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Dear Or Atid Family,

It has been a very busy two months for me here! Busy and 
wonderful! I had the opportunity to meet so many of you, and 
you've been so gracious with your welcome! It has been such a 
pleasure to get to know the family.

In about three weeks, we will be ushering in the new year. By 
now, you probably know that our theme for this coming year is 
Flourish, and we have many events, classes, celebrations, and 
dinners planned for the year. From holiday community 
celebrations, adult classes and programs, Gan Hesed volunteer 
options, Hebrew and Religious School, and other youth and 
young families' engagements – our Or Atid building will buzz in 
5783! Please check out our calendar for all these great 
opportunities you can participate in. You can also get involved by 
volunteering and helping us plan these events.

I hope you enjoy our daily 'Thought of the Day' as part of your 
preparation for the High Holidays. It is not too late to add your 
thoughts to our mailing if you'd like. Feel free to send Wanda or 
me an email with your words. I will also share my words with a 
special Holiday message to the congregation.

I am looking forwards to celebrating my first High Holidays with 
you. And I am filled with optimism and joy, knowing the great 
things awaiting us this coming year.

Rabbi Sherry 



Leslie Archer

 

 

Dear Or Atid Family,
This is the time of year that we are intensely introspective. it can be hard to focus on anything 
other than reviewing our past achievements and failures. It is a daunting process, making it 
difficult to deal with mundane, everyday tasks, let alone setting future goals. I hope you are 
spending some time thinking about what you want Or Atid to become this year and what part 
you will play in this exciting vision. Perhaps talking to family, friends and board members will 
produce the seeds that will reveal one of the paths towards Or Atid flourishing in 5783.
Ketivah vachatimah tovah.

High Holidays 5783/2022

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are peak experiences of the Jewish year. We are empowered then 
to return to our family and friends, to our own highest potential, and to G-d with renewed self-
knowledge and optimism. These sacred days are spiritual “highs,” unique opportunities to clarify our 
personal goals and regain our sense of purpose and meaning in life. As with all significant Jewish 
experiences, however, they cannot be enjoyed in isolation. We need the embrace and 
encouragement of a community. So, we invite you, your family and friends to celebrate and observe 
this special time at Congregation Or Atid.

As we walk through the doors of the sanctuary during the High Holy Days, we open ourselves to 
possibilities—for our lives, for our community, and for our world.  In this spirit, we offer some words of 
Torah and information as a way to begin preparing for the promise that the New Year holds.

“Hayom Harat Olam – today is the birth of the world.”  These three words, which follow the shofar 
blowings embedded in the Rosh Hashanah service, imagine the Jewish New Year as the birthday of 
the world. A beautiful interpretation of this phrase observes that the word “harat” is related to the 
Hebrew word for pregnancy—herayon—and that the word “olam” can mean both world and eternity.  
In this reading, the phrase proclaims: “Today is pregnant with eternal possibility and new life.”

As inspiring as this image may be, the process of giving birth—whether to a human life, a professional 
project, or a relationship—is rarely easy.  Thus, our Rosh Hashanah liturgy charges us with finding 
the clarity to see new possibilities for our lives, and the strength to walk the crooked and sometimes 
fraught path towards that vision.

This message has particular resonance for Or Atid this year, because what is true on the individual 
level is true on the communal level as well.  As we embark, with our new spiritual leader, Rabbi 
Sherry, we are open to the endless potential for what our community can be, embracing with hope 
and with courage the possibilities and challenges that lie ahead. We will flourish with new programs 
and events that you will find that will fit your needs. I hope to see you in-person for the High Holidays 
or join us by YouTube. 

L’SHANA TOVA

Rick Wiener



 

 
We are looking for Congregants to help us lead Saturday morning services. If you are comfortable 
at the Bimah, willing to lead prayers in English or Hebrew or any portion of the service, please 
contact Michael Schoenhaut (miru719@gmail.com).

•     Was originally a native of Richmond. Has been gone for over 50 years and now back 
in the area for 1 year. Has spent the last 14 years in Jerusalem.

• ·      Single parent with 2 adult children (Jeff, Jenny) and 1 grandson (Miles)
• ·      Partially retired, originally a Mathematician but has worked as an Archeologist for 

over 15 years. Currently writes for archeological sites in Israel.
• ·      Been a member of Or Atid for 1 year
• ·      Main reason for joining Or Atid: Wanted to belong to a conservative synagogue 

conveniently located in the West End of Richmond near her family.
• ·      Favorite hobby: Anything having to do with archeology
• ·      Most favorite thing to do: Going on archeological digs
• ·      The one thing that would most surprise her fellow congregants: She is known in 

archeological circles as “The Floor Lady” as she was able to reconstruct the geometric 
patterns of the floor of the Temple Mount in King Herrod’s reconstructed temple.

Frankie conducts a monthly Adult Education series on Zoom: “Digging Deeper: Archeology and the 
Bible” from 7:00-8:00PM on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

Click here to register  

Frankie Snyder

◆ Mark and Alison Sands 
◆ Norma Greenberg
◆ Rosalie Opall

Mazel Tov to Terry Schultz and Russ Finer on 
their marriage!

COA wants to Kvell With You!
Have you got something special in your life your are 
celebrating? We'd love to know.
Getting married? New baby? Graduation or Promotion? 
Whatever you're celebrating, we want to celebrate with 
you!  Call the office (804-740-4747) to let us know your 
nachas.

Save the Date!
The congregation is invited to a 
New Member Welcome Dinner 

and Shabbat
on October 9th.

http://miru719@gmail.com
https://www.oratid.org/event/digging-deeper-with-frankie-snyder-session-2.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/digging-deeper-with-frankie-snyder-session-2.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/digging-deeper-with-frankie-snyder-session-2.html
https://www.oratid.org/event/digging-deeper-with-frankie-snyder-session-2.html


 

    New sensory play item for Gan Chesed 
This new addition to the Gan Chesed sensory garden, installed by Norm Geller

and Daniel Elmakis, is a pool noodle jungle for kids to run through.  It 
 provides a wonderful tactile and kinesthetic experience for kids.

Gan Chesed

Harvest!

https://
friendshipcircleva.org/
events/friendship-circle-at-
the-inclusive-kindness-

Great News!
Including this harvest, we have 

given the food pantry 85 
pounds of organically grown, 
local produce.  More still to 

come this fall.  

 

COA Volunteers Needed: COA Gan Chesed/Kindness Garden is partnering with Friendship Circle of 
VA (FCVA) to host their September Birthday event with children and teens in COA’s Kindness Garden. 
FCVA is a non-profit organization that aims to create an inclusive community by facilitating friendships 
and social opportunities for people with and without disabilities to connect through meaningful social 
experiences. Friendship Circle was founded on the Jewish principle that every person has a unique 
purpose in this world that only they can achieve with their specific abilities and challenges.
 
WHEN: Sunday, September 18 – 1:30-3:00PM at Gan Chesed/COA (set up and clean up help is 
needed starting at 12:30 and concluding by 4)
 
WHAT: COA Kindness Garden hosting Friendship Circle children, teens and families to experience 
the sensory wall, “selfie” wall, painting rocks for the Tashlich fountain, other crafts, sharing snacks 
including apples and honey. Through a generous grant from the Jewish Community Federation of 
Richmond who is supporting this joint program.
 
WHAT’S NEEDED:  VOLUNTEERS (about 10-15 adult and/or teen volunteers) to work with children 
and teens at each of the Kindness Garden “stations” (such as greeter, crafts, snacks, sensory wall and 
playground. Set-up at 12:30 and clean up at 3 is also needed).
 
Please email or text Amy Melnick-Scharf if you can help that day at amymelnick@gmail.com or 
202.306.3590.

https://friendshipcircleva.org/events/friendship-circle-at-the-inclusive-kindness-garden/
https://friendshipcircleva.org/events/friendship-circle-at-the-inclusive-kindness-garden/
https://friendshipcircleva.org/events/friendship-circle-at-the-inclusive-kindness-garden/
https://friendshipcircleva.org/events/friendship-circle-at-the-inclusive-kindness-garden/
https://friendshipcircleva.org/
https://friendshipcircleva.org/
mailto:amymelnick@gmail.com
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New Implementations for the 2022-2023 School Year

We are excited to present our new vision and plans for the coming school year. We want 5783 to be a 
year where every student flourishes and can be proud of their Jewish identity and heritage.

·   New innovative and transformative curriculum
·   Impactful engagement scope
·   Innovative and experiential modalities
·   Hebrew School in-person and virtual options
·   Family celebrations
·   Parent sessions
·   Welcoming all families regardless of affiliation

Sunday September 11, 9:30-12:00-- Welcome Assembly for all students and their families to be 
followed by an open house in the classrooms. (9:30-1:00 for students staying for in-person Hebrew).

Friday evening September 9-- Shabbat Experience  

• 6:00-6:30 Family Service
• 6:30-7:30 Shabbat Dinner (with kid-friendly menu)

We encourage all young families to join us (no need to have kids in the Religious School).                   
                      RSVP at office@oratid.org

Don't have school-age children but want to be involved? How about helping us as a volunteer? For 
more information, contact:

Rabbi Sherry Grinsteiner sgrinsteiner@oratid.org

Lynn Landesman lynna5450@gmail.com

Alex Mendez- Zfass  amendez.zfass@gmail.com

For Religious School registration click here

K-2nd Grade will be Sunday's 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Session 1 - 10:00 - 10:45 AM Hebrew/Judaic Studies

10:45 - 11:00 AM Snack/Break
Session 2 - 11:00 - 11:45 AM Hebrew/Judaic Studies

11:45 AM - Noon Assembly Pick-up for K-2nd Grade at NOON

         3rd Grade and above will be Sunday's 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
Session 1 - 10:00 - 10:45 AM Hebrew/Judaic Studies

10:45 - 11:00 AM Snack/Break
Session 2 - 11:00 - 11:45 AM Hebrew/Judaic Studies

11:45 AM - Noon- Assembly
Noon - 1:00 PM Lunch and Hebrew specific studies (split up will be based on Hebrew 
level and not grade level).
Pick-up for 3rd Grade and above at 1:00 PM

mailto:office@oratid.org
mailto:sgrinsteiner@oratid.org
mailto:lynna5450@gmail.com
mailto:amendez.zfass@gmail.com
https://www.oratid.org/form/2022-2023-school-registration.html


Do you have an event in your life you'd like to 
celebrate with us? We're talking, birthdays, 
anniversaries, visiting family, or just because 
you feel like it! 
Do you have a loved one whose memory you'd 
like to honor? 
Sponsor an Oneg or Kiddish!
Here's our price list:
Regular Oneg or Kiddush               $45
Kiddush including lox platter          $60
If you want special paper goods, please 
purchase them and they will be set up by 
members of our committee.
Contact Sandy Mayer 
804-822-0604
or
Fran Todras
757-692-4643

Or Atid will be serving a Break-Fast meal after 
Ne’ilah services on October 5.  Like our previous 
(pre-pandemic) Break-Fast, this will be a casual 
gathering using the parlor, library and kiddush room 
to relax, recharge, schmooze and enjoy some good 
food together. If you’re interested in attending, 
helping prepare or donating to defray the cost, 
please contact Sandy Mayer or Fran Todras.  

 Refugee Resettlement Update: 

After a long wait, the Temple Beth El (TBE)/
COA team received news last week from 
the International Rescue committee (IRC) 
that we have been matched with a refugee 
family consisting of a mother, father, and 
five children. IRC quickly found a 
permanent home and moved the family 
in. Because of the extraordinary quick 
turnaround,  IRC supplied the needed items 
for move in.  Our team of volunteers (Barry 
Green, Fran Todras, Elise Buncher, Anne 
Macheras and Tomomi Rubin) helped on 
move in day.  We  shopped for groceries, 
picked up a  few last minute needed items, 
put together furniture, made minor repairs 
and shared a meal kindly prepared by our 
family. It turned out that their only 
remaining needs are a few dressers.  We 
are happy that the family has the basics 
necessary to begin a new life in their 
permanent home.  If additional needs are 
identified later, we will reach out.  The 
mentoring team (including COA volunteers 
Barry Green and Ephraim Seidman) will be 
led by TBE. They will begin helping the 
family learn the American way of 
life to prepare them for self sufficiency. 
 Thank you for your support through this 
process. If you have a dresser to donate or 
need more information please contact 
Tomomi Rubin at tomomirubin@gmail.com.

Or Atid’s First Pickleball Social Event October 2nd 

 

Attention all Or Atid pickleball players and those interested in learning the game!  We will hold our first 
pickleball round robin social event on Sunday, October 2nd from 2:00 – 4:00 pm at Richmond Country 
Club, located at 12950 Patterson Avenue.  The courts are located on the left as you drive in.  

 All congregants over the age of 13 are welcome, including those who might just want to watch, 
schmooze, and socialize.  No RSVP is necessary for Or Atid members.  If you are new to the game, 
we encourage you to arrive at 1:30 for a short introduction to pickleball basics.  Extra paddles will be 
available for you to use.   

Please bring your own beverage and a snack to share.   Feel free to invite prospective members to 
join you – but ask them to pre-register by calling the office in advance – 804-740-4747.

We look forward to a fun, relaxing afternoon together.   For more information, contact Geri Samuels at 
gbsamuels@verizon.net or Sue Geller at susanrgeller@gmail.com.

 

mailto:tomomirubin@gmail.com
mailto:gbsamuels@verizon.net
mailto:susanrgeller@gmail.com


High Holiday Services 2022-5783

Saturday, September 17   7:30 PM   Selichot Service
Rosh Hashana
Sunday, September 25th  6:30 PM   Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
Monday, September 26th  9:00 AM   Rosh Hashanah Service, Day 1 

 (pre-registration required)
 10:00 AM    Youth Services (6-10 year old)

 (pre-registration required)
 3:00 PM    Tashlich

Tuesday, September 27th  9:00 AM   Rosh Hashanah Day 2 service

Yom Kippur
Tuesday, October 4th  6:30 PM 
Wednesday, October 5th  9:00 AM 

 10:00 AM 

 3:00 PM 

 5:00 PM 
 6:00 PM 

Sukkot
Sunday, October 9th 6:00 PM 

 Kol Nidre/Erev Yom Kippur
 Yom Kippur morning service
  (pre-registration required)
 Youth Services (6-10 year old)
  (pre-registration required)
 Study session on the 
  Book of Jonah
 Yom Kippur Minchah servi
  Ne’ilah with Break-Fast meal                
following services
 (pre-registration required)

 Sukkot Festival service 
  Pizza In the Sukkah and 
 New Member Welcoming Dinner
 (pre-registration required)

Monday, October 10th  10:00 AM   Sukkot Festival Service
Friday, October 14th  7:30 PM   Sukkot Shabbat service
Sunday, October 16th  5:30 PM    Simchat Torah Celebration with dinner

 (pre-registration required)
Monday, October 17th  10:00 AM   Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah 

 Festival service with Yizkor

We Are Here For You!
If you are ill, have an upcoming 

surgery, or are in distress, your Or 
Atid family would like to help.

Please contact the office (740-4747) to 
insure your spiritual needs are taken 



The Corners of Our Fields
“This is the fast I have chosen … to share bread with the hungry” 

[Isaiah 58]

Corner of Our Fields Tzedakah initiative – Canned Food Donations Needed

We are pleased to share that during the High Holiday season we will resume the “Corner of Our 
Fields” tzedakah initiative that we have previously participated in. We will collect canned and boxed 
food items to donate to the Weinstein JCC Elmer Toth Food Pantry, a longtime member of FeedMore. 
We have established a wonderful collaborative relationship with the JCC food pantry by donating to 
them the harvest from our Gan Chesed garden, all of which has been gratefully received. Please think 
of those in need and drop off any of the items listed below at the collection boxes located in the 
synagogue foyer. If purchasing canned goods, please buy ones with pull tab lids since those who are 
homeless may not have access to a can opener. Donations will be collected through October 16th.
Together we can make a difference in the greater Richmond community.  For more information, 
contact Sue Geller at susanrgeller@gmail.com.  

Requested items are the following:

Proteins
Canned Tuna, Salmon, Chicken
Peanut Butter
Other Nut Butters (Almond, etc)
Canned Soups

Vegetables/Fruits
Jelly
Canned Fruit / Applesauce
Spaghetti and Alfredo Sauce in Cans
Jello Pudding Cups

(NO GLASS CONTAINERS)
Grains & Pasta or Other
Cereal       Cookies
Beans       Crackers
Pasta          Powered Milk
Laundry Detergent  Tissues Toothpaste 
Dish Soap 

We’re looking forward to discussing a diverse selection of books in the coming weeks and 
months. Meetings are usually on Wednesday evenings at 7:30, sometimes in person but always 
with a Zoom option.  If you would like to receive reminders and updates, contact Sandy Mayer 
(clynemayersd@gmail.com) to have your name added to the distribution list.

Books Currently scheduled:
September 14 – Florence Adler Swims Forever by Rachel Beantown

October 26 – The Murmur of Bees by Sophia Segovia

mailto:susanrgeller@gmail.com
http://clynemayersd@gmail.com


HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY!

Amanda Harris 1st
Emory Brown 2nd
Don Unger 4th
Jason Gwaltney 5th
Richard Malkman 7th
Sandra Perschetz 8th
Sharon Fink 13th
Inna Marcus 14th
Joel Zachar 14th
Timmerie Cohen 15th
Edith Gross 15th
Casey Bentley 15th
Philip Block 17th
Fran Todras 18th
Jodi Cohen 19th
Paul Cohen 19th
Elliott Ferrell 20th
Sam Tinsley 22nd
Robert Fix 24th
Dustin Morse 25th
Myra Isaacs 25th
Robert Levy 26th
Oliver Noah 27th
Leah Marcus 29th
Rebecca Curry 30th

Amy and Don Unger 6th
Lila and Philip Block 7th
Lisa and Frank Senger 13th
Lynn and Josh Landesman 14th
Amanda Harris and Allan Noah 16th
Elisa and Richard Malkman 22nd
Ann and Paul Ottens 25th
Sandy and Ralph Mayer 29th

Ralph Malkman 6 Elul
Dorothy Grob 7 Elul
David Brown 8 Elul
Louis Ginsberg 9 Elul
Rose Luterman 10 Elul
Edward Ropelewski 10 Elul
Dorothy Shavell 11 Elul
Rose Kaminsky Luterman 12 Elul
Paul Grob 13 Elul
Nora Kirkpatrick 14 Elul
Jacques Farhi 15 Elul
Barbara Landesman 15 Elul
Anna Sherman 15 Elul
Joseph Sherman 15 Elul
Reva Wilks 17 Elul
Gertrude Davis 19 Elul 
Sylvia Gibberman 19 Elul
 Louisa Weiner 20 Elul
Estelle Finer 21 Elul
Max Gland 21 Elul
Joseph Arner 22 Elul
Herman Gerstein 22 Elul
Joseph Sidenberg 24 Elul
Stanley Alex Gibberman 26 Elul
Ethel Gland 26 Elul
Isadore Zfass 27 Elul
Louise Seidenberg 29 Elul
Joseph Pond 2 Tishri
Michael Scheriff 2 Tishri
Felka Silberstein 2 Tishri
Joseph Weinberg 2 Tishri
William Appelrouth 4 Tishri



COA Funds- Please go to oratid.org for printable donation form
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
General Fund
Helen and Sam Kornblau Religious Education Fund
Kerper Floral Fund
Yahrzeit Fund
Oneg and Kiddush Fund
Gan Chesed Garden

Double 
click to 

Doubl
e click 
to 

Double 
click to 
edit text

Oneg and Kiddush Fund
Harry Kirschbaum, Thanks for a Great Shabbarbque!
Inna and Michael in celebration of their 15th wedding anniversary

Gan Chesed Fund
Gail and Daniel Elmakis
Leslie and Kevin Archer in honor of Terry Schultz and Russ Finer’s new grandson

General Synagogue Fund
Marilyn and Rick Wiener in celebration on the marriage of Terry Schultz and Russ Finer, Mazel Tov!
Marilyn and Rick Wiener in memory of Aaron Winer
Marcia Weinberg in celebration of Jay Rue’s birthday
Jay Rue and Marcia Weinberg for an Aliyah honor
Gail and Daniel Elmakis in celebration on the marriage of Terry Schultz and Russ Finer, Mazel Tov!
Mickey and Stan Corn in loving memory of Aaron Winer
Gail and Daniel Elmakis, wishing special healing prayers for Terry and Russ’s new grandson

Yahrzeit Fund
Roberta Berman in memory of Dorothy Shavell
Dianna Gabay in memory of her brother, Howard Gabay
Roz Bolski in memory of her brother, Charles Harold Dress
Elise Greenbaum Buncher and Rob Buncher in memory of Fred Buncher
Elise Greenbaum Buncher and Rob Buncher in memory of Beatrice Greenbaum
Jean Goldman in memory of Herbert Siegel
Fran and Bob Resnick in memory of Philip Resnick
Charlotte Weinberg in memory of Jack Bloom

Adult Education Fund
Lee Schecter

COA Endowment Fund
Franklin and Sandra Levin

http://oratid.org
https://smile.amazon.com/?ref_=smi_ge_switch_cust
https://smile.amazon.com/?ref_=smi_ge_switch_cust
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.publix.com
https://www.publix.com
https://www.publix.com


Trustees
Merle Kahn

Bryan Kornblau
Franklin Levin
Tom McClish
Bruce Rubin
Jeff Samuels

***All BOG meetings are open to congregants, either in person, or on Zoom. 
Zoom meeting option is available upon request. Send requests to:

lesliekanearcher@gmail.com

Rabbi Sherry's Office Hours
Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Friday

10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

`      Executive Committee
President                     Leslie Archer         lesliekanearcher@gmail.com
Vice Presidents           Michael Marcus           Michael.marcus@gmail.com

 Jeremy Schlussell   jschlussell@verizon.net `
    Rick Wiener  rwiener12@yahoo.com

Treasurer                     Fran Todras  frant52@comcast.net
Corresponding Sec.   Amy Unger         unger.amy@gmail.com
Recording Sec.           Art Todras         todrasfamily@comcast.net
Advisor                        Lynn Landesman  lynna5450@gmail.com

 Committee Chairs
Education   Lynn Landesman    lynna5450@gmail.com

 Alexandra Mendez-Zfass   amendez.zfass@gmail.com
Ritual         Rick Wiener         rwiener12@yahoo.com
Marketing       Ron Fink         ronaldfink@comcast.net
Facilities          Barry Green         bbgreencubs@gmail.com
Membership   Casey Coles         caseylcoles@gmail.com
Technology    Michael Marcus   Michael.marcus@gmail.com
Cemetery         David Jaffe          drdjaffe@gmail.com

   Other Committees
Oneg and Kiddush   Sandy Mayer   clynemayersd@gmail.com

      Fran Todras  frant52@comcast.net
Caring Committee   Ellen Bernstein   ellenbernstein1@gmail.com
Book Club         Sandy Mayer       clynemayersd@gmail.com

http://lesliekanearcher@gmail.com
http://lesliekanearcher@gmail.com
http://lesliekanearcher@gmail.com
http://lesliekanearcher@gmail.com
http://michael.marcus@gmail.com
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http://todrasfamily@comcast.net
http://lynna5450@gmail.com
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