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On February 26th, 1995, the Or VeShalom Sisterhood celebrated its 75th anniversary at the 27th 

Annual Donor with a special performance of “Sisters Rhodeslias” written and directed by our 

own Sara Grosswald. This event drew a huge crowd and for the first time, men were invited to 

attend. 

 

In preparing for today, our 52nd Annual Donor, celebrating our 100th anniversary, I took the time 

to peruse much of the program books and other memorabilia kept through the years. I find it 

fascinating how much has changed, yet how much has stayed the same. The program book that 

year held messages from both Rabbi and Blanchette Ichay, Luisa Cohen along with messages 

from our presidents at the time, as well as messages from several Rebbetzen from other 

Atlanta synagogues. I cannot help but share with you all some of the words written about our 

Sisterhood.  

 

“Or VeShalom Sisterhood has played a major role in the welfare and well-being as well as the 
development of our congregation. It is through their untiring efforts, continuous endeavors, 
and labor of love that Or VeShalom is the kind of congregation it is today…I never cease to 
admire their love for Or VeShalom; their dedication, zeal and commitment have always been to 
me a source of inspiration.”  Rabbi S. Robert Ichay 
 

“When we look at the way our Sisterhood members dedicate themselves for the welfare and 
well-being of our Kehilah, we can truly appreciate the meaning of the statement “a true labor 
of love.”  Blanchette Ichay 
 

“From the moment I was asked to “pull a shift” at my first OVS Bazaar, I knew that I wanted to 
be a part of the Or VeShalom Sisterhood. To be involved with such a committed and devoted 
group of women has for me been a privilege and a pleasure. Although the years have changed 
our complexion, we have always responded to the spiritual and financial needs of our Kehilah. I 
remain in awe of those whose energy and enthusiasm have allowed this organization to not 
merely exist, but to thrive for 75 glorious years.”  Debra Tenenbaum 
 



“Along with the recipes for burekas, quasado, boyos, etc. another recipe has been cherished 
and passed down throughout the generations from mother to daughter. This recipe, which I call 
“Recipe for Success,” is as follows: a healthy portion of wise leadership, many handfuls of 
commitment, a good serving of plain hard work and a generous sprinkling of love. This recipe 
has served our Sisterhood well throughout the years and has been used to “cook up” successful 
bazaars, cookbooks and directories and delightful events.”  Barry Shemaria 
 

25 more years may have passed but the sentiments are the same. We are blessed to a part of a 

very special group – the OVS Sisterhood. We may not be as large in number as other 

Sisterhoods but we are definitely the best. We have dedicated volunteers who care about OVS. 

We have volunteers who care about our Sisterhood. We have volunteers who care about the 

women (and some men) in our Sisterhood. Lifelong friendship may have begun 100 years ago 

with a group of immigrant women looking to bond together to remember the past. Today there 

are still women who have developed lifelong friendships bonding together to plan for our 

future.  

Sisterhood’s original purpose was to help our Brotherhood maintain Hebrew School and Sunday 

School and to further our Jewish traditions and heritage. Our Keilah has evolved over the years 

as has its needs. Sisterhood has remained constant in our support of the Keilah and its needs 

and will continue to do so into the next century of our organization… 

Thank you to each of you for your continuing support as well as to those of you who have given 

in support of our two honorees today Fran and Janet. We have formed a committee to 

determine the best way to spend those donor dollars to enhance our Keilah as we prepare to 

welcome our next Rabbi. 

 

I do want to take a moment to thank all of the people responsible for putting together this 

event. You will find many of the names listed in the program before you. True to our 

Sisterhood, you will not find all of the names of those who have made today possible. I started 

to make a list of all who have made today possible including but not limited to the invitation 

and program design, the baklava and other homemade sweets, the burekas, the decorations, 

the rsvp’s, the collection and depositing of donation checks, the table assignments, the place 

cards, the favors, the food we are about to eat, the set-up of this beautiful room.   At the risk of 



leaving someone out as my list was already over 35 names!  I will mention NO names as I 

always feel that it does not matter who gets the credit as long as the job is done and done right. 

You all know who you are. On behalf of our Sisterhood, thank you… 

 

Our last 100 years has been filled with committed women filled with a passion to make OVS its 

very best. The role of a President is to lead. The role of our Or VeShalom Sisterhood President is 

an easy one when you are surrounded by the dedicated members and past presidents we have. 

Traditionally at donor, we call out the names of all of the past presidents recognizing the efforts 

each led during their time as president. We remember all of those who are watching down on 

us today and thank them as well for laying the foundation we still use today. Recently, the 

Sisterhood received a very generous donation from the estate of Emily Amato, may she rest in 

peace. Emily, along with many of our past presidents are true aishet haiel –  women of valor. In 

keeping with our tradition, we give a red rose to each of the past presidents… One tradition 

that I have always liked is the Sunshine Cake. You may have noticed it during the reception and 

wondered. In past years at Sisterhood luncheons, those interested in lighting a candle in honor 

or memory of a person or occasion would line up, drop one dollar, light a candle and announce 

their reason. Sometimes there would be 20 people to do so. The cake took too much time and 

eventually was put in the closet – literally. For old time’s sake, feel free to come up and fill out a 

note and turn a light on, rather than lighting with a match – I suppose we are more concerned 

about fire safety these days! 

 


