “Behold, the day is yet long. It is not time for the livestock to be gathered in.” The great 
and mighty day of Hashem is approaching; this is not the time to gather up the physical 
possessions we have acquired of this world, but rather to focus on the special spiritual gifts 
that are being offered to us. 


