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Dear Or Atid Family,
As I embark on my new journey, there is one word I keep 
thinking about, wanting this for Leo and me and our new 
congregation. The word is flourish. I want to see us grow 
and succeed in reaching our full potential as a 
congregation, and I hope that the year 5783 will be a year 
in which we all thrive in our own lives and with our Or Atid 
family. Please read below about our new Adult Education 
program and our plans for the Helen & Sam Kornblau 
Religious School. I hope you will take an active part in the 
upcoming new opportunities for engagement and 
celebrations so we may flourish together.

Rabbi Sherry would like to invite you to flourish with our new 
Adult Education Program. Click here to see the list of classes 
and offerings. 

Rabbi Sherry also invites you to be a part of our congregation-
led offerings.
Please let us know if you would like to lead a presentation or a 
discussion on your topic of expertise. We would love to match 
our congregants' interests with our in-house talents and 
knowledge.

Please reply to congregationoratid@oratid.org to let us know 
some of the topics you would like to see offered and if you 
prefer daytime or evening; Zoom or in-person classes. 

http://oratid.org/adulteducation
https://www.oratid.org/track.php?id=43432d5b32a54e50b6e527b86561d093&color=b3b3b5&url=mailto%3Acongregationoratid%40oratid.org%3Fsubject%3DAdult%2520Ed&h=12776


Leslie Archer

The COA and TBE volunteers have completed 
the IRC (International Rescue Committee)’s 
mandatory training and has filed a formal HOME 
team application to be matched with an Afghan 
refugee family in Richmond.  The last step in this 
process is the  background checks of volunteers. 
As soon as it is complete IRC will carefully match 
our team with a family that can best use the skills 
of our mentor volunteers.  IRC has informed us 
that the family we are paired with  may or may not 
already be in their  permanent home and their 
home set up needs will vary depending on their 
situation. When we know the needs of "our 
family”,  a sign up will be sent out to the 
congregation. We hope to receive donations of 
needed items or money to cover the cost of these 
items. Thank you for your continued support. 
Please contact Tomomi Rubin 
at tomomirubin@gmail.com for more information. 

Dear Or Atid family,
We are planning many events for the congregation. 
Along with classes and services, we hope to have many occasions for us to enjoy a meal 
and each other’s company. 
Board members have been asked to head up projects, but I would like to extend an invitation 
to all of you to take on any project responsibility that appeals to you. 
Please take this opportunity to add your flourish to Or Atid events.
Let me know how you can help plan and coordinate any event.
Upcoming plans include but are not limited to: Family Shabbat Service & Dinner, An Evening 
for Young Professionals, Break-fast, Shabbat Dinners and other holiday meals.
Most of you have the experience of many more wonderful events at Or Atid than I have in 
my short time here. I am sure there are lot of great team leaders in our congregation, who 
are anxious to get us all together again and ready for Or Atid to flourish.

We’re looking forward to discussing a 
diverse selection of books in the coming 
weeks and months. Meetings are usually 
on Wednesday evenings at 7:30, 
sometimes in person but always with a 
Zoom option.  If you would like to receive 
reminders and updates, contact Sandy 
Mayer (clynemayersd@gmail.com) to have 
your name added to the distribution list.

Books Currently scheduled:
August 10 – The Lincoln Highway by 

Amore Towes
September 14 – Florence Adler Swims 

Forever by Rachel Beantown
October 26 – The Murmur of Bees by 

Sophia Segovia

http://tomomirubin@gmail.com
http://clynemayersd@gmail.com


The duties of a traditional Gabbai vary from 
synagogue to synagogue. Typically, a Gabbai 
ensures the Torah service runs smoothly and 
is available to quickly correct any mishap.  The 
term Zoom Gabbai is to describe the person 
who hosts the Zoom service. They manage 
the behind-the-scenes mechanics so that a 
service or program leader can focus on an 
event.
It is a sacred job that could be done from 
home without needing to put on your shoes. 
Zoom allowed COA members or guests to 
remain deeply rooted to our Jewish traditions. 
To assuage your fear, you learned by the side 
of dedicated and skillful technology savvy 
folks. In preparation for our services, there 
were many questions. What if the connection 
was lost? What if unwanted noises or 
comments interfered with the service? What if 
I accidentally blocked people from 
participating? Many of these “what if’s” 
happened but we addressed the issue quickly. 
Each week became easier, and more people 
joined the team.
We are looking for several people to volunteer 
to become a Zoom Gabbai. If you would like to 
do this either contact  Rabbi Sherry 
(sgrinsteiner@oratid.org) or Rick Wiener 
(rwiener12@yahoo.com) .

Our world is constantly changing. One of the 
changes is that people that are Trans or Non 
Binary are now comfortable being recognized. 
Conservative Judaism changes as well to the 
needs of their members while still being true to 
Halacha (Jewish Laws). The Conservative 
movement has introduced non-binary liturgy 
for Torah honors.
The wording has been lightly tweaked in a 12 
page responsum to accommodate those who 
do not identify as male or female.
Usually we use the term ya’amod or ta’amod 
for a male or female being called to the Torah. 
And then ben or bat before the person’s 
parents’ names. The neutral terms will be na 
la’amod, which in Modern Hebrew means 
‘please stand’. The ben/bat could be replaced 
with ‘mibeit’ (from the house of) or l’veit (of the 
house of).
For the person chanting the Haftarah, we have 
used Maftir, or Maftira. This could be replaced 
with ‘likri’at hahaftarah’ (for the reading of the 
Haftarah).
There are a few other changes, but this gives 
the basics of changes adopted so as not to 
embarrass or diminish anyone. 
The Ritual Committee is an agreement with 
these changes and will adopt as necessary. If 
there is anyone who wishes to have these new 
designations apply to them, please contact the 
Rabbi or the Ritual Committee.

Zoom Gabbaim Needed

On Sat. Aug. 6 from 8:30-9:45 PM, please join us for service and Megilat Eicha reading. Tisha 
B’Av is a fast day commemorating the destruction of Jerusalem's First and Second Temples. 

This day is also marking several disasters in Jewish History.

http://sgrinsteiner@oratid.org
http://rwiener12@yahoo.com


Gan Chesed Is Making Plans!

1) Amy Melnick Scharf and Terry Schultz will work with Friendship Circle to hold a program in
September where the kids they serve enjoy the sensory playground, paint kindness rocks,
and have their monthly birthday celebration.
2) We hope to have a Sukkot celebration with our students in our new pergola. This will be
coordinated with the Education Committee.
3) We plan to hold a community-wide Chanukah celebration on Sunday, Dec 18 at 4:00 pm.
We will light our living menorah, have a sing-along, serve refreshments, and give out small
token gifts. Stay tuned!

Throughout this hot summer there  have been numerous outdoor projects completed at 
Congregation Or Atid. You’ve already seen several wonderful harvests coming out of the Gan 
Chesed kindness garden that are delivered to the Weinstein JCC Food Pantry. Now there is a 
new addition to Gan Chesed—a beautiful water fountain designed to add a sense of serenity to 
garden visitors. The fountain was delivered and installed by hardworking members of the 
synagogue. And if that wasn’t hard enough for accomplish in the sweltering heat, members also 
spread multiple loads of mulch into the playground and sensory areas of the gardens, as well 
as, the main entrance to the synagogue. Many thanks to those dedicated members who 
unselfishly gave of their time and energy to complete these projects.

Unloading 
the water 
fountain

Ephraim 
Seidman, 
David Geller 
and Leo 
Grinsteiner 
installing the 
water fountain

Ron Fink 
and Dan 
Miller 
mulching 
the 
entrance 
area



Our School Year Is Undergoing Some Schedule Changes:

School Calendar: There will be 28 sessions (9:30 AM - 10:00 AM (All Students 
will join in for Telfillah)

Session Structure: K-2nd Grade will be Sunday's 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Session 1 - 10:00 - 10:45 AM Hebrew/Judaic Studies

10:45 - 11:00 AM Snack/Break
Session 2 - 11:00 - 11:45 AM Hebrew/Judaic Studies

11:45 AM - Noon Assembly Pick-up for K-2nd Grade at 
NOON

3rd Grade and above will be Sunday's 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
Session 1 - 10:00 - 10:45 AM Hebrew/Judaic Studies

10:45 - 11:00 AM Snack/Break
Session 2 - 11:00 - 11:45 AM Hebrew/Judaic Studies

11:45 AM - Noon- Assembly
Noon - 1:00 PM Lunch and Hebrew specific studies (split up 
will be based on Hebrew level and not grade level).
Pick-up for 3rd Grade and above at 1:00 PM

Tuition Fees; Parent Participation/Volunteering.
We want to make the school a place where pride, knowledge, and strength of 
each students understanding of Judaism and Hebrew is at the forefront of each 
session.

If you want more information on the 2022-2023 school year please email us at 
relschool@oratid.org

We are looking for Congregants to help us lead Saturday 
morning services. If you are comfortable at the Bimah, willing 
to lead prayers in English or Hebrew or any portion of the 
service, please contact Michael Schoenhaut 
(miru719@gmail.com).

http://relschool@oratid.org
http://miru719@gmail.com
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New Implementations for the 2022-2023 School Year

We are excited to present our new vision and plans for the coming school year. We want 
5783 to be a year where every student flourishes and can be proud of their Jewish identity 
and heritage.

· New innovative and transformative curriculum
· Impactful engagement scope
· Innovative and experiential modalities
· Hebrew School in-person and virtual options
· Family celebrations
· Parent sessions
· Welcoming all families regardless of affiliation

Sunday September 11th , 9:30-12:00 PM-- Welcome Assembly for all students and their
families to be followed by an open house in the classrooms. (9:30-1:00 PM for students 
staying for in-person Hebrew).

Friday evening September 9th-- Shabbat Experience

· 6:00-6:30 PM Family Service

· 6:30-7:30 PM Shabbat Dinner (with kid-friendly menu)

We encourage all young families to join us (no need to have kids in the Religious 
School).    RSVP at relschool@oratid.org

For Religious School Registration CLICK HERE

Don't have school-age children but want to be involved? How about helping us as a 
volunteer? For more information, contact: relschool@oratid.org

mailto:relschool@oratid.org
https://www.oratid.org/form/2022-2023-school-registration.html


Do you have an event in your life you'd like to 
celebrate with us? We're talking, birthdays, 
anniversaries, visiting family, or just because 
you feel like it! 
Do you have a loved one whose memory you'd 
like to honor? 
Sponsor an Oneg or Kiddish!
Here's our price list:
Regular Oneg or Kiddush  $45
Kiddush including lox platter  $60
If you want special paper goods, please 
purchase them and they will be set up by 
members of our committee.
Contact Sandy Mayer 
804-822-0604
or
Fran Todras
757-692-4643

COA wants to Kvell With You!
Have you got something special in your life 
your are celebrating? We'd love to know.
Getting married? New baby? Graduation or 
Promotion? Whatever you're celebrating, we 
want to celebrate with you!  Call the office 
(804-740-4747) to let us know your nachas.

Or Atid will be serving a Break-Fast meal after 
Ne’ilah services on October 5.  Like our 
previous (pre-pandemic) Break-Fast, this will be 
a casual gathering using the parlor, library and 
kiddush room to relax, recharge, schmooze and 
enjoy some good food together. If you’re 
interested in attending, helping prepare or 
donating to defray the cost, please contact 
Sandy Mayer or Fran Todras.  

Donna and Tom McClish for sponsoring 
the Kiddush in honor of the wedding 
celebration of their daughter, Amanda, to 
Patrick Leong on May 28 

Ruth and Michael Schoenhaut for 
sponsoring the Kiddush in honor of their 
anniversary, on July 16.

We Are Here For You!
If you are ill, have an upcoming 

surgery, or are in distress, your Or 
Atid family would like to help.

Please contact the office (740-4747) 
to insure your spiritual needs are 

taken care of.

Gary Donis
Tania Orzynski
Frankie Snyder
Caryn Stein Southworth
Elliott Ferrell
Barbara and Jason Carroll
Sheila Rosenberg 
Leah and Sam Marcus
Jan Mirmelstein 
Salha Mishaan
Joyce and Donald Perlmutter



https://
www.oratid.org/
form/

track.
php 

JOIN US AUGUST 12 FOR 
OUR CHICKEN DINNER

Services start at 6:30
Dinner will follow at 7:30

Bring a friend to 
share a meal!

Click here to RSVP
by August 5

Menu
Baked Chicken

Salad
Vegetables

Fruit

Gluten free and vegetarian 
options available

Please note: Additional tables and chairs will be set up in the covered patio area 
with a flap or flaps open for outside air ventilation for those who may feel more 

comfortable.

July

Grillmeisters! 
Art Todras

&
Ron Fink

Food's 
ready!

Fran 
Todras 
sets up

Rabbi
Sherry 

schmoozes
before 
dinner

https://www.oratid.org/form/shabbarbeque-rsvp.html
https://www.oratid.org/form/shabbarbeque-rsvp.html
https://www.oratid.org/form/shabbarbeque-rsvp.html
https://www.oratid.org/track.php?id=29e41cce0da24d4da6d1ba5202707fde&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oratid.org%2Fform%2Fshabbarbeque-rsvp.html&h=c4cc2
https://www.oratid.org/track.php?id=29e41cce0da24d4da6d1ba5202707fde&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oratid.org%2Fform%2Fshabbarbeque-rsvp.html&h=c4cc2


High Holiday Services

2022. 5783

Selichot 
Sat. September 17 @ 7:30 PM 

Rosh Hashanah
Sun. September 25th @ 6:30 PM
Mon. September 26th @ 9:00 AM 
Mon. September 26th @ 3:00 PM 

Tues. September 27th @ 9:00 AM 

Yom Kippur
Tues. October 4th @ 6:30 PM 
Wed. October 5th @ 9:00 AM 
Wed. October 5th @ 3:00 PM Wed. 
October 5th @ 5:00 PM Wed. 
October 5th @ 6:00PM

Sukkot
Sun. October 9th @ 6:00PM

Sun. October 16th @ 5:30 PM

Mon. October 17th @ 10:00 AM

Program TBD

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 (registration 
required)
Tashlich

Rosh Hashanah Day 2 

Kol Nidre/Erev Yom Kippur 
Yom Kippur Morning (registration required)
Study session: Book of Jonah Yom Kippur 
Minchah Service 
Neilah Service

Pizza in the Sukkah

Simchat Torah celebration with cook-out

Shemini Atzeret / Simchat Torah / Yizkor 
Service



Why the Yizkor Booklet Is So Meaningful

We all have loved ones whom we miss but might not reflect on their memory as often as we should. 
Remembrance in our tradition is not only a recollection of the past, but it is also a connection to the present 
and the future. When we act to remember our loved ones, their memory becomes an integral part of our 
present life.

A Yahrzeit, the anniversary of one’s death, isn’t the only Jewish tradition for honoring their memory. Each 
year our synagogue publishes a Yizkor booklet that is used at the Yizkor services for the major holidays of 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Pesach, and Shavuot. You may even take your Yizkor booklet home for your own 
private Yizkor service in case you are unable to attend the Yizkor services at the synagogue.

Please take a minute to review the Yizkor form and add the names of those loved ones whose memory you 
cherish. In doing this, you are making an extra effort to rekindle your connection with them throughout the 
year.

YIZKOR BOOK 2022-2023
Deadline for changes is September 2nd , 2022

Each year, Congregation Or Atid publishes a Book of Remembrance with the names of our departed loved 
ones. This booklet is used at the Yizkor Services on Yom Kippur and, also during Yizkor Services during 
Sukkot, Pesach and Shavuot. NOW is the time to make any corrections, additions or deletions to the names 
that will be published in the 2022-2023 booklet.

If you had a death in the last year, you must send in the information, as it will not be added unless we hear 
from you.
If we do not hear from you, your listing will be the same as last year and your account will be billed for that 
listing.  You can also submit your information on our website.

The costs for listings are as follows: (Please note that married couples listed on the same line are counted as 
2 names)

1-3 Names $18.00 4-6 Names $36.00 7+ Names $54.00

If you have any questions about your listing or billing, please call or email, Wanda at the synagogue office 
wschweiger@oratid.org / 804 740-4747.  

YIZKOR BOOK 2022-2023 – Deadline for changes is September 2nd, 2022
 CORRECTIONS/DELETIONS/ADDITIONS (List married couples on same line.)

Name of Congregant(s) _________________________________________________________

Check Enclosed ___________      or   Use Credit Card on File ____________

Credit Card Number (MC or Visa only) _____________________________________________  

Exp. Date ______    Security Code________    Would you like the book mailed to you? _______

Send form and checks to:  Congregation Or Atid
10625 Patterson, Ave.
Henrico, VA 23238       

mailto:wschweiger@oratid.org


Harry Kirschbaum

Has lived in Richmond on and off for 30 years
· Born in Philadelphia, lived mostly in the vicinity of Gloucester, VA
· Married to Susan Folkes,  2 adult children,Brian and Courtney
· Retired, worked as an airline pilot for 40 years
· Been a member of Or Atid for 5 years and attends Shabbat services

regulary
· Main reason for joining Or Atid: Wanted a small conservative synagogue

where he could make a difference
· Favorite hobby : Exercise and physical labor
· Most favorite thing to do: Volunteer for Or Atid and other non-profits
· The one thing that would most surprise his fellow congregants: As a pilot

he spent many years flying super rich airplane owners around the world.



Maya Eckstein 2nd

Quino Bielawski-Mendez 3rd

Bashy Bielawski-Mendez 3rd

Jamie Levine. 4th

Elieen Zachar 6th

Miriam Green 9th

Dianna Gabay 13th

Chuck Berson 14th

Eli Mollen 15th

Michael Marcus 15th

Dena Rosenkrantz 16th

Al Sherman 18th

Lori Shiffman 20th

Bob Levitt 21st

Leslie Archer 22nd

Jeremy Schlussel 24th

Daniel Elmakis 25th

Chuck Perschetz 28th

Jay Rue 29th

Roz Bolski 31st

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Ellen and Marc Pinsky 5th

Jeff Scharf and Amy Melnick Scharf 16th

Timmerie and Dennis Cohen 17th

Jay Rue and Marcia Weinberg 17th

Dena and Mark Rosenkrantz 19th

HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY!

Sonia Pinsker 7 Av
Max Firtel 8 Av
Iris Petersiel 8 Av
Samuel Finer 10 Av
Ruth Donis 11 Av
Roberta Fisher 11 Av
Fredrick Bunche 12 Av
George Lessner 12 Av
Nathan Chubin 15 Av
Herman Barry Lane 15 Av
Yetta Lubin 15 Av
George Isaacs 16 Av
Louis Wiener 16 Av
Fred Simon 18 Av
Dr. Anthony Torre 18 Av
Jack Bloom 21 Av
Harry Scheriff 21 Av
Ruth Strum 22 Av
Benson Mirmelstein 24 Av
Rose Cohen 25 Av
Dress Charles Harold 26 Av
Frieda Feit 26 Av
Benjamin Levin 26 Av
Gloria Raphael 26 Av
Alex Berkowitz 27 Av
Bruce Goldstein 27 Av
Toby Mayer 27 Av
Karen Myers 27 Av
Philip Resnick 28 Av
Harvey Schwam 28 Av
Howard Gabay 29 Av
Lillian Carroll 1 Elul
Leonard Schwartz 1 Elul
Harriett Robelewski 4 Elul

 

Sue and Norm Geller 24th

Sharyn and Gerry Milsky 25th

Inna and Michael Marcus 26th

Leslie and Alan Koralek 30th



COA Funds- Please go to oratid.org for printable donation form
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
General Fund
Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious Education Fund
Kerper Floral Fund
Yahrzeit Fund
Oneg and Kiddush Fund

Gan Chesed GardenOneg & Kiddush Fund

Thank you to Marc Pinsky and Michael Schoenhaut for taking the time out to clean our grill 
and get it all spiffy for our shabarbeques, and for donating the grill cover.

Thank you to all those who worked on the July Shabarbeque: Fran and Art Todras, Leslie and 
Kevin Archer, Ellen and Marc Pinsky, Sandy Mayer, Donna and Tom Mcclish. Sharon and Ron 

Fink, and anyone who was left out by mistake!

Thank you to the fountain installation and mulching volunteers for their hard work. The team 
includes Ephraim Seidman  Philip Perschetz, David Geller, Norm Geller, Leo Grinsteiner, 

Russ Finer, Harry Kirschbaum, Dan Miller and Ron Fink.

General Synagogue Fund

Double 
click to 
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to 
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click to 
edit text

• Miriam and Barry Green in memory of
Simi Elmakis
• Sharon and Ron Fink in memory of Simi
Elmakis
• Marilyn and Rick Wiener in memory of
Simi Elmakis
• Leslie and Kevin Archer in memory of
Simi Elmakis
• Leslie and Kevin Archer wishing a speedy
recovery for Sheila Rosenberg

• Harry Kirschbaum, “Thanks for the
great Welcome Shabbarbque”
• Ruth and Michael Schoenhaut in
celebration of their 42nd wedding
anniversary
• Gretchen Goff to sponsor the Kiddush
on August 6th

• Russ Finer and Terry Schultz in memory
of Simi Elmakis
• Sue and Norm Geller in memory of Simi
Elmakis
• Ellen and Marc Pinsky
• Joanne Marcus
• Sandy and Glenn Weiner in memory of
Simi Elmakis

Yahrzeit Fund

• Sandra and Franklin Levin in
memory of George Lessner
• Russ Finer and Terry Schultz in
memory of Samuel Finer
• Lynn Simonoff and Werner
Lichtenstein in memory of Rose Moore
• Fran and Bob Resnick in memory
of Ruth Warshowsk

http://oratid.org
https://smile.amazon.com/?ref_=smi_ge_switch_cust
https://smile.amazon.com/?ref_=smi_ge_switch_cust
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.publix.com
https://www.publix.com
https://www.publix.com


Executive Committee
President  Leslie Archer   lesliekanearcher@gmail.com  
Vice Presidents   Michael Marcus      michael.marcus@gmail.com

 Jeremy Schlussel  jschlussel@verizon.net
Rick Wiener rwiener12@yahoo.com

Treasurer        Fran Todras  frant52@comcast.net
Corresponding Secretary   Amy Unger         unger.amy@gmail.com
Recording Secretary             Art Todras        todrasfamily@comcast.net
Advisor Lynn Landesman  lynna5450@gmail.com

Education 
Committee Chairs     

amendez.zfass@gmail.com    

 Alexandra Mendez Zfass 

Ritual       
Marketing     
Facilities       
Membership 

 ronaldfink@comcast.net 
    bgreencubs@gmail.com 

 caseylcoles@gmail.com
Technology   michael.marcus@gmail.com
Adult Ed.       frankie.snyder@gmail.com
Cemetery             drdjaffe@gmail.com

 Rick Wiener 
 Ron Fink 

 Barry Green 
  Casey Bentley   
Michael Marcus   
Frankie Snyder      

David Jaffe    

Other Committees
Oneg and Kiddush  Sandy Mayer   clynemayersd@gmail.com

Fran Todras frant52@comcast.net
Caring Committee  Ellen Bernstein  ellenbernstein1@gmail.com                                                     
Book Club     Sandy Mayer  clynemayersd@gmail.com

Trustees
Merle Kahn

Bryan Kornblau
Franklin Levin
Tom McClish
Bruce Rubin

***All BOG meetings are open to congregants. August 16 BOG meeting will 
be ZOOM ONLY. Send Zoom link requests to: lesliekanearcher@gmail.com

Rabbi Sherry's Office Hours
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Friday

10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

rwiener12@yahoo.com

amendez.zfassagmail.com

http://leslieanearcher@gmail.com
http://michael.marcus@gmail.com
gmail
gmail
gmail
gmail
gmail
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