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At the onset of our parsha, the Torah records Moshe’s pleas to be allowed to enter into Eretz 

Yisrael. The midrash finds great depth in the wording of prayer in this context and derive, based 

on the numerical value of the word Vaetchanan, that Moshe davened 515 different t’fillot 

requesting entry into the Promised Land.  

 

As we transition from a period of time lamenting the loss of the Holy Temple and the lost 

opportunity to offer Korbanos there, and enter into a parsha highlighting the centrality of prayer 

to a Jew, let me offer an idea that might seem irreverent.  

 

We generally assume that t’fillah is second best – ideally we should be offering sacrifices, but 

sadly, since the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, we are unable to offer korbanos, and must daven 

instead. However, that is a mistake. Firstly, even in the times of the Temple, t’fillah was 

necessary and a component of a Jew’s day. Secondly, the gemara teaches (Berachos 32) – דולה  ג

 T’fillah is greater than sacrifices. The potency of prayer is overrides that – תפילה יותר מן הקרבנות

of the korbanos.  

 

Through comparing and contrasting the halachos that govern a korban, the Shelah HaKadosh 

explains the gemara’s rationale in three ways.  

 

Firstly, korbanos have a set time. No korban can be offered prior to the daily morning offering 

while none could be offered after the communal afternoon sacrifice was offered. Imagine - a 

person, in the middle of the night, feels so connected to Hashem, and he lives in the Old City of 

Yerushalayim, and he wants so badly to walk a few yards to offer a korban. He is prohibited 

from doing so. The doors are locked. However, with respect to prayer, the gates are always open. 

There are no defined hours of service because all hours are hours of service. While sacrifices can 

only be offered at limited times, t’fillos may be “offered” at all times.  

 

Secondly, for those of us who are not male kohanim, we must only bring a sacrifice through the 

use of an agent who will assist in the process of offering it up to Hashem. When I open my 

siddur, there is no one else needed but my heart and my mind, my lips and my focus. Not 

messenger or outside agent is required for t’fillah. 

 

Lastly, sacrifices offered outside of the confines of the Beis HaMikdash come with a grave 

punishment. Korbanos could only be offered there and nowhere else. In contrast, t’fillos can, and 

even should, be recited (almost) everywhere. Our main t’fillah location is, and should be shul, 

but many say a short prayer, in their own words, before entering the board room, doctor’s office, 

airplane or home. We can speak to Hashem from anywhere. The location, location, location 

creed does not govern speaking to Hashem. That, most often, does not need to be added into 

one’s calculation.  

 

Hashem is willing and ready to listen to each of our prayers. He is longing for our voice – our 

innermost thoughts and feelings – to be shared with Him. Prayer, an expression of our 

relationship with Him, affords us direct access which cannot be limited neither by time or place.  

Good Shabbos! 



 

 


