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May
Upcoming Events
Tuesday, 1st 10:00 - 11:00 AM Cedarfield Torah Study
Thursday, 8th Launching of Shul Cloud
Saturday, 14th 7:00 - 8:00 PM J-Tillion @ Beth Ahabah
Saturday, 19th 8:00 - 10:00 PM Shavout Spiritual Nosh

Sunday, 20th 10:00 AM Shavuot Festival Service
Tuesday, 22nd 7:30 PM Anti-Semitism Program

From The Rabbi Cave...
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In the nearly two years that I have been the rabbi at Or Atid, we have had our share of
successes and challenges. One of the recent successes was the beginning of our listening
campaign, where over 50 people attended a breakfast at our synagogue on a Sunday
morning to discuss their Jewish experiences and how Or Atid fits into their lives. It was a
great way to reach out to you, our members, and to give you a voice. I commend all of the
organizers for their work, and I commend those who showed up to make your voice heard.
This was a great first step to reaching out to our membership, but there is so much more
work to do. Over the course of my time here, I have heard people say the refrain “we need
to increase our membership” more times than I can count, as if this will be a solution to the
challenges that we face. While it will solve some problems, increasing our membership is
not an end unto itself. Increasing our membership should happen because we have
something to offer, and by that “we,” I mean myself and each and every one of you who finds
meaning and purpose and something worthwhile in Congregation Or Atid.
While the phrase “we need to increase our membership” has been uttered quite a bit, rarely
have I heard anyone delve further into the conversation or brainstorm ideas about what
needs to be done. What we need are action items to turn this need/wish/hope into a reality.
Here are just a few things that you can and should be doing to increase engagement with
our own members, and to bring new members in:
- It’s been said that 80% of life is showing up. So, show up! We’ve got lots of great events
coming up in May, capped off by our annual meeting on Sunday, June 3rd. Looking ahead to
the summer, we’ve got our three Shabbarbecues in late July and early August. We’re also
here every Friday night and Saturday morning for Shabbat. Showing up strengthens your
relationship with Or Atid and connects you with the community of which you are already a
member.
- Bring people with you when you show up. Don’t come to an event by yourself. Bring
someone else with you (spouses don’t count!). They could be members who don’t usually
come to things, or non-members with whom you want to share and highlight Or Atid, showing
them how it can be an important part of their life.
- Talk about Or Atid to your friends, Jew and non-Jew alike. Do you know Jews who aren’t
affiliated? Do you know Jews who could benefit and find some meaning from a connection
to Or Atid? I’m sure the answer is “yes.” Tell them why this place is important to you, and
see the above bullet point.
- Reach out to me. I try to do my best to connect with as many of you as possible, but I know
that I don’t reach as many as I should. So, I invite you to connect with me so that we can
build a personal relationship if we do not already have one.
- Show up in the Jewish community. When I go to Jewish community events, Or Atid’s
membership seems to be underrepresented. We increase our congregational profile in the
community when we increase our individual attendance at communal events.
- Help me get out into the community. Are there places or organizations with which I should
be connected? I’m only one person, and I’m still relatively new here. I need your help. With
whom or with what institutions should I be in contact?
There is no one way to solve our challenges. As I am only one person, I only think in my
brain, which means I don’t have all of the ideas. I’m sure you’ve got some too. What are
your ideas to increase our engagement and membership? What are you doing to implement
them? We’re all in this together, so let’s work together.

President’s Thoughts

3
Rick Wiener

I hope by now that everyone has received their Sustaining Share commitment letter for
2018-2019. Please think about it before you make your commitment.
Whether you are at the synagogue once a day, once a week, or once a year, our
community is here and ready to support you in every facet of your life. COA membership
is not something like a gym pass. Each of us chooses to belong to COA as members and
partners in community, and each of us voluntarily pledges financial support.
Annual membership pledges are an investment in the Jewish values and practice that
are the heart and soul of Congregation Or Atid. Voluntary pledges represent an annual
commitment to our community, Jewish life learning, and social justice. We celebrate
joyous times together and we support one another in times of need.
The reason why people resist conventional dues is not that it is premised on obligation
but that it trivializes obligation. The reason why people respond generously to the
voluntary dues model is not that it eliminates obligation but that it deepens obligation.
Putting a price tag on membership cheapens it in that it reduces membership to a
purchase and members to buyers. It defines belonging as a market transaction. By that
logic, members have no obligation except to pay the bill. They are consumers of a
product, not partners in the work of building community. People resist that model- they
complain of having to “pay to pray” -because, if belonging can be bought, then belonging
is not serious enough to justify the cost. If membership is no more than a purchase,
then it is not worth the price.
On the other hand, people respond generously to the voluntary model because it
implicitly redefines what membership is. If membership has no price tag, then it can not
be a purchase. It must be something else: a commitment to help build community. By
removing the trivial obligation that comes with being a buyer, the voluntary model opens
the door to a deeper kind of obligation, the obligation that comes with being a true
partner. People respond favorably to the voluntary model not because it relieves them of
obligation, but because it challenges them to take on a greater sense of obligation.
This is the reason that Congregation Or Atid went to the Sustaining Share model a few
years ago. Please give from your heart. There is an important teaching in Pirkei Avot,
”if there is no bread, there is no Torah.” The rabbis recognized that basic financial needs
are necessary to sustain a holy community.
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Ritualistically Speaking

Barry Green

Shavuot – Celebrate as a Community
This year, Shavuot begins the evening of Saturday, May 19th and continues into the
20th of May (the 6th of Sivan, 5778 on the Hebrew calendar).
Originally a harvest festival, it has come to commemorate the giving of the Torah to the
people of Israel. ‘Shavuot’ means ‘weeks’ and, per the Torah, we count 7 weeks after
the 1st day of Pesah. After this 49-day count, the next day is Shavuot. In ancient Israel,
it was one of three festivals during which Jews were required to travel to Jerusalem to
make an offering at the Temple – in this case two loaves of wheat bread (to celebrate
the wheat harvest). Among the customs that have been adopted over the millennia, one
is to engage in study all night long, beginning with Erev Shavuot. When I was a college
student, back around the time the Jews crossed the Jordan River, I was able to stay up
all night studying for exams. These days I’m lucky to make it to the 11:00 PM news.
So, in honor of my having survived lots of those many cramming sessions (and having
passed at least a few of those exams), please come to Or Atid at 8:00 PM on Saturday,
May 19th, for a brief service followed by a discussion session which will end around
10:00 PM. Dessert will be provided. We will nosh, study and still have time to sleep, to
be rested for our 10:00 AM service on Sunday, May 20th when the Torah reading will tell
us why we’re here and what we ought to (and not to) be doing as people. Also
celebrating the end of the school year, our students will be joining us.

Please come, but don’t bring your wheat loaves – this year you can
come to our synagogue. Next year in Jerusalem.

Erev Shavuot service and Spiritual Nosh: “Are you Jewishly fulfilled?”
Join us on Saturday, May 19th 8:00 PM—10:00 PM for delicious desserts and
spirited conversation as we bring in the holiday of Shavuot with a Spiritual
Nosh. Shavuot is the holiday when we received the Torah and mitzvot.
At this Spiritual Nosh, we will explore how we engage with the mitzvot and if/
how they bring meaning to our lives.
Please RSVP to the office by May 16th 804 740-4747 or office@oratid.org
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Sandy Weiner

Mitzvah Corps

Merle Kahn

FeedMore BackPack Program
On April 10th, 1000 weekend bags for hungry children in our community were filled.
Thank you to Art Todras, Merle Kahn, Harry Kirschbaum and Tom McClish.
Feedmore greatly appreciates our volunteers and the time we have contributed. We are
looking forward to resuming our work when the BackPack Program starts up again in
the fall.

FeedMore
Backpack contents:

Caritas
Tuesday, May 8th Congregation Or Atid will combine volunteers at Welborne UMC to
make 96 lunches for the men at The Healing Place of Caritas. We will need a few
people to help make the sandwiches and assemble the lunch bags. As the week gets
closer we will know if we need to donate and/or purchase supplies. We also need 1 or 2
drivers to deliver the bags on Wednesday, May 9th and Friday, May 11th to The Healing
Place located at 700 Dinwiddie Ave. Richmond. If you are interested in supporting this
project, please contact Sandy Weiner to put you on the list for when we have more
details.
Sandy Weiner 804 513-6153
sandybethweiner@gmail.com

Merle Kahn 804 363-4584
kahnms@comcast.net
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Book Club

Sonya Brockstein

On Wednesday, May 30th at 7:30 PM the Book Club will be discussing
Washing the Dead by Michelle Brafman. If you can host that night, please let us
know. The participants will provide the snacks. We will be discussing books for future
meetings, so if you have any books that you have read that are interesting, thought
provoking or simply humorous, the Book Club members would love your suggestions.
Please bring and send your ideas to Sonya Brockstein- the new Book Club
Chairperson!
Thank you, Sonya Brockstein
sonya.brockstein@gmail.com 804-539-8705

Adult Education Opportunities:

Erev Shavuot Service and Spiritual Nosh
Saturday, May 19th 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM
“Are you Jewishly fulfilled?” Join us for delicious desserts and spirited conversation
as we bring in the holiday of Shavuot with a Spiritual Nosh. Shavuot is the holiday
when we received the Torah and mitzvot. At this Spiritual Nosh, we will explore how
we engage with the mitzvot and if/how they bring meaning to our lives.
Please RSVP to the office by May 16th at 804 740-4747 or office@oratid.org

Adult Educational Anti-Semitism program at Or Atid
Tuesday, May 22nd 7:30 PM
Congregation Or Atid invites all members and the Jewish community to a special no
cost program: Anti-Semitism Nationally & Locally: A Clear-Eyed Conversation. The
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) recently reported that the number of anti-Semitic
incidents in the U.S. rose 57 percent in 2017 – the largest single year increase on
record and the second highest number reported since ADL started tracking such data
in 1979. Some of those events took place in Richmond. Join presenter Daniel “Doni”
Fogel, Director of Jewish Community Relations & Israel and Overseas Programming
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond to discuss:
• Anti-Semitism nationally, regionally and locally
• Jewish community security in greater Richmond
• The power of hatred and the power of denial
• What the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond is doing about these issues.
There will also be question and answers with light refreshments.
Please RSVP to the office by May 18th at 804 740-4747 or office@oratid.org
to provide name, phone number, email address and number attending.
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Simchah Shabbat – 1st Friday of Every Month
Celebrating a Birthday next month? An Anniversary? Something good
happen in your life?
Please join us for Shabbat night services on the first Friday of every month
for special recognition and a blessing upon the joyous event happening in
your life!

Is there a high school or college graduation coming up? Please send us
the graduate’s name & school so we can celebrate them in our June
Connections!

Celebrations for May
Selma Cantor
Chelsea Kornblau
Robin Casway
Sherrie Wiener
David Schwartz
Isaiah Feinberg
Steven Butnik
Elisa Malkman
Marc Pinsky
Michael Pour
Mark Resnick
Steven Richman
Barton Ruden
Margo Shayne
Rick Wiener
Timothy Johnson
Mayer Grob
Lauren Grob
Sara Beth Coffey

Melissa Hart
Bruce Rubin
Scott Lyons
Jodi Perschetz
Danielle Perschetz
Allison Lichtman
Ryan Bunce
Rebecca Pardo
Bruce Goldstein
David Jaffe
Dana Weiss
William Cohen
Werner Lichtenstein
Ann Ottens

Happy Birthday!!
Mazel Tov!!

Sal and Diane Girgente
Bill and Gail Moskowitz
Barry and Mary Auerbach
Will and Ellen Frank
Scott and Nathalie Gaeser
Scott and Melissa Bunce
Dave and Dana Weiss
Howard and Robin Casway
Ralph and Alicia Navon

Happy Anniversary!!
Mazel Tov!!
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Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School News
Rabbi Ilan Pardo Education Director
April was a shorter than usual learning month for our students since we had spring break.
However, it was quite meaningful as we learned about this season’s holidays.
We discussed how to get ready for Pesach. They learned that we need to clean our house
and get rid of Chametz (any food that is not kosher for Pesach like crackers, challah, cereals,
etc.) and we only eat Matzah and things made from Matzah/Matzo meal during Pesach.
We learned about the Pesach Seder, and discussed the different symbolic foods that we eat.
We reviewed all the items on the Seder Plate and learned about the meaning of the
Afikoman. We reviewed the 4 Questions, and the Wise/Stubborn/Simple/knows Not How to
Ask (the 4 Sons).
We discussed the story of Pesach in detail. We learned that we used to be slaves to King
Pharaoh in Egypt and that he made us work very hard until we were led out of Egypt by
Moshe.
We learned about Moshe and Pharaoh, and how God brought the ten plagues on Egypt. We
learned to say the 10 plagues in both English and Hebrew.
We learned about the splitting of the Red Sea, and why the holiday is called Pesach
(Passover). We learned to sing the different brachot in the Haggadah. Different grade levels
worked on various art projects to take home to use at their Seder table.
After Passover, we continued with learning about Yom HaShoah, remembering the Holocaust
as a Jewish Memorial Day. This year, the holiday was on April 12th. We discussed what it
means to commemorate the holiday, watching videos of how in Israel, the whole country
pauses for a minute to show their respect. We were so awed by how still everyone was, even
all the cars on the road pulled over!
To honor the holiday ourselves, we all participated in the Butterfly Project, inspired by the
poem "I Never Saw Another Butterfly." We made butterfly mobiles, with colorful butterflies
linked together.
Moving on to Yom Haatzmaut, we were excited to learn about Israel’s Independence Day.
Israel is 70 years old this year!
Our older students explored the origins of the Pesach Seder, by studying passages from the
Mishnah and Talmud that are the foundational texts for this most famous and popular
Jewish rituals. We looked at the Seder’s rabbinic origins, as well as the symbols and their
meanings, comparing all of this to the minimal instructions about Pesach that are given in
the Torah.
Looking at a variety of news sources and opinion articles, the older students learned about
the ongoing issue of the Kotel (Western Wall) and the efforts by the Israeli Government to
provide an egalitarian prayer space. They explored perspectives from ultra-Orthodox to
Conservative/Reform and from Israeli Jews and American Jews, as well as the complex and
often frustrating way that the Israeli Parliamentary system works.
All of our students continue to enjoy learning activities led by our wonderful faculty as we
continue to plan and strive for a successful school year.
Religious School News Continued on Page 9

9

Continued Religious School News
We continue to learn about the weekly Torah portions and biblical stories. We are
advancing with our Hebrew letters, word recognition, and the names of the colors in
Hebrew. We play matching games to help learn and review. We continue to review the
Hebrew months. Rabbi Pardo visits each grade to observe learning progress.
Our older students continue to learn the structure and content of Shabbat services, and
continue to participate in leading Shabbat morning services once a month. Join us and
observe how much we learned!
In addition to learning at our school, Rabbi Pardo would like to see our students and
families attend more services on a regular basis. Attending services will enhance
everyone's Hebrew reading ability, a skill which Rabbi Pardo encourages all to master,
students and adults alike.

Upcoming School Events:
Sunday, May 13th: Shalom Yeladim 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sunday May 13th: 11:00 AM Brunch celebrating mothers, grandmothers & teachers
Tuesday, May 15th: 5:30 PM Hot dog dinner celebrating the end of school year

Sunday, May 20th: Last day of Religious school and Shavout Festival Services

Sunday, May 20th:
Shavuot Festival Services with Yizkor and the Last Day of
Religious School.
6th Grade -10th Grade and their parents will attend the
main service at 10:00 AM.
Kindergarten - 5th Grade and their parents will attend a
special family service at 11:00 AM.
A congregational lunch will follow both services.
School Calendar
Shalom Yeladim (Pre-K):
Kindergarten — 1st Grade:
2nd — 7th Grades:
Machon 8th — 10th Grades:
Machon 11th — 12th Grades:

Sunday, 9:00 — Noon
Sundays Only, 9:00 AM — Noon
Tuesdays 4:15 — 6:15 PM and Sundays 9:00 AM — Noon
Sundays 10:30 AM — Noon
Sunday at Noon
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Hot Topic at Or Atid

May 8th we will launch ShulCloud!!
You will receive an email prior to going live with a link to log in to your
account. This is what you’ll see:

Once you log in, you will see this, where you can click
My Account, to ensure all of your information is
correct. If you make any changes, hit Save Changes to
Person. * Each person with an email address will
create their own email login and password.
Please review your account and make any updates if
need be.

As you can see above, there are many sections for you to view and edit.
Brief descriptions are as follows:
My Billing: Your donations
My Profile: Your name, address etc
My Subscriptions: Emails you receive

My Members: Your family
My Yahrzeits: You can add here
My Events: This is an empty section that will be used in the future.

If you need any help or have any questions please feel free to call the office
at 740-4747 and we can walk you through it. We hope you will enjoy our new site!
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Thank You for Your Generous Donations!
General Fund
Stan and Mickey Corn in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Stan and Mickey Corn in memory of Louise Weiner
Daniel and Gail Elmakis in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Daniel and Gail Elmakis in memory of Louise Weiner
Russell Finer in honor of the 1st day of Passover and the 7th day of Passover
Ron and Sharon Fink in memory of Louise Weiner
Ron and Sharon Fink in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Marc Gerstein
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Michael Bloom
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Ruth Goldman Bloom
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Louise Weiner
Harry Kirschbaum thanks for making the library look so good
Alan and Leslie Koralek in memory of Marc Gerstein
Ralph and Sandy Mayer in memory of Marc Gerstein
Ralph and Sandy Mayer in memory of Louise Weiner
Ralph and Sandy Mayer in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Ruth Goldman Bloom
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Marc Gerstein
Lynn Simonoff and Werner Lichtenstein in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Lynn Simonoff and Werner Lichtenstein in memory of Marc Gerstein
Stan and Mickey Corn in honor of Mickey’s father, Paul Luterman’s 102nd Birthday
Stan and Mickey Corn in honor of their granddaughter, Madeline Eisenfeld being inducted into the
National Honor Society at Wootton High School in Rockville, Maryland
Rosalie Saxon in memory of Marc Gerstein
Don and Amy Unger in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Don and Amy Unger in memory of Louise Weiner
Rick and Marilyn Wiener in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Rick and Marilyn Wiener in memory of Louise Weiner
Rick and Marilyn Wiener in memory of Marc Gerstein
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Louise Weiner

Yahrzeit Fund
Sam Brumberg in memory of Gayle Nordin
Charles and Sandra Perschetz in memory of Adele Pond
Bob and Fran Resnick in memory of Gussie Eisenberg
Jeffrey Scharf and Amy Melnick-Scharf
Barry and Miriam Green
Jean Goldman
Robert and Elise Buncher
Chelsea Kornblau and Jason Tinsley

Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School Fund
Mark Pinsker and Merle Kahn in memory of Sylvia Ann Rassell
Mark Pinsker and Merle Kahn in memory of Louise Weiner

Thank You Oneg and Kiddush Sponsors for April
Thank you to Harry Kirschbaum for sponsoring a Kiddush in
memory of Radar Navigator Abe (AJZ) Firestone.

12

Thank You for Your Generous Donations!
DONATION FORM
For your donations to one of the funds listed below, please mail this for or call:
Marilyn Wiener

OR

Mickey Corn

10509 Thistledown Dr.

200 Clarke Road

Henrico, VA 23233

Manakin Sabot, VA 23103

(804) 740-6856

(804) 784-2676

In Honor Of:
___________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory Of:
____________________________________________________________________________________

For a Speedy Recovery _____, Mazel Tov_____, Other____________________________
From:

To:

________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________________

___________________________________

_______________________________

___________________________________

(Addresses must be included)

Apply my donation to the following fund:
Funds please check one:
Method of Payment:
_____ General Fund
Check: #___________ $__________
_____ Kerper Floral Fund
Credit Card #____________________
_____ Library Fund
Exp. Date_______________________
_____ Capital Improvement Fund
$______________________________
_____ Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School Security Code (on Back of Card)
______________________________
_____ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: Please send this donation directly to Or Atid attention
Rabbi.

YOUR DONATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.
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Yahrzeits for May
Mollie Bloom

Iyyar 17

Julius Brent

Sivan 4

Edward Goldman

Iyyar 17

Dorothy Belle Rubin

Sivan 4

Kenneth Seidenberg

Iyyar 18

Joseph Kress

Sivan 6

Johana Sisisky

Iyyar 18

Gertrude Weiser

Sivan 6

Rose Mann

Iyyar 19

Harry Stark

Sivan 6

Sidney Greenbaum

Iyyar 19

Margie Cohen

Sivan 8

Tina Sisisky

Iyyar 20

Joanne Pratt

Sivan 9

Esther Lessner

Iyyar 21

Edward Beck

Sivan 9

Robert Schufeldt

Iyyar 22

Rosemary Davis Fortmayer

Sivan 9

Sidney Heyman

Iyyar 22

Walter Wise

Sivan 9

Irene Kashdan-Heyman

Iyyar 24

Martha Caine-White

Sivan 10

Morris Cohen

Iyyar 26

Stuart Schoenhaut

Sivan 11

Sarah Zuckerman

Iyyar 26

Geraldine Luis

Sivan 12

Sidney Brumberg

Iyyar 28

Roslyn Milsky

Sivan 16

Harris Rosenkrantz

Iyyar 29

Arnold Rubin

Sivan 16

Alexander Barss

Sivan 3

Rose Moore

Sivan 16

Marcia Brumberg

Sivan 3

Candle Lighting
May 4th

7:44 PM

May 11th 7:51 PM

May 18th 7:57 PM

May 19th 9:06 PM

May 20th 9:06 PM

May 25th 8:02 PM

Life Cycle Recognitions
Your Or Atid family would like to celebrate your joyous life-cycle events with you, as well as
support you in times of loss when an immediate family member passes away. Please contact
the office to let us know about these occasions.
We send our condolences to the Ellen Hollands on the passing of her brother Marc Gerstein.
We send our condolences to the Weiner and Hart families for the loss of their mother and
grandmother and great grandmother Sylvia Ann Rassell.
We send our condolences to the Weiner and Hart families for the loss of their step mother,
grandmother and great grandmother Louise Weiner.

Ongoing Ways to Support
Don’t forget to bring in your
Boxtops with Valid Dates Only
to help support
The Helen and Sam Kornblau
Religious School

Dates Beginning After
November 1st, 2018 Please
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Congregation Or Atid Endowment Fund
Go to the Richmond Jewish Foundation
website at www.rjfoundation.org. Click on
the big green “Click Here to Donate” button
on the right side of the screen. Enter the
amount you’d like to
donate and then
select the Congregation Or Atid Endowment
Fund from the drop down menu under
“Fund Designation”. Complete the rest of
the information including your
secure
online credit card information and you’re
done!
If you would rather write a check, please
make checks payable to Richmond Jewish
Foundation, reference COA Endowment on
memo line.

AMAZON is as
easy as..….

1.

GO TO OUR WEBSITE
(WWW.ORATID.ORG)

2.

CLICK ON THE AMAZON.COM
BUTTON, WHICH WILL TAKE
YOU DIRECTLY TO THE
AMAZON SHOPPING PAGE

3.

SIGN IN TO YOUR AMAZON
ACCOUNT (IF YOU DON’T
HAVE ONE YOU CAN PROCEED
AS A GUEST) AND THEN GO
SHOPPING. WHATEVER YOU
PURCHASE, AMAZON WILL
DONATE A PERCENTAGE TO
CONGREGATION OR ATID.

Purchase a siddur in honor or
memory of someone special:

$36.00

$54.00

$72.00
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10625 Patterson Ave.
Henrico, VA 23238
(804) 740-4747

