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David Franco’s Yom Kippur Speech 
 
Shana Tova! As part of my responsibilities as President, I get to stand up here most Shabbat mornings 
and holidays and give the announcements. Now… I’m told it’s my duty, to report on the state of our 
Keilah this morning.  
 
First and foremost, I want to thank our leadership team without whom none of what you see today would 
be possible. The Board of Directors for doing their parts, making me look good, and our amazing 
professional staff; Rabbi Josh Hearshen, our Executive Director, Adam Kofinas, our new Programming and 
Membership Engagement Director, Hilary Druckman, Nicole Feldman, Matty Perry, Deanna Wolfe, Victor 
Nava, and while not an official member of our staff, Alex Borukhov for always preparing amazing meals for 
our events. Please also join me in thanking Bob Israel for heading our Security Task Force throughout the 
year and coordinating ushers for the High Holidays. 
 
For those of you who may have missed it on Rosh Hashana, we’ve gained over 35 new member 
families in the last two months. While this membership boost occurred in August and September, it’s 
been a long time in the making. As we created our strategic plan in 2018, we engaged our not-yet 
members in the conversation - asking them what they were looking for. Those who grew up in the 
same pews and chairs you’re sitting in today, they realized that just as they aged out of the family cell 
phone plan, they likewise aged out of their parents’ membership. The creation of our Young Adult 
Experience; a special program for Young Adults 40 and under and their families, was a byproduct of 
those conversations back in 2018. I would like to thank Brian Meyer for heading up this important 
initiative, along with all of the members of the task force that designed and has been marketing the 
program. 
 
Despite the challenges we’ve faced in the last year with COVID, we’ve held numerous outdoor festivals 
and celebrations: from our 250+ attendee Purim Carnival in March to our most recent 150+ Splash into 
the Holidays just a few weeks ago. We have thrived in the past year, and it’s clear to me, that our best 
days are yet to come. As we discussed when we gathered for the Fund the Future Dinner, our strategic 
plan prioritized key areas for us to improve, and we are hard at work to meet and exceed those goals. 
One such goal was the selection and purchase of new prayer books, both for Shabbat and festivals, as 
well as for the High Holidays. The new Yom Kippur Machzorim you’re holding in your hands today are 
your Future Fund contributions at work. I’m pleased to share that we’ve received 2.4M in pledges to 
date. Our Campaign Chair, Robert Arogeti, has been having conversations with several of you in the past 
weeks and has conversations scheduled in the coming weeks to finalize your families’ gift. After the 
holidays, we’ll be sending out a final call for pledges to the whole Keilah, for each of us to make a 
meaningful contribution towards the future of OVS. It’s only through your continued support that we 
can afford the amazing programming we’ve had, and afford our tremendous staff, including our new 
addition of a Programming and Membership Engagement Director. By having Hilary on our staff, we’ve 
been able to improve outreach to new members and increase engagement with current members. No 
programming idea is too crazy; please don’t hesitate to reach out to Hilary if you have a programming 
suggestion to bring to our community. 
 
I’m pleased to announce our Israel Bonds honorees are Hal and Lisa Rabinowitz. Please save the date for 
the brunch in their honor on January 29, 2023 at 11:00 am. Details, and registration information, will be 
shared in the coming months. 
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And that brings me to the crux of my duty here today; as you’ve heard countless times, the success of 
our Keilah will not depend on the work I do or the work of our board or professional staff, but rather, it 
will depend on what each and every one of you puts into it. As I’ve said throughout my Presidency, ask 
not what your Keilah can do for you, but rather what you can do for your Keilah. It’s only through your 
support, with your funds, your attendance at services and programs, and talking up OVS to your friends 
and neighbors that we’ll be successful. Additionally, I would like to ask each of you to consider 
volunteering at our Keilah. We have numerous volunteer opportunities including Cooking for Papou, 
participating with Backpack Buddies, volunteering at our programs and more throughout the year. The 
last thing I ask of you is to be our ambassadors. Share what’s happening at OVS with your family, friends, 
and neighbors. Post on social media, and wherever else you can think of, about all the good things 
happening at OVS. These are things we all must do to be the thriving center of Jewish life which Rabbi 
Hearshen spoke about last year at the High Holidays.  
 
For OVS to succeed, we also need to back up our verbal commitment with a financial one. At this time, I 
ask each of you to take a moment and review the Yom Kippur Appeal Card you received on your way in 
this morning, and fold down the amount you’re able to pledge. I’m folding down the tab on the side, to 
match my 2021 pledge and add $18 to it. I hope you’ll all join me in doing the same, or perhaps if you’re 
able, go up a level from your pledge gift last year. Again, it’s only through each and every one of us 
doing our small part that we’ll build a thriving OVS for our children and grandchildren to enjoy, just like 
our parents and grandparents did for us.  
 
Once again, I thank you for your continued support of OVS and for the honor of serving as your 
president. Ushers will be walking through the aisle to collect your Appeal Cards. Shanna Tova, Tizku 
L’shanim Rabot, and best wishes for a bright year ahead for us all. 
 
 
 


