
Dear Or Atid Family,

Our attention and hearts have been with Israel for the last few months. The war hasn't ended, and
our hostages are still not home. We will continue to pray for their safe return, for the war to end,
and for a lasting peace in Israel. Life is slowly returning to 'normal' in Israel, a new 'normal' - a 'war
normal.'
We, too, need to get back to our kind of 'normal' and continue to work on the elevation and
strength of our congregation.
In January 2023, we started a new initiative - our Shabbat Circle. We had about 28 families who
participated by opening their homes and hosting Shabbat dinners. This was an excellent
opportunity to connect with other congregants, make friends, and welcome Shabbat with the
bond of holiness. In the past few months, we have seen how important it is to come together,
knowing that we are not alone, and to draw strength and support from one another. Also, we
have quite a few new members, and it would be wonderful to welcome them to the family. So - it
is time to get our Shabbat Circle going again!
As in last year, there are no requirements, no rules. You can invite whomever you want, serve
whatever you want. I only ask that you light Shabbat candles, make Kiddush, and Hamotzi
blessing over Challah. Of course, you are welcome to join us for service on Friday before your
meal if it works for you and your guests.
 If you are one of the 28 families who participated last year, will you consider opening your homes
again? If you weren’t one of these families, would you consider joining our Shabbat Circle? If so,
please register HERE
Please don't hesitate to contact Gal or me with any questions.
The famous Israeli phrase during this war has been Beyachad Nenatzeach, meaning “together
we will win”, or “together we will persevere.' This is true in Israel and Virginia; we are stronger
when we are united, and this unity can start at home, YOUR home.

Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Sherry

10625 Patterson Avenue Henrico, VA 23238  804-740-4747 

Connections 
March 2024 Adar I-Adar 11 5784

Friday Night Services 6:00 pm                                        Saturday Morning Services 10:00 am
Services available on Zoom

:

Rabbi Sherry

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084ca4a72cabfdc43-shabbat#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084ca4a72cabfdc43-shabbat#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c084ca4a72cabfdc43-shabbat#/


YEC Young Family Shabbat
Baking Ruglach with Bunny Wilkes
IAC Program: Israel 101 - World War II and the Holocaust
Digging Deeper with Frankie Snyder
Torah and Conversations with Rabbi Sherry
IAC Program: Israel 101 - Post-1948 Developments and
Contemporary Israel
Nutrition & Lifestyle Recommendations for Cancer
Prevention & Survivorship
IAC Program: Israel 101 - Start-Up Nation: Economy,
Science, Technology and Innovations
Reading of the Megillah at COA
JCC/COA Purim Carnival
Torah and Conversations with Rabbi Sherry
Special Kiddush in Honor of the Trope Class

3/1
3/3

3/5
3/7
3/10

3/12

3/17

3/23
3/24
3/28
3/30

6:00 pm
10:00 am
5:00 pm
7:00 pm
1:00-2:00 pm
5:00 pm

6:30 pm

5:00 pm

8:00 pm
12:00-3:00 pm
2:30-3:30 pm
12:00 pm

OUR RABBI IS EVERYWHERE!OUR RABBI IS EVERYWHERE!OUR RABBI IS EVERYWHERE!
Rabbi Sherry is one busy woman! Not only does she work tirelessly at our synagogue, but is very
visible in our greater community.
Since the war started on October 7, Rabbi Sherry has been engaged in activism, speaking on
behalf of Israel and against the latest show of antisemitism and anti-Israel sentiments.

Rabbi Sherry spoke at the solidarity gathering at the JCC 
She attended the Solidarity March in Washington, DC. 
She was also interviewed by VPM  
She was a part of the Rabbis’ Panel at the JNF Global Conference in Denver. 
She spoke at River Road Baptist Church and First Baptist Church. 
She hosted the Founders Bridge Prayer Group at our synagogue 
She visited the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. 
Rabbi Sherry was also honored by giving the Invocation at the House of Delegates on
February 7th 
She was also invited to join the Federation's Mission Trip to Israel on March 17-22.

https://www.oratid.org/event/yjf-family-shabbat-experience-3/1/2024.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/baking-rugalach-with-bunny-wilks.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/iac-program-israel-101---world-war-ii-and-the-holocaust-the-1948-arab-israeli-war-and-the-creation-of-israel.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/digging-deeper-with-frankie-snyder5.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/torah--conversations2.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/iac-program-israel-101---post-1948-developments-and-contemporary-israel.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/iac-program-israel-101---post-1948-developments-and-contemporary-israel.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/nutrition--lifestyle-recommendations-for-cancer-prevention--survivorship.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/nutrition--lifestyle-recommendations-for-cancer-prevention--survivorship.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/iac-program-israel-101---start-up-nation-economy-science-technology-and-innovations-.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/iac-program-israel-101---start-up-nation-economy-science-technology-and-innovations-.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/torah--conversations2.html


At the Annual Meeting, when we discussed exploring changing the governance of the
synagogue to a Leadership Council rather than the Officer/Executive Committee structure that
we’ve previously used, we knew this was a significant change that could not be done quickly or
without significant research and discussion. 
When we formed the Leadership Task Force to do this work, we sought input from our partners
at USCJ, and from other synagogues who have successfully moved away from the traditional
hierarchical structure to a more collaborative, shared governance model. The Leadership
Council concept continued to evolve as the members of the task force discussed its
implementation.
Throughout our many meetings, we kept returning to one unifying idea; we want the trusted
work of stewarding our congregational community to be eagerly shared among our most
important people–YOU.
The more we talked about this new idea of creating an enthusiastic and participatory collective,
the organizational team began to take shape. Literally.   
We will share more fully in the coming weeks/months the proposal that the governance of Or
Atid takes a bold yet timeless form: a circle, a shape with no beginning and no end in which we
can all joyously participate.
Think of it as our hora. In the center is our house, our Or Atid, and encircling our beloved house,
supporting it, are all of us.
We are grateful for your patience, your feedback, and your commitment to helping us create a
community in which we all feel we belong in ways that are most meaningful to each of us. 
Here’s a sneak preview!

New Leadership Model “Rolling” Along



As I See It
THE WHOM OF IT

Congregation Or Atid is an affiliated organization of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 
Within our congregation are Jews from every part of the world and from every type of socio-economic
background.  By its basic concept of purpose, our congregation provides a common meeting ground
for all who wish to share in services, programs and other offerings.
We are an instrument of the organized Jewish community and our synagogue places emphases on
serving the needs of both our members and those of the wider community.
Through our policy of urging participation by all members and their families, we strive to provide
opportunities for every age level and every family structure.  We can offer a social or cultural
atmosphere for those so inclined; an educational facility for those seeking knowledge; and programs
for our young people through religious school and youth activities.  We serve the religious needs of our
members by providing Shabbat, Holiday and Festival worship along with educational learning
opportunities.

THE HOW OF IT
Congregation Or Atid is a democratic organization maintained by its membership, guided by its
governing bodies of dedicated volunteer leaders following these basic principles:
1.     To fulfill its religious, cultural, educational and social needs
2.     To add to its spiritual and secular knowledge
3.     To strengthen and enrich Jewish life for all Jews
Congregation Or Atid can fulfill these functions through interesting, informative and flexible programs
based on voluntary participation by all age groups.  Our membership is open to the entire Jewish
community.
In general, among the many opportunities offered by our synagogue are:
1.     Religious services for the entire family
2.     For elementary through High School children – a Religious School
3.     For adults – Continuing education classes and courses, lectures, social action and social events
4.     Services to the community-at-large – the congregation does not limit its services to members. 
Many activities are open to the general community. 
5.     Cemetery privileges – Congregation Or Atid maintains and manages its cemetery for the use of
our members and their immediate families.

THE HOW MUCH OF IT
It is our hope that every member will make use of the synagogue, its staff and offerings regardless of
the financial contribution they are making.  There is no relationship between the amount a member
contributes and the value of the “services” received.  A member who attends High Holy Days and
Shabbat services, classes, social events and more and/or whose child(ren) is enrolled in religious
school can each benefit from these opportunities valued at thousands of dollars.  Additionally, through
our Sustaining Share model of membership we make it financially possible for all to participate.  Add
to this the services that are beyond tangible such as during happy events or in times of need and you
will see added value.
Just as we encourage those with increased financial ability to contribute accordingly, we do not
prevent members from affiliating if they are unable to meet the suggested donation.  In accordance
with the biblical injunction “each according to his/her means”, Congregation Or Atid believes a
member’s contribution should match his/her financial ability.
Please be a part of not apart from the life of our congregation!
Remember, “together we will flourish.”

Russell M. Finer, FSA



On February 16th and 17th, it was an enlightening and enjoyable Shabbat weekend at Congregation Or Atid as
the congregation held its inaugural Scholar In Residence Program. 
Rabbi and Distinguished Scholar, Rabbi/Dr. Leila Gal Berner delivered intellectually stimulating and
enlightening lectures throughout the two days. 

The sanctuary was filled to capacity on Friday evening for Rabbi Berner's lecture on the life of the Jews in
Medieval Spain, who, living together with Muslims and Christians, created the "soul" of the land.  Rabbi Berner
spoke about the amalgamation of these cultures and the stories that emerged about Jews during this time
which were derived from the extensive documents she researched in Spain's archives.  The stories of the day-
to-day life of the Jews during that time are no less than fascinating. 

After Rabbi Berner's lecture, there was an uplifting Musical Kabbalah Shabbat filled with Ruach and joy,
followed by a delicious Shabbat dinner. 

Shabbat morning services continued with a special guest, Rabbinical student Joshua Jeffreys, who read the
Torah.  Rabbi Berner gave the Dvar Torah on the building of the Tabernacle, the Mishkan, with its specifications
outlined in the Torah.  She emphasized how a sacred place can be created by anyone and at any place. 

After Shabbat services, Rabbi Berner spoke about the Jews under Islam in Medieval Spain: Poetry, Pragmatism
and Politics.  She related how "golden" it was through a presentation of the poetry of the Jews, the particular
political situation of the Jews under their Muslim rulers, and how they navigated all of this pragmatically and
cleverly.  The lecture was quite informative and appreciated by all who were in attendance. 

Rabbi Sherry led a lively Havdalah service.  Following the Havdalah service, Rabbi Berner spoke about the
estimated 3,000 Abayudaya Jews of Uganda.  She shared how they have a deep spiritual connection to G-D
and engage in Jewish customs, traditions, and holidays with enthusiasm and fervor.  She also shared her
experiences from her visit this past August when she visited the Abayudaya Jews of Namutumba, Uganda and
became familiar with their Shabbat practices, folkways, love of learning, and challenges.  

Rabbi Berner has a nonprofit dedicated to helping feed the Jews of Namutumba in eastern Uganda and
supporting the community's young spiritual leader in his studies to become a Rabbi. For more information
(where you can also actually see a live Shabbat service of the Abayudaya Jewish community) or to donate,
please go to www.ezrauganda.org 

The evening ended with spiritual music by congregant Zach Samuels, who sang and played the guitar,
including some of his original music.

Congregation Or Atid appreciated having such an esteemed scholar as Rabbi Berner for the weekend and
being surrounded by beautiful music and spirituality during our worship services. We look forward to bringing
in other outstanding speakers in the future to nurture our intellectual and spiritual souls.

OR ATID’S INAUGURAL SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE WEEKENDOR ATID’S INAUGURAL SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE WEEKENDOR ATID’S INAUGURAL SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE WEEKEND

Havdalah with Dessert

Rabbi Leila discusses 
Jews in Uganda

Zach Samuels led the
Congregation in song

Friday Night Lecture and Kabbalah Shabbat Service

http://www.ezrauganda.org/


Book Club 

Ritual Many Hands Campaign

Book Club 
The Or Atid Book Club would love for you to
join us as our upcoming read in April,  A Long
Petal of the Sea by Isabel Allende (Apr 3rd).
*Note there is no Book Club in March. 
To join or get more info, email Sandy Mayer at
 clynemayersd@gmail.com

The Oneg and Kiddush committee provides a
small ‘preneg’ on Friday nights prior to services
and a full luncheon each Saturday after
services. At times we will prepare for a special
event. We are self- funded; we do not use shul
funds for our food. We are all volunteers.
Therefore, we depend on sponsors for donations
to provide the funds to keep the food coming.
You can sponsor in honor of or in memory of
someone or something, or just because. You do
not have to do any work for it, other than
supplying the funds and a reason, so we can
properly acknowledge you. While we would love
to see you at services that day, it is not an
obligation. Our basic fee is only $ 45.00. If you
have any questions, please contact Sandy
Mayer at 804-822-0604, or
clynemayersd@gmail.com or Fran Todras at
757-692-4263 or frant52@comcast.net.

This month, we thought we would highlight
the impact that growing the endowment has
on our overall annual income. Remember
that the bigger we grow the endowment, the
higher the annual income we can plan to
receive.
In 2024, endowment income will exceed
$111,000! That is an astonishing amount that
represents more than one fourth of our
annual budget.
Just think how much more of our budget we
could defray each year when we reach our
goal of raising $500,000 for the Congregation
Or Atid Endowment Fund by June 30, 2026 to
commemorate Or Atid’s 40th birthday. 
Remember, it doesn’t matter how much you
give, but that you give!   Please participate in
this wonderful way to celebrate Or Atid by
making a donation to the Congregation Or
Atid Endowment Fund and an investment in
our future.
We have another quarter closing on March
31st. Please help us meet our goal of raising
$25,000 per quarter by giving a gift to the
endowment.  Think about it in more
manageable bites.  
If every congregational family gave $175 to
the endowment before March 31, we would
exceed our quarterly goal. And if you can
give more than that, please do!

Please join us on March 23rd, at 8 PM, for the
Megillah reading. Afterwards, we will have
desserts, as we celebrate Purim. The celebration
continues at the JCC on Sunday, with activities for
all ages.

On March 23, at morning services, we will be
reading the Parshah VaYikra. There are some very
interesting things that I learned from this Torah
portion. I would like for you to go to the following
link to read what I found out. One of the things
mentioned is something we all need to be
cognizant of, transparency.

When you have finished, let me know what you
think at rwiener12@yahoo.com

Vayikra as a Model for Transparent Communal
 Governance

http://rjfoundation.org/donors/donate/
mailto:clynemayersd@gmail.com
mailto:clynemayersd@gmail.com
https://jewishsacredspaces.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/SG-Vayikra-as-a-Model-for-Transparent-Communal-Governance-1.pdf
https://jewishsacredspaces.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/SG-Vayikra-as-a-Model-for-Transparent-Communal-Governance-1.pdf
https://jewishsacredspaces.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/SG-Vayikra-as-a-Model-for-Transparent-Communal-Governance-1.pdf


Congregation Or Atid is excited to be
partnering with the Weinstein JCC this
year to celebrate Purim on Sunday March
24th from 12:00-3:00. As part of this
celebration, we need 10 adult volunteers
to help support the games and activities.
If you're interested in participating, please
contact Alistair Bentley at
 alistairbntl@gmail.com. 

Are you a whiz in the kitchen? Do you
have some creative and exciting plans for
your Passover table? If so, then Young
Jewish Families is hoping you will come
share your expertise with us at our
upcoming Passover cooking class on
April 14th. For additional information,
please contact Alistair Bentley at
 alistairbntl@gmail.com.

Mazel Tov to Ellen and Marc Pinsky on
the engagement of their daughter,

Rebecca, to Danny Walden!
The wedding will take place in

September.

The Caring Committee/Chesed Fairy
provides a wide variety of care and support
to our members. Sometimes it means a
phone call or a card to someone who is not
well. Sometimes it means paying a visit to
home or hospital. Care is not just for illness
but also for celebration. When someone
has a new baby, it means a welcome gift or
meal and usually a challah from the
"Challah Fairy" . Please call Ellen Bernstein
804-399-3649 if you have a need or know
someone who does.

On Sunday, February, 25, over 25 members of our
Or Atid family came together for a special training
on Stop the Bleed. The session was conducted by
Dave Brackins from the Secure Communities
Network. He led us through an excellent slide
presentation containing some potentially life-
saving information from the American College of
Surgeons. Mr. Brackins then had us break up into
groups to do hands-on practice of applying direct
pressure and packing a wound on special limbs
models. He then showed us how to apply a
tourniquet, which we practiced applying on
ourselves and each other. Upon completing the
training, all the participants were given a “Stop
the Bleed” kit that was generously donated by the
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond.  
Many thanks to Barry Green and Russ Finer for
organizing this valuable training.

Young Jewish Families
Purim 

at the

JCC

Passover 

Cooking Class

mailto:alistairbntl@gmail.com
mailto:alistairbntl@gmail.com


Youth Activities

March

Congregation Or Atid Members Treated to a Joey Weisenberg Workshop

On Tuesday evening Feb. 26th, a few members of our congregation joined with other members
of the various Richmond Jewish communities in a special exhilarating event hosted by Temple

Beth-El showcasing the talents of Joey Weisenberg.
Joey Weisenberg is the Founder and Director of Hadar’s Rising Song Institute, the author of

 Building Singing Communities, The Torah of Music and the winner of the 2017 National Jewish
Book Award. A devoted student and teacher of traditional Jewish melodies, his classes have

enabled students and others worldwide to study Jewish songs and prayer. His musical
compositions have moved and inspired thousands. In this session, he was able to deliver a

combination of equal parts intensive skill-building and beautiful experiential singing.
Participants were able to leave with a deepened understanding of Nigun (wordless melody)

and strategies for bringing more inspirational music back into their own communities.  



March Events Coming in April!



Jim Cohen
Arthur Todras
Carmel Birnbaum
Ruth Schoenhaut
Sue Geller
Mark Rosenkrantz
Jason Tinsley
Norm Geller
Sarah Schlussel
Caleb Barber
Gail Elmakis
Michael Kornstein

3/1
3/1
3/1
3/2
3/6
3/6
3/8
3/9
3/9
3/9
3/12
3/14

Karen and Bob Levitt
Stacye & Jeff Samuels
Bunny Wilks & 
Ephraim Seidman

3/16
3/18
3/20

Birthdays!

Jacob Abraham Stark
Sidney Todras 
Pearl Hitman
Dorothy McClish
Leonard Voynow 
Jacob Finer 
Rose Todras 
Joseph Shavell 
Herman H. Navon 
Min Bernstein 
Rose Lerman 
Jack Melnick 
Samuel Lubin 
Arnold Saxon
Leonard Voynow
Larry Bentley

23 Adar 
23 Adar 
24 Adar 
24 Adar
25 Adar
27 Adar 
27 Adar 
27 Adar 
28 Adar 
28 Adar 
29 Adar
29 Adar 
25 Adar I
25 Adar I
25 Adar I
29 Adar I

Meyer Lerman 
Irving Mayer 
Tola Wolk 
Arnold C. Thompson 
Ann Kipnis 
William Wright 
Edith Sara Morris
Frishtick 
Lillian Ganderson 
Edward Levine 
Jerry Krause 
John Archibald Curry
Morris Cohen
Beatrice Meltzer Tuchler
Celia Sidenberg
Philip Carroll

3 Adar II 
3 Adar II 
5 Adar II 
5 Adar II 
6 Adar II 
9 Adar II 
9 Adar II 
10 Adar II
10 Adar II
10 Adar II
13 Adar II
14 Adar II
17 Adar II
18 Adar II
21 Adar II

Mark Sands
Barbara Hirshorn
Raymond Farhi
Samantha Haswell
Ella Kornblau
Marilyn Wiener
Gary Schwam
Elise Greenbaum-Buncher
Ashby Tinsley
Alec Coffey
Chip Brumberg
Will Frank

De

3/14
3/16
3/17
3/18
3/20
3/23
3/24
3/25
3/28
3/28
3/29
3/31



REMEMBER WHEN DOING YOUR WEEKLY
SHOPPING: 
Join our Community Partners who make
giving to Congregation Or Atid as easy as
everyday shopping!  
Just CLICK On Their ICON

COA Funds- Please go to oratid.org
for printable donation form

Endowment Fund
General Fund

Kerper Floral Fund
Library Fund

Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious
School Education Fund

Membership & Care Fund
Youth Music Fund

Gan Chesed Garden Fund
Music Program Fund

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

http://customer.publix.com/adfs/ls/?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=urn%3Aadfs%3Afederation%3APCOM%3Aprd&wctx=rm%3D0%26id%3D7682d1bc-e6f0-4c7e-affa-2b45441a5f3d%26ru%3D%252fmyaccount&wct=2018-11-29T17%3A15%3A49Z%2Fmyaccount
http://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://rjfoundation.org/donors/donate/

