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Avraham’s Tenth Test: An 
Additional Lesson

danny berger

1. Rabbi Korobkin pointed out to me that some commentators suggest the nisayon itself comes after the Angel 
tells Avraham to stop. When Avraham is told to stop, he actually listens to G-d’s new instruction and does not 
respond “no, I was told to do it and will see it through to the end.” Furthermore, this is comparable to some-
thing that came up during our COVID pandemic lockdown. While Hashem “tells” us to daven with a minyan, 
the same G-d “told” us in the Spring of 2020 not to daven with a minyan due to sakanas nefashos. Just like 
Avraham was able to pivot with G-d’s new instruction so should we able to do this.

G-d famously puts Avraham through ten nisyonos – tests of faith. While there are varying 
opinions as to what comprises this list, by all accounts the final and most dramatic one is 
famously known as Akeidas Yitzchak (“The Binding of Isaac”). This final test is documented 
in Parshas Vayeirah where G-d asks Avraham to offer his one and only son as a human 
sacrifice. We invoke this episode numerous times in our liturgy, including, notably, in the 
High Holiday service and the Torah reading for Rosh Hashanah. Akeidas Yitzchak is singled 
out as the one episode that epitomizes Avraham’s complete and unconditional faith in G-d. 
The Torah showcases this episode in great detail to serve as the prototype for all believers 
to try to emulate in their daily lives.

My question is, of all the many tests he faced, this was the ultimate benchmark nisayon. 
Yet, this was the only one where Avraham does not actually go through with the act. He 
is stopped by an Angel of G-d very close to point of actually killing his son. 1 In all of G-d’s 
other tests, Avraham actually goes through with the final act. For example, in the incident 
of Nimrod’s furnace, Avraham enters the fire and we are told that he miraculously exits 
alive. In response to G-d’s request to self-administer circumcision at the age of 100 years 
old, he goes again goes through with it despite suffering tremendous pain.

Why in this test, the Akeidah, does the reader not get to see Avraham executing this test 
to its conclusion? This is not to suggest the reader should believe Avraham would not have 
carried it through the act, rather I am simply asking why this episode is chosen from all the 
others where the reader does not really see Avraham completing G-d’s request?
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The lesson would be that much stronger if we were not left to simply assume that the 
final scene occurred or rely on G-d’s knowledge of what Avraham was about to do? The 
Torah could have at least presented the scene like this, “as the knife struck Yitzchak, his 
neck turned to stone and Yitzchak miraculously survived.” Additionally, it seems Avraham 
is interrupted earlier than necessary as we are told in Bereishis 22:10 that “Avraham stretched 
out his hand and took the knife”. The dialogue continues with the angel saying “Do not send forth 
your hand.” We could have at least been told the knife was on its way down in full force and 
Avraham was stopped at the very last instant. This would have made it that much more 
dramatic and potentially more meaningful.

I would like to suggest that by the Torah not documenting this nisayon to its completion, 
G-d is emphasizing an additional and important lesson. G-d wants us to know that when 
dealing with one’s personal struggles and one’s own unique trials and tribulations, it is the 
effort that goes into the struggle that will count the most. Perhaps from G-d’s viewpoint 
the most important aspect is the way one deals with personal struggle, less to do with 
outcomes and much more to do with the effort. The most important aspect of all personal 
struggles is the ability to identify, internalize and devise a strategy of how to navigate the 
nisayon that we encounter.

If the scene was in a movie, the director purposely freezes the screen as Avraham starts 
to reach for the knife without the viewer knowing what actually happens at the end. G-d, as 
director, purposely does not show us the end to teach us an important and powerful lesson. 
While it is important to strive towards seeing our nisyonos through to completion, G-d did 
not let us see the actual ending because He did not deem this to be the most important 
lesson. G-d is telling us it is not necessarily about the ending or the completion, and thus, 
purposely does not show us the ending. He is telling us not to be discouraged if we lose a 
personal battle and fall short of what we should have accomplished. We must realize we will 
not always be victorious in fighting all our demons. But we must have an ongoing resolve to 
re-strengthen ourselves towards ongoing self-improvement. G-d will judge us individually in 
how we go through our own steps to overcome our individual nisyonos and not necessarily 
in comparison to the trials of the great Avraham and how he dealt with them.

It is important to consider that what may be a nisayon for one person may not be one for 
another. We all have personal and unique natures in addition to personalities and environ-
ments that determine where each individual’s struggle lies 2. The ending with Avraham Avinu 
is not disclosed because it is simply not relevant for us. G-d’s nisyonos are very personal and 
remain between Him and the individual. This is evident from the text itself where pasuk 
12 states “for now I know that you are a G-d-fearing man.” This statement comes at a point 
where we do not even know the ending with any certainty and seems to be in response to 

2. Talmud Sanhedrin 102b relates a story to support this idea. After being questioned why he engaged in avodah 
zara, Menasheh says to Rav Ashi “the desire to worship idols was so strong in my time that if you lived then, 
you would have run so fast to the place of idolatry.” In other words, inclinations and temptations are very 
personalized. What may be a strong temptation to one individual may not be one for the next person so do 
not judge anyone based on your own nature, personality and experience.
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the efforts that Avraham attempted to complete. This statement also teaches that G-d was 
solely the one to judge and know what was expected of Avraham and whether all the steps 
that went into his struggle were deemed to be a success or not.

As we approach the Yomim Noraim, we must be cognizant that only G-d is in the position 
to judge human beings. The nisyonos dispensed by G-d are highly personalized and no one is 
in a position to know or determine the personal tests of each individual and how he deals 
with them. Thus we must refrain from passing judgement. Additionally, while we pray for 
Hashem’s assistance to be strong like our father Avraham, may it also be reassuring and 
comforting should we fall short along the way. More than we are aware, our loving G-d 
judges us based on our unique personal struggles. Moreover, He strongly values our efforts.
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