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Upcoming Events for March
Friday, 1st: 6:15 PM Shabbat Across America Dinner
followed by Shabbat Services
Saturday, 2nd: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
Saturday, 9th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
10:00 AM Amanda Braun Bat Mitzvah
Wednesday, 14th: 7:00 PM Men’s Club @ McCormicks
Whisky & Grill for Bourbon tasting
Saturday, 16th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
Wednesday, 20th: 6:00 PM Purim Celebration
Saturday, 23rd: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
Tuesday, 26th: 5:30 PM Feedmore Backpack event
Saturday, 30th: 9:00 AM Tour D’Torah (Sfat Emet)
10:00 AM Pulpit Swap with Pastor
Daniel Glaze of River Road Baptist

From The Rabbi Cave...
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Dear Or Atid family,
As you may or may not know, my original 3-year contract expires this upcoming June.
Until recently, contract negotiations were going fairly well with our lay leadership.
Unfortunately, they have hit a snag based on some (what I think are) reasonable requests
on my part. Our leaders refuse to budge on these issues, and it is causing a serious
disagreement, leading to my reconsidering if I want to re-up for another three years. As
negotiations have come to an impasse, I am appealing directly to you, the Or Atid family,
to be reasonable, and to force our lay leadership to acquiesce to the minor
enhancements to my new contract. Among these enhancements, I am asking for:
1. A 58% raise
2. A Lincoln Town Car to shuttle me between home, Or Atid, the JCC, and all my
appointments. (All personal trips to the CrossFit gym, the comic book store, the grocery
store, etc. will be my own transportation.)
3. Season tickets to see the Baltimore Ravens, with the obvious provision that I can miss
Sunday morning religious school for the commute, which will be by train (cost to be
covered by Or Atid).
4. The coverage of all tuition costs for my children’s schooling and/or daycare.
5. A full-time nanny.
5. A catered 5-course Shabbat meal every Friday night.
7. A subscription to Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Prime, and HBO in perpetuity.
8. A wider parking spot.
9. Weekly massages.
10. Immunity from termination of employment should it come to light that I have done any
of the stupid things we hear about in the news today. You know the ones I’m talking
about. I don’t have to mention them, and this column is supposed to be PG.
If these very minor enhancements are not met by April 1, 2019, I will be forced to find
other employment. Fortunately, I have already formed an exploratory committee to run for
President of the United States of America in 2020.
Wishing you a festive Adar and a Happy Purim!

President’s Thoughts
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Rick Wiener

A synagogue isn't just a building; it is a community center in the most meaningful sense of
the words. It's where our children are being taught to love and embrace Judaism, and enjoy
the many wonderful holidays and traditions out religion boasts.
I am a member of Or Atid and pay my sustaining share because I need my synagogue in my
life. I want this synagogue in my life. It's important to me, and although I'd love to be able to
pay less, it's still more than worth the cost.
I recognize that for many people, belonging to a synagogue isn't worth the amount of money
being charged, and that's fine, but then please, do the rest of us a favor and just say that. I'm
not judging anyone for prioritizing soccer club or dance lessons over joining a synagogue, but
I do wish people would be more honest about the word "afford" in the context of
membership. In other words, do not blame a synagogue for charging what they do; they are
barely just covering our cost. It's OK to have different priorities, but we need to be honest
about money.
Having access to our synagogue with great events is worth the money we're spending. Here
are examples of some of our events at Or Atid;
11/11- Big Sonia, 11/16- Thanksgiving Dinner, 12/15- Lunch & Learn ,
12/16- Interfaith Family Breakfast, 1/26- Spiritual Nosh, 2/6- Men's Club, 3/1- Shabbat
Across America, 3/14- Men's Club, 3/16- Lunch & Learn, 3/20- Purim Celebration,
4/20- 2nd Seder dinner, Book Club, Shabbat services, and many more events.

Do you know what a Tang and a Biscuit is? If you attended the February COA Men’s Club
event, you would know that the Tang is the stick and the Biscuit is the disc used in the game of
Shuffleboard. The COA Men’s Club got together at Tang & Biscuit for food, fellowship, and
shuffleboard. Over fifteen members and few prospective members and guests gathered at the social
club in Scott’s Addition for a great night with a little bit of competition. In addition to learning and
playing the game of shuffleboard, the group also enjoyed a great buffet dinner and a giant-sized Jenga
game to test our dexterity. Want to join in on the fun? Come join us at our next event on March 14th for
an amazing Whisky tasting experience. Details at https://tinyurl.com/y4uxdtps
Greg Samuels

gjsamuels@verizon.net

Ritualistically Speaking
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Barry Green

A Missed Opportunity to Change History
You all know the story of Purim, of the Book of Esther. Well, history could have been
different, if only circular logic did not exist.
Just think – if Haman hadn’t been such a nasty soul, he wouldn’t have tried to off the Jews.
If only…
Let’s say that Mordechai talked to Esther and suggested she bake up some prune and
poppy and honey hamantaschen, make up a shalach manot basket with the three-sided
treats, a box of raisins, a couple of apples and bananas, a juice box and maybe a book
about being nice to neighbors, and leave it on Hamman’s doorstep. He’d have eaten one or
two with his coffee in the morning and life would have been good. His digestive system
would have been in sync, the sun would have shone, and he’d have smiled when he read
the card that said, “To our friend, from your friends. Let’s do lunch sometime soon.
Or maybe come by Friday night with your wife for Shabbos dinner. The challah will be warm
and the chicken will be tender.”
Peace would have shown over Shushan like the giant blood orange moon we saw a few
weeks ago, and the singing of Kumbaya would have been heard throughout the land.
The problem is that without the story unfolding as it did, hamantaschen wouldn’t have been
invented – oh, maybe there’d be square or round cookies, but no three-sided jobs – and the
tradition of shalach manot would have been saved for another occasion. Maybe it’s all
bashert (Yiddish for ‘fate’, or ‘meant to be’). In the end, it was the way it was. So, we have
Purim and should use it to prevent future disasters from happening.
Go and bake hamantaschen, make up shalach manot baskets or bags and give them to
your neighbors. Maybe it will turn a future Haman into a nice person. More likely, it will
make a nice neighbor give you a hug. Either way, we all win.
That’s the best logic of all.

SHABBAT ACROSS AMERICA
Friday, March 1st at 6:15 PM
Join Congregation Or Atid in celebrating the
23rd annual Shabbat Across America, when
Jewish families across the country gather
together to celebrate what unifies all
Jews - Shabbat!
We will meet at 6:15 PM for those who
signed up for dinner and then everyone will
enjoy Shabbat services at 7:30 PM.

Sandy Weiner
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Mitzvah Corps

Merle Kahn

FeedMore BackPack
The BackPack Program provides chronically hungry children with a BackPack filled with
six nutritious, child-friendly, non-perishable meals to fill the gap some children face on
weekends, over school breaks, and in the summer. In the year ahead, more than 80,000
BackPacks will reach 2,000 children weekly during the school year. - See more at:
https://feedmore.org/
Please contact us to VOLUNTEER to fill these precious bags. (Note times.)
We need 8 volunteers for each date.
March 26th, 2019
April 30th, 2019

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Sandy Weiner 804 513-6153

Merle Kahn 804 363-4584

sandybethweiner@gmail.com

kahnms@comcast.net

Care Committee Cares About You and Your Family
The Member Involvement Committee is now coordinating a Care Committee. This
Care Committee, which is chaired by Ellen Bernstein, will continue to reach out to
those who are ill or need a friendly ear or some assistance, as well as acknowledge
and share in the joy of a new baby, a move to a new home, or other life events. If you
would like to be a part of this effort, please contact Ellen Bernstein via email
at ellenbernstein1@gmail.com or call at 804 399-3649.
If you have even 1 day a month that you could take time to visit one of our Or Atid
family members who may be in a home/facility, please email Ellen or let the office
know.
We are also sending packages or notes to our Or Atid college students throughout
the year. Please let us know their physical and email addresses so we can let them
now we are thinking of them. Even if we have the physical mailing address, we would
like to send them an email letting the know to keep a look out in their mailbox for a
package.
If you know anyone who needs a phone call or a visit or has a life event to celebrate,
again, please email or call Ellen.

COA Yard Clean Up
We are in need volunteers to trim the shrubs, cut back the crepe myrtles,
remove lower limbs for the trees out front and basic cleanup of the flower
beds. Please contact Michael Mollen, Facility Chairperson, if you can help or
contact the office at 804 740-4747 / office@oratid.org.
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Book Club

Sonya Brockstein

All Or Atid women are cordially invited to join the Or Atid Book Club.
We meet Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM at a different host location and
we bring snacks for sharing (yum!). To join the Book Club just send me an
email and I'll add you to our growing group. We are always looking for new
books to add to our suggested reading list and welcome suggestions.
March 13th, 2019 “Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles
May 15th, 2019 “The Weight of Ink” by Rachel Kadish
June 26th, 2019 “Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean” by Edward Kritzler
Hope to see you then!
Sonya Brockstein

sonya.brockstein@gmail.com

804 539-8705

Saturday, March 16th, 2019 Our 3rd Lunch and Learn
“Jewish Prayer Part II - The How’s and Why’s
of the Shabbat Service.”
Rabbi Hal and the Adult Education
Committee extend a warm invitation to our
3rd Lunch-and-Learn event, “Jewish Prayer
Part II - The How’s and Why’s of the Shabbat
Service.”
We will enjoy food and continue the
discussion started last fall on the topic of
Jewish Prayer. This session will focus on the
practical aspects of the service: why do we
say this? Why do we stand for this and sit for
that?
Shabbat Services at 10:00 AM, Kiddush
Lunch-and-Learn at 12:15 PM.
You do not have to attend services, but the
experience will provide the basis for our
conversation.
As an added bonus, the 6-7th graders of the Kornblau Religious School will be
leading services that morning as they prepare for their B’nai Mitzvah. RSVP by
Friday, March 8th via our website “upcoming events” page or call the office
at 804 740-4747.
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Celebrations

Simchah Shabbat – 1st Friday of Every Month
Celebrating a birthday next month? An anniversary?
Something good happen in your life?
Please join us for Shabbat night services on the first Friday of every month (March 1st) for
special recognition and a blessing upon the joyous event happening in your life!

Celebrations for March

Happy Birthday!!

Happy Anniversary!

Mazel Tov!!

Mazel Tov!!

Caleb Barber

Mark Rosenkrantz

Henry and Sondra Bochner
Maya Eckstein and

Myra Brent

Sarah Schlussel

Charles Brumberg

Ruth Schoenhaut

Neil Burton

Elise Buncher

Tal Simmons

Robert and Karen Levitt

Alec Coffey

Jason Tinsley

Jeff and Stacye Samuels

James Cohen

Art Todras

Barbara Cohen

Marilyn Wiener

Andrew Cohen
Gail Elmakis
Raymond Farhi
Will Frank
Daniel Furman
Norm Geller

Please join us in welcoming our newest
member, Bruce Pezzlo and sons, Noam
and Nachshon.

Sue Geller
Michael Kornstein

We Are Here For You
If you are ill, have an upcoming
surgery, or are in distress, your
Or Atid family would like to help.
Please contact the office to ensure
your spiritual needs are
taken care of.

Mazel Tov to
Michael Kornstein and Ann
Kaplan the proud new
grandparents of
Aaron Gordon Lerner born
to their daughter Sara and
her husband Matt on
February 5th
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Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School News
Education Coordinator Alison Litvin
March, specifically the Hebrew month Adar, is a month of a celebration with one of the most
festive Jewish holidays of the year: Purim! Students of the Kornblau Religious School are
eagerly preparing for their 2019 Purim Spiel, premiering at Congregation Or Atid for a one-time
performance on Wednesday, March 20th, at 6:00 PM. Determined to put on their best
performance yet, students began preparations for the play back in December, and have since
been working on writing their own script, making their own props, and designing their own
backdrops. Having starred in many-a-spiel themselves, the 7th grade class assumed the role
of co-directors, sharing the responsibility of writing the script and helping younger students run
lines. Students voted on a Disney theme for this year’s play, and carefully matched a Disney
character to represent each role from the Megillah. With just a few weeks to go until show
time, students are working hard to
memorize lines and finish all the
preparations for the play. Though there is
much to be done, there is still a special
sense of excitement in the air.
Now, no Disney play is complete without
music, and this year’s performance will
feature three well-known Disney songs,
re-written with lyrics that tell the story of
Purim. If you have a love of singing,
Disney, or both, we are extending an
invitation to all interested members to join
our choir and help students sing their
songs. Instead of having two separate
Purim Spiels, we are looking to unify the
school and congregation to celebrate
Purim with fun and music all together.
If you are interested in joining our singing group, please contact me directly by March 10th.
Beyond the Purim Spiel and inside the classroom, students have been working on their own
Jewish projects. Our youngest students in Shalom Yeladim and Kindergarten had great fun
tracing each other’s bodies and coloring in the life-size shapes, learning the names of different
body parts in Hebrew. The 1st-2nd grade class has been studying the brachot over food,
making their own labeled placemats and celebrating the end of the unit with a brachot party.
3rd-4th grade students have wrapped up their unit on animals and are starting their own unit
on food, writing dialogues and forming Hebrew sentences about the foods they like - and don’t
like. The Let’s Pray project is still well under way with the 5th-6th grade class, as we wrap up
our poster design and transition to the research aspect. Students are exploring the role of
prayer in various aspects of Jewish Identity, choosing their own topic to research and write
brief, reflective journals. 7th grade students, while continuing to practice and prepare
Continued on Page 9

School Calendar 2018/19
Shalom Yeladim (Pre-K):
Kindergarten - 2nd Grade:
3rd - 7th Grade:
Machon 8th - 9th Grade:
Machon 10th - 12th Grade:

Sunday 9:00 - 11:00 AM 3/10 & 3/24
Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon
Tuesday 4:15 - 6:15 PM and Sunday 9:00 AM - Noon
Every other Sunday 9:30 AM - Noon 3/3 & 3/17 @ COA
Saturday mornings @ 9:00 AM for Torah Study

Religious School News continued...
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for their upcoming B’nai Mitzvah, have been exploring Jewish Culture through a historical context,
reading dated letters written by Jewish immigrants and watching PBS documentaries to discuss what
Jewish life was like at different points in time in different parts of the world.
"This year is about bringing our community together for a fun, meaningful, and memorable Jewish
learning experience, and I can’t wait to learn and grow together. If you have any questions or
concerns, or want to share some of your own ideas, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
You can email me at relschool@oratid.org, or call the office at 804 740 4747."

Upcoming School Events:
Sunday, March 3rd 9:00 & 9:30 AM: Regular Hebrew School and 8th & 9th Graders at COA
Sunday, March 10h 9:00 & 10:00 AM: Regular Hebrew School & 7th Graders Field Trip to
Holocaust Museum
Saturday, March 16th 10:00 AM: School led Shabbat Services (6th & 7th Graders)
Sunday, March 17th 9:00 & 9:30 AM: Regular Hebrew School and 8th & 9th Graders at COA
Wednesday, March 20th 6:00 PM: Purim Celebration

Purim Rehearsal - 5th grade students London Hart
and Gillian Perschetz lead students in song during
rehearsals for the upcoming Disney Purim Spiel.

Tu BiSh’vat Herb Garden - 3rd-6th grade students
planted an indoor herb garden for Tu BiSh’vat, and
classes have greatly enjoyed monitoring their growth
as the plants begin to sprout.

Jackson - Kataama - Jackson Gwaltney proudly
shows off his diorama, bringing to life the habitat he
imagined for his imagined Goat Katamaa, based off
the Hebrew story he wrote.

Information and Upcoming Events
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What better way to start the week then joining friends and family at a special JCF Richmond PJ
Library Havdallah with Rabbi Hal Schevitz. Thanks to all who came out and joined us.
Look for more fun programs coming soon.

Congresswoman Spanberger spent nearly 2 hours talking and listening to a cross section of the Jewish
community about Israel, fighting the BDS movement and the disturbing rise of anti-Semitism.
We concluded the meeting by asking her to do a public forum in the Spring/Summer about these topics
and others important to the Jewish community and she has agreed. Stay tuned!

CALLING ALL OR ATID MEN!
Thursday, March 14th 7:00-9:00 PM
The next great Men’s Club event will be a Whisky tasting
experience with Mac McCormack at his restaurant, McCormack’s
Big Whisky Grill at Regency Square. For those of you have never
been it’s a great experience, so join us , you do not have to drink
to come hang out with the fun bunch. Cost is $40.00 for the
Whisky tasting, hanging out is FREE. Please sign-up for the event
via our Weekly Shabbat Shalom email, our visit our website “upcoming events” page,
or you can call the office at 804 740-4747.

Daylight Saving Time Begins On
2:00 AM Sunday, March 10th
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Thank You for Your Generous Donations
Yahrzeit Fund
Mark Pinsker and Merle Kahn
David and Barbara Cohen in memory of Celia Kosher
Ron and Sharon Fink in memory of Lillian Ganderson
Steven and Regina Richman in memory of Jerry Krause
General Synagogue Fund
Stan and Mickey Corn in memory of Ialine Corn
Mark Pinsker and Merle Kahn in memory of Jack Cheslock
Ellen and Richard Hollands
Sheila and Michael Pour for those on the Mi Shebeirach list
Machzor Lev Shalem Prayer Book Fund
In loving memory of Bradford Barshow by Harriet Barshow,
Howard Barshow, and Debbie and Mike Leo
Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School Fund
Norm and Sue Geller in memory of Jack Cheslock

A special thank you to Tomomi Rubin for trimming and pruning our rose bushes out front so
they will look beautiful for the upcoming spring. Toda!

Thank You Oneg and Kiddush Sponsors for February
Thank you to Ellen Bernstein and Daniel Miller for sponsoring the Oneg on
February 1st in loving memory of Ellen’s mother, Faye Bernstein and
Ellen’s friend, Mimi White .

ATTENTION: VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR A REWARDING MITZVAH
Oneg and Kiddush Committee are looking for a few good members to help with the
preparation, set up, and clean up for our Friday night Oneg and our Saturday Kiddush
luncheons. This is a small committee, however the actual time commitment may only be
once or twice a month.
Please contact Marilyn Wiener if interested in this rewarding mitzvah at 804 740-6856.
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DONATION FORM
For your donations to one of the funds listed below, please mail this form or call:
Marilyn Wiener

OR

Mickey Corn

10509 Thistledown Dr.

200 Clarke Road

Henrico, VA 23233

Manakin Sabot, VA 23103

804 740-6856

804 784-2676

In Honor Of:
___________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory Of:
____________________________________________________________________________________

For a Speedy Recovery _____, Mazel Tov_____, Other____________________________
From:

To:

________________________________

____________________________________

_______________________________

___________________________________

_______________________________

___________________________________

(Addresses must be included)

Apply my donation to the following fund:
Funds please check one:
Method of Payment:
_____ General Fund
Check: #___________ $__________
_____ Kerper Floral Fund
Credit Card #____________________
_____ Library Fund
Exp. Date_______________________
_____ Capital Improvement Fund
$______________________________
_____ Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious School Security Code (on Back of Card)
______________________________
_____ Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: Please send this donation directly to Or Atid attention
Rabbi.

YOUR DONATION IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.
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Yahrzeits for March

Adar I - Adar II 5779

Dorothy McClish

24 Adar

Ann Kipnis

6 Adar II

Rose Todras

25 Adar

William Wright

9 Adar II

Joseph Shavell

25 Adar

Edith Sara Morris Frishtick

9 Adar II

Herman H. Navon

27 Adar

Lillian Ganderson

10 Adar II

Rose Lerman

27 Adar

Jerry Krause

10 Adar II

Samuel Lubin

28 Adar

Edward Levine

10 Adar II

Jack Melnick

28 Adar

Morris Cohen

14 Adar II

Arnold Saxon

29 Adar

Celia Sidenberg

18 Adar II

Myer Lerman

3 Adar II

Minna Agisim

19 Adar II

Irving Mayer

3 Adar II

Candle Lighting
March 1st 5:46 PM

March 8th 5:52 PM

March 15th 6:59 PM

March 22nd 7:06 PM
March 29th 7:12 PM

Life Cycle Recognitions
Your Or Atid family would like to celebrate your joyous life-cycle events with you, as well as
support you in times of loss when an immediate family member passes away. Please contact
the office to let us know about these moments.

Reminder: Greenwood Memorial performs their “Spring Cleaning” of the grounds during the
month of March. All decorations will be removed March 1st.

Ongoing Ways to Support
Don’t forget to bring in your
Boxtops with Valid Dates Only
to help support
The Helen and Sam Kornblau
Religious School

Dates Beginning After
November 1st, 2019 Please
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Helen and Sam Kornblau
Religious School Support


Don’t forget to link your Kroger
Card to our new Non-Profit
Organization #NY766 and link
your Publix account to their
Publix Partners program using
our school name….they both
donate a percentage of all sales
to our Helen and Sam Kornblau
Religious School

Purchase a siddur in honor or
memory of someone special:

AMAZON is as
easy as..….
1.

GO TO OUR WEBSITE
(WWW.ORATID.ORG)

2.

CLICK ON THE AMAZON.COM
BUTTON, WHICH WILL TAKE
YOU DIRECTLY TO THE
AMAZON SHOPPING PAGE

3. SIGN IN TO YOUR AMAZON
ACCOUNT (IF YOU DON’T
HAVE ONE YOU CAN PROCEED
AS A GUEST) AND THEN GO
SHOPPING. WHATEVER YOU
PURCHASE, AMAZON WILL
DONATE A PERCENTAGE TO
CONGREGATION OR ATID.

$36.00

$54.00

$72.00
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Congregation Or Atid
Endowment Fund
Go to the Richmond Jewish Foundation
website at www.rjfoundation.org. Click
on the big green “Click Here to Donate”
button on the right side of the screen.
Enter the amount you’d like to donate
and select the Congregation Or Atid
Endowment Fund from the drop down
menu under “Fund Designation”.
Complete the rest of the information
including your secure online credit card
information and you’re done!
If you would rather write a check, please
make checks payable to Richmond
Jewish Foundation, reference COA
Endowment on memo line.
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10625 Patterson Ave.
Henrico, VA 23238
804 -740 -4747

