
The Hasidic master Rabbi Schmelke of Nikolsberg provides an apt metaphor to 
describe this concept of ahavah in commenting on the Torah’s commandment 
(Leviticus 19) of v’ahavta l’reiach’cha kamocha, loving your neighbor as yourself.  
One of his students asked the rebbe how to fulfill this mitzvah when confronted with 
an evil person, one who has done us harm.  Rabbi Schmelke responds: 

You must understand that verse correctly.   It means love your neighbor 
like something which you yourself are.   For all souls are one. Each is a 
spark from the original soul, and this soul is inherent in all souls, just as 
your soul is in all parts of your body.   It may happen that your hand 
makes a mistake and strikes you.   Would you then take a stick and hit 
your hand, because it lacked understanding, and increase your pain?  It's 
the same if your neighbor, who is of one soul with you, wrongs you for 
lack of understanding.  If you punish him, you are only hurting yourself.   

Martin Buber, Tales of the Hasidim (Schocken: 1991), p. 190.   

BT Sanhedrin 97b 

Apropos that verse (Is 30:18), Abaye said: The world has no fewer than 
thirty-six righteous people in each generation who greet the Divine 
Presence, as it is stated: “Happy are all they who wait for Him 
[lo]” (Isaiah 30:18). The numerical value of lo, spelled lamed vav, is 
thirty-six. The Gemara asks: Is that so? But doesn’t Rava say: The 
row of the righteous before the Holy One, Blessed be 
He, extends eighteen thousand parasangs, as it is stated with regard to 
the city of God at the end of days: “It shall be eighteen thousand reeds 
round about, and the name of the city from that day shall be: The Lord is 
there” (Ezekiel 48:35)? The Gemara answers: It is not difficult; this 
statement of Abaye refers to the thirty-six righteous people who view the 
Divine Presence through a luminous crystal 
[be’ispaklarya], and that statement of Rava refers to the multitudes who 
view the Divine Presence through a crystal that is not luminous. 


