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Tetzaveh, Rabbi David Mahler 

 

At first glance, Parshas Tetzaveh doesn’t seem to be a parsha that would 

resonate with me. You see, I’ve never been one much into haberdashery. 

I’ve always been a bit late to the fashion party. I was one of the last to 

switch from cuffs to no cuffs, pleats to pleatless pants or 3-button to 2-

button suits.  

 

And our parsha is all about men’s clothing. The main sections of the parsha 

describe, in detail, the four garments of the kohen gadol and the 8 worn by a 

regular kohen.  

 

Who were the Jewish tailors in the desert? Who fashioned the priestly 

garments?  

 

In introducing the Bigdei Kehuna, The Torah tells us, “V’ata tedaber el kol 

chachmei lev”, that you Moshe, should speak to all of the Chachmei Lev, the 

wise hearted ones,  

“Asher Mileitiv ruach chochma”, those who I have invested with a spirit of 

wisdom,  

and they shall make the garments for Aharon to sanctify and serve Me. 

 

There seems to be an extraneous phrase. Why do I need the second phrase? 

Of course a wise-hearted person will be invested with a spirit of wisdom?  

 

It’s unnecessary. Why does Hashem tell Moshe to stress it? The Chasam 

Sofer addresses this question by pointing to another korban discussed later in 

the Torah.  

 

A metzora, one afflicted with tzaraas, brings two young birds as part of 

his/her korban to attain forgiveness for having sinned. It is well-known that 

the sin most often associated with tzaraas is evil speech. The Chasam Sofer 

explains that each bird atones for different sins of speech – negative speech 

and positive speech. I understand gossip and evil speech. That’s lashon hara 

and ruining a person through speech.  

 

I use my words and my language to hurt, injure or belittle – to disregard and 

dismiss. According to the Chasam Sofer, that’s the first bird.  
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A few years back, there was an article in the New Yorker, titled, The Digital 

Dirt, which was an expose on how TMZ, the celebrity gossip website gets 

their information about celebrities.   

 

TMZ resembles an intelligence agency as much as a news organization.  

 

In an e-mail from last year, a photographer reported having four airport 

sources for the day, including “Harold at Delta, Leon at Baggage service, 

Fred at Hudson news, Lyle at Fruit and nut stand.”  

 

A former TMZ cameraman showed the reporter expense reports that he had 

submitted in 2010, reflecting payments of forty or fifty dollars to various 

sources:  

to the counter girl at a Beverly Hills salon, for information on Goldie Hawn;  

to a valet, for Pete Sampras; to a shopkeeper, for Dwight Howard; and to a 

waiter, for Hayden Christensen.  

 

“Everybody rats everybody else out,” Simon Cardoza, a former cameraman 

for the site, was quoted in the article. “That’s the beauty of TMZ.” 

 

That’s lashon hara. Making sure anybody who will listen knows anything 

and everything about certain individuals.  

 

That’s one of the birds necessary for a metzora to regain purity 

 

But what is good speech? 

 

The Chasam Sofer explains that the offense referred to is when I had the 

opportunity to say something nice, congratulatory or laudatory and I kept 

silent.  

 

I didn’t take advantage of: 

• Telling the chazzan how beautifully he davened 

• How much you like this lady’s hat 

• The mentschlichkeit of one’s spouse or child 

• The beautiful décor of the Bar Mitzvah 

• How polite this particular child is 

 

A person is commanded to give a korban for those missed opportunities.  
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Avoiding lashon hara might seem to be a mountain nearly impossible to 

scale, yet complimenting a few more people every day should be a cinch. 

Crazy thing is – we’d be the real beneficiaries of that.  

 

Many years ago, someone gave me a gift called Life’s Little Instruction 

Book by H. Jackson Brown. It’s a great little (obviously) book which is a list 

of 511 different things that a father instructs his son to do before he dies. 

The son is about to leave for college and the father feels the need to share 

some sagacious advice with his son before he leaves home. 

 

Some of the early entries are: 

1. Live in NYC at least once in your life 

2. Own a dog 

3. Never be the 1st to break a family tradition 

4. Keep a well-stocked first aid kit in your car and at home. 

5. Volunteer 

6. Try sailing 

7. Always stop at garage sales and lemonade stands 

 

However, the one that stuck with me most was on the very first page of this 

important manual for life. Compliment 3 people every day. Don’t miss that 

opportunity to make people feel good.  

 

Why, according to the Chasam Sofer is the phrase in the pasuk added? It was 

necessary in order to teach Moshe, Am Yisrael, you and me, that positive 

reinforcement helps to foster growth and uncover the potential hidden within 

each person. Hashem is complimenting the chachmei lev and He feels that 

that compliment will be instrumental in their ability to accomplish what He 

and the nation need from them.  

 

Last week’s parsha dealt with building a mishkan – a temporary dwelling 

place for Hashem. The mishkan was temporary but the act of a Jew building, 

is forever. We build many things – buildings, institutions and companies – 

but by far the most important building we do is the building up of people. 

That is all accomplished through complimenting and praising. Its takes very 

little time and no money, yet might be the greatest investment any of us ever 

makes.  
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Shabbat Shalom! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


