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Upcoming Events for November
Saturday, 3rd: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
Sunday, 4th: 2:00 AM Daylight Saving Time Ends (Turn
your clocks back and hour)
Saturday, 10th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
Sunday, 11th: 10:30 AM BIG Sonia Movie and
Talkback @ Bowtie Cinema
Friday, 16th: 6:15 PM Thanksgiving Shabbat dinner
with services to follow
Saturday, 17th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
Thursday, 22nd & 23rd: Office will be closed for the
Thanksgiving Holiday
Saturday, 24th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)

From The Rabbi Cave...
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The following remarks are adapted from some of my remarks delivered at our congregation
meeting on October 21st, 2018:
As most of you know by now, I am a fan of the Baltimore Ravens. However, I’d like to talk
about the Green Bay Packers. In NFL lingo, a “Lambeau Leap” is when a Packers’ player scores a
touchdown at Lambeau Field (Green Bay’s home stadium), runs over to the stands, and jumps into a
mass of fans, as they pat his head, back, and tuchus in collective celebration. In recent years, other
teams have imitated this gesture, but it does not carry the originality or meaning that it does in
Green Bay.
Unlike every other professional sports team in America, the Packers are the only publicly
owned franchise in the NFL, not owned by an individual billionaire or a conglomerate. As of 2016,
there were 360,760 stockholders, comprised of the citizens of Green Bay, Wisconsin, or anyone
else who wants to buy stock in the team. (It turns out that our own Rosalie Saxon and her grandson
are part-owners in the Packers!) No one is allowed to hold more than 200,000 shares, which
represents approximately 4% of the 5,011,558 total shares. Remarkably, Green Bay is the smallest
market in all of North American professional sports, but the business model of broad-based
community support and non-profit structure has kept the Packers in Green Bay for nearly 100 years.
So, when a wide receiver celebrates with the Lambeau Leap, there is a pride of ownership
that is different from that of any other city in the country. When Green Bay citizens wear Packers’
jerseys and “cheeseheads” and refer to them as “our team,” it truly means something different than
when fans of other teams sport paraphernalia or say “we beat so-and-so.”
Now, I’m not going to be leaping into anyone’s arms after I give a great sermon on
Shabbat morning, expecting a pat on the tuchus, but I wonder how many of us feel this sense of
ownership in Or Atid. If you do, that’s where we should be, and you be sharing those feelings with
members and non-members alike. If not, how do we get you there? It must be through a
concentrated effort to engage every individual in this community. This deep connection leads to a
feeling of pride of ownership that will sustain engagement and continuous support of Or Atid.
Based on the message delivered at our congregational meeting, we need to up our game,
increasing our engagement among our members, and bringing in new members. Recall from my
Yom Kippur sermon, I don’t like the term “members.” Like the Packers and their ownership, you are
all stakeholders and investors, and Judaism isn’t something that we consume, but rather something
that we grow, produce, and cultivate in our lives. Care and Love are not passive, and when one
invests in something, one should take a personal interest in the success of the investment.
People come for programs, but stay for relationships. Programs are the opportunities to
engage, but the real engagement happens when we are here, so if we are not here, then we cannot
engage. Engagement does not require huge funds for new buildings, but it will require a
reorientation of how our community spends its time getting to know, serving, and engaging
members and guests.
One thing I have learned in my experience as a rabbi is that all encounters are pastoral
experiences. Similarly, any encounter that have with anyone is representative of Or Atid. So, to
ensure the growth of Or Atid, we must be brand ambassadors, representatives of Or Atid in all of our
relationships, within our families, within the congregation, and with the greater Richmond
community. For those adult children and parents of congregants who are not current investors and
stakeholders, let’s find a way to communicate to them that if they want Or Atid to be there for them,
they must be there for Or Atid. For those Jews in Richmond who are unaffiliated, let’s be brand
ambassadors, reaching out and bringing in, sharing this community and sense of belonging with
them.
Judaism is full of opportunities for creating relationship, both within our community and by
reaching out to others. The march to COA@40 has begun. Let’s get to work. What will you do?

President’s Thoughts
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Rick Wiener

I remembered growing up in Petersburg attending services with my mother (my father died when I
was only ten), and would see so many people attending because we were a community. This was
the same at Congregation Or Atid with my kids growing up. This was our extended family, and we
wanted them to be with their Jewish community.
Before I go any further, let me say that I am not writing this article to scold people for not
attending shul more often or to despair that people are no longer joiners. I’m writing this article as
an invitation to invest in your spiritual future and the Jewish people’s spiritual future.
The following answers have been given to explain why people aren’t joining shuls: We don’t have
time. We don’t have money for dues. We don’t need a synagogue to experience Jewish life. We
don’t find our membership fulfilling.
The above are objections to “joining a shul.” But joining a shul is not the same as actively
participating in building a community. I agree with the objections above if joining a shul is about
simply having your name in a synagogue data base. However, none of these objections hold up if
joining a shul is seen as an investment in your spiritual future. The time and money aren’t just
about what you’re paying for today, it’s about how you’ll feel about the community you helped to
build with those hours and dollars in the future. It’s true that there is Jewish life outside of the
synagogue but being with the same people week in and week out—hearing them recite kaddish,
rejoicing as they name new babies and debating the content of the Torah portion—build spiritual
connections in a way that other Jewish experiences don’t. As for membership being unfulfilling, it
is as fulfilling as we want to make it. One of the advantages of a shul like COA is that everyone can
participate in a way that means something to him or her.
The synagogue experience as something that affects us only today then we find ourselves saying
that we’re too tired and busy to participate. If we see the synagogue experience as something that
affects us in the future, then our participation carries more weight. It’s like putting away money
each month to meet financial goals; over time those contributions add up to a significant sum. We
come to shul not just for now, but also to build community for the future. Furthermore, we build a
community not just for ourselves, but for all the Jewish people.
I am asking everyone to invest in Congregation Or Atid to the best means you can, and to start
coming to services and events to get a return for your investment. Or Atid wants you to be an
active part of our community.

We Are Here For You
If you are ill, have an upcoming surgery, or are in distress, your Or Atid family would
like to help. Please contact the office to ensure your spiritual needs are taken care of.

Ritualistically Speaking
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Barry Green

January 4th, 2019: Change for Friday Night Services
Start Time To 7:30 PM
Many members of our congregation have said that it is difficult for them to get to our Friday night
services at the current starting time of 6:15 PM. Between work and, for some, having to feed
young children first, it is too much of a rush. Additionally, some have complained that they
missed having an Oneg after services, at which they can socialize with others and children can
talk with other children while having their ‘dessert.’ It has been difficult to try to accommodate
those who prefer an earlier starting time and those who need a later time. Attendance has
dropped off and we are seeing fewer children at services.
As a result, we have decided to begin services at 7:30 PM, followed by an Oneg, starting on
January 4th, 2019 with the hope that this will make it easer for many members to attend who are
unable to do so now.
We hope to see you at Shabbat services (both on Friday nights and Saturdays) and to schmooze
with you afterwards.

Why I Choose Life…and Legacy

Art Todras

Many of us have been donating to charities and other organizations for most of our adult lives.
Some of us have preferred recipients that mean something special to us. In my case, it is my
alma mater, Haverford College, and the National Yiddish Book Center, which does great work
saving Yiddish texts and providing educational programs on a language that refuses to die.
Every year, I write a check to these wonderful organizations that have meant so much to me as
well as to others that provide important services. One might call these renewable donations.
When I heard about the Life & Legacy project in the Richmond Jewish community, it took a
while for me to grasp its importance. Part of the delay, I think, was not fully appreciating the
different type of commitment L & L represents. It is not renewable giving but perpetual
giving—a one-time gift that stretches in perpetuity beyond the lifetime of the donor. Pretty heavy
stuff when you think about it. Instead of the feeling of satisfaction I get each year when I write a
check to my favorite donor organizations, it’s really like two feelings of satisfaction. The first is
what you experience when you sign the letter of intent and then formalize your commitment
identify on another form the source of your donation (I have not done this yet but am working
on it)—and the second is the anticipated feeling of gratitude by the organization that receives
your gift after you have departed this life.
A Life & Legacy gift is also different in another way. While I cherished my undergraduate years
at Haverford, and am grateful to the National Yiddish Book Center for inspiring and directing my
love of Yiddish, they are not a regular part of my life. Or Atid is. I am there every week, at
Shabbat services and at special meetings and celebrations. A good part of my identity is
wrapped up in the synagogue. So if leaving behind a legacy is passing along a part of yourself—
what you are passionate about and what you hold dear as a belief—then the financial gift
associated with Life & Legacy is really a conduit for the values one embodies and, in a broad
sense, the value reaped by the congregational community. That is why I have chosen Life &
Legacy.
Please join us for a Life & Legacy Kiddush on Saturday, December 8th, 2018 after services

Sandy Weiner
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Mitzvah Corps

Merle Kahn

Feedmore Backpack Program, October 23rd, 2018: Another 1000 bags were
packed for the children of Greater Richmond and surrounding counties.
Approximately 1600 bags are delivered each week to provide nourishment over the
weekend.
Thank you to everyone that helped: Sonya Brockstein, Merle Kahn, Jayasree
Karprapu, Harry Kirschbaum, Tom McClish, Chris Riddich, Sandy Weiner, and
Sherrie Wiener.
Our next Backpack adventure will be January 2019 if you can help
please contact Sandy Weiner.
Sandy Weiner 804 513-6153

Merle Kahn 804 363-4584

sandybethweiner@gmail.com

kahnms@comcast.net

Thank you to all who contributed to our
“Corners of Our Fields” program to benefit the
FeedMore pantry (990 lbs of food) during the
High Holidays.
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Book Club

Sonya Brockstein

All Or Atid women are cordially invited to join the Or Atid Book Club.
We meet Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM at a different host location and we
bring snacks for sharing (yum!). To join the Book Club just send me an email
and I'll add you to our growing group. We are always looking for new books to
add to our suggested reading list and welcome suggestions.
December 12th, 2018 - “The Sweetness of Forgetting” by Kristin Harmel
January 23rd, 2019 - “The Coffee Trader” by David Liss
March 13th, 2019 - “Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles
Hope to see you then!
Sonya Brockstein

sonya.brockstein@gmail.com

804 539-8705

Care Committee Cares About You and Your Family
The Member Involvement Committee is now coordinating a Care Committee which will expand
the function of the Bikur Cholim group. The Care Committee, which is chaired by Ellen
Bernstein, will continue to reach out to those who are ill or need a friendly ear or some
assistance, as well as acknowledge and share in the joy of a new baby, a move to a new home,
or other life events.
If you would like to be a part of this effort, please contact Ellen Bernstein via email at
ellenbernstein1@gmail.com. Committee members will help in a variety of ways depending on
the need – make phone calls or visit individuals, send cards, or provide other assistance such
as take congregants shopping, drive them to the doctor or perhaps to services. Together we
can help strengthen our Congregational bonds.
As the new school year begins, we’d like to reach out to Or Atid college students. If your child
is attending college, please provide their address to the office so the Committee can contact
them on behalf of their Or Atid family, particularly during the holiday season. Please send this
information and any other life event news to office@oratid.org or call 804 740-4747.
Sue Geller, Member Involvement Chair

Our first Shabbat Lunch-and-Learn held on October 20th
hosted by the Oneg & Kiddush and Adult Education Committees
presented by Rabbi Hal was well attended. Rabbi Hal led an
interactive and informative discussion on the topic “Jewish
Prayer: What is going on at services, and what am I supposed to
be doing?”
Thank you to the Kiddush luncheon sponsors and everyone for
their hard work in making this program a success. These
include Rabbi Hal, Art Todras, Mickey Corn, Barbara Cohen,
Sandy Mayer, Sharon Feldman, Marilyn Wiener, Lori Shiffman, Roz Bolski, Barry Green and
Sherrie Wiener.
The next Shabbat Lunch-and-Learn program will be on Saturday, December 15th, 2018.
Topic to be announced.
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Celebrations

Simchah Shabbat – 1st Friday of Every Month
Celebrating a birthday next month? An anniversary?
Something good happen in your life?
Please join us for Shabbat night services on the first Friday of every month (November
2nd) for special recognition and a blessing upon the joyous event happening in your life!

Celebrations for November

Happy Birthday!!

Happy Anniversary!

Mazel Tov!!

Mazel Tov!!

Greg Samuels
Marilyn Blake

Jason Tinsley and
Chelsea Kornblau

Maria Farhi

Art and Fran Todras

Noa Simmons

Rick and Marilyn Wiener

Marci Cohen

Barry and Mary Kornblau

Dana Gwaltney
Ralph Mayer
Michael Yetsin
Henry Salomonsky
Marcia Weinberg
Seth Lichtman

Charles and Laraine
Brumberg
Allan and Allyson Vinik
Lynn Simonoff and
Werner Lichtenstein
Timothy and Charlotte
Johnson
Stan and Mickey Corn
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Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School News
Education Coordinator Alison Litvin
How quickly October flew by - but they say time flies when you’re having fun!
With the school year well under way, we have all enjoyed settling into routine. Since
we just started reading the Torah from the beginning, this month focused on
B’reishit, the Book of Genesis. Classes built a Creation Tree, modeled after the
7 Days of Creation, put Adam and Eve on trial for stealing the fruit from the Tree of
Knowledge, and told the story of Noah’s Ark through art. Shalom Yeladim and
Kindergarteners started learning about Shabbat, making and filling Shabbat boxes
with all the items we need to celebrate Shabbat at home.
Our 7th graders have been focusing on Mitzvot, and have made a Mitzvot Jar for their
class. Each week, students are drawing mitzvot from the jar to think about and
practice. These mitzvot form the foundation for each student’s Mitzvah Project, a
yearlong project in conjunction with their B’nai Mitzvah. We encourage families to
discuss these mitzvot together and how they can be incorporated into your routine
and lifestyle.
Our garden is growing! Thanks to a few donations, we have plants in our garden for
the fall season, and just in time too! Students started making signs for each plant,
practicing their Hebrew by spelling out each name. We have also announced a Voices
and Visions Poster Contest for our older classes: students are decorating a poster
with their “vision,” their own visual interpretation of a “voice,” a quote that inspires
them. At the end of the month, classes will vote to choose a design to be our class
mural for our garden wall, beautifying the space and truly making it our own. Painting
the mural will be a long-term project, and more details will be announced in the next
issue of the Connections. Stay tuned!
Our Hanukkah Carnival has been announced, please join Jewish families of
Richmond for a Super Sunday celebration on the first day of Hanukkah, Sunday,
December 2nd, at 10:00 AM, at the JCC. We are cancelling school for the day to
allow families to attend, and several of us teachers are going to be there running
booths and activities. It’s going to be a great day, mark your calendars and we’ll see
you there!
This year is about bringing our community together for a fun, meaningful, and
memorable Jewish learning experience, and I can’t wait to learn and grow together. If
you have any questions or concerns, or want to share some of your own ideas, please
do not hesitate to reach out to me. You can email me at relschool@oratid.org, or call
the office at 804 740-4747.
Here’s to a great year!
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9……

Religious School News continued...
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Chocolate-Dipped Frozen Fruit Pops
Ingredients: (2) bananas, (2) kiwis, (1) bar of dark
chocolate, popsicle sticks
Directions: Peel the kiwi and cut into 1/4” thick slices,
Peel the bananas and cut into 1-2” thick chunks. Push a
popsicle stick into each piece of fruit. Line a pan with
parchment paper and spread the fruit out over it, place
the pan in the freezer. Break up the chocolate bar and
put the pieces into a microwave-safe bowl. Put in the
microwave for 45 seconds, stir and then cook for another
45 seconds, continue microwaving in 45 second increments
until chocolate is melted. Take the pan of fruit out of the
freezer, dip each piece of fruit into the chocolate, place
back on the parchment paper and put the pan back in the
freezer. Take out of the freezer to Eat & Enjoy!!

EAT & ENJOY

Upcoming School Events:
November 10th at 10:00 AM : School led Shabbat Services (6th & 7th Graders)
November 25th : No School for Thanksgiving Holiday, school resumes on Tuesday, 11/27



Shop Amazon using the Amazon button on our website….they donate a percentage of all
sales to our Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School.



Don’t forget to link your Kroger Card to our new Non-Profit Organization #NY766….they
donate a percentage of all sales to our Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School

School Calendar 2018/19
Shalom Yeladim (Pre-K):
Kindergarten - 2nd Grade:
3rd - 7th Grade:
Machon 8th - 9th Grade:
Machon 10th - 12th Grade:

Sunday 9:00 - 11:00 AM 11/4 & 11/18
Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon
Tuesday 4:15 - 6:15 PM and Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon
Every other Sunday 9:30 AM - Noon 11/11 & 11/18@ COA
One Sunday a Month @ Noon 11/18 @ Einstein Bagels

Upcoming COA Events

10

11

Thank You for Your Generous Donations
Yahrzeit Fund
Russ Finer in memory of Pamela Finer
David and Barbara Cohen in memory of Dorothy Horwitz
David and Barbara Cohen in memory of Lewis S. Cohen
Susan Taich-Schufeldt and Harlan Schufeldt in memory of Morton Taich
Stan and Mickey Corn in memory of Hyman Kaminsky
Dianna Gabay in memory of Rose Gabay
Marc and Ellen Pinsky in memory of Pinkus Gaizer
Sonya Brockstein in memory of Morris Brochstein
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Steven Rose
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Bernard Geller
Jason Tinsley and Chelsea Kornblau in memory of Helen and Sam Kornblau
Marilyn Blake in memory of Louise Seidenberg
Marilyn Blake in memory of Harry Blake
Dianna Gabay in memory of Barbara Gabay-Hilow
Alan and Leslie Koralek in memory of Helen Kasper
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Caleb Campbell

General Fund
Randy and Wendy Howard in memory of Rebecca Jill Arnowitz
Glenn and Sandy Weiner in memory of Abraham Elmakis
Edith Himelbloom in memory of Lottie Stanton
Barry and Miriam Green in memory of Abraham Elmakis
Russ Finer in honor of welcoming us to COA so warmly
Denise & Tammy, Jill & family, and Sarah & family in memory
Felka Silberstein
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Rebecca Jill Arnowitz
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Helen Moskowitz
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Felka Silberstein
Edith Gross donated a Siddur Book in memory of Bryce Matthew Tuller
Edith Gross donated a Siddur Book in honor of Jonathan Ross Tuller

Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School Fund
The Curry Family, the donation of the 1st Picnic Table for the school
Dana and Jason Gwaltney, the donation of 2nd Picnic Table for the school
Anonymous in honor of the recognition of Barry Green’s wit and charm
Don and Amy Unger in memory of Helen Moskowitz

COA@40 Campaign
Norm and Sue Geller in honor of the naming of Arielle Hannah Schevitz

Kerper Floral Fund
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Helen Moskowitz

Thank You Oneg and Kiddush Sponsors for October
Thank you to the sponsors for the Lunch & Learn Kiddush Luncheon
prepared by the Oneg & Kiddush and Adult Education Committees
Thank you to Harvey and Pami Schevitz, Aron Schaier and Beth Finkelstein
for sponsoring the Kiddush luncheon in honor of the naming of their
granddaughter, Arielle Hannah Schevitz. Mazel Tov!
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DONATION FORM
For your donations to one of the funds listed below, please mail this form or call:
Marilyn Wiener

OR

Mickey Corn

10509 Thistledown Dr.

200 Clarke Road

Henrico, VA 23233

Manakin Sabot, VA 23103

804 740-6856

804 784-2676

In Honor Of:
___________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory Of:
____________________________________________________________________________________

For a Speedy Recovery _____, Mazel Tov_____, Other____________________________
From:

To:

________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________________

___________________________________

_______________________________

___________________________________

(Addresses must be included)

Apply my donation to the following fund:
Funds please check one:
Method of Payment:
_____ General Fund
Check: #___________ $__________
_____ Kerper Floral Fund
Credit Card #____________________
_____ Library Fund
Exp. Date_______________________
_____ Capital Improvement Fund
$______________________________
_____ Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School Security Code (on Back of Card)
______________________________
_____ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: Please send this donation directly to Or Atid attention
Rabbi.

YOUR DONATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.
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Yahrzeits for November

Cheshvan - Kislev 5779

Caleb Campbell

Cheshvan 23

Morris Pinsker

Kislev 5

Lisl Wise

Cheshvan 24

Steve Roday

Kislev 5

Jack Bank

Cheshvan 25

Helen Kasper

Kislev 8

Maynard Specter

Cheshvan 25

Pinkus Gaizer

Kislev 9

Morton Taich

Cheshvan 25

Resi Jonson

Kislev 9

Steven Lanse

Cheshvan 26

Hyman Ramberg

Kislev 9

Shirley Malkman

Cheshvan 26

Harvey Printz

Kislev 10

Lewis Cohen

Cheshvan 27

Heather Clyne

Kislev 11

Ruthe Dorfman

Cheshvan 27

Celia Raphael

Kislev 11

Pamela Finer

Cheshvan 27

Joseph Petersiel

Kislev 12

Rose Gabay

Cheshvan 27

Moe Feldman

Kislev 14

Rose Gerstein

Cheshvan 27

Linda Rubin

Kislev 14

Hyman Kaminsky

Cheshvan 27

Rufus Davis

Kislev 15

Jerry Berman

Cheshvan 29

Rose Perschetz

Kislev 15

Mary Ellen Cutler

Cheshvan 29

Julius Zelinger

Kislev 15

Harry Weinstein

Cheshvan 29

Natalie Simmons

Kislev 17

Samuel Levin

Kislev 1

Molly Kress

Kislev 18

Esther Buncher

Kislev 2

Louis Stark

Kislev 18

Cheryl Turoff

Kislev 2

Eula Connors

Kislev 20

Norman Strum

Kislev 4

Barbara Gabay-Hilow

Kislev 22

Candle Lighting
November 2nd 5:53 PM

November 9th 4:46 PM

November 23rd 4:36 PM

November 16th 4:40 PM

November 30th 4:34 PM

Life Cycle Recognitions
Your Or Atid family would like to celebrate your joyous life-cycle events with you, as well as support
you in times of loss when an immediate family member passes away. Please contact the office to
let us know about these moments.
We send our condolences to the Moskowitz family for the loss of Bill’s mother, Helen Moskowitz.
We send our condolences to the Braun family for the loss of Amanda’s grandmother, Judith Miller.
We send our condolences to the Rosenkrantz family for the loss of Mark’s mother, Natalee
Rosenkrantz.

Ongoing Ways to Support
Don’t forget to bring in your
Boxtops with Valid Dates Only
to help support
The Helen and Sam Kornblau
Religious School

Dates Beginning After
March 31st, 2019 Please
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Congregation Or Atid Endowment Fund
Go to the Richmond Jewish Foundation
website at www.rjfoundation.org. Click on
the big green “Click Here to Donate” button
on the right side of the screen. Enter the
amount you’d like to donate and select the
Congregation Or Atid Endowment Fund from
the drop down menu under “Fund Designation”. Complete the rest of the information
including your secure online credit card
information and you’re done!
If you would rather write a check, please
make checks payable to Richmond Jewish
Foundation, reference COA Endowment on
memo line.

Purchase a siddur in honor or
memory of someone special:

AMAZON is as
easy as..….
1.

GO TO OUR WEBSITE
(WWW.ORATID.ORG)

2.

CLICK ON THE AMAZON.COM
BUTTON, WHICH WILL TAKE
YOU DIRECTLY TO THE
AMAZON SHOPPING PAGE

3. SIGN IN TO YOUR AMAZON
ACCOUNT (IF YOU DON’T
HAVE ONE YOU CAN PROCEED
AS A GUEST) AND THEN GO
SHOPPING. WHATEVER YOU
PURCHASE, AMAZON WILL
DONATE A PERCENTAGE TO
CONGREGATION OR ATID.

$36.00

$54.00

$72.00
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10625 Patterson Ave.
Henrico, VA 23238
804 -740 -4747

