Congregation Or Atid Connections
Connecting community with spirituality

Nisan - Iyar 5779

May 2019

The vision of this congregation shall be to establish and maintain an institution that creates an all-embracing egalitarian
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Upcoming Events for May
Friday, 3rd: 7:30 PM Simchah Shabbat Services
Saturday, 4th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
10:00 AM Erin Samuels Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, 11th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
10:00 AM Jordan Perschetz Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, 18h: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
10:00 AM Hannah Komulainen Bat Mitzvah
Sunday, 19th: 10:00 AM COA Annual Meeting
Saturday, 25th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
Thursday, 30th: COA Men’s Club @ Colonial Shooting
Academy

From The Rabbi Cave...
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During the month of May, we will find ourselves during period of the Jewish calendar
called the Omer, a 49-day count of days, beginning on the second day of Pesach and
concluding on Shavuot. There are numerous explanations and interpretations for counting the
Omer, from its agricultural origins in the Torah to the complex schema of mystical Kabbalistic
intentions that accompany each day.
One of the explanations that resonates most with me is the dimension of historical
and covenantal time of the Omer. The Omer is the count between Pesach and Shavuot, from
our Exodus from Egypt to our receiving Torah at Sinai. This is the journey from Slavery to
Freedom to Covenant. The Exodus was “freedom from,” specifically, freedom from slavery.
Sinai/Torah is “freedom to,” meaning freedom to live in Covenant with God under a system of
laws, responsibilities, and expectations. Seen in this way, the Omer is a countdown (even
though we count up) to Covenant. Not only is this historical and covenantal time, it is also
communal time. We all left Egypt together, and we were all present at Sinai together.
The original meaning of the counting the Omer comes from the impulse of individual
gratitude for God’s agricultural bounty. Leviticus 23:10-11 tells us, “When you enter the land
that I am giving to you and you reap its harvest, you shall bring the first sheaf (Omer) of your
harvest to the priest. He shall elevate the sheaf before Adonai for acceptance in your behalf;
the priest shall elevate it on the day after the sabbath.”
Omer literally means “sheaf,” and it was an offering of the first produce of the barley
harvest (on Pesach) from each Israelite who brought it to the Temple. In fact, until the Omer
was brought to the priests in the Temple, it was forbidden to eat from the new produce of the
field. The passage in Leviticus continues, “And from the day on which you bring the sheaf
(Omer) of elevation offering—the day after the sabbath—you shall count off seven weeks. They
must be complete: you must count until the day after the seventh week—fifty days; then you
shall bring an offering of new grain to Adonai.” (Leviticus 23:15-16) The daily presentation
and elevation of each sheaf culminated in the wheat harvest (on Shavuot).
The seven weeks of the Omer were the most intensive time of the farmer’s year, the
period of the grain harvest, concluding on Shavuot when two loaves of bread made of
leavened wheat were offered. The daily Omer ritual was a way of praying for a good crop and,
even more importantly, giving thanks for God’s blessings of the fields.
After settling in the land promised to Abraham, the Israelites gained dignity from
farming, by supporting themselves in their agricultural efforts. They were no longer homeless
nomads, and displayed this through the symbolic moment of bringing the first produce of the
grain harvest to the Temple for the 7-week period of the Omer, between Pesach and Shavuot.
The Torah is teaching us that the greatest gift is being able to give a gift.
The Omer is an opportunity to connect to our ancient practice of giving to our place
of worship and gathering at this time of year. The Omer is not just a period of time to count
days; it is a period to stand up and be counted, declaring yourself part of a group that
supports the institution it holds dear. And so, Or Atid is kicking off the 1st Annual “I Count”
Omer Campaign. Just like the Torah asked of our ancient ancestors, we are asking for 100%
participation of our congregants. Whether you can give $0.50 or $50,000.00, we ask that
everyone contribute and be counted, between now and Shavuot on June 9 th. Let’s count, be
counted, and sustain Or Atid through its present and future as we reenact and modernize the
ritual of our Israelite ancestors. Happy Omer!

President’s Thoughts
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Rick Wiener

It’s time to say goodbye as the president of Congregation Or Atid. It has been a privilege serving
you these past few years. When I took this position, I wanted to do the best I could, and to
serve the whole congregation. I am not part of a group but wanted to serve the Or Atid’s
community. I have done that from the beginning to the end.
I want more people to enjoy being Jewish the way I enjoy being Jewish and come to synagogue
so we can enjoy my way of being Jewish together. The people who come to services want to
make sure we have a minyan. The people who come to adult education programs, want more
people to come. The people who have children in religious school want more programming and
inclusion of children in synagogue events. The people who like musical programming want
more music in the services. So many of us want more: more programs, more Jewish unity and
we want everyone else to want it the way we want it. The common thread here is the wish for a
greater sense of community.
The only way to maintain a spirited and thriving community is for people to come to COA. We
can only thrive if you have the spirit and energy to show up. We can only offer the programs
that maintain community if you have the spirit and energy to show up. We can only have a
future if you have the spirit and energy to show up. If we don’t show up, there is no
Congregation Or Atid. I leave you with one thought, start showing up, start volunteering, and to
give from your heart. Congregation Or Atid is one big family, and we need to start supporting it.
Once again, I say goodbye, but I will always remain part of the COA community.
See you at the annual meeting at 10 AM on May 19th .

On Wednesday, April 10th, Rabbi Hal met with some of our
non-Jewish congregants at Hardywood Brewery for a casual
conversation about what it means to be a member of a
synagogue, married to a Jewish spouse, and raise Jewish
children. It was a lively and spirited conversation, which broke
down barriers and answered lots of questions. Stay tuned for our
next event for our non-Jewish members and interfaith families!

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 30TH
COA Men’s Club at Colonial Shooting Academy
(West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia 23230)
Join us at a National Shooting Sports Foundation Five Star
Range for Safety, Education, Precision, and Fun.
More details to follow via email once reservations have
been finalized.
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Ritualistically Speaking

Barry Green

MAZEL TOV!!
GIRLS ARE ROCKING MAY 2019
May 3rd / 4th: Erin Nicole Samuels
Erin’s Bat Mitzvah is right around the corner and she is ready to get the ball rolling. Erin is a very
busy 7th grader at Moody Middle School in the IB Program. In her down time, Erin likes to spend
her time on the golf course, in the kitchen baking, and at her art table creating and planning her
next masterpiece or business opportunity! Erin loves spending time with all her family, especially
her big brother, Zack. As parents, we couldn’t be more proud of Erin and are excited to see the
path Erin chooses next.
Mazel Tov, Erin!
Geri and Greg Samuels

May 10th / 11th: Jordan Miriam Perschetz
Jordan Miriam Perschetz will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on May 11th, 2019. She is
currently in7th grade at Short Pump Middle School. Jordan enjoys playing ukulele, art, drama,
and spending time with her friends.
Jordan is excited for her Bat Mitzvah and will be welcoming friends and family from California,
Minnesota, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and all over Virginia to
help her celebrate this milestone in her Jewish life.
Please join us for services during Jordan’s Bat Mitzvah weekend!
Jodi and Philip Perschetz

May 17th / 18th: Hannah Laurel Komulainen
Hannah Laurel Komulainen is a New Englander…just ask her! She was born in a Boston hospital,
spent her first two years just outside of the city, and she loves snow and cold weather. But make
no mistake, after spending the last 11 years of her life in Richmond, she’s got herself a little
southern accent and the charm to go with it. Hannah is quick with a smile, a joke or a kind word.
If you’re lucky enough she’ll create a painting for you, make you a piece of jewelry or write you a
song. Maybe she’ll treat you to a jump rope routine since she’s also part of the Richmond
Swingers jump rope team.
Hannah’s creativity knows no bounds and her heart knows no limits and she’s incredibly excited
to be called to the Bimah as a Bat Mitzvah on May 18th!
Andrea and Jason Komulainen

Sandy Weiner
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Mitzvah Corps

Merle Kahn

FeedMore BackPack

Or Atid congregants joined with St. John’s Church on Creighton
Road to volunteer at FeedMore on April 30th….THANK YOU !!!!!
If you can ever volunteer for any of these events please contact
Sandy Weiner sandybethweiner@gmail.com 804 513-6153 or
Merle Kahn 804 363-4584 kahnms@comcast.net

Care Committee Cares About You and Your Family
The Member Involvement Committee is now coordinating a Care Committee. This
Care Committee, which is chaired by Ellen Bernstein, will continue to reach out to
those who are ill or need a friendly ear or some assistance, as well as acknowledge
and share in the joy of a new baby, a move to a new home, or other life events. If you
would like to be a part of this effort, please contact Ellen Bernstein via email
at ellenbernstein1@gmail.com or call at 804 399-3649.
If you have even 1 day a month that you could take time to visit one of our Or Atid
family members who may be in a home/facility, please email Ellen or let the office
know.
We are also sending packages or notes to our Or Atid college students throughout
the year. Please let us know their physical and email addresses so we can let them
now we are thinking of them. Even if we have the physical mailing address, we would
like to send them an email letting the know to keep a look out in their mailbox for a
package. If you know anyone who needs a phone call or a visit or has a life event to
celebrate, again, please email or call Ellen.

Sunday, May 12th
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Book Club

Sonya Brockstein

Our next gathering is scheduled for May 15th for The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish, followed
on June 26th with Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean by Edward Kritzler. We will then take a
summer break and reconvene on September 18th – title to be determined.
Spring Cleaning Book Swap: let’s try a book swap in May and June. If you
have print copies of books you are ready to let go of, how about bringing
them to the meeting. We can see if there are any we would like to read and
perhaps donate the unclaimed books to a home, library or other charity.
Hope to see you then or sooner!
Sonya Brockstein

sonya.brockstein@gmail.com

804 539-8705

We need volunteers for our Tikkun Leil Shavuot
program on Saturday, June 8th.
We are looking for people who can assist with set-up and clean-up; the time
commitment is small and the work is simple, but the mitzvah is great. If you are
interested in signing up as a volunteer, please contact the office via email or
by calling 804 740-4747.
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Celebrations

Simchah Shabbat – 1st Friday of Every Month
Celebrating a birthday next month? An anniversary?
Something good happen in your life?
Please join us for Shabbat night services on the first Friday of every month (May 3rd) for
special recognition and a blessing upon the joyous event happening in your life!

Celebrations for May

Happy Birthday!!

Happy Anniversary!

Mazel Tov!

Mazel Tov!!

Ryan Bunce
Steven Butnik
Selma Cantor
Robin Casway
Sara Beth Coffey
William Cohen
Zoey Furman
Mayer Grob
Lauren Grob
Melissa Hart
David Jaffe
Tim Johnson
Chelsea Tinsley
Werner Lichtenstein
Allison Lichtman
Scott Lyons
Elisa Malkman
Ann Ottens
Jodi Perschetz
Danielle Perschetz
Marc Pinsky
Michael Pour

Steven Richman
Bruce Rubin
Bart Ruden
Henry Salomonsky
David Schwartz
Margo Shayne
Dana Weiss
Rick Wiener
Sherrie Wiener

Barry and Mary Auerbach
Melissa and Scott Bunce
Howard and Robin Casway
Will and Ellen Frank
Jeffrey and Tania Kornblau
Bill and Gail Moskowitz
Ralph and Alicia Navon
Dana and Dave Weiss

Please join us in welcoming to our congregational
family our newest member, Steven and Shelly
Montante along with our returning student/member
Anita Louise Salomonsky with her husband, Lee
and their daughters, Zoey and Lillian.

We Are Here For You
If you are ill, have an upcoming surgery, or are in distress, your Or Atid family would
like to help. Please contact the office to ensure your spiritual needs are taken care of.
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Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School News
Education Coordinator Alison Litvin
May is always a beautiful time of year, with spring in full bloom everyone is itching to spend
more time outside! During the school year, the Kornblau Religious School has been curating
an outdoor space for students: a garden to grow delicious fruits and veggies to eat, as well
as beautiful flowers for the bees, butterflies, and other pollinators. With plenty of sunshine
and rain the garden is growing beautifully, and students recently transferred over 20 tomato
starts, which were first planted at the end of March. One day, these tomatoes will make a
delicious shakshuka! In addition to the school’s growing garden, the first student mural was
recently completed. Designed by 5th grader London Hart and painted by Morah Jeanine
Keller, the mural features a spacey design based off the iconic line, “Don’t tell me the sky’s
the limit when there’s footsteps on the moon.” The mural will be truly complete once each
student has had the chance to add their name to the image, personalizing their own star on
the wall to make their mark on Or Atid.
Teachers have been taking advantage of the spring weather to bring students outside for
classes, utilizing the new outdoor table and chalkboard on the patio. In April, the 3rd-6th
grade classes visited Shalom Farms, and students are eager to bring back what they
learned to incorporate sustainable farming in the new school garden. While a garden takes
time to grow, it is amazing to see how far students have come in even just one school year!
The year-long Let’s Pray project, started by the 5th grade class, offers students the
opportunity to explore tefillah on their terms, creating visual representations for each of the
blessings studied in class. Students have spent the year researching, creating, and
documenting their work, and have recently created a class Instagram account to share their
progress. Follow them today @LetsPray2019 to see their work from this year!
Though it may be hard to believe, the end of the school year is almost here! Students and
families will be celebrating during class on Tuesday, May 14th, with an End-of-Year BBQ from
5:30-6:30 PM. There’ll be delicious food to nosh on as teachers present the Paper Plate
Awards to students to celebrate their hard work and achievements from the school year. It’s
been a wild year full of new opportunities and, everyone is excited to see what next year
brings!
This year is all about bringing students and families together for a fun, meaningful, and
memorable Jewish learning experience. For more information about the school, please
contact Education Coordinator, Alison Litvin, at relschool@oratid.org, or call Congregation
Or Atid at (804) 740 - 4747.
Continued on Page 9

School Calendar 2018/19
Shalom Yeladim (Pre-K):
Kindergarten - 2nd Grade:
3rd - 7th Grade:
Machon 8th - 9th Grade:
Machon 10th - 12th Grade:

Sunday 9:00 - 11:00 AM 5/5 & 5/19
Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon
Tuesday 4:15 - 6:15 PM and Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon
Every other Sunday 9:30 AM - Noon 5/5 & 5/19 @ COA
Saturday mornings @ 9:00 AM for Torah Study

Religious School News continued...
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Mural—Morah Jeanine starts on layout of
London Hart’s poster contest winning
design.

Let’s Pray 2019
follow on instagram

Shakshuka - To wrap up their independent research
project, the 7th grade class made Shakshuka
together to enjoy as they presented their work.

BBall - Students participate in a relay race about
their favorite foods, shooting hoops in a fierce
competition to be the first one to move on.

The Kornblau Religious School Garden

Upcoming School Events
Sunday, May 5th, 12th, & 19th @ 9:00 & 9:30 AM: Regular Hebrew School and 8th & 9th
Graders at COA
Sunday, May 12th 9:00 AM: Mother’s Day Program
Sunday, May 19th @ 9:00 & 9:30 AM: Official Last Day of School
Tuesday, May 7th & May 14th @ 4:15-6:15 PM: Regular Hebrew School
Tuesday, May 14th @ 5:30—6:30 PM: End of School Year Picnic

Information and Upcoming Events
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When: Sunday, May 19th at 10:00 AM
Where: COA Sanctuary
Congregational business meeting, the discharge of outgoing officers, the
election and installation of new officers and trustees. The consideration of
the proposed budget for our fiscal year 2019-2020.
Bagels and Coffee will be available at 9:30 AM

Congregation Or Atid Counts On You!
During our 1st Annual “I Count” Omer Campaign, please
help us reach our goal of 100% participation.
Fifty cents to $50,000.00 - contribute between now and
Shavuot on June 9th and let’s all “count” the
Omer together!
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Thank You for Your Generous Donations
Yahrzeit Fund
Sandy and Ralph Mayer in memory of Sidney Clyne
Sandy and Ralph Mayer in memory of Harry Hitman
Russ Finer in memory of Allen Finer
Charlotte Weinberg in memory of Howard Weinberg
Ellen and Richard Hollands in memory of Marc Gerstein
Dianna Gabay in memory of Henry Moss
Jason and Chelsea Tinsley in memory of Sam Kornblau
Jean Goldman in memory of Edward Goldman
General Synagogue Fund
Ellen and Richard Hollands
In loving memory of Lynn’s mother, Lee Rhoda Bank
Daniel and Gail Elmakis in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Daniel and Gail Elmakis wishing a speedy recovery for Ellen Pinsky
Rick and Marilyn Wiener in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Rick and Marilyn Wiener wishing a quick recovery for Judith Voynow
Rick and Marilyn, Mazel Tov to Jennifer Eisenfeld on Interior Design, LLC
Frank and Anne Kress in memory of Myra Sisisky Brent
Stan and Mickey Corn in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Myra Sisisky Brent
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Sherrie Wiener in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Amy Melnick Scharf and Jeffrey Scharf in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Ann Marie and Stuart Leibowitz in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Shirley Cohen wishing a speedy recovery for Ellen Pinsky
Paul and Marci Cohen
Rick and Marilyn Wiener wishing a complete recovery for Ellen Pinsky
Franklin and Sandra Levin in memory of Myra Sisisky Brent
Sandy and Ralph Mayer in honor of Yael Schuster, daughter of Sheila and
Michael Pour for her published children’s book “The Little Spacecraft”
Bob and Margo Shayne in honor of the retirement of Mark Pinsker
Don and Amy Unger in loving memory of Lynn’s mother, Lee Rhoda Bank
Bob and Margo Shayne in memory of David Cohen
Stan and Mickey Corn in memory of David Cohen
Ron and Sharon Fink in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Rick and Marilyn Wiener in memory of David Cohen
Sandy and Ralph Mayer in memory of David Cohen
COA Endowment Fund
Lisa and Leon Roday in memory Lee Rhoda Bank
Thomas and Donna McClish in memory of Lee Rhoda Bank
Special Thank you to Alarms Inc. for donating our monthly security alarm monitoring. We also
want to thank our mulch fairy for beautifying our flower beds.

Thank You Oneg and Kiddush Sponsors for April
Thank you to Oneg and Kiddush committee for all their countless hours
of preparation, set-up, and clean-up throughout the year, so that we may
enjoy all the good eats served after each of our services.
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DONATION FORM
For your donations to one of the funds listed below, please mail this form or call:
Marilyn Wiener

OR

Mickey Corn

10509 Thistledown Dr.

200 Clarke Road

Henrico, VA 23233

Manakin Sabot, VA 23103

804 740-6856

804 784-2676

In Honor Of:
___________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory Of:
____________________________________________________________________________________

For a Speedy Recovery _____, Mazel Tov_____, Other____________________________
From:

To:

________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________________

___________________________________

_______________________________

___________________________________

(Addresses must be included)

Apply my donation to the following fund:
Funds please check one:
Method of Payment:
_____ General Fund
Check: #___________ $__________
_____ Kerper Floral Fund
Credit Card #____________________
_____ Library Fund
Exp. Date_______________________
_____ Capital Improvement Fund
$______________________________
_____ Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School Security Code (on Back of Card)
______________________________
_____ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: Please send this donation directly to Or Atid attention
Rabbi.

YOUR DONATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.
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Yahrzeits for May

Nisan - Iyar 5779

Robert Weinstein

26 Nisan

Kenneth McClish

9 Iyar

Ira Green

28 Nisan

Joseph Connors

10 Iyar

Max Milsky

28 Nisan

Irwin Heller

11 Iyar

John Goldhamer

29 Nisan

Charles Richardson

11 Iyar

Robert Cantor

30 Nisan

Rhea Rochkind

13 Iyar

Allen Finer

30 Nisan

Francis K Goldhamer

13 Iyar

Maurice Ganderson

1 Iyar

Sam Kornblau

14 Iyar

Shirley P Ginsberg

2 Iyar

Sanford Pinsker

14 Iyar

Frances Feldman

3 Iyar

Mollie Bloom

17 Iyar

Oscar Koralek

3 Iyar

Edward Goldman

17 Iyar

Sidney Clyne

3 Iyar

Kenneth Seidenberg

18 Iyar

Arthur Moore

5 Iyar

Rose Mann

19 Iyar

Celia Hyman

5 Iyar

Sidney Greenbaum

19 Iyar

Harry Hitman

5 Iyar

Esther Lessner

21 Iyar

Carol Idlis

6 Iyar

Robert Schufeldt

22 Iyar

Sydell Weinstein
Carol Reed

8 Iyar
8 Iyar

Morris Cohen
Sarah Zuckerman

26 Iyar
26 Iyar

Candle Lighting
May 3rd 7:44 PM
May 24th 8:02 PM

May 10th 7:50 PM

May 17th
May 31st

7:56 PM

8:07 PM

Life Cycle Recognitions
Your Or Atid family would like to celebrate your joyous life-cycle events with you, as well as
support you in times of loss when an immediate family member passes away. Please contact
the office to let us know about these moments.
We send our condolences to the family of Lee Rhoda Bank, mother of our member Lynn
Landesman and mother-in-law of Josh Landesman.
We send our condolences to the Cohen family for the loss of our member, David Israel Cohen,
husband to Barbara Cohen.

Ongoing Ways to Support
Don’t forget to bring in your
Boxtops with Valid Dates Only
to help support
The Helen and Sam Kornblau
Religious School

Dates Beginning After
November 1st, 2019 Please
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Helen and Sam Kornblau
Religious School Support



Don’t forget to link your Kroger
Card to our new Non-Profit
Organization #NY766.
Link your Publix account to their
Publix Partners program using
our school name….both Kroger
& Publix donate a percentage of
all sales to our Helen and Sam
Kornblau Religious School

Purchase a siddur in honor or
memory of someone special:

AMAZON is as
easy as..….
1.

GO TO OUR WEBSITE
(WWW.ORATID.ORG)

2.

CLICK ON THE AMAZON.COM
BUTTON, WHICH WILL TAKE
YOU DIRECTLY TO THE
AMAZON SHOPPING PAGE

3. SIGN IN TO YOUR AMAZON
ACCOUNT (IF YOU DON’T
HAVE ONE YOU CAN PROCEED
AS A GUEST) AND THEN GO
SHOPPING. WHATEVER YOU
PURCHASE, AMAZON WILL
DONATE A PERCENTAGE TO
CONGREGATION OR ATID.

$36.00

$54.00

$72.00
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Congregation Or Atid
Endowment Fund
Go to the Richmond Jewish Foundation
website at www.rjfoundation.org. Click
on the big green “Click Here to Donate”
button on the right side of the screen.
Enter the amount you’d like to donate
and select the Congregation Or Atid
Endowment Fund from the drop down
menu under “Fund Designation”.
Complete the rest of the information
including your secure online credit card
information and you’re done!
If you would rather write a check, please
make checks payable to Richmond
Jewish Foundation, reference COA
Endowment on memo line.
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10625 Patterson Ave.
Henrico, VA 23238
804 -740 -4747

