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Eikhah Chapter 1.

1. How lonely sits the city, that was full of
people! She has become like a widow! She that
was great among the nations, and princess
among the provinces, has become a vassall

2. She weeps bitterly in the night, and her tears
are on her cheeks; among ail her lovers she has
none to comfort her: all her friends have dealt
treacherously with her, they have becormne her
enemies.

3. Judah has gone into exile because of
affliction, and because of great servitude; she
dwells among the nations, she finds no rest; all
her pursuers overtook her in the midst of her
distress.

4. The roads to Zion mourn, because none
come to the appointed feasts; all her gates are
desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are
afflicted, and she is in bitterness.

5 Her adversaries have become the chief, her
enemies prosper; for the Lord has afflicted her
for the multitude of her transgressions; her
infants have gone to captivity before the
enemy.

6. And from the daughter of Zion all her
splendor is departed; her pr inces are become
like harts that find no pasture, and they are
‘gone without strength before the pursuer.

B PIp 9 Povan

A oy cnan vy ""r'fr;t Aawe | AR R

nima Sndy TR CnaY mER?
opp T

i 9y AnypT AP adan da 2

M1 Nva 1 AX-In 0o AT
ARG 72 V7

YD R 9an ni%aR Wx ’3"1'1 T
TnYINR DMK D vy 3y
T R i

i Y K YR s v T
WY BRI TyweTRY oY
g QY

PR A0 (RRTNIR KRN )

2 “w*m mxzrx‘? m*‘m: ‘“‘I""IW
A7 ‘:9‘?

Ao R?a 3

- 0




10 MYnT | 13

On Tisha b'Av, the Jewish people tourns the loss of
our wo lif‘j'/?b N3, or Temples. The First Temple,
pictured below, was constructed during King
Solomon s reign and was destroyed by the
Babylonians in 586 B.C.E. The Second Teniple,
pictured at right, was built after the refurn from the
Babylonian exile, enlarged by King Herod in the Ist
century B.C.E., and destroyed by the Romans in 70
C.E

What Were These Places? %%

(Eikhah 1:1) - The Temples were buildings where God’s
Presence lived. This does not mean that God actuaily lived in
the Temple. Even when we had a Temple, God did not dwell
within the Holy of Holies, or

oy Wip. However, both of our Temples were special
and holy because the prayers of all Isract were focused there.
When the I{ohen Gadol (High Priest) would enter that
place and say God’s name, everybody in the Temple would
get down on their knees, bow to the ground and say “Blessed
be His holy name forever and ever!” or

191 0%V i 7122 oY ;A

& Now, Read Chancellor Schorsch’s essay

included on p. iv in the appendix. What does he say
about the relation that a Conservative Jew should have
with the Temple? If we no longer want the animal sac-
rifices back, then why should we mourn the Temple’s
destruction? What does Chancellor Schorsch say about
the connection between history and the religious holi-
day of Tisha b’ Av?

Above: A 1911 tapestry of what the First Temple might have looked like. Built by Solomon, Bayit Rishon
was destroyed in 586 B.C.E. It was much smaller then Bayit Sheni, and the destruction of the Second
Temple gets much more attention in Jewish sources and thought. Why do you think that is the case?
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7. Jerusalem remembered in the days of her
affliction and of her miseries all her pleasant
things that she had in the days of old, when her
people fell into the hand of the enemy, and
none did help her; the adversarics saw her, and
mocked at her destruction.

8. Jerusalem grievously sinned; therefore she
has become loathsome; all those who honored
her despise her, for they have seen her
nakedness; even she sighs, and tumns back.

9. Her filthiness was in her skirts; she thought
not of her destiny; therefore she came down
astonishingly; she has no comforter. O Lord,
behold my affliction; for the enemy has
magnified himself.

10. The adversary has spread out his hand
upon all her precious things; for she has seen
that the nations entered into her sanctuary,
whom You did forbid to enter into Your
congregation.

11. All her people sigh, they seek bread; they
have given their precious things for food to
revive their soul. Look, O Lord, and consider,
how abject have I become.

12. Is it nothing to you, all you that pass by?
Behold, and see if there is any pain like my
pain, which was brought upon me, with which
the Lord has afflicted me in the day of His
fierce anger.

13. From above has He sent fire into my bones,

and it prevails against them; He has spread a
net for my feet, He has turned me back; He has
made me desolate and faint all day long.

—

W PR Ry om oy R)

ar 1

ARy Ypin 0p Rn v W TUIRR

1.'

WPHY I8 PR “1‘7 Y PR TR
792Wn ‘w

T-":'

T AP 1979y oRA ARYG KRR 7
YTy WP NPT IRRRT)
SR WM ATIRG R0

AYR DY 7D TIYTIR

3

T

IR RN 7Y T8 U A

-=r ~ L o T ¥
i

WKY IO W AETPR g BT
'-1:? '?\l.jl?;

unY oY YRR DUIIRI AAYID R
wBl WY "? 2 Dij"“mﬁ?;
m

A N D I M IR

WP WP I YD m"‘?x Ry 2
Y Hhiy WR CARIND 29R I w"“m
ABR 10 B2 AT )i R




1
8]

Stories

AT MY 210

Wet WOOd and DE‘Y Wﬁﬂd i\ The midrashim on Bikhah include

many stories about Jews from Jerusalem who visit Athens, Greece and about people from Athens
who visit Jerusalem. Some of these stories teach us that if we obey God’s laws, then we need not

fear wars or destruction.

Others show us how wonderful Jerusalem was and what a terrible loss its destruction inflicted on
the Jewish people. One of these stories is about a Greek from Athens who came to the ruins of
Jerusalem and found a Kohen. The Greek asked the Kohen, “How much smoke does a bundle of
wood produce?” The Kohen answered, “When the wood is wet, it produces sioke until the wood
is completely consumed. But when the wood is dry, one-third tums into smoke, one-third tums
into ash, and one-third is burned by flame. The Athenian asked, “Where did you learn so much
about wood?” - “I learned all this from tending the fires in the Tempie!” the Kohen replied. The
moral of the story is that Jerusalem was a place filled with wisdom, and that people came from all
over the world to benefit from the sage advice of the city’s inhabitants. But when the city was
destroyed, a great heritage was lost.

o3 1

+

The Destruction
of the Temple

A crowd of Jews prays at the Kotel. What do you think it is about this place that attracts so many Jews? After all, it is not
even a wall of the Temple, but rather a retaining wall built by Herod the Greal. So why has it beconie so important?

The Wealthy Who Starved ¥ » &7

[T ettt e N

In the days leading up to the destruction of the First Temple, the poor starved while the rich
ate bread. But at the time of the Second Temple’s destruction, both the poor and the tich
starved. The Romans blockaded Jersualem and prevented any food from entering the city.
At first, the rich thought that they could use their wealth to bribe Roman soldiers into
violating the blockade. Using a rope, they lowered a treasure chest of gold down to the
Romans. The Romans emptied the gold out of the chest and sent the chest back filled with
wheat. When the wheat was used up, the wealthy citizens of Jerusalem lowered another
ireasure chest filled with gold. The Romans took the gold and sent the chest back, but this

B99IBD

Stories

time, they gave them barley animal feed instead of grain fit for humans. When the barley was
gone, the rich people sent the chest down the rope a third time filled with gold. And again,
the Romans took all the gold and returned the chest. ‘This time, they filled the chest with
straw. What did the rich people do with the straw? They boiled it for a long time and then
drank the water! When the water was gone and there was not & thing left to eat or drink in all
of Terusalem, they lowered the last of their gold down the rope. The Romans took their gold
and returned the chest empty (Based on Eikhah Rabbah 1:39)
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14. The yoke of my transgressions is bound by
His hand; they are knit together and are set
upon my neck; He has caused my strength to
fall, the Lord has delivered me into the hands of
those against whom I am not able to rise up.

15. The Lord has spurned all my mighty men
in the midst of me; He has called an assembly
against me to crush my young men; the Lord
has trodden, as in a wine press, the virgin
daughter of Judah.

16. For these things [ weep; my eyc, my eye
runs down with water, because the comforter
that should relieve my soul is far from ne; my
children are desolate, for the enemy has
prevailed.

17. Zion spreads out her hands, and none is
there to comfort her; the Lord has commanded
against Jacob adversaries around him; '
Jerusalem is like a menstruating woman among
them.

18. The Lord is righteous; for I have rebelled
against His word; hear, [ beg you, all the
peoples, and behold my sorrow; my virgins
and my young men are gone into captivity.

19. I called to my lovers, but they deceived me;
my priests and my elders perished in the city,
while they sought food to revive their souls.

20. Behold, O Lord; for T am in distress; my
bowels are troubled; my heart is turned inside
me; for I have grievously rebelled; outside the
sword bereaves, at home it 1s like death.

Sa IR 3Dy D W IRy

~

P 2WRY

>29p3 ¥R | raxy Ao v
mina Ty T Y RIp
APRR Nna? I 197 L

e

Sy |y iaia ur | vy o
YR B R PRI DR T
ANR 923 P oApiY 13 v W)

My b R A R e
T I VR0 Jpyh mim my
npYR N3 oo

N TR P AN R IR
W DRYIYY RIIWRY
Sawa b o nang IR

r

P man Gagwn? oRIp O
Sk wpamp Wy Ty PN P
DYDY W) WY

vy oTsTR Al ARy 9
PYI CR A R 3P ta? 18
MPD MEa IRV




%27 1390
The Destruction
of the Temple
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Above: A picture of the Herodian Wall that surrounds the Temple’s ruins. The Mishnah (1éamit 4:6) teaches that we
fast on the ninth day of Av because of the tragedies that befell the Jewish people on that day. On that day, it was
decreed that our fathers should not enter the Promised Land, the First and Second Teniples were desiroyed, the town of
Bethar was captured, and the city of Jerusalem was ploughed up. Because of these misforfunes, the Mishnah tells us

that once Av begins, our joy is reduced: ﬂf!@tl@ ToyRn AR B;?JW?P

Midrashim

n9239y9
Ideas

The Merciful Punishment &7
(Eikhah 1:14) - Verse 1:14 uses the word '?;?ig?;, an unusual verb that means “bound”

or “tied up.” But the sages interpret this word as if it were written with a ¥ instead of

a . The word '?I?WJ with a shin instead of a sin means “dedicated to good and
correct behavior.,” Therefore, the rabbis say that even-when God was punishing the

Jews for their senseless hatred (D37} m_:;tg;) in 70 C.E., He made the punishment

merciful and survivable. God said, “If 1 destroy Jerusalem in Tevet (a wintry and cold
month that usually falls during December), the Jews will be killed by the cold, Butifl
destroy Jerusalem in Tammuz (a hot month that usualily falls during July), they won't
die. They’ll have to sleep in the streets, but they won’t die. If T punish them in Tevet,
there will be no grapes on the vine for them to eat. If I punish them in Tammuz, at
least they will have food to eat. If I punish them by sending them into the desert, they
wilt all die. Butif I punish them by taking away Jerusalem, at least there will be some
food lefiover.

*  What does this midrash say about God? How would this midrash give someone
hope in the face of disaster? Does God act in history and punish those who sin?

Sacrifices Today ®». &7

We no longer offer animal sacrifices. In their place, we offer our prayers to God. Read
Chancellor Schorsch’s essay in the back of this book and read what he has to say about
animal sacrifices. Why does he claim that Conservative Jews should not yearn for the
return of the sacrificial system? It is important to remember that although we no longer
sacrifice goats, sheep, birds, and cows, we still have an obligation to make sacrifices
today. Being Jewish means sacrificing some of your free time and some of your money
for the community’s benefit.
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21, They have heard that I sigh; there is none
to comfort me; all my enemies have heard of
my trouble; they are glad that You have done
it; You will bring the day that You have
announced, and they shall be like me.

22. Let all their wickedness come before You,
and do to them, as You have done to me for all
my transgressions; for my sighs are many, and
my heart is faint.

Eikhah - Chapter 2

1. How has the Lord covered the daughter of
7ion with a cloud in His anger, and cast down
from heaven to the earth the beauty of Israel,
and remembered not His footstool in the day of
His anger!

2. The Lord has swallowed all the habitations
of Jacob without pity; He has thrown down in
His wrath the strongholds of the daughter of
Judah; He has brought them down to the
ground; He has profaned the kingdom and its
princes.

3. He has cut off in His fierce anger all the hom
of Israel; He has drawn back His right hand
froin before the enemy, and He has bumed
against Jacob like a flaming fire, which devours
its surrounding.

4, He has bent His bow like an enemy; He
stood with His right hand as an adversary, and
He has slain all that were pleasant to the ¢ye in
the tent of the daughter of Zion; He has poured
out His fury like fire.
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Without Pity ®». &~

(Eikhah 2:2) - The verse says that God has swallowed all the houses of Jacob (=lsrael)
without pity. Why does the verse emphasize that God took this action without pity? Is not
the destruction of Jerusalem pitiless by definition? One answer is that Megilat Eikhah
emphasizes God’s lack of pity because even those people who might have deserved pity did
not receive any on that day. This is an imporfant idea - sinners often cause the innocent to
suffer with them! (Based on the commentary of A. Shteinburger) The sages say that there
were 480 synagogues in Jerusalem apart from the Tempiec itself. Each and every one of
these synagogues had two Jewish schools attached to it, one for studying the TaNaKh and
one for studying the Mishnah. When God destroyed Jerusalem for its senseless hatred

(ng] m_(;lll)), the innocent students in all these schools also died. That is why the verse

says that God swallowed Jacob’s houses without any pity (Based on Midrash Eilhah 2:4)
*  Why would the Midrash blame God for something that the Romans did? Why do you
think God allowed these schoolchildren to die? Was it God’s will?

nyoRw

Questions

ni9%0
Jewish Law

Closer to the Fire ¥ &7 (Bikhah 2:2) - Rabbi

Yohanan knew sixty different interpretations of the words ‘7?;!;1 Rl?} g 5)'?3 (the

Lord has swallowed without mercy). Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi only knew twenty-four
interpretations of the same verse. It’s not that Rabbi Yohanan knew more about the
destruction of the Temple than Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi did. Afier all, Rabbi Yehudah
HaNasi lived a whole generation earlier than Rabbi Yohanan and therefore lived clos-
er to the destruction. Buf in Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi’s gencration, the students in the
acadenty would begin to talk about the destruction and then suddenly burst out cry-
ing, unable to continue talking. In Rabbi Yohanan’s era, several decades after the
war, the students of the academy were able to talk about what happened. Therefore,
Rabbi Yohanan knew more interpretations (Based oi Midrash Eikhah 2:4 and the
commentary of Rabbi 4. Shteinberger).

*  We may have a very different situation in modern Jewish society. We are very far
from the Temple’s desiruction - more than ten thousand miles and two thousand
years. The Temple was destroyed so long ago that few people think about it today..
Is that bad? Should Jews be thinking more about the Temple these days?

* How has the passage of time affected your thoughts about the Holocaust?

How do we kinow that this picture was not taken on Tisha b'Av morning? What do
you see heve that is not done on that morning? (See p. 17 for the answer)
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5. The Lord was like an enemy; He has
swallowed up Israel, [e has swallowed up all
her palaces; He has destroyed His strongholds,
and has increased in the daughter of Judah
mourning and lamentation.

6. And He has broken down His booth, as if it
were 2 garden; He has destroyed His place of
the assembly; the Lord has caused the
appointed feasts and sabbaths to be forgotten
in Zion, and has spurned in His angry
indignation king and priest.

7 The Lord has cast off His altar, He has
loathed His sanctuary, He has given to the
hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces;
they have made a noise in the house of the
Lord, as in the day of an appointed feast.

8 The Lord has determined to destroy the wall
of the daughter of Zion; He has stretched out a
fine, He has not restrained His hand from
destroying; He has caused the rampart and the
wall to lament; they languish together.

9. Her gates are sunk into the ground; He has
destroyed and broken her bars; her king and her
princes are among the nations; the Torah is no
more; her prophets also did not find a vision
from the Lord.

10. The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon
the ground, and keep silence; they have cast up
dust upon their heads; they have girded
themselves with sackcloth; the virgins of
Jerusalem bow down their heads to the ground.
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The Destruction
of the Temple

nisha
Jewish Law

e 51

The Difference Between Torah and Wisdom

PN &G (Eikhah 2:9) - The verse says “Her (i.e. Jerusalem’s) king and her

pringes are among the nations; the Torah is no more.” The verse is saying that the First
Temple’s destruction was much more than a massive foss of human life. It was also a nearly
complete destruction of Jewish learning. When the Egyptian library of Alexandria went up in
flames, centuries of scientific knowledge went with it. By the same token, the destruction of
both Temptes destroyed tremendous amounts of Torah that was contained inside the heads of

the murdered victims.

Midrash Bikhah (2:13) says “If someone says to you ‘there s wisdom among the non-Jewish
nations of the worid,” then believe him, But if someone says to you ‘there is Torah ariong
the non-Jewish nations,” then do not believe him under any circumstances. This midrash
teaches us the important difference between wisdom and Torah. All peoples and nations have
wisdom that they can contribute to world knowledge. But only one people - the Jews - have
the gift of Torah, the moral instruction we need every day.

A vertical shot of the Kotel. The sturdy lichens that grow in the dry rock are like the Jewish
people in that they survive in tough conditions.

Fasting ﬂ ~A fast day (or 1% DY) is a day when Jewish law says that one may

not eat or drink. There are three kinds of fasts in the Jewish tradition. One kind is the full 25
hour fast that we do on Tisha b’ Av and Yom Kippur. On these two days, one may not eat after
dusk of the preceding night. Before these long fasts begin, we eat a special meal called a

npEbn 1YY, or “meal that stops (further eating).” The second kind is the shorter fast that we

observe on the four public fast days: Tzom Gedalia (3 Tishrei, right after Rosh Hashanah),
Tenth of Tevet, (marks the beginning of the Roman attack), Fast of Esther (erev Purim), and the
Seventeenth of Tammuz (the beginning of the three weeks before Tisha b’Av.) Last, there are
individual fasts that apply to some people but not all, such as the Fast of the First Born on Erev
Pesah, a fast that we always cancel by completing a tractate of Talmud.

T & Some argue that fasting symbolizes the burning of animal fats on the altar.

Others say fasting is a way of increasing our concentration on spiritual matters and drawing us
away {rom the distraction of our physical needs. Which explanation do you like more?

Lt

e
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11. My eyes are spent with tears, my bowels
are troubled, my liver is poured upon the earth,
because of the destruction of the daughter of
my people; because the children and the babies
faint in the strects of the city.

12. They say to their mothers, Where is grain
and wine? When they faint like wounded men
in the streets of the city, when their soul was
poured out on their mothers” bosom.

13. What shall I take to witness for you? What
shall I compare to you, O daughter of
Jerusalem? What shall T equal to you, that I
may comfort you, O virgin daughter of Zion?
for your ruin is great like the sea. Who can heal
you?

14. Your prophets have seen vain and foolish
visions for you; and they have not exposed
your iniquity, to restore your captivity; but
have prophesied for you burdens of falsehood
and deceit.

15. Al who pass by clap their hands at you;
they hiss and wag their head at the daughter of
Jerusalem, sayihg, Is this the city that men call
the perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole
garth?

16. All your ecnemies have opened their mouth
against you; they hiss and gnash the teeth; they
say, We have swallowed her up; certainly this
is the day that we looked for; we have found it,
we have seen it.
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Jewish Law

The Kight Kinds of Tears XX =

(Eikhah 2:11) - Verse 2:11 says iy epes are spent with fears. The midrash on Eikhah focus-
es on the word tears in the plural and teaches that there are eight kinds of tears that humans
have, four good and four bad. The good tears are: Onion tears (from peeling an onion), mus-
tard tears (from eating spicy foods like mustard, salsa, or horseradish), medical tears (such as
those from eyedrops), and the tears of laughter, which is considered to be the best kind of all.

The bad tears are: Smoke tears (from being exposed to smoke), sadness tears (from emotion-
al pain), toilet tears (from intestinal trouble or other medical problems), and black tears,
which are the worst kind of all. What are black tears? They are the tears that a mother or
father sheds for a child who has died very young, before even a single grey hair could appear.

Midrash Eikhah tells the story of a man whose son died young as a result of the Roman
blockade of Jerusalem. The man cried night after night until his liver fell out of his body. He
then said, “What has all this crying done for me?” The story’s point is that the people of
Jerusalem were so miserable during the Roman invaston that no amount of ¢rying could make
them feel better.

*  Can you think of other tears that need their own categories? Is the midrash perhaps inac-
curate when it labels some tears as bad? Isn’t it healthy to cry?

The gvox (Prohibitions) of Tisha b’Av £

There are several things that one definitely must not do on Tisha b’ Av, and they are
the same five things that are not allowed on Yom Kippur:

(1) No eating or drinking, (2) No bathing or showering, (3) No perfumes or
cosmetics, (4) No wearing of leather shoes, and (5) no sexual relations. In addition, you
should not joke around or be disruptive to the respectful nature of the day.

Of course, your health is more important than Tisha b’Av! If a doctor tells you not to fast or
if you even suspect that fasting might be dangerous for you, than you must eat and drink.
(Not may, but must.)

nioya

Ideas

The Dimensions of the Temple XX

How big was the Second Temple? The Temple Mount’s measurements were 750 feet by
750 feet. To get the total area, we multiply the length and the width:

750 x 750 = 562,500, or more than half a million square feet! (By the way, it’s also
very close to the number of minutes in an entire year!) So the Temple Mount covered an
area equal to approximately 300 average houses!

pa¥ _ & The Temple may have been large, but it did not survive as an institu-

tion. We learned that buildings do not guarantee faithfulness. We could build a Temple
the size of the Atlantic Ocean, but without dedicated Jews, such a structure would be
worthtess. Today’s Temple is the Jewish people itself, and each one of us is a brick. -
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17 The Lord has done that which He had
determined; He has fulfilled His word that He
had commanded in the days of old; He has
thrown down without pity; and He has caused
your enemy to rejoice over you, He has raised
up the horn of your adversaries.

18. Their heatt cried to the Lord, O wall of the
daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river
day and night; give Yourself no rest; let not the
apple of Your eye cease.

19. Arise, cry out in the night; in the beginning
of the watches pour out your heart like watex
before the face of the Lord; lift up your hands
toward Him for the life of your young children,
who faint for hunger at the head of every
street.

20. Behold, O Lord, and consider to whorn You
have done this. Shall the women eat their fruit,
their cherished babies? Shall the priest and the
prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord?

21. The young and the old lie onthe ground in
the streets; my virgins and my young men are
fallen by the sword; You have slain them in the
day of Your anger; You have slaughtered
without mercy.

22 You have called as in the day of an
appointed feast my te1Tors in every side, so
that in the day of the Lord’s anger none
escaped nor remained; my encmy has
consumed those whom I have cherished and
brought up.
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This is a model of the Second Temple and the Old City as it may have appeared before the Temple s destruction in
70 C.E.. The model is a popular tourist attraction in Jerusalem on the south end of fown, across the sireet from

the Kanyon Malha.,

BT
Midrashim

Tziyon vs. Tziyun &7
(Eikhah 2:18) - The verse says “Their heart cried to the Lord, O wall of the daughter of

Zion..” The Hebrew word for Zion is 11'¥. This word is very similar to another word, 11°¥,

which means “difference.” Because these two words are so similar, the rabbis teach that the
people of Tziyon are supposed to be different from all other people. How? Midrash Eikhah
(2:17) gives three examples: (1) Circumcision (2) The law against shaving one’s head or the
corners of one’s beard, and (3) The wearing of tzitzit. Today, many Jewish women in the
Conservative Movement distinguish themselves with the very same kippot, tefillin, and talliyot
that men wear. What are some other ways in which Jewish women can set themselves apart?

*  Perhaps the word Tziyon also can remind us of the word tzniyut (ﬁ’li)";'{i), which means

modesty. Jews, both men and women, are commanded to dress in a modest and unprovocative
manner. One should not wear clathes for the purpose of revealing or showing off one’s body.
Our clothes are not meant to be an attention-getting spectacle. Based on this principle, what
kinds of popular clothes do you think Jews should avoid wearing? Why do our clothes matter?
First of all, clothes were God’s way of showing mercy in the Garden of Eden. Before eating of
the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve were naked but did not care or feel at all bashful about their
badies. After eating the fruit, they suddenly realized that they were naked, and God sewed
them fig leaves to cover and comfort them. Since God gave us clothes for the purpose of mod-
esty in the first place, it makes no sense to use God’s gift for immodest purposes. Second, the
Torah describes a number of places in which clothes are used for holiness. For instance, the
Torah commands the Kohanim and the Kohen Gadol to wear special clothes during their wor-
ship service at the altar. In a way, these rules apply to all of us today. There is a Jewish way
to dress, just as there is a Jewish way fo eat, talk, do business, and rest.
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Eikhah - Chapter 3

1. I am the man who has seen affliction by the
rod of His wrath.

2. He has led me, and brought me into
darkness, but not into light.

3. Surely He has turned against me; He turns
His hand against me all day long.

4. He has made my flesh and my skin waste
away; He has broken my bones.

5. He has built against me, and surrounded me
with bitterness and hardship.

6. He has set me in dark places, like the long
ago dead.

7. He has walled me around, so that I cannot
get out; He has made my chain heavy.

8, Also when I cry and shout, He shuts out my
prayer.

0. He has enclosed my ways with hewn stone,
He has made my paths crooked.

10. He is to me like a bear lying in wait, and
like a lion in secret places.

11. He has turned aside my ways, and pulled
me in pieces, He has made me desolate.

12. He has bent His bow, and set me as a mark
for the arrow.

13. He has caused the arrows of His quiver to
enter into my insides.

14. T have become a derision to all my people;
and their song all day long.

15. He has filled me with bitterness, He has
sated me with wormwood.
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Questions

) T -

The Third Chapter ®. &7

The third chapter of Eikhah is like the other four in that it is wiitten as an alphabetic acrostic
- the first three verses begin with the letter alef, the next three begin with the letter bef, the
next three begin with gimel, etc. However, the third chapter is chanted differently than the
other chapters. Listen carefully for its distinct melody. Verse 3:8 says “Also when I ery and
shout, Ie shuts out my prayer.” Midrash Eikhah teaches that this verse is talking about the

importance of 3% ﬁ‘?‘@!’ﬂ, or prayer in a minyan.

When a person prays with a minyan, his or her prayers are more likely to be accepted.
Why? Rabbi Aha says that anyone who prays with a minyan is like a poor man who makes
a small coniribution to 2 king’s crown. Even though the poor man gives a very small
amount of gold, the king still gtadly accepts whatever he brings because when all the poor
people bring their contributions, the total is very large. According to Rabbi Aha, it is the
same with people who pray in a minyan, Hven though each one of us may have only a small
prayer, the total sum of our prayers in all eur minyanim worldwide is enormous. This is
especially true at Ramah, where hundreds of people offer their small prayers to God every
single day. The purpose of a minyan is to act like a magnifying glass for all of our prayers.
Our tefilot enter the prism of minyan and exit much stronger. I have compared minyan to a
magnifying glass. Think up another image that explains what minyan does for our prayers.

Sometimes, They Laugh at Us XX

(Eikhah 3:14) - The verse says that the captors of Jerusalem laughed at the city’s residents.
This verse is talking about the nations of the world who laugh at us because of our customs

and traditions.

* Have you ever made fun of another ethnicity, race, or minority group? Why did you doft,
and what can you do to stop teasing others?

* What would you do if a non-Jew started laughing at you or teasing you because you
observed a tradiion? What if that person were Fewish?

* What is racism? What does it mean to be racist?

Ay
Ideas

Things that Happened on the Ninth of Av

ﬁ The main reason we observe Tisha b’ Av is to remember the destruction of our two

Holy Temples. But this saddest day has aiso become a day to remember all the suffering
that Jews have endured at the hands of evil people and rulers: The expulsion of the Jews
from Spain in 1492, the beginning of World War I in 1914, which led to World War If and
the Holocaust.

TR &n’” The destruction of the Temples, the Spanish Expulsion, and the

Hotocaust all have something in common: all three are events that drastically changed the
course of Judaism’s history. Explain why this is so for each case. How would history
have been different had these tragedies not occusred?
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16. He has also broken my teeth with gravel
stones, He has covered me with ashes.

17. And you have removed my soul far away
from peace; I have forgotten prosperity.

18. And I said, My strength and my hope are
perished from the Lord,;

19. Remembering my affliction and my misery,
the wormwood and the gall.

20. My soul remembers them, and is bowed
down inside me.

21. This I recall to my mind, therefore have I
hope.

22, The grace of the Lord has not ceased, and
His compassion does not fail.

23. They are new every morning; great is Your
faithfulness.

24. The Lord is my portion, says my soul;
therefore will I hope in Him.

25, The Lord is good to those who wait for
Him, to the soul that seeks Him.

26. It is good that a man should quietly hope
for the salvation of the Lord.

27. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in
his youth.

28. Let him sit alone and in silence, because he
has taken it upon him.

29. Let him put his mouth in the dust; there
may yet be hope.

30. Let him offer his cheek to him who strikes
him; let him take his fill of insults.
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Stories
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The Sad Death of Rabbi Hanina’s Son &7

(Eikhah 3:16) - This verse says “He (God) has also broken my teeth with gravel stones,
he has covered me with ashes.” Midrash Eikhah tells the story of Rabbi Hanina’s son,
who caused his father a great deal of pain:

“Rabbi Hanina’s son joined a gang of bandits but ended up revealing their hiding place.
So his fellow bandits killed him and filled his mouth with ashes and gravel, After three
days, some Jews found the young man’s body. They put him on a stretcher of reeds and
took him to Rabbi Hanina. They asked Rabbi Hanina for permission to deliver a eulogy, a
speech in praise of the dead. Rabbi Hanina refused them permaission because he didn’t
think his son deserved a eulogy. His mother also didn’t think he deserved a eulogy and
said, “A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her who bore him.” (Mishlei
17:25). 'This story describes how bitter and sad the people of Jerusalem were when the
Temple was destroyed. Normafly, parents Jove their children unconditionally, even if they
stray from the path of goodness. But the people of Jerusalem were so hurt and so
damaged that they could not even express love for their own children.

L
WM

2y oy
The Crusades

Th@y Died in a Sea of Hate = &' The Crusades were

organized efforts on the part of European monarchs and Popes to recapture Jerusalem from the
hands of the Muslims. From 1095 to 1291, volunteers from all over Europe marched through
Europe toward Jerusalem. The soldiers, mostly illiterate peasants, were very passionate about
their goal, and they frequently murdered Jews in their path. Thousands of Jews died at their
hands. Ironically, all of this happened during the greatest period in Jewish scholarship. Great
sages like Rashi survived the barbarity of the Crusades, but many others, such as Rabbi Meir of
Rothenburg, perished. How do we keep the memory of the suffering alive without poisoning
ourselves with our own hatred and vengeance? How do we differentiate between a Catholic
knight or soldier who killed many Jews on his way to Jerusalem and a pious modern Catholic
who would never dream of doing such a horrible thing? Today, the Catholic Church has very
friendly relations with Jews. But what do we do about religious fanatics who threaten us? What
do we do with our own fanatics who harm Jewish unity with their hatred? Read the story of
Kamtza and Bar Kamtza on pp. i-ii of the appendix and answer the questions below it. What
does this story teach us about Judaism and senseless hatred?

niohi

The Day After

ﬁ Although the fasts of Tisha b’Av and Yom Kippur are the same length, they are differ-

ent in the way they end. After Yom Kippur, our mood is instantly celebratory and joyful, Our
sins are forgiven, we have a clean slate, and we immediately prepare for Sukkot. After Tisha
b’Av, however, the change starts after minhah, when our camp activities look toward the hope
of God’s redemption. After maariv, we will not dance or celebrate or wish each other a good
new year. Our celebration can wait untif the 15th of Av, a day when many in Jerusalem would
get married. For the next seven weeks in shul, we will read Haftarot of Consolation, passages
in which the prophets comfort us. Then, the joy of Rosh Hashanah is around the comer.

Jewish Law
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31. For the Lord will not cast off for ever;,

32. But though He cause grief, yet will He have
compassion according to the abundance of His
grace.

13. For He does not afftict willingly nor gricve
the children of men.

34. To crush under His feet all the prisoners of
the earth,

35. To turn aside the right of a man before the
face of the most High,

36. To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord
approves not.

37. Who is he who says, and it comes to pass,
when the Lord commands it not?

18. Do not both evil and good come out of the
mouth of the most High?

39. Why then does a living man complain, a
man, about the punishment of his sins?

40. Let us search and try our ways, and turn
back to the Lord.

41, Let us lift up our heart with our hands to
God in the heavens.

42. We have transgressed and have rebelled;
You have not pardoned.

43. You have covered with anger, and pursued
us; You have slain, You have not pitied.

44. You have covered yourself with a cloud, so
that our prayer should not pass through.

45. You have made us offscouring and refuse in
the midst of the people.
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An Eyewitness to the Crusades &7

This is an eyewitness description of the siaughter that fook place
in Cologne and other Rhineland coramunities that lay in the path
of the Crusaders. Many of the piyyutim we sing on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur (like U'nefameh Tokef) were written
as a response 1o the suffering of the Jews during the Crusades,
“At the beginning of summer in the same year in which Peter,
and Goitschalk, after collecting an army, had set out, there
assembled in like fashion a large and innuimerable host of

.. | Christians from diverse kingdoms and lands; namely, from the

| realms of France, England, Flanders, and Lorraine. . . they rose

in a spirit of cruelty against the Jewish people scattered through-
out these cities and slaughtered them without mercy, especially
in the Kingdom of Lorraine, asserting it to be the beginning of
their expedition and their duty against the enemies of the
Christian faith. This slaughter of Jews was done first by citizens

m

of Cologne. These suddenly fell upon a small band of Jews and
Above: This is the area of the world where the severely wounded and killed many; they destroyed the houses
Crusaders killed most of their Jewish victims. and synagogues of the Jews and divided among themselves a
Many of the dead were killed in cities of very large, amount of money. When the Jews saw this cruelty,
Germany’s Rhine River Valley. . about two hundred in the silence of the night began flight by
boat to Neuss. The pilgrims and crusaders discovered them, and
§%Xﬁ %y @?Q after taking away all their possessions, inflicted on them similar
L slaughter, leaving not even one alive... (Source: August C. Krey,
The Crusades The First Crusade: The Acconnts of Eyewitnesses and

Participants, (Princeton: 1921), 34-56 )

nibRY

Questions

Jews and Christians Today XX X &

The Crusades of the past force us to ask difficult questions today. Clearly, no Jew should
hold a grudge against Christians for things that happened fifty, one hundred, or one thousand
years ago. In fact, the Torah specifically says that children should not be punished for the
deeds of their parents. If we say that Christians or Christianity are evil, then we commit the
same sin that was committed against us - prejudice and blind hatred.

But how do we deal with a history that is so painful? What is the best way to remember
suffering without becoming an angry, vengeful people? Remember that there is a mitzvah in
the Torah that forbids us to take revenge against those who have hurt us. Recently, the
Catholic Church apologized for all crimes that were committed in its name over the centuries.
This is an important step in Jewish-Christian relations, and it points to a better future. If you
were a leader in a Jewish community, what steps would you to take to form friendly relations
with other religions in your area?
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46. All our enemies have opened their mouths
against us.

47. Fear and the pit have come upon us,
desolation and destruction.

48. My eye runs down with rivers of water for
the destruction of the daughter of my people.

49, My eye trickles down, and ceases not,
without any intermission,

50. Till the Lord looks down, and beholds from
heaven.

51, My eye affects my heart because of all the
daughters of my city.

52. They hunt me like a bird, those who hate
me without cause.

53. They have cut off my life in the pit, and
have cast stones upon me.

54. Waters flowed over my head; then I said, I
am cut off.

55. T called upon Your name, O Lord, from the
lowest pit.

56. You have heard my voice; hide not Your ear
at my sighing, at my cry.

57. You drew near in the day that I cailed upon
You; You said, Fear not.

58. O Lord, You have pleaded the causes of my
soul; You have redeemed my life.

59, O Lord, You have seen my wrong; judge
You my cause.

60. You have seen all their vengeance and all
their schemes against me.
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The Spanish
Expulsion

The Spanish Expulsion: 1492 %X

We all learn in schoo! “Columbus sailed the ocean blue in fourteen hundred and ninety-two.”
But the year 1492 is also the year that King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain expelied
the Jews from their kingdom. The King and Queen united their Catholic territories after a war
with Musiim armies to the south, and Jews were seen as friendly to Muslims, The Jews were
given two choices: Convert or leave. One hundred thousand Jews converted, but most left
the country. Some stayed but practiced Judaism in secret.

Wave after wave of Spanish Jews, moved across the continent. They ended up in places like
Ttaly, Morocco, Algeria, Turkey, and Syria, and their descendants became what we call today
Sephardic Jews (7790 means Spain in Hebrew.) Others joined their central and northern
Ruropean brethren in Germany and Poland. The expulsion destroyed an ancient Spanish-
Jewish culture and changed the course of Jewish history forever, and it all began on Tisha
b’Av in 1492

BT
Midrashim

Prayer, Mikveh, Repentance, Ocean &7

Eikhah 3:44) - In this verse, Yirmiyahu cries out to God: “You have covered yourself with a
cloud, so that our prayer should not pass through.” Midrash Eikhah (3:60) explains that prayer
does not always work, and that what God wanted on that day was not prayer (tefilah) but
rather repentance (teshuvah).

The midrash makes its point with an analogy: Prayer is like a mikveh building. If the mikveh
building is open, then one can be purified in it. But if the building is locked, then one has to
wait for the shamash to open the door. By the same token, the gates of prayer are sometimes
open and sometimes locked. (That is, sometimes we get what we pray for, and sometimes, we
don’t) When they are open, then prayer is a wonderful way of getting close to God. But
when the gates are closed, all the prayer in the world will not help. Repentance, however, is
like the ocean. Just as the ocean is always open for anyone to go for a swim, 50 t00
repentance is always available for those who are sincerely sorry, When we find the gates of
prayer locked, we shouldn’t worry, because the gates of repentance are open twenty-four hours
a day.

29919

Stories

The Unfair Emperor @ &7

(Eikliah 3:60) - The verse says “O Lord, you have seen niy wrong; judge you my'cmrse. You
have seen all their vengeance and all their schemes against me” According to Midrash
Eikhah (3:200), the Roman Emperor Hadrian was a very unfair man. His rulings made no
sense and contradicted each other, and he often put the Jews in a fose-tose situation. Once, a
Jew passed by Hadrian and said, “Hello, how are you?” The Emperor was furious and said,
“Who are you?” -“I am a Jew,” the man answered. - “How dare a Jew address the
Emperor?! Off with his head!” The man was executed. Shortly afterwards, another Jew
walked by the Emperor and did not say a word, for he had seen what had happened to his
friend. This time, Hadrian said, “What is your name?” The Jew answered, “l am a Jew.”
The Emperor bellowed, “Who dares walk by the Emperor in silence?! Off with his head!” Tt
is because of this incident that Yirmiyahu the Prophet said, “O Lord, you have seen my
wrong...yo have seen all their schemes against mel”

|*  What does this midrash teach us about fairness in life? Is life always fair?
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61. You have heard their insult, O Lord, and all
their scheines against me.

62. The lips of those who rose up against me,
and their muttering against me all day long,

63. Behold their sitting down, and their rising
up; I am their music.

64. Render to them a recompense, O Lord,
according to the work of their hands.

65. Give them sorrow of heart, Your curse be
on them.

66. Pursue and destroy them in anger from
under the heavens of the Lord.

Eikhah - Chapter 4

1. How has the gold become dim! how has the
finest gold changed! the stones of the sanctuary
lie scattered at the head of every street.

2. The precious sons of Zion, comparable to
fine gold, how are they considered as earthen
pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!

3. Even the jackals give the breast, they suckle
their young ones; but the daughter of my
people has become cruel, like the ostriches in
the wilderness.

4. The tongue of the sucking child cleaves to
the roof of his mouth for thirst; the young
children ask for bread, and no man gives it to
them.

5. Those who fed delicately are desolate in the
strects; those who were brought up in purple
embrace dunghills.
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The Spanish
Expulsion

BOW TR
Midrashim

707 NIYnT |
' 129

Above: King Ferdinand V of Spain, ruled over the Spanish kingdom of
Castille from 1474 to 1502. When he married his cousin Queen Isabella I of
Aragon in 1469, the two kindgoms united and pursued a policy of religious
persecution. The King and Queen were known as Los Reyes Catdlicos (the
Catholic monarchs) because of their religious zeal. Their oppression of
Spamish Jews climaved with a mass expulsion on Tisha b'Av in 1492. 150,000
Jews were forced fo leave and settled all over Southern Europe, North Africa,
and the Middle East.

The People of Jerusalem *X =

(Eikhah 4:2) - The verse says that the b’nai Tziyon were precious. In this sentence the words
“b’nai Tziyon” refers to the residents of Yerushalayim, or Jerusalem.. Why were the citizens of
Yerushalayim so precious? The very fact that they live in Yerushalayim, the holiest place on Barth
and most important city in Israel, makes them more valuable in a sense. Midrash Eikhah (4.2)
gives some examples of how this fact affected marriages: “If a villager wanted to marry a woman
from Yerushalayim, he had to give a dowry equivalent to his weight in gold. Likewise, if a man
from Yerushalayim wanted to marry a villager woman, her family would give him a dowry equiva-
lent to his weight in gold.”

In other words, Yerushalayim has a way of rubbing off on people and giving them some of its
splendor. Make an effort to meet people at camp who live in Yerushalayim or who visit the city
often. What do they say about the city? Ask them why it’s so special.
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6. For the punishment of the iniquity of the
daughter of my people is greater than the sin of
Sodomn, that was overthrown in a moment, and
10 hands were laid upon her.

7. Her Nazarites were purer than snow, they
were whiter than milk, they were more ruddy
in body than rubies, their polishing was of
sapphire;

8. Now their visage is blacker than coal; they
are not recognized in the streets; their skin is
shrivelled upon their bones; it is withered, it
has become like a stick.

9. Those who were slain with the sword are
better than those who are slain with hunger; for
these pine away, stricken by want of the fruits
of the field.

10. The hands of compassionate women have
boiled their own children; they were their food
in the destruction of the daughter of my
people.

11. The Lord has accomplished His fury; He
has poured out His fierce anger, and has
kindled a fire in Zion, which has devoured its
foundations.

12. The kings of the earth, and all the
inhabitants of the world, would not have
believed that the adversary and the enemy
would enter the gates of Jerusalem.

13. Tt was for the sins of her prophets, and the
iniquities of her priests, who have shed the
blood of the just in the midst of her,
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Jewish Law

For Too Many Jews, Every Day is 282 19Wh Xowm &

Now that would be a sad thought, wouldn’t it? Who on Earth would want to observe Tisha b’Av and all its
laws all the time? Isn’t one day enough?

But too many Jews act as though every day were Tisha b’Av by not wearing tefillin in the morning. On Tisha
b’ Av, we wait to put on our tefillin until Minhah because tefillin are a sign of honor and joy, and we avoid
pleasant things on Tisha b’Av. But the rest of the time (except Shabbat and festivals) bar mitzvah aged Jews
are commanded to wear tefillin in the morning every day. Today, many Jewish women voluntarily accept the
commandment to wear tefillin.

What is Six Million? =

The Nazis (E?_Jt? M3, a Jewish curse that means “May their name be erased.”) murdered six mil-
lion Jews during the Holocaust. Six million is a difficult number to comprehend. Here are some
facts and figures to help you understand this number: On average, the Nazis killed one Jew every
2.8 minutes, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, for four straight years, Six million people of average
height lined up end to end would stretch for 5,681 miles. (That’s New York to Los Angeles and

back.) Six million is the entire Chicago area. Six million is almost all of Manhattan. Six million

people would fit inside 120 large football stadiums - or 12,000 Boeing 747s.
7172 D921 %1 May their memory be blessed.
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14. They wandered blindly in the streets,
polluted with blood, so that none could touch
their garments.

15. Away! Unclean! men cried to them;
Away!, Away!, Do not touch! So they fled
away and wandered. Among the nations it was
said, They shall no more sojourn there.

16, The anger of the Lord has divided them; He
will no more regard them; they respected not
the persons of the priests, they were not
gracious to the elders.

17. As for us, our eyes fail watching for vain
help; in our watching we have watched for a
nation which could not save.

18. They hunt our steps, that we cannot go in
our streets; our end is near, our days are
fulfilled; for our end is come.

19. Our pursuers are swifter than the vultures
of the sky; they pursued us upon the
mountains, they laid wait for us in the
wilderness.

20. The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of
the Lord, was taken in their pits, of whom we
said, “Under His shadow we shall live among
the nations.”

21. Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom,
living in the land of Uz; the cup shall also pass
over to you; you shall become drunk and strip
yourself bare.
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“Work Will Make You Iree.” The Jews who
were forced to make the sign tned the B in Arbeit upside down fo warn afl new arrivals.

DG The Holocaust Bra poet Yitzhak Katznelson wrote a poem about the Radziner

Rebbe, a Hasidic leader who urged his followers to rise up in armed struggle against their
Nazi oppressors. When the Radziner Rebbe was finally captured by Nazi forces in his shietl

of Viodove, he spat in his captors’ faces. This poem suggests that God was in hiding during
the Holocaust. Discuss this idea. What does it mean? How can God hide the divine

presence?

And suddenly the Rebbe emits a great groan:
Lord of the Universe, I do not stand alone!
Both of us are on guard
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And thou lookest upon Lublin from afar.
Thou art in hiding as I am too...

The Shoah: Six Questions XX

Whe? Our grandparents, rabbis, teachers, doctors, scientists, ordinary people.

What? Genocide. The almost complete elimination of European Jewry, a civilization that was
over a thousand years old. ’

When? From 1941 to 1945

Where? Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Dachau, Bergen-Belsen, Mauthausen, and many other death
and forced labor camps.

How? Shooting, gassing, burmning, starvation, disease, cruel experiments, exhausation.

Why? Nobody knows. ®  Imagine that someone says fo you, “What kind of God would sit by
and allow such ferrible crimes to be committed?” How would you answer that person?
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22. The punishment of your iniquity is
accomplished, O daughter of Zion; e will no
more carry you away into exile; He will visit
your iniquity, O daughter of Edom; He will
UNCOVEr your sins.

Eikhah - Chapter 5

1. Remember, O Lord, what has come upon us,
consider, and behold our disgrace.

2. Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our
homes to foreigners.

3. We have become orphans and fatherless, our
mothers are like widows.

4, We have drunk our water for money; our
wood is sold to us.

5. We are pursued to our necks; we labor, and
have no rest.

6. We have given the hand to the Egyptians,
and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with
bread.

7. Qur fathers have sinmed, and are no more;
but we bear their iniquities.

8. Slaves rule over us; there is none to deliver
us from their hand.

9. We get our bread with the peril of our lives
because of the sword of the wilderness.

10. Our skin is hot like an oven because of the
burning famine.
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ﬁx ' “Our many Jewish frlends and acquamtances are
bemg taken away in droves. The Gestapo is treating them
very roughly and transporting them in cattle ears to
Westerbor: k, the big camp in Drenthe to which they're send-
ing all the Jews....If it's that bad in Holland what must it be
like in those faraway and uncmhzed places where the -~
Germans are sending them? We assume that most of them
are being mur dered The Engllsh radm says they re being
gassed." :

-  Anne ank (1929—1944)
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The Holocaust
At right: A Nazi poster ordering all Jews to wear
a Star of David armband. When the Nazis issued

a similar order in Devanerk, the Danish King and
thousands of Danish Christions put on a Star of
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your governmient ordered an oppressed minorify 1o
identify itself with an armband, would you have
the courage to do what the people of Denmark
did? Yod Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust Memorial,
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The Shaving Decree = &7

(Eikhah 5:5) - Yirmiyahu says “We are pursued to our necks.” Midrash Eikhah (5:5)
explains his words as a prophecy of the policies of Hadrian, the Roman prelate of Jerusalem
at the time of the destruction. After capturing Jerusalem, Hadrian ordered all the Jews to
shave their heads and bodies so that they would be recognized as prisoners of war. This
ruling, of course, forced Jewish men to violate the prohibitions of destroying one’s beard and
creating a bald patch on one’s head. So Hadrian warned all those who would dare to not
shave and said, “If I find ¢ven one hair on a Jew’s head, his head will be cut offl” According

. to the midrash, this is what Yirmiyahu was tatking about when he said “We are pursued to our
BT ek
R A

Midrashim The Nazis, it should be noted, also frequently forced Jews to shave.
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11. Women are ravished in Zion, and virgins in
the cities of Judah.

12. Princes are hanged up by their hand; the
faces of elders are not honored.

13, They took the young men to grind, and
boys stumble under the wood.

14. The elders have ceased from the gate, the
young men from their music.

15. The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is
turned into mourning,

16. The crown is fallen from our head; woe to
us, that we have sinned!

17. For this our heart is faint; for these things
our eyes are dim.

18. Upon the mountain of Zion, which is
desolate, foxes walk. '

19, You, O Lord, are enthroned for ever; Your
throne is from generation to generation.

20. Why do You forget us for ever, and forsake
us for so long?

21. Turn us to You, O Lord, and we shall be
turned; renew our days as of old.

22. But You have utterly rejected us; You are
very angry against us.

Turn us te You, O Lord, and we shall be
turned; renew our days as of old.
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Above: Jewish prisoners in Auschwitz cheer and celebrate the arrival of their American liberafors.
U.S. troops liberated Auschwitz and many other concentration camps int April of 1945. The testimony
of these soldiers is an important part of the Holocaust s historical record.
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Turn us to you, O Lord, and we shall be turned;
renew our days as of old. ’

According to Halakhah, we are not allowed to end the reading of Eikhah,
or any Scriptural reading, on a sad or unhappy note. The last line of
Eikhah reads, “Unless you have completely rejected us, being very angry.”
We cannot end with such hopeless notes, so we go back and repeat the
next-to-last line. What message does that send us about Tisha b’Ay and
God?




