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 Friday, March 15, 2024  “ק פ‘א שרב,רה‘ ה פרשר רקרררפר ר ר ר ר       Parshas Pekudei   בס“ד 

WEEKDAYS S  
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March 20 

א שרב‘    
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F  
March 22 

ברא שרב“   

Dawn - על קרה חש 
(90 min, 16.1°, 72 min) 

6:23 AM 
6:30 AM 
6:41 AM 

6:21 AM 
6:28 AM 
6:39 AM 

6:19 AM 
6:27 AM 
6:37 AM 

6:18 AM 
6:25 AM 
6:36 AM 

6:16 AM 
6:23 AM 

6:34 AM 

6:14 AM 
6:21 AM  
6:32 AM 

Shacharis - 8:15  חש ק AM 6:50 AM 7:00 AM 7:00 AM 6:45 AM 7:00 AM 

Earliest Tallis - 7:13 מ  כ ש AM 7:11 AM 7:09 AM 7:08 AM 7:06 AM 7:04 AM 

Sunrise - 7:53 נץרהחמה AM 7:51 AM 7:49 AM 7:48 AM 7:46 AM 7:44 AM 

Latest Shema  (א “א/מג “)גר  
10:16 AM 
10:52 AM 

10:15 AM 
10:51 AM 

10:14 AM 
10:50 AM 

10:13 AM 
10:49 AM 

10:12 AM 
10:48 AM 

10:11 AM 
10:47 AM 

Mincha - 7:40 מנחה PM 7:40 PM 7:40 PM 7:40 PM 7:25 PM 
6:29 PM 

*7:45 PM 

Sunset - 7:54    עה PM 7:55 PM 7:56 PM 7:58 PM 7:59 PM 8:00 
PM 

Maariv - מעש ב 
8:00 PM 

9:45 PM 

8:00 PM 

9:45 PM 

8:00 PM 

9:45 PM 

8:00 PM 

9:45 PM 

8:15 PM 

9:45 PM 
 

  SHABBOS     

 Friday Shacharis 7:00 AM 
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Mincha/Kabalas Shabbos 6:23 PM 

      Light After Plag 6:38 PM 

      Candle Lighting Time 7:32 PM 
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  Mincha/Kabalas Shabbos *7:37 PM 

 

Sunset - 7:52    עה PM  
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Sunrise - 7:54 נץרהחמה AM 

Shacharis  8:45 AM 

Latest Shema א(“א/מג“)גר   10:17/10:53 AM 

Rabbi’s Shiur 7:05 PM  

Mincha -7:25 מנחהר PM 

Sunset - 7:53    עה PM  

Maariv - 8:38 מעש ב PM 

Shabbos ends (60 min.)   8:53 PM  

March 15-16 
א שרב‘    

60° 

Rabbi Yosef Chaim Danziger 
574-596-4624 

rabbidanziger@hocsouthbend.com 
EST. 1887 

LEARNING 

DAILY 
45 min. before Shacharis - Daf Yomi  - R’ Kram  
Mincha/Maariv - 5 Min. Halachah - R’ Danziger 
7:15 PM - Masmidim - R’ Kenzer 
8:00-9:45 PM - Night Seder with SB Kollel 
 

SUNDAY 
9:00-10:30 AM - Morning Seder with SB Kollel 
8:15 PM - Kinyan Masechta-Gemara Basics - R’ Danziger 
 

MONDAY 
7:30 PM - Halacha/Parsha - R’ Danziger (women) 

8:30 PM - Mesilas Yesharim - Reb. Danziger (post-sem) 

 

TUESDAY 
8:15 PM - Kinyan Masechta-Gemara Basics - R’ Danziger 
 

WEDNESDAY 
6:45 PM - Mishmar for Boys - R’ Rosenman 
10:00 PM - Parsha shiur - R’ Margulies (men) 
 

THURSDAY 
8:15 PM - Kinyan Masechta-Gemara Basics - R’ Danziger 
10:00 PM - Iyun Chaburah - various presenters  
 

SHABBOS 
20 min. bf Mincha  - Sha’ar Habitachon -  R’ Danziger 

 

33° 33° 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Shacharis on Shabbos will be at 8:45 AM  
until Daylight Saving Time ends. 
 
Bnos: Shabbos, 3:00-4:00 PM: (calendar change) 

 Pk4-2nd grade: E&T Wainhaus 

 3rd-6th grade: Meisels 

 7th-8th grade: Kenzer 
 
Rabbi Danziger will be giving a special Purim 
shiur for women titled: “Megillah Twice? The 
Real Message of Purim”, Wednesday, 8:35 PM.   
 
Purim is approaching fast! Rabbi Danziger is 
still collecting Matanos L’evyonim funds for 
distribution on Purim day.  Please contribute 
as generously as possible so our entire 
community can celebrate Purim with full joy! 
Donations can be given to Rabbi Danziger, 
the office, or on the shul website.  Make 
checks to Hebrew Orthodox Congregation and 
note ‘Matanos L’evyonim’ in the memo.  
 
Taanis Esther - This Thursday March 21 

 Fast begins - 6:22 AM 

 Shacharis - 6:45 AM 

 Mincha - 7:25 PM 

 Maariv - 8:15 PM 

 Fast ends - 8:33 PM 

Special one-time “Time with Hashem” next 
week Parshas Vayikra/Zachor! Details coming. 
 
The Shabbos afternoon Avos Ubanim will 
begin next week, Parshas Vayikra/Zachor. 
 
B”H the DWD shoe sale was a big success! 
Close to $4,000 was cumulatively saved by 
community members compared to standard 
prices, (along with countless hours of saved 
time)!  A big thank you to the Lerman family 
for making the sale possible.  Thank you to 
Mrs. Tehilla Danziger for arranging the sale, 
and to Mrs. Dena Gewirtz and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Kibel for their assistance. 
 
Please donate gently used household items, 
books, toys, crafts, games, electronics, 
returns that were never sent, in the bin in the 
coat room. Donations will be used in the 
spring/summer for a treasure hunt/garage 
sale fundraiser. 
 
Next available sponsorships:  

 Kiddush - This week! March 16 

 Shalosh Seudos - This week! March 16 

OVER 

plag 6:44 PM 
7:40 PM 

*Contingent on sufficient interest. Sign up on 
website, email, or to  R’ Kolodny by Friday, 5:00 PM.  
Only come at late time if you know there is a minyan. 



 

SPARKS OF HALACHAH 
 

Taanis Esther & Machatzis Hashekel 
Rabbi Yosef Chaim Danziger 

 
Ta’anis Esther 
 Ta’anis Esther is usually the 13th day of Adar, the day before Purim.  It was established as a reminder of the fasting 

and prayers the Jews did on that day, as they battled the enemies bent on their annihilation.  Of course, Hashem 
allowed them victory over their enemies.  Every year on Ta’anis Esther, we fast again, and say special prayers, to 
remind us that when we sincerely turn to Hashem, He saves us from our troubles. 

 This year, since Purim is on Sunday, and we can’t fast on Shabbos, Ta’anis Esther is moved to Thursday March 21.  
(Once it’s being moved, it’s not moved to Friday, so the longer tefillos don’t interfere with Shabbos preparation, and 
so Shabbos doesn’t begin while we’re fasting.) 

 Someone who is unwell, pregnant, nursing or otherwise has difficulty fasting, should consult a Rav to see if they are 
required to fast.  

 The fast of Ta’anis Esther begins at alos hashachar, dawn (this year 6:22 AM). 
 One may eat and drink until dawn (see details below).  Before going to sleep the night before, one should verbalize, 

or at least have in mind, that they plan on eating/drinking upon awakening before dawn. 
 When eating bread, cake, or crackers after 5:52 AM (30 minutes before dawn), one must appoint a shomer, a third 

party to remind them to daven Shacharis.  Setting an alarm clock or phone reminder is sufficient (unless these tend 
to be ignored). This is unnecessary for other food or drink, including breakfast cereals. Women do not have to do this. 

 Since this fast day is not commemorating a tragic event, there are no mourning practices that must be observed.  
Even those who refrain from showering or bathing on other minor fast days, may bathe or shower on Ta’anis Esther.  
There is likewise no problem with getting a haircut or listening to music. 

 

Machatzis Hashekel 
 In times of the Bais Hamikdash, the karbanos tzibur (public sacrifices) were purchased from funds donated every 

year before the month of Nissan, in the form of each Jew contributing a half-shekel.  
 In commemoration, a machatzis ha”shekel” is customarily given to tzedakah on the afternoon of Ta’anis Esther, 

right before Mincha (or right after). 
 Since the machatzis hashekel is mentioned 3 times in Parshas Ki Sisa, the custom is to give 3 half-shekels to tzedakah. 
 The half-“shekel” takes the form of any coin worth half of the main monetary unit of the country, which in our case 

is a half-dollar.  So the custom is to give three half-dollar coins to tzedakah. 
 There are sets of half-dollars provided by shul, which can be purchased for their worth, lifted to acquire ownership, 

then placed back in the container to give them to tedakah, whereupon the next person can do the same thing. 
 Ideally the custom should be performed using half-dollar coins.  If someone is in a place where half-dollar coins 

aren’t available, they can fulfill it by giving $1.50 to tzedakah, having in mind that they’re giving three half-dollar 
donations as a commemoration of the machatzis hashekel. 

 Generally, a family member who is in shul gives a three-machatzis-hashekel set for themselves, and another on behalf 
of each of his obligated family members.  However, anyone can perform the mitzvah for themselves, anywhere, 
giving the money to any tzedakah that’s distributed to needy recipients.  

 There are various customs as to who is obligated in machatzis hashekel: 
 Some give only for men above 20 years of age. 
 Some give for all male family members above 13 years of age. 
 Some give for all male family members, regardless of age - even on behalf of an unborn child. 
 Some give for their wives and daughters as well. 
 In general, once someone has begun performing the mitzvah in one of the above ways, they should continue in 

that fashion without reducing to a lesser custom.  The exception is one who was giving more only because they 
were unaware a different custom existed. 

 When one gives to a tzedakah that will be distributed to needy recipients on Purim day (as is the case in HOC), the 
machatzis hashekel can also be used to fulfill the mitzvah of matanos l’evyonim. 

 
More Halachos of Purim next week im yirtzeh Hashem. 


