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SOUTH BEND

Harav Malkiel Kotler, 
Shlita, Visits South 
Bend for Hachtarah 
Of New Rav

Sunday, November 20, was a day 
the community of South Bend, Indi-
ana, will forever remember. In a his-
toric first, the town was graced by a 
visit from the Rosh Yeshivah of Beth 
Medrash Govoha, Harav Malkiel Kot-
ler, shlita. The Rosh Yeshivah arrived 
with Harav Shmuel Blech; Harav 
Velvel Mintz; Rabbi Yaakov Shulman 
of the BMG Placement Department; 
Mr. Gamliel Danziger, and other dig-
nitaries to take part in the formal 
installation ceremony of the new Rav 
of the Hebrew Orthodox Congrega-
tion, Rabbi Yosef Chaim Danziger. 

Around 250 community members 
flocked to the airport, waiting in the 
unusually cold crisp sunshine for the 
Rosh Yeshivah’s plane to arrive. As he 
emerged from the hangar building, 
children and adults alike burst into 
song, surrounding and welcoming the 
Rosh Yeshivah with joy and excite-
ment. It was an experience imprint-
ed deep in the minds of the children. 
“It was freezing! But just the [Rosh 
Yeshivah] walking by me was enough 
to make me warm. Let alone when I 
shook his hand… it was pure incredi-
ble!” wrote an 11-year-old boy.

The excitement was not only on 
the part of the South Bend communi-
ty. On his part, the Rosh Yeshivah was 
clearly impressed and surprised to 
see the lively, large crowd that await-
ed him. Later, at the installation cere-
mony, he movingly said:

“When we arrived at the airport, 
I was a bit taken aback. I’ve been 
to many [small towns], but some-
thing like this? So many bnei Torah, 

,so many klei kodesh, such an atmo-
sphere of a yeshivishe place, a Torah-
dig yishuv! I was truly surprised…. 
Before I undertake to take the time to 
travel, I [carefully consider], should 
I, or shouldn’t I? All those doubts 
dissipated as soon as I walked off the 
plane. How could I NOT participate 
with such a tzibbur?!” 

South Bend is unique among small 
Jewish communities across the Unit-
ed States in that its modest size belies 
the vibrant Torah flavor contained 
within its borders. Hebrew Orthodox 
Congregation and Midwest Torah 
Center are constantly filled with the 
sound of Torah learning, from both 
men and boys. Like the Rosh Yeshi-
vah, visitors to South Bend are often 
surprised and amazed when they 
see the kehillah’s strength as a true 
makom Torah.

The institutions in town also 
reflect this Torah atmosphere, with 
exceptionally high-quality schools, 
including an elementary school, 
mesivta, Bais Yaakov high school 
and a kollel (each worth an article of 
their own), which imbue children, 
teenagers and adults with genuine 
Torah hashkafos. Much credit is due 
to the esteemed Lerman family, who 
have stood behind the community for 
decades, nurturing and supporting it 
through thick and thin.

The Hebrew Orthodox Congrega-
tion, founded in 1887, has been a cen-
ter of Jewish life in South Bend for 
135 years. After Rabbi Meir Bulman, 
the Rav for the last decade, left to take 
a position in Silver Spring, Maryland, 
the shul began a search for a new Rav. 
Last summer, they engaged Rabbi 
Yosef Chaim Danziger, a long-time 
scholar in Beth Medrash Govoha and 
a graduate of its L’Chahein Pe’er pro-

gram, to serve as their Mara d’Asra.
The hachtarah was masterfully 

emceed with eloquent remarks by 
Rabbi Avraham Kram. Rabbi Mintz, 
Rabbi Blech, Harav Kotler and Mr. 
Gerry Lerman all expressed how 
Rabbi and Mrs. Danziger are b’ezras 
Hashem well suited for guiding such 
a wonderful shul and wished them 
and the community much hatzlachah 
and siyatta diShmaya in their part-
nership.

When Rabbi Danziger spoke, he 
admitted that as he began his rela-
tionship with the South Bend com-
munity over the past year, he experi-
enced the same feeling of wonder as 
the Rosh Yeshivah did. “I think it’s no 
coincidence that the Rosh Yeshivah 
from Beth Medrash Govoha made the 
trip to be with us today,” he said. “Our 
community has developed and grown 
in appreciation and thirst for Torah 

living and Torah study, to the point 
that it’s no surprise the Rosh Yeshi-
vah is visiting… It’s a place where he 
can feel comfortable.” Rabbi Dan-
ziger expressed his goal, with the 
help of Hashem, “to continue to fan 
those flames and foster this growth 
of recognition that connection to 
the Torah, its study and joyfully liv-
ing with its mitzvos, is THE path to 
vibrancy, THE path to true satisfac-
tion.”

After the installation ceremony, 
the Rosh Yeshivah managed to pack 
in greeting many community mem-
bers, giving a shmuess to the mesivta, 
and then speaking to the Bais Yaakov 
girls. 

Excitement lingered in the air 
long after the Rosh Yeshivah’s plane 
took off for the return trip to Lake-
wood. It was a day to remember and 
to treasure. 

Greeting Harav Malkiel Kotler, shlita, Rosh Yeshivas BMG, at the airport 
upon his arrival in South Bend. The new Rav of the Hebrew Orthodox 
Congregation, Rabbi Yosef Chaim Danziger is at his right.

Rabbi Yosef Chaim Danziger addressing the hachtarah attendees.  
L-R: Rabbi Gamliel Danzinger from Passaic, Harav Shmuel Blech, 
Harav Malkiel Kotler, Rabbi Velvel Mintz, and Rabbi Avraham Kram.

Harav Malkiel Kotler leaving the Yeshiva Gedola of South Bend, escorted 
by Rabbi Nesanel Lerman, R”M in the yeshivah, and followed by 
bachurei hayeshivah.


